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T u e s d a y ,  Ju ly  4th ,  c o v e r e d  the whole  r a n g e  of e m o t i o n s .  It

b e g a n  w i th  h a p p i n e s s .  Lyndon  a n d  I h a d  o u r  coffee  and  ju ic e  t o g e t h e r

in h i s  r o o m  a l i t t l e  p a s t  9:00.  And th e n  I d r e s s e d  f o r  c h u r c h  w h i le

ta lk in g  to L y n d a .  It h a s  t u r n e d  out so  h a p p i ly  ab o u t  h e r ,  the  w a y  she

f e e l s  ab o u t  b e in g  the p r o x y  G o d m o th e r  of L u c i ' s  baby .  T h e  G e r a r d

N u g e n ts  a r e  the  r e a l  G o d p a r e n t s .  I t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  tha t  they  be  C a th o l ic .

But s in c e  s h e ' d  h a d  a  b a b y  ju s t  two d a y s  a f t e r  L uc i ,  they  c o u l d n ' t  c o m e

fo r  the c e r e m o n y .  And L u c i  v e r y  m u c h  w a n te d  Lynda  to h o ld  P a t r i c k
not

L y ndon  a n d  to a c t  a s  p r o x y  G o d m o t h e r .  Not only  d id  s h e  / f e e l  s l ig h ted ,  

she  w a s  d e l ig h t e d  to.  And y e s ,  i t  w ou ld  be p e r f e c t l y  a l r i g h t  to h a v e  Joe  

a s  h o n o r a r y  G o d fa th e r .  So it w o r k e d  out to the h a p p i n e s s  of e v e r y o n e .

L u c i  w o r e  h e r  p ink  go ing -aw ay  d r e s s  an d  a  p ink  h e a d b a n d .  A nd  

P a t r i c k  L y n d o n  w o r e  the s a m e  d r e s s  t h a t  L u c i  an d  Lynda  B i r d  h a d  w o r n  

an d  tha t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  by  M r s .  J o h n so n .  And the  s w e e t  l a d i e s  of the 

so  a n d  so c i r c l e  of M o n tg o m e r y ,  A l a b a m a  h a d  ta k e n  the p e t t i c o a t  of 

M r s .  J o h n s o n ' s  c h r i s t e n i n g  d r e s s  an d  h a d  e m b r o i d e r e d  on i t  L u c i ' s  

n a m e  a n d  b i r t h d a t e  a n d  P a t r i c k  L y n d o n ' s .  A nd  one of h e r  f a v o r i t e  Nuns 

in  the h o s p i t a l  h a d  m a d e  a n  a d o r a b l e  c a p  fo r  the baby .  And two m o r e  

e l d e r l y  l a d i e s  f r o m  W etu m p k a ,  A l a b a m a  who h a d  b e e n  f r i e n d s  of m y  

Aunt E f f i e ' s  h a d  c r o c h e t e d  s o m e  d a r l i n g  b o o t i e s .
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L y n d o n  an d  I a n d  L u c i  and  P a t  took  ou r  p l a c e s  in  the c h u r c h .

And th e n  L y n d a  an d  Joe  c a m e  w i th  P a t r i c k  Lyndon  v e r y  good in L y n d a ' s  

a r m s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  v e r y  s m a l l  g a t h e r i n g  in d eed .  W a r r i e  L y n n  and  

M a r y  L o v e  a n d  B i l ly  B a i l e y  a n d  E a r l  a n d  W ea ze  D eathe  w e r e  the  only  

o t h e r s  t h e r e .  F a t h e r  K e i f e r  p e r f o r m e d  the c e r e m o n y .  P h o t o g r a p h e r s  

w e r e  t h e r e  in fu l l  fo ld  a n d  f o r  once  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  a l l  s m i l e s .

