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I h a d  s e t  the  c lo c k  fo r  7 :30 . B ut a l a s  fo r  m y  fa i l in g  e y e s ig h t ,  i t  

m  u s t  h a v e  b e e n  6:30 b e c a u s e  th a t  w as  w hen  it  w en t off. So I go t a  r a t h e r  

u n w a n te d  e a r l y  s t a r t  on the  d a y . ^ I t  c a m e  in  han d y . A few  m in u te s  l a t e r  

S im o n e  c a l l e d  m e  an d  to ld  m e  th a t  L yndon  w ould  be  sp e a k in g  on TV  a t  

8 :30 . We k e p t  to the l e g a l  s p e e d  l im i t .  A nd  so i t  w as  in  h i s  l i t t l e  b o y h o o d  

h o m e  in  Jo h n so n  C ity  th a t  I l i s t e n e d  to h is  s p e e c h  on the M id d le  E a s t .  A t 

f i r s t  I though t i t  w a s  too m e a s u r e d ,  s low , d e l ib e r a t e .  I t  n e e d e d  m o r e  

d r a m a  a n d  f i r e .  A nd th e n  c lo s e  to the  end  w hen  he pounded  h o m e  the  

f a c t  th a t  the p a r t i e s  to the  w a r  m u s t  be  the  p a r t i e s  to the  p e a c e ,  th a t  

the  fu tu r e  of the  M id d le  E a s t  m u s t  be  m a d e  in the  M idd le  E a s t  an d  not 

p la n n e d  a n d  im p o s e d  by  s o m e  o u ts id e  p o w e r .  And th a t  c a m e  th ro u g h  loud  

a n d  c l e a r ,  a n d  I  d e c id e d  th a t  i t  w as  r e a l l y  a n  a r t i s t i c a l l y  done s p e e c h .

I th o ugh t he  lo o k e d  s t r o n g  an d  r e l i a b l e  - -  l ik e  a  l e a d e r .  Y ou c o u ld n 't  
' ’ '  *

h a v e  a s k e d  m o r e ... ̂ ^  the

T h e n  I  d ro v e  on to  Jo h n so n  C i ty  w h e re  N eva m e t  m e  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

9:00 , a n d  we s p e n t  a  d ay  of d e c o r a t in g  - -  m a k in g  m u ch  p r o g r e s s  on the 

r o o m s .  We m o v e d  o u r  b r id g e  tab le  an d  two fo ld ing  c h a i r s  f r o m  m y  ro o m  

to L y n d o n 's  ro o m  to the s i t t in g  ro o m ,  g iv ing  h e r  m y  id e a s  on r u g s  an d  

d r a p e s  a n d  w a l l  t r e a t m e n t s ,  an d  c la r i f y in g  m y  own a s  I w en t a lo n g , 

l e a r n in g  f ro m  h e r s ,  ch an g in g  s o m e ,  g e t t in g  s u r e  ab o u t  o t h e r s .  A nd 

f in a l ly  d e c id in g  th a t  i t  w o u ld  be  a  good th ing  if N eva co u ld  s p e n d  a  c o u p le  

of h o u r s  w ith  H e r b e r t  W ells  in  h is  shop  s e le c t in g  f a b r i c s  th a t  i n t e r p r e t e d
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m y  h e a r t ' s  d e s i r e .  A d e c o r a t o r  i s  a  r e l a t i o n  no t u n lik e  a  m a id  o r  a

d o c to r .  Y ou h a v e  to know a p e r s o n  w e l l  an d  r e l y  upon th em  an d  b e  in

tune  w ith  th e m .  A nd th a t  doesn 't h a p p e n  o v e r  n igh t.  You h a v e  to know

how  th ey  l iv e .  N eva  know s u s  w e l l .  She w a s  a  g r e a t  h e lp .

We b a r e l y  s to p p e d  fo r  lu n ch . A nd  then  we d i s p o s e d  of a  few

p i c t u r e s .  A nd  a b o u t  3:00 sh e  le f t  to d r iv e  to H o u s to n .  A nd th e n  I  s e t  off

f o r  th e  o ld  B a i l e y  h o u s e  w h ich  now s i t s  in  a  g ro v e  of t r e e s  in  th e  R e a g a n ,

s p a r s e l y  a n d  c o ld ly  f u r n i s h e d  a n d  in h a b i te d  by  s o m e  of the  m i l i t a r y .  •
■  ̂ . . ' - • j 

M y te a m  of M r .  K le in  a n d  J a m e s  an d  a  p ick u p  t r u c k  fu l l  of p a in t in g s  i

w e n t  a lo n g .  A nd w e hung  a n d  looked , a n d  w ith  t h e i r  a d v ic e  d i s p o s e d  of

a b o u t  s e v e n ,  t h e r e b y  b r ig h te n in g  up  the old  p la c e ,  a lo n g  w ith  a  few  c o lo r f u l

b e d s p r e a d s  a n d  p la n s  fo r  s o m e  p inup  l a m p s  ab o v e  the  b e d s  a n d  f lo o r  l a m p s

by  the  c h a i r s .
, ‘  ̂ ' . . .  f.. . * 

I  w a s  b a c k  a t  th e  m a in  h o u s e  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  6:00, go t in  to u c h  w i th  ,
■- ^

