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<7 • It w a s  fo r  u s  two a n n iv e r s a r i e s  - -  Luci's 20th birthday and

L y n d o n 's  12th a n n iv e r s a r y  s in c e  that h e a r t  a t ta c k  that s t i l l  d iv id e s  our

l i v e s  r a th e r  l ik e  a  fa u lt  l in e  a c r o s s  the la n d s c a p e .
)

We a w o k e  w ith  that d e l i c io u s ,  m a r v e lo u s  f e e l in g  of j u s t i f i e d  r e s t ,  

h o l id a y ,  a f t e r  a s e v e r e  p r o t r a c t e d  s t r a in  of w o r k .  F e w  t im e s  in  h is  l i f e  

do I r e m e m b e r  a h a r d e r  two or  th r e e  w e e k s  for  L yn don  than th o se  that  

en d ed  on T h u r s d a y  w h en  w e f le w  down fo r  U n c le  H u ffm an 's  fu n e r a l .

And tod ay  w e  w e r e  ju st  e m e r g in g  into  the fu l l  jo y  of r e la x a t io n .  It 

w a s  e a r n e d .  If I c o u ld  grap h  the p a s t  y e a r  th e r e  w ou ld  be a d e c id e d  

dow n turn  that took  p la c e  s o m e t im e  a f te r  our re tu rn  fr o m  the S u m m it  

C o n fe r e n c e  in  the P h i l ip p in e s ,  If the graph  b ro k e  d r a m a t ic a l ly  d ow n w ard  

on e l e c t i o n  day in N o v e m b e r  I d id  not fu l ly  u n d e r s ta n d  it  then, but a s  the  

w e e k s  w o r e  on the f e e l in g  of b e in g  beleaguered , pum m e l l e d ,  c o r n e r e d  

b y  o b s t a c l e s  and p r o b le m s  m ou n ted . S o m e t im e  in la te  M arch  th e r e  

s e e m e d  to be  a b r e a k  and a s t a r t  up w ard  - -  a s lo w  a s c e n t  that p e r h a p s  

r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i th  w ith  the M id d le  E a s t  c r i s i s  and the K o sy g in  m e e t in g .  

And h e r e  w e w e r e  at the end o f  i t  - -  the p o l l s  o n ce  m o r e  h igh  and  a s e n s e  

of w e l l -b e in g  running through  the o f f ic e ,  through  the co u n try ,  through  u s .

L yndon  w o k e  in  an  e b u l l ie n t  m o o d  and b eg a n  to p lan  a p ic n ic  fo r  

M a r ie  and John C r i s w e l l  and V ic k i  and S im o n e . He c a l l e d  M a r ie  in  and  

s a id  "Now w h y  don't you take the b oa t  and get M a ry  to f ix  up s o m e  f r ie d  

c h ic k e n  and s o m e  d e v i l e d  e g g s ." He e v e n  had the m e n u  la id  out. And



W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, J u ly  2 , 1967 Pa^ge 2

he  tu rn ed  to m e and  s a id ,  "D on't I h a v e  s w e e t  p e o p le ? "  M a r ie  sa id ,  "You  

a r e  a s w e e t  m a n ." We a r e  so  lu ck y  to h a v e  h e r .  So o ff th ey  w e n t  on 

t h e ir  p ic n ic  w ith  a b ig  b a s k e t  fo r  the b ig  b oat .  A nd Lyndon a n d  I d ro v e  

to c h u r c h  a lo n e  - -  ju s t  the two o f  u s .  H e re  at th is  w e l l -p o p u la t e d  R anch  

that s e ld o m  h a p p e n s .  We w en t  to the C h r is t ia n  C hu rch  in  J o h n so n  C ity .

T h e  o ld  p e w s  an d  old  pu lp it  from  a ch u rch  in Buda m a k e  a p le a s a n t  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

a s  do the w in d o w s  that a r e  no lo n g e r  g a r i s h  c o lo r e d  but q u ite  s im p le ,  

r a t h e r  f r o s t e d .  And th e r e  w e r e  f r e s h  f lo w e r s  fr o m  g a r d e n s  - -  m a r ig o ld s  

and z in n ia s  d e c o r a t in g  the c h u rch .

A f te r w a r d s  w e  sp o k e  to h a lf  the c o n g r e g a t io n  a s  w e w a lk e d  down  

th e  a is le ,  and out in  fr o n t  fa ith fu l H e len  T h o m a s  had r e c r u i t e d  q u ite  a 

grou p  of p h o to g r a p h e r s .  We had  a c tu a l ly  s l ip p e d  in to  c h u r c h  a lo n e  u n n oticed !