P a t r i c k  Lyndon  b e h a v e d  l ike  a n  a n g e l  t h ro u g h  a  r a t h e r  long 

c e r e m o n y  u n t i l  a t  the  v e r y  end  w hen  F a t h e r  K e i f e r  p o u r e d  a  v e r y  s i z e a b l e  

f l a s k  of  w a t e r  r i g h t  on h i s  h e a d  a t  w h ic h  he c r i e d  out m i ld ly .

A nd  th e n  we a l l  s to o d  in f r o n t  of the  St. F r a n c i s  X a v i e r  C h u r c h  

f o r  a l l  the p i c t u r e s  they  w a n te d  to take .  Aftd-ttrgn Lynda  c o n t in u e d  to keep  

P a t r i c k  L y n d o n  a n d  d r o v e  h im  h o m e  the  long  w ay  a r o u n d .  S h e ' s  r e a l l y  

aw fu l ly  good w i th  h im  a n d  qu i te  in love  w i th  h i m .

T h e  B a i l e y s  a n d  the D e a th e s  c a m e  f o r  lunch ,  an d  of c o u r s e  Jo e .

A nd  t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  t a lk  ab o u t  w h en  I  w ou ld  go to P a l o  D u r o

W hat  a  s i m p l e  c e r e m o n y  th is  b a p t i s m  in c o m p a r i s o n  to the 

e l a b o r a t e  w edd ing  of l a s t  A u g u s t  6th i

About 2 :30 w i th  J a k e  P i c k l e  we  le f t  in  the  J e t s t a r  f o r  the  f u n e r a l  

of M e r l e  P a t m a n  in  T e x a r k a n a .  I took  a long  a  b ig  s t a c k  of m a i l  an d  s ig n e d  

i t^m ak ing  A sh to n  i t s  c u s to d i a n .  And we t a lk e d  w i th  J ak e  ab o u t  the p o s s i b l e  

t r i p  to R o u n d  T op  on F r i d a y .  I w a n t e d  Lyndon  to u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a p p r o v e  

of i t .  And J a k e  i s  a  good s a l e s m a n .  J u s t  th i s  m o r n i n g ,  L y ndon  h a d  sa id .
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"W ould  you l ike  to f ly  on o v e r  to K a r n a c k ? "  I e a g e r l y  w ould ,  bu t  the 

l o g i s t i c s  - -  h o w ?  He f i g u r e d  out tha t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  co u ld  m e e t  u s .  I got 

A sh t o n  to c a l l  D o rri s  a n d  R u th .  A sh to n  got the  d iv id en d  of going  a lo n g  fo r  

a n  h o u r  o r  two v i s i t  w i th  h e r  fo lks  in  S h r e v e p o r t .  We r e a c h e d  T e x a r k a n a  

a  l i t t l e  p a s t  t h r e e .  We h a d  to ld  no one e x c e p t  W r ig h t  P a t m a n  - -  a n d  h im ,  

j u s t  th i s  m o r n i n g ,  th a t  we  w e r e  c o m in g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the w o r d »  gets 

a r o u n d  b y  o s m o s i s .  And t h e r e  w a s  a  s m a l l  c r o w d  a t  the a i r p o r t .  We 

s m i l e d  g r a v e l y  an d  r o d e  to W r ig h t  P a t m a n ' s  h o m e .  L y n d o n  h a d  b r o u g h t  

a lo n g  s e v e r a l  b u s h e l s  of  p e a c h e s  - -  one he took to the P a t m a n  h o u s e  w hich  

I r e m e m b e r e d  f r o m  c a m p a i g n  stops.^ ^ o u l d  i t  be  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  1941?

I th in k  so .  A l l  the  f a m i l y  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  t h e r e  - -  t h e i r  t h r e e  s o n s  and  

n u m e r o u s  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  r e l a t i v e s  an d  f r i e n d s .  We h a d  the  q u i c k  r i t u a l  

of a  cup  of co f fee .  F o o d  w a s  s p r e a d  on  the  d in ing  r o o m  t a b le  a s  i s  the 

cu s to m  in  the  South  a t  the  t im e  of a  f u n e r a l .  W r ig h t  had  g r e e t e d  u s  a t  the 

s t e p s  - -  e m o t i o n a l ,  a l m o s t  w i th  t e a r s  in h i s  e y e s ,  than k in g  u s  f o r  c o m in g .  