D a le  a n d  ro d e  w ith  h im  in  h i s  p ick u p  t r u c k  to J o h n so n  C ity  on one of o u r  

f lo w e r  m i s s i o n s .  I  h a d  s e e n  a  good s ta n d  of^^SiariSSs. in  a  f ie ld  th a t  ^

b e lo n g e d  to M r s .  L e e  G r e e n  ju s t  on th e  o u t s k i r t s  of J o h n s o n  C i ty .  I h a d  

c a l l e d  h e r  a n d  a s k e d  h e r  if  sh e  m in d e d  if  we h a r v e s t e d  s o m e  of th e m  ^telling  

h e r  the  p r o c e s s  by  w h ic h  w e h a d  done i t  b e fo re  on o u r  p la c e .  She s a id  

sh e  w ou ld  be  g lad  to  s h a r e .  So D ale  a n d  I w e r e  going  to m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

fo r  h im  o r  M elv in  S u l t e m e ie r  to h a r v e s t  th em  in  a d a y  o r  two.
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T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c a r l o a d s  of t o u r i s t s  s to p p ed  a t  the  o ld  

g r a v e y a r d  a n d  in  f r o n t  of the  h o u se  w h e r e  L yndon  w a s  b o rn  a s  w e 

p a s s e d  in  th e  p ic k u p  t r u c k .  T h e y  p a id u s  no m in d  of c o u r s e .  I w o n d e r  

i f  th ey  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a m a z e d  if  th ey  h a d  s e e n  the F i r s t  L a d y  r id in g  

a lo n g  in  a  p ic k u p  w i th  a  f o r e m a n . '  I  th ink  no t.

Ĵ Dale gave  m e  the  n e w s  - -  no t s u r p r i s i n g l y  - -  th a t  b lu e  b o n n e ts
* , -  ' i ' - i -  "V -f- • ; .S!.'

'  ; ‘s5-.w». . -v,  ju. '
w e r e  $ 7 . 50 a  pound.“j  U s u a l ly  th ey  a r e  b e tw e e n  $2 a n d  $3. 50. T h i s  i s

■ ■  ■ . V' V ■ ............  ‘ -

the  m a r k  of b o th - th e  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  a n d  of the  s h o r t  c r o p .  I to ld  h im  

to o r d e r  50 p o u n d s  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  T h e y ' l l  p ro b a b ly  give h im  a  s l ig h t ly  

b e t t e r  p r i c e  s in c e  we a r e  su c h  o ld  c u s t o m e r s .

A nd then  I  ro d e  on in to  L u c i ' s  a r r i v i n g  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  8 :00 . We 

h a d  a  d in n e r  d a te  w ith  J e s s e  - -  L u c i  a n d  P a t  a n d  Joe  B a tso n  a n d  I. We

w e r e  to  m e e t  h im  a t  S te a k  I s la n d  w h ich  tu rn e d  ou t to be  a  c h a r m in g  p la c e  

r i g h t  on  the b a n k s  of Town L a k e  w ith  a  ta b le  by  the w indow  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  

a  good  v ie w  of the  b lu e  h i l l s  a n d  of the c a p i to l  a n d  u n h a p p ily  o v e r  m y  

s h o u ld e r  a  v e r y  b a d  v ie w  of a u to m o b i le  t i r e s  a n d  t in  c a n s  w a s h e d  up  ; 

a lo n g  the  shore.;>;.Our job  i s  c u t  out fo r  us  h e r e  a t  h o m e .  r *

E a r l  a n d  W ea ze  D ea th e  w e r e  w ith  u s ,  a n d  i t  w as  a  h a p p y  e v en in g  

w ith  a  d e l ic io u s  s t e a k  a n d  gay , e a s y  co m p an y . T h is  is  m y  e ig h th  n ig h t  

of m y  s t a y  h e r e  in  A u s t in ,  a n d  w h a t a  r e a l l y  p le a s a n t  t im e  i t  h a s  been^ 

d o in g  n e c e s s a r y  w o r k  th a t  I l ik e  d u r in g  the  day  an d  not h u r r y in g  a b o u t  

i t  a n d  fe e l in g  th a t  rny  f o r e v e r  hom e  w il l  be  the  b e t t e r  fo r  i t .  A nd  thenIji'y

-A^

m
•.,.1
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a t  n ig h t  s i t t in g  a r o u n d  L u c i ' s  k i tc h e n  ta b le  fo r  a  good d in n e r  th a t  she  

h a s  p r e p a r e d  o r  going  ou t to  so m e  of A u s t in 's  d e l ig h tfu l  p l a c e s  l ik e  th is  

one - - .  S te a k  I s la n d  — or^S unday  Lake Way ” eft j u s t  Y oungb loods  f o r  f r i e d

c h ic k e n .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  r e a l  v i s i t in g  w ith  L u c i  than  I  h a v e  h a d  in  

y e a r s .  How e a s i l y  I c o u ld  s l ip  in to  l iv in g  h e r e )  I t ' s  l ik e  the  L o tu s  I s la n d .  

