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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

W e d n e sd a y ,  June 2 1 ,  1967 P a g e  1

It w a s  in d e e d  the lo n g e s t  day of the y e a r .  • I aw oke r a th e r  d a z e d ly  

to the n o i s e o f  p e o p le  m o v in g  a rou n d  in  the h o u s e  and h u s h ed ta lk  w ith  an  

o c c a s i o n a l  la u g h .  I  thought th is  c e r t a in ly  h a s  b e e n  a s h o r t  n igh t and  

r e a c h e d  fo r  the p h on e . I a s k e d  the o p e r a to r  w hat t im e  i t  w a s ,  an d  h e  ,U

s a id  12 :1 3 .  S o m e th in g  m u s t  b e  w r o n g .  I had thought it  w a s  m o r n in g .

I a s k e d  h im  a g a in  a n d  he  s a id  12:13, and  I r e a l i z e d  I had o n ly  b e e n  a s l e e p  

a n  h o u r .  A nd  a b o u t  that t im e  B i l l y  B a i l e y  s tu c k  h is  h ea d  in the d o o r ,

g r in n in g  c h e e r f u l ly  a n d  s a i d ,  "It lo o k s  l ik e  w e 'r e  in  b u s i n e s s ." A nd  ?'
' ■ ■- -- - : ,

-"V • -• T • ,,

q u ite  s tu p id ly  I  s a id ,  "Do you m e a n  i t ' s  t im e  to go to the h o s p i t a l ? ” ''"""/-J

■  .....■■ s i
" Y e s ,  I th ink  s o . "  I got up and w en t  in to  the k itch en  to s e e  i f  th e r e  w a s  ■

an yth in g  I c o u ld  d o . A nd th e r e  w a s  Joe Bats o n who had gone through  the 

r i tu a l  o f  p u tting  on  the c o f f e e  pot. And L u c i  w a s  in h e r  ro o m  putting  on  

h e r  m a k e u p .  So th ere  w a s  p len ty  of t im e  to d r e s s .  And I h ad  a  cu p  of 

J o e ’s c o f f e e .  L u c i  w a s  lau g h in g  and P a t  w a s  not. Y e s ,  h e r  s u i t c a s e  -
■ . ■■ 

w a s  r e a d y .  I h a d  s e e n  i t  s i t t in g  on a ta b le  p a ck ed  fo r  d a y s .  B i l l y  B a i l e y  v
 ̂ ■■

a c t u a l l y  lo o k e d  e la te d .  He an d  D r .  T h o m p so n  had go tten  in to  the habit
V ■ 'V''" ■ ' ■'•'V'*"

o f  tak ing  tu rn s  e a c h  m o r n in g  c a l l in g  r a th e r  a n x io u s ly  - -  "How do you

■ " "■ ■ " ■ ' ■ . ■ : ' ■ - ' v S
f e e l  th is  m o r n in g ? "  And L u c i  s a id  they  sou nd ed  d isa p p o in te d  w h en  sh e  

s a id ,  "I f e e l  f in e ."

It w a s  a l i t t l e  p a s t  1:00 w hen  L u c i  and P a t  l e f t  in one ca r  fo r  j

S e to n 's ,  an d  I f o l lo w e d  r ig h t  beh in d . I r e m e m b e r  I a s k e d  J e r r y  Ki v e t t  ;
i

w hat t im e  it w a s ,  an d  he sa id ,  "1:09" . I

. .....i.. .^.^aiwiiiti.11. Mil,  nmiifiiif t a iiifiii i«\riHw-i ------------------------- ------------------ -—
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We w e n t  s t r a ig h t  up to the 4th  f lo o r  w h e r e  L u c i  w a s  tak en  to a  

l a b o r  r o o m .  M a r y  L o v e  w a s  th e r e  a lr e a d y  I b e l i e v e .  A nd B i l l y  B a i l e y  

c a l l e d  D r .  P h i l ip  T h o m p so n ,  the o b s te t r ic ia n ,  and the o th er  m e m b e r s  

of  the te a m . A nd  b u r  old  fr ie n d .  D r .  M o rg a n .  T he young p e d ia t r ic ia n  

w ho w i l l  tak e  c a r e  of the baby. D r .  P h i l ip  K oc en . A nd the a n e s t h e s i o l o g i s t .