And  Lyndon  s a i d  q u i te  s im p ly ,  " I  c o u ld n ' t  be  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  today ." W r ig h t  

u s e d  to s e r v e  in  the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i th  L y n d o n ' s  f a t h e r .  A nd  he h a s  b e e n  

o u r  c lo s e  f r i e n d  s in c e  1937 w h en  we w en t  to C o n g r e s s  w h e r e Wright wa s  a l r e a d y  

a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a  p o w e r f u l  m e m b e r .

Bone  of the bo n e  of e a s t  T e x a s ,  he  h a s  s e r v e d  i t  v e r y  s h r e w d l y  

an d  w e l l  f o r  c l o s e  to 40 years^  c o n ta in in g  s o m e t h in g  of the  c o u n t r y b o y  

touch, bu t  q u i t e  c a p a b l e  of m a t c h i n g  w i t s  w i th  anybody  he  m e e t s  in  the
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C a p i to l .  And the  c u r r e n t  c r o p  of y o u n g s t e r s  a r e  a lw a y s  p r e s e n t  in h i s  

o f f ice  in  the s u m m e r t i m e s .  Unl ike  s o m e  p o l i t i c i a n s  he  k e e p s  up  h i s  

t i e s  w i th  the  fo lks  a t  h o m e  a s s i d u o u s l y .

We d r o v e  to the  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d  s a t  i n c o n s p i c u o u s l y  in 

a  m i d d l e  pew.  I  do not th ink  m a n y  of the  p e o p le  knew th a t  we  w e r e  t h e r e .

I  s a w  a few f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  - -  the  J ak e  G .  M ah a f fey s ,  the  J o h n  S i m m o n s ,  

an d  s u d d en ly ,  v e r y  w a r m l y ,  G o rd o n  F u l c h e r  whom  w e  h a v e  known fo r  

30 y e a r s .

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  s w e e t ,  p e r s o n a l  and  fu ll  of eu logy .  Not j u s t  

the  c o o l  r e a d i n g  of v e r s e s  f r o m  the B ib le ,  bu t  a  w a r m  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the  

l i fe  of M e r l e  P a t m a n  to w hom  yjoo. w e r e  say in g  goodbye.

A s  w e  found o u r  w ay  to the c a r ,  J a k e  P i c k l e  b e s i d e  u s ,  I c o m m e n t e d  

on i t .  A nd  L yndon  s a i d  he thought  so  too.  And th e n  w e n t  on  to s a y  qu i te  

p o s i t i v e l y  " W e l l ,  I w a n t  to t e l l  you w ha t  I w a n t  m y  f u n e r a l  to be  l ik e .  I 

w a n t  s o m e b o d y  who i s  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  who c a n  s p e a k  r e a l  w e l l ,  to t a l k  

fo r  a b o u t  10 m i n u t e s .  And then  I w an t  a  r e a l  p r e t t y  song - -  s o m e b o d y  

l ik e  A n i ta  B r y a n t .  And I w an t  it  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d . " R ig h t  t h e r e  w i th  a l l  

the  m o u r n e r s  p o u r in g  out of the  c h u r c h  I h a d  t r o u b l e  r e s t r a i n i n g  a  l au g h in g  

fit! li
In the  c r o w d  we got a  s ig h t  of G o rd o n  F u l c h e r ' s  f a c e .  Lyndon  s e n t  

f o r  h im  a t  o n c e .  He h a s  the q u i c k e s t  r e a c t i o n .  He d r o v e  w i th  u s  a n d  we 