We ro d e  b a c k  b y  the L e w is  R an ch  - - a  b r ie f  tr ip  o v er  the s u n -b a k e d  

h i l l s ,  and then  b a c k  to the h o u se  by  1:00 fo r  a r a th e r  e a r ly  lu n ch  a s  our  

l i f e  g o e s  h e r e .  And then a nap of a b l i s s f u l ,  e u p h o r ic  t im e .  L ynd on  r e a l l y  

s le p t  and I u s e d  the t im e  to w o r k .  Luc i and P a t  a r e  s ta y in g  a t  the C ed a r  

H o u se .  And P a t r i c k  Lyndon and M r s .  Gf e l l e r  in  the b a ck  b e d r o o m .  A nd  

F a th e r  K ie fe r  w ho h a s  m e l t e d  in to  the h o u se h o ld  a s  i f  w e  had  know n h im  

a l l  ou r  l i v e s  in  the t in y  ro o m  in the m id d le .  We s e e  them  at  m e a l s  and  

a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a day  L yndon  an d  I w a lk  up th e r e  or  d r iv e  b y  a n d  s to p  for  

a v i s i t  w ith  the b ab y. L yndon  h o ld s  h im  w ith  the m o s t  a m a z in g  e a s e .

And L u c i a c t s  a s  though th is  i s  w hat sh e  h a s  b e e n  w a it in g  fo r  a l l  h e r  l i f e  - -
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a s s u r e d ,  happy, but ju st  a s  a n x io u s  to be s i z e  7 and ch a n g in g  c lo th e s  four  

t im e s  a d ay . What a to ta l ly  f e m a le  l i t t l e  p e r s o n  sh e  i s .

It w a s  a *  lu x u r io u s  lo n g  a f te r n o o n ,  and then  about 5:00 w e a l l  

g a th e r e d  - -  L u c i  and P a t ,  M a r y  and J im , and  F a th e r  K ie fe r ,  and le f t  

the R a n c h  in  the ch o p p e r  and s to p p in g  a t  the K r im  R anch  to p ic k  them  

up a lo n g  w ith  M a r ie  and John C r i s w e l l  and the M cH u g h es  w ho had f in is h e d  

th e ir  p ic n ic  and b o a t in g ,  and  we^^went to the b e a c h  h o u s e .

L yndon  and a young c r o w d  took  the s p e e d  b oat ,  and I w en t  in  the 

b ig  b o a t  w ith  A rth u r  and F a th e r  K ie fe r  and an  o c c a s io n a l  ex c h a n g e  of  

o t h e r s .  I  a lo n g  T h o rn to n  W ilder's "The E ig h th  D ay", but it

c o u ld  not co m  p e te  w ith  the b e a u ty  o f  the tw il ig h t  and ly in g  on top of the
j

b o a t  lo o k in g  a t  the sk y .  And at R eh ob oth  B ea ch , L ynda B ir d  w a s  doing  

the s a m e .  She had so u n d ed  quite , e x c i t e d  - -  r e a l ly  a^ c l e r a ted ^^^^^bout 

go in g  to the b e a c h  w ith  a bunch o f  young p e o p le .  C huck  Robb w a s  h e r  

d a te .  A nd th e r e  w o u ld  be s o m e  NCS g i r l s  in  the c r o w d . We g a th e r e d  

a t  the H ayw ood  R a n c h  a l i t t l e  b e fo r e  8 :0 0 -- the H i l l s ,  the M o u rsu n d s ,  and  

the W e s t s  jo in e d  u s  fo r  d in n e r .  We had  a b ir th d a y  c a k e  fo r  L u c i  - -  

w h ite  w ith  l e m o n  f i l l in g  and c a n d le s  and w e a l l  sa n g  u n der  the l i v e  oak  

t r e e s  on the b r ic k  p a v ed  t e r r a c e .  And I w is h e d  w e  had m a d e  p ic t u r e s  o f  

i t  a s  I w a tc h e d  h e r  in ten t  l i t t l e  fa c e  b lo w in g  out the c a n d le s  an d  r e m e m b e r in g  

the 6 - y e a r  o ld  fa c e  that I had  r e c o r d e d  w ith  m y  own m o v ie  c a m e r a .

W e  d id n 't  h a v e  any  g if t s  in  hand for  h e r  - -  b u t  a p r o m is e  of c o p ie s
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o f  the o ld  m o v i e s  of h e r  w hen  sh e  w a s  two w e e k s  o ld  and  on up*^ idcid of  

a s c r e e n  to sh ow  h e r  own m o v ie s  on. Lyndon had g iv e n  th em  an  8 m i l l i m e t e r  

m o v ie  c a m e r a  the C h r i s t m a s  b e f o r e  and  a p r o je c to r  s o m e  t im e .

I had  W e s l e y  on m y  r ig h t  and John H i l l  on m y  le f t .  A nd it  w a s

an e v e n in g  o f  s e r e n i t y  an d  co n te n tm e n t .  And I f e l t  fo r  Lyndon it m u s t  b e  

l ik e  the b a l m  o f  G i l e a d

We w en t  h o m e  r ig h t  a f te r  d in n er  - -  about 11:00 - -  and a rub in  

b ed  w ound up th is  good  day.