Lat e r, I r e a d  an  h i la r io u s  s t o r y  about w hat the n igh t lo o k e d  l ik e  f r o m  a  

r e p o r t e r ' s  s ta n d p o in t .  T h e y  h ad  b egu n  to g a th e r  a t  the h o s p i ta l  s h o r t ly  ‘

■ »

V,■ i-;. 

.c
'4

a f t e r  1:00 . A t f i r s t  the h o s p i ta l  s e c u r i t y  g u a rd s  s a id  th ey  d id n 't  know  

a n y th in g  about i t .  A dding h o w e v e r ,  "The n u r s e s  h a v e  b e e n  s a y in g  a l l  

day  a  b a b y  w a s  c o m in g  b e c a u s e  of the fu ll  m o o n ." T h en  th ey  b e g a n  

to s e e  the S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  e v e r y w h e r e  and then  S im on e  P o u la in e  ru sh in g  

in .  She c a m e  up to the 4th  f lo o r .  A nd then S to r m y  D a v is  w ith  p h on es  

u n d er  one a r m  and  phone b o o k s  u n d er  the o th e r .  H e 'd  s a v e d  both  a  

pink phone and  a b lu e  phone fo r  L u c i ' s  r o o m .  And so o n  th ey  b e g a n  : 

to r in g  - -  the p h o n e s  - -  L o s  A n g e le s  w an ted  to know w hat w a s  h ap p en in g  

said a  r a d io  s ta t io n  in  O hio . ; A nd the W ash in g ton  P o s t  w a s  g o in g  p a s t  it s  

3:00  d e a d l in e  w a it in g  on  w o rd .  A nd Joe Bats o n a p p ea red ,  b r in g in g  the  

m in t s  and  gu m . I l ik e  J o e .  C o lu m b ia ,  South C a ro lin a  c a l l e d  fo r  n e w s .  

A nd then  they  sa w  a lo t  o f  Si s t e rs s c u r r y in g  down the h a l l ,  and  th ey  thought  

that m e a n t  s o m e th in g .  N o, the n u r s e s  w e r e  go in g  to M a s s .  B u t they  

w o u ld  p r a y  fo r  the baby and L u c i .

I h ad  te le p h o n e d  Lyndon ju s t  b e fo r e  w e  le f t  the h o u se  that w e
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w e r e  go in g  to  the h o s p i ta l ,  and a s  so o n  a s  L u c i  w a s  s e t t l e d  in  the la b o r  

r o o m  I  w en t  dow n to the r o o m  that had b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to m e  on the th ird  

f l o o r  a n d  c a l l e d  M r s .  N u gen t,  w aking  h e r  up a s  I had L yndon. And then  

I c a l l e d  L yn d a  w h o m  I d id  n ot w ake  up. She w a s  out d ancin g , h e r  A g en t

s a id ,  an d I l e f t  w o r d  fo r  h e r  to c a l l  m e  no m a t te r  w hat t im e .

.. M y c h i e f  m e m o r y  of the n igh t  i s  the r e s p e c t ,  the pride^ I f e l t  in  L u c i ,  

S h e  w a s  go in g  th rough  th is  w ith  su c h  s tr e n g th ,  su ch  c h a r a c t e r .  She r e a l ly  

w a lk s  h an d  in  h a n d  w ith  l i f e ,  and sh e  i s  su p p o r ted  by h a p p in e s s .

_ : Wh e n  I  w e n t  in t o  the la b o r  r o o m , e v e r y b o d y  w a s  a l l  s m i l e s ,  the  

n u r s e s ,  the  d o c t o r s .  T h e y  lo o k e d  up at m e  and sa id ,  " Sh e's  c o o p e r a t in g  

b e a u t i fu l ly .  E v e r y th in g  i s  go in g  f in e ." F in a l ly  the s m i l e  fad ed  f r o m  L u c i ' s  

fa c e .  She lo o k e d  s t e r n  - -  e a r n e s t  - -  and  f in a l ly  w e a r y .  But n e v e r  fr ig h te n e d  

o r  in  g r e a t  p a in . H e r  h a ir  la id  l ik e  b la c k  w in g s  a lon g  h e r  p a le  c h e e k s .  