c a u g h t  SH up  on the l a s t  few y e a r s  in  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to h i m .  He w a s
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the  e d i t o r  of a  s m a l l  town n e w s p a p e r  in  A t la n ta .  He c a l l e d  L yndon  "L y n d o n "  

w i th  su c h  e a s e  tha t  I a m  s u r e  he  w as  qu i te  u n c o n s c i o u s  of i t .  E v e r y b o d y  

e l s e  c a l l s  h im  " M r .  P r e s i d e n t " .  T o  m y  de l ig h t  h e  e x p r e s s e d  a n  a w a r e n e s s  

a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t  in  o u r  c o n s e r v a t i o n - b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  I  to ld  him 

i t  w ou ld  j u s t  d e p e n d  on the  fo lks  b a c k  h o m e  l ike  h i m ,  a n d  to b a c k  i t  w i th  

e d i t o r i a l s  an d  a c t i o n .  - .
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/■----------
So m e o n e  in  the  c r o w d  h a d  c o m e  up to m e  an d  h a d  to ld  m e  abou t  

t h e i r  p la n t in g s  of B r a d f o r d  p e a r  t r e e s  h e r e  in  the  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  of  

T e x a r k a n a .

T h e  c e r e m o n y  a t  the  c e m e t e r y  w as  v e r y  b r i e f .  We s a i d  ou r  

go o d b y es  once  a g a i n  to a l l  the  P a t m a n s  an d  e m b r a c e d  W righ t .  And  then 

got in  the  h e l i c o p t e r  w h ic h  h a d  p a r k e d  n e a r b y .  Goodbye  l a s t  to G o rd o n  

a n d  w e  w e r e  a i r b o r n e  f o r  K a r n a c k  w i th  a  p r e s s  pool.  Bob Young an d  Sid 

D a v i s  a n d  F r a n k  C o r m i e r ,  M ike  P o s n e r  and  J a c k  H o r n e r .  As  we lo o k ed  

down o v e r  the  t e r r a i n  I co u ld  not h e lp  bu t  no t ice  the ch an g e  in  m y  s h o r t     
l i f e  t i m e .  What u s e d  to be  f o r t y  a c r e s  ija the m u le  c o u n t r y ,  s t r e t c h e s

a n d  s t r e t c h e s  of c o t to n  f i e ld s  w i th  s o m e  c o r n  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  a n d  m a n y
11

s m a l l  c a b i n s ,  w a s  now h e a v i l y  w ooded .  The  new  g r o u n d  c l e a r e d  w i th  

su c h  b a c k - b r e a k i n g  l a b o r  h a d  s e r v e d  the f a r m e r  f o r  on ly  a  l ife  t im e  o r  two. 

And now the  w o o d s  w e r e  c o m in g  b a c k  P i n e  and  c a t t l e / m u s t  I th in k  be 

t h e i r  c h i e f  i n d u s t r y .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a t h i r t y  m in u te  f l igh t ,  I found the n e w s -

m e n  v e r y  e a g e r  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d .  T h e y  w a n te d  to know a l l  a b o u t  the  b r i c k
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h o u s e ,  o u r  c o u r t s h i p  d a y s .  E v e r y b o d y  fe l t  in  a n  e x p a n s iv e  m o o d  I think.

T h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  v e r y  f r e s h  / a n d  g r e e n  - -  a  s t a r t l i n g  c o m p a r i s o n  to the  

Hi l l  Co u n t ry .  And  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  r a i n  h o u r s  o r  e v e n  m i n u t e s  

b e f o r e .  T h e r e  vi^ere poo ls  of w a t e r  a n d  l e a v e s  w e r e  s t i l l  w e t  a n d  the  sk y  

w a s  d a r k  w i th  c lo u d s .