I w o u ld  m i s s  th e T sh a rp  s t im u lu s  of W a s h in g to n  c o n v e r s a t io n .  A nd I  m ig h t  

b e c o m e  fa s lo th fu l ,  b u t  I  th in k  I  w o u ld  en jo y  i t .  I t ' s  l ik e  s w im m in g  in  w a r m  

w a te r ."  ‘ V ' " .

Jo e  h a s  b e e n  h e r e  s in c e  T h u r s d a y  n igh t.  Such a  c o m f o r ta b le  

p e r s o n  to  h a v e  a r o u n d .  E v e ry b o d y  r e l i e s  on h im ,

I t a lk e d  to S im o n e  a n d  she  sounded  iK; b e a t . ^ T h e  p r e s s  had  b e e n  

fo l lo w in g  L u c i  a l l  day  ta k in g  p i c t u r e s  of h e r  w h e r e v e r  »  she  w e n t  - -  to 

the  g r o c e r y  s t o r e , - t h e  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  the  d ru g  s t o r e  - -  e v en  in to  K TB C  

w h e r e  P a t  h a d  g lo w e re d  a t  th em  a n d  a s k e d  th em  i f  th e y  h a d  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .

A s f o r  L u c i ,  sh e  w a s  the l e a s t  w o r r i e d  of the  lo t.  H e r  d e s c r ip t i o n  

of w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w a s  r e a l l y  h i l a r io u s .  F in a l ly  she  tu rn e d  to one of h e r  

f o l lo w e r s  a n d  s a id  s o m e t h in g  l ik e  th is :  "L o o k . I know y o u 'v e  go t y o u r  

job to do a n d  I know y o u 'v e  got y o u r  o r d e r s  a n d  I w ould  be  the  l a s t  one 

to te l l  you th a t  you c a n ' t  do them  o r  to t r y  to s to p  you b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  not 

m y  p la c e .  B ut I th in k  w e c o u ld  g e t  the s o r t  of p ic tu r e  you w a n t  a n d  I 

c o u ld  go ab o u t  m y  b u s in e s s  in  p e a c e  if  you w ould  ju s t  te l l  m e  w h e n  y o u ' r e  

r e a d y  a n d  g e t  a  co u p le  of p i c t u r e s ,  a n d  we w ou ld  bo th  c o m e  ou t b e t t e r . "

I
I

' 'sr
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She s a id  the  young m a n 's  jaw  d ro p p e d  open  a n d  h e  lo o k ed  a t  h e r  in

p a r a l y z e d  a m a z e m e n t  a n d  s t a m m e r e d  a n d  s a id ,  " I 'v e  got m y  job  to

do. I 'v e  go t o r d e r s . " A nd she  r e a l i z e d  he  h a d n ' t  h e a r d  a  w o rd  sh e

h a d  s a id .  So s h e  w en t o v e r  i t  a g a in .  And then  in c r e d u lo u s  h e  s a id ,

"Y ou  m e a n  you  w ould  l e t  m e  tak e  a  p i c tu r e  of you  p ick in g  o u t  s o m e  of

th o s e  c a n s  of food  o r  s o m e t h in g ? "  " Y e s " ,  she  s a id .  So th e y  d id  a n d

h e  w en t a w a y  hap p y . U n fo r tu n a te ly  he  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  by  tw o o t h e r s

a n d  sh e  h a d  to go th ro u g h  th e  s a m e  p r o c e s s  a l l  o v e r  a g a in  - -  w e a r i e r

th is  t im e  a n d  th e y  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c y n ic a l  ab o u t the  w ho le  th ing .

She l i v e s  w ith  i t  w ith  g r a c e  an d  good h u m o r .  T h e  s a m e  c a n n o t

/ /
be  s a id  of a l l  the  Jo h n so n  f a m i ly  a l l  the t im e ,  f j

r
T h e y  a r e  e a r l y  e v e n in g s  h e r e ,  a n d  I l ik e  tha t .

We w e r e  b a c k  a t  M ac k e n  S t r e e t  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  11:00 a n d  to b e d  

w h e r e  I a m  r e a d in g  m y s e l f  to s le e p  w ith  T homas W olfe's  "O f T im e  a n d  the  

R i v e r " .  I h a v e  b e e n  s t r a n g e l y  c u t  off f r o m  the sw if t  r u s h in g  s t r e a m  of 

l i f e  in  W ash in g to n . I t ' s  b e e n  a  t im e  an d  p le a s a n t  la k e  o f  b a c k  e d d y  - -  

in s u la te d ,  c a lm ,  a w a r e  of the  c r i s i s  in  th e  M idd le  E a s t  b u t  n o t  c a u g h t  

u p  in  it .

■̂ 1