S o m e t im e  a f t e r  4 :0 0  I w e n t  dow n to m y  room  to g e t  s o m e  r e s t  an d  a c t u a l ly  

w e n t  b a c k  to s l e e p ,  l e a v in g  w o r d  w ith  J e r r y  Ki v e t t  to c a l l  m e  w h e n e v e r  the  

d o c t o r s  s a id  to .  It m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  6:30 w h en  he  k n ock ed  on m y door  

an d  I s l ip p e d  b a c k  in to  m y  c lo th e s  an d  s ta r t e d  b a ck  up to the fo u r th  f lo o r .

I m u s t  h a v e  c l im b e d  t h e s e  s t a i r s  tw o d o z e n  t im e s  ton ight.  J u s t  a s  I w e n t  

th ro u g h  the s w inging d o o r s  on the fou rth  f lo o r  a n u r s e  w hom  I do n ot  e v e n  

r e m e m b e r  s a id ,  "It's  a  b o y ."  O nce m o r e, r a th e r  r id i c u lo u s ly, I sa id ,  "Do  

you  m e a n  o u r s ? H as it  a l r e a d y  b e e n  b o r n ? "  T h e  n u r s e s  g a th e r e d  a r o und 

c o n f ir m e d  it .  In a m o m e n t  B i l l y  c a m e  out of the ro o m  a l l  s m i l e s  and s a id ,  

" L u c i  h a s  a b o y .  S h e 's  f in e .  S h e ' l l  be out in a few  m in u te s .  A nd the

*
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b a b y 's  f in e ." W ith o u t  w a it in g  fo r  a n y m o r e  d e t a i l s ,  I w en t  s t r a ig h t  

d o w n s ta ir s  and ph oned  Lyndon, w ak in g  h im  up a g a in .  He la u g h e d  and  

s a id ,  "A b o y ?  T h a t 's  f in e ." A nd then  so m e th in g  jok ing about m e  b e in g  

G r a n d m a . A nd th en  I phoned  M r s .  N u g en t  w ho w a s  v e r y  w a r m  and happy  

and  s w e e t .  A nd  L ynda had c a l l e d  m e  b a c k  on ly  a  f e w  h o u r s  b e f o r e  at the  

end o f an  e v e n in g  o f  p a r ty in g  an d  d an c in g  w ith  G e o r g e  in N ew  Y o r k .  But  

I w a n te d  h e r  to h e a r  i t  f r o m  m e  and  not the n e w s p a p e r s .  And s o  I w o k e  

h e r  up. And a l l  o f  h e r  in q u ir ie s  w e r e  about L u c i .  W as I s u r e  s h e  w a s  

a l l  r ig h t?

A s i s t e r  c a m e  in  and b rou gh t m e  s o m e  c o f f e e .  And P a t  w e n t  dow n  

w ith  c i g a r s  and candy, lo o k in g  t ir e d  and happy and n eed in g  a s h a v e .  

R e p o r t e r s  a r e  not h is  f a v o r i t e  p e o p le .  He i s  not a s  e a s y  w ith  them  a s  

L u c i  i s .  B ut th is  t im e  h e  m e t  th em  w ith  good  g r a c e  - -  q u ite  b r i e f l y  - -  

and to ld  th em  that L u c i  and  P a t  w e r e  both  f in e .  And that the b a b y  had  

w e ig h e d, s u r p r is in g ly , 8 pounds 10 o u n c e s . The  h ig h e s t  w e ig h t  any  

d o c to r  had g u e s s e d  w a s  7 p ou nd s .  And L u c i  had o n ly  ga in ed  15 pounds in  

a l l .  It w a s  21 in c h e s  lon g  and had s la t e  g r a y  e y e s  a n d  b lond  h a ir .  And  

then  the h a l l  w a s  fu ll  of d o c to r s  c o m in g  and go in g , and n u r s e s .  And  

s m i l e s  and  c o n g r a tu la t io n s .  And S im o n e 's  r e l i e f  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  a s  

g r e a t  a s  a n y o n e 's .

It w a s  q u ite  by  m is t a k e  that I s tu m b le d  in to  the r e p o r t e r ' s  r o o m .  