T h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d  s e t t l e d  down onto Dorris '  f r o n t  law n  a n d  t h e r e  

th e y  w e r e  w a i t in g  to g r e e t  u s  - -  D orr i s  an d  Hugh, t h e i r  s o n - i n - l a w  Dudley  

T a y l o r ,  an d  t h e i r  l i t t l e  g r a n d s o n  D udley ,  t h e  E d w a r d  Odo m s , I II w i th

t h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  an d  V e lm a .

We got ou t  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  hugg ing  and  k i s s i n g  and  in t r o d u c i n g  

a n d  then  we s s s d s e  w e n t  i n s id e .  We b r o u g h t  a lo n g  o u r  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  an d

L y n d o n  h a d  v e r y  though t fu l l ly  a s k e d  f o r  a p a ck a g e  of g if ts  f o r  D orr i s '  new
-1

g r a n d s o n  b o r n  j u s t  t h r e e  d a y s  b e f o r e .  D iana  is  s t i l l  in the  h o s p i t a l  w i th

h i m .  And s h e  h a s  b e e n  k e ep in g  l i t t l e  Dudley.  L y n d o n  h a d  a  m e d a l l i o n

f o r  h i m ,  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  p i c t u r e ,  s e v e r a l  l i t t l e  i t e m s .  And a l s o  a  m e d a l l i o n

fo r  Dorris  a n d  Hugh  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  V e lm a .  He lo v e s  doing  th i s .

T h e  White  H o u se  p h o t o g r a p h e r  w e n t  w i th  u s  e v e r y w h e r e  an d  I  hope  got

so m e  good  p i c t u r e s .  D o r i s  h a d  co ffee  a n d  s n a c k s  a n d  c o o k ie s  pu t  out

a n d  i n s i s t e d  on in v i t in g  the n e w s p a p e r  m e n  in^which they  s e e m e d  to

a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  m u c h .  H e r  h o u s e  i s  fu l l  of p i c t u r e s  of u s ,  c o v e r i n g

m a n y  y e a r s .  Such a c o m f o r t a b l e ,  p l e a s a n t  h o u s e ,  a n d  su ch  a  t r i u m p h

f o r  h e r  to h a v e  m a d e  so m u c h  of h e r  l i fe  in the  r e s t r i c t e d  s u r r o u n d i n g s  

of K a r n a c k .
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We h a d  a  l i t t l e  v i s i t  an d  then  Dorris  p i l e d  in the c a r  w i th  u s  

a n d  we d r o v e  down to s e e  the  h i s t o r i c a l  m a r k e r ,  a n d  the l i t t l e  p lo t  

a t  the  c r o s s r o a d s  w h e r e  the  c i t i z e n s  I m p r o v e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  of K a r n a c k  

h a s  pu t  in  g r a s s  a n d  s h r u b s  a n d  f l o w e r s .  And  I w a s  r e a l l y  v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y  

s u r p r i s e d .  We s a w  the new s i t e  of the P o s t  Off ice  to w h ic h  I ho p e  to 

r e t u r n  in O c t o b e r  p e r h a p s  o r  in  the Spr ing  p la n t in g  s e a s o n  a n d  m a k e  

a  gift  of s o m e  s h r u b b e r y .  I t ' s  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p lo t ,  b u t  I th in k  a  dogwood 

a n d  s o m e  e a s y  m a i n t e n a n c e  shr u b b e r y  m ig h t  g ive  i t  a  l i t t l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

a n d  c h a r m .  And  then  we ro d e  th ro u g h  Caddo Sta te  P a r k  w h ic h  on J u ly  4th 

w a s  fu l l  of p e o p le  - -  c h i l d r e n  w swing ing ,  f a m i l i e s  s i t in g  a t  p i c n ic  t a b l e s ,  

m e n  pu l l ing  t h e i r  b o a t s  in  out of the w a t e r  down a t  the C ad d o  land ing  w h e r e  

the  b ig  s t e a m b o a t s  u s e d  to c o m e  up  70 y e a r s  ago  o r  so .  Nobody knew 

w ho  w e  w e r e  - -  a  f a c t  t h a t  s e e m e d  to a m a z e  the n e w s p a p e r  p e o p le .