S im o n e  had a s k e d  m e  to m e e t  them  fo r  a m in u te ,  and I thought sh e  w a s

J.'-*
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i

th e r e  w a it in g  fo r  m e .  B ut sh e  had  taken  a d e tou r  arou n d  to m y  r o o m

to m e e t  w ith  a team  of  d o c t o r s .  T h e y  a l l  r u s h e d  out to m e e t  m e  - -  
•t

D o r o th y  M c C a r d le  a c t u a l ly  th rew  h e r  a r m s  arou n d  m e ,  w h ic h  I thought  

w a s  r a th e r  s w e e t .  And th e r e  w e r e  a s h o w e r  of e x c i t e d  q u e s t io n s .  And

m y  a n s w e r s  that w in  no N o b e l  Prize - - ' \ ia p p y  and r e l i e v e d ,  g la d  fo r  L u c i  a n d

i t  tf  ■ '  __________

P a t ,  no, n o , n o ,  I c o u ld n 't  go on t e l e v i s io n .  With an  a s id e  to  th e  g i r l s ,

"You a l l  know  w h e r e  I'm  go in g  - -  to the b ea u ty  p a r lo r ! " •

B a c k  up in  m y  r o o m  in  the th ird  f l o o r, I found S im o n e  and w a s

r e a s s u r e d  b y  a l l  the d o c to r s  that L u c i  and the baby w e r e  in d e e d  f in e .

It w a s  a l i t t l e  b e fo r e  9:00  w h en  I l e f t  the h o s p i t a l , u n d e c id e d  what 

to  do w ith  th is  d ay . I had  a d ate  to m e e t  N a n c y  N e g le y  at the R a n c h ,  and

I w a s  a lm o s t  too  t ir e d  to w o r k ,  but too  e x c i t e d  to s l e e p .  So I d r o v e  out

the f a m i l ia r  r o a d  and m e t  N a n c y  and w e  sp en t  a happy h a lf  day  a t  our

f a v o r i t e  p a s t  t im e  r e p e a te d  two o r  th r e e  t im e s  e a c h  y e a r  - -  h an g in g

p ic t u r e s  and a r r a n g in g  fu r n itu r e ,  w e a v in g  into  the s p r e a d in g  c o m p le x

o f  the R anch  the th in g s  that w e  b u y  o r  a r e  g i v e n , fro m  P unta  d e l  E s t e

to A u s t r a l ia .

We w o r k e d  a t  the m a in  h o u se  and  the t r a i l e r  and the C e d a r  H o u s e  

and b r ie f l y  c h e c k e d  out the g u e s t  h o u s e .  We had  a c h e e s e  s o u f f l e  lu n ch eo n  

a t  1:00 an d  th en  a c c o m p a n ie d  by a team  of J a m e s  and M r .  K le in  and  

b eg in n in g  to f e e l  g r o g g y  w ith  w e a r i n e s s  w e  w ent to the L e w is  R a n c h .

N a n c y  h a s  su c h  f r e s h  id e a s  and a v e r y  s u r e  hand. M uch of the c h a r m

.............i-i.,r,ir i n n r iv r i i^ l in - tn  a n i l*  i t l l f h i f c l i l ( 6 t l l i i* i l r ^ t f 'i l '~ M V il f '  r r -----------— — -------------~
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o f  m y  h o u s e  i s  b e c a u s e  of h e r .

It w a s  p a s t  3 :30  w h en  w e  s a id  goodb ye a t  the L e w is  R a n c h ,  and  

I d r o v e  s t r a ig h t  to L a r r y ' s  in A u s t in  for a  sh a m p o o  and s e t ,  and  s m i l e s  

an d  c o n g r a tu la t io n s  fr o m  a l l  h i s  c u s t o m e r s .  H is  d ev o t io n  to  h e r  i s  v e r y  

w a r m  and  f i r m ,  an d  I s e e  it  e c h o e d  e v e r y w h e r e  I go. L u c i  and P a t  had  

m a d e  a  p la c e  fo r  t h e m s e l v e s  in  A u s t in .  I w a s  the l a s t  c u s t o m e r .  It 

w a s  7 :00 w h e n  I  w e n t  b r i e f l y  b a c k  to L u c i ' s  and c h a n g ed  m y  b e d r a g g le d  

c l o t h e s  r e a l i z i n g  that th is  w a s  the m a k eu p  that I had put on s h o r t ly  a f t e r  

m id n ig h t .  A n d  then  b a c k  to the h o s p i ta l  to v i s i t  w ith  L u c i  for  a n  h o u r .

T h is  m o r n in g  w hen  I h ad  s e e n  h e r  a f te r  the baby  w a s  b o rn  sh e  

h ad  b e e n  g r o g g y ,  and sh e  had  known sh e  w a s  g r o g g y .  She tu rn ed  h e r  h e a d  

on the p i l lo w  an d  s a id  to m e ,  "H i, M oth er .  " And then sh e  b eg a n  to b a b b le  

on and  in te r r u p te d  h e r s e l f  to sa y ,  "I don't know w hat I'm  s a y in g .

N ow  sh e  lo o k e d  qu ite  h e r s e l f  - -  b ea u t ifu l ,  happy, bu bbling  w ith  

ta lk . - I  do n o t  a c tu a l ly  r e m e m b e r  w hen  it  w a s  that I f i r s t  w e n t  in to  the  

ro o m  n e x t  d o o r  and  lo o k e d  at l i t t l e  P a t r i c k  Lyndon. N or do I r e m e m b e r  

w h e n  I f i r s t  h e a r d  h is  n a m e .  I had  a s k e d  P a t  that m o r n in g  if  th ey  had  

n a m e d  h im .  H e s a id ,  " Y es  'e m .  W e've  d e c id e d  on a n a m e .  But w e  

h a v e n 't  a n n o u n c e d  it  y e t ." I s a id ,  " W ell , don't t e l l  m e  th e n , b e c a u s e  I don 't  

w an t to  l e t  i t  s l ip  u n t il  y o u 'v e  s a id  i t ." So a l l  day long I h ad n 't  known w h at  

the b a b y 's  n a m e  w a s  u n t il  s o m e t im e  - -  I think it w a s  the m id d le  of the 

a f te r n o o n  - -  P a t  had  c a l l e d  m e  a t  the R anch  and told  m e ,  " P a tr ic k  L ynd on" .
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■ : ' ■ T he d o c to r s  c a in e  irn p o rta n tly  in  and put, a l l  s m i le s  an d

u tte r in g  r e a s s u r a ^ j ^ ^ f
SANm^O

iut a l l  h ad  gone sm ooth ly .
..,j;,w ;^ r::j::/ ..... m

Defdre I  had g o tten  the m e ssa g e  th a t E m ily  C row  S e l d ^
, . . . .

w ould  b e -g e ttin g - id : t^  w edding of h e r  n iece  - - L o is  a n d

, B everlyV s d a u g h te r ,;-S a lly fS 'X ja lie d  the S heffie lds  ̂ E m ily  h av e

a  la te  Mexicanisutraer:x:vv'it^h me.?,?/ She could.*̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ goodbye,

and^a^Iittle  befoi a  m ix tu re

B o f E s i'w e a rin e ss  a n d  h a p p i n e s s / d r o v e  up to the S h effie ld ’s h o m e W here

-  ̂ I  Em  i ly 's  w eddiiig som e 16 y e a r s  ago. And th e r e  w as m y  '

■ -JP- 

■■

. And w e a lw ay s  - , "

■ %  e a c h ,o th e r  y e  Sam and  B ev e rly  and L o is  and "Sally and young •>' •

S am m y and  a  b ev y  of g ro o m sm en  w e re  gathered^. B ut E m ily  an d  I q u ick ly  :

P/̂ Y d ep a rted  fo r  E l M ats w h e r e a n  the rabhafer grubby isurrbu^ “ v ’

a d e lig h tfiil hour} and hstH talk ing about p lays for the la s t  3 Q yearsV  a rg u in g  "

ourseX ves hugely . We co v e re d  the s u b je c t ^ 

g ra n d m o th e r  in  ab o u t one sen ten ce , ahd .th eh  dipped b ack  th re e  d ec ad e s

to
i >::■

:alk  abou t C e c ille  and  H elen  and  c la s s m a te s  f rom 1928 to V34»
■'■V' ’ -v” '-;,v ,■ ■’ ' .-^y' '■■f •' ■■ y::.-- : ■

; I w ent b a c k  to M acken S tre e t and g ra te fu l]^g o t in to  . ' _

b ed , P a t  w a s  a lre a d y  in , I  w as su re  th a t I could  s lee p  fo r  10 h o u rs . 

V:-,: A S g i lg i^ « :  th e 'y e a r  cam e to an  end.