A nd  then  we r o d e  on out to the  Br i c k  House .

R u th  w a s  m o s t  eagerJH  to s e e  u s  an d  g r e e t e d  u s  so  w a r m l y .

L y n d o n  gave  h e r  a  l i t t l e  c h a r m .  I w a s  g r a t e f u l  th a t  he  d id .  And  then  

sh e  to o k  u s  t h ro u g h  th e  d o w n s t a i r s  to show u s  how she  h a d  done i t  o v e r  

a n d  I w a s  h a r d  p r e s s e d  to s a y  a n y th in g  b e c a u s e  the d r a p e s  a n d  the  

f u r n i t u r e  have  no r e l e v a n c e  the o ld  c h a r a c t e r  of the h o u s e .

A s  we w a l k e d  I s a w  v e r y  few r e m i n d e r s  of m y  m o t h e r ' s  day,

two ,oak r o c k in g  c h a i r s  tha t  I h ave  s e e n  m y  daddy  r o c k i n g  in  by  the f i r e
I

f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  h a l f  a  d  c e n t u r y .  How I w ould  love  to have  one of them'.

And two o r n a t e l y  c a r v e d  b l a c k  c h e s t s .  T h e y  lo o k  r a t h e r  l ik e  t e ak .
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T h e i r  p e r i o d  o r  s ty le  a r e  r e a l l y  unknown to m e  -- Jacobean? And th e y  a r e  d e a r  on ly  

b e c a u s e  I r e m e m b e r  th em  f r o m  the  e a r l i e s t  d a y s  of m y  l i fe .  And t h e r e  

on  the m a n t e l  w e r e  two f a m i l i a r  v a s e s ^ b r i g h t l y  f lo w e re d ^ th a t  a lw a y s  s tood  

on  the  l iv in g  r o o m  m a n t e l  in  m o t h e r ' s  t im e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  

new.

We  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  a n d  the  v iew  f r o m  the  b a l c o n i e s  - -  the f r o n t  one

on the  w e s t  an d  the long one on the e a s t  - -  i s  s t i l l  b r e a t h - t a k i n g .  One s a d

th ing  - -  the c a t a l p a  t r e e  a t  the  f r o n t  y a r d ] i s  qu i te  d e a d  - - a  g r a y  ghos t ,
'\

T h e  f i r s t  th ing  tha t  an y o n e  s h o u ld  do w i th  th a t  h o u s e  i s  p la n t in g  of l i f e -

t i m e  t r e e s  in the  f r o n t  y a r d .  S e v e r a l  of the  o ld  c e d a r  t r e e s  a r e  no m o r e  

than  s t o r m - r i d d l e d  t r u n k s .  But the c r e p e  m y r t l e s  w e r e  s t i l l  b e a u t i f u l .—̂  

' ^ l l  t r e e s ,  not s h r u b s ,  and  p ink  w i th  f l o w e r s .  In f ac t  f r o m  the o u t s id e  

I w a s  s t i l l  p r o u d  of the  o ld  b r i c k  h o u s e  a s  the  n e w s p a p e r  m e n  f a c e d  i t .  

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  t h e r e  who w a n te d  to take  p i c t u r e s .  We s to o d  f o r  t h e m .

B u t  u p s t a i r s  w hen  we found  s o m e  of the  old  b o o k c a s e s ,  th e y  w e r e  

q u i t e  e m p ty .  I a s k e d  R u th  w h e r e  the bo o k s  w e r e .  She s a i d  she  thought 

t h e y  w e r e  s t o r e d  in the  top s h e l v e s  of the c u p b o a r d  in the  b a t h r o o m .  I 

c a s u a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  tha t  i f  she  d id n ' t  w an t  th e m  a n y  m o r e  I w ou ld  l ik e  to 

p i c k  u p  s o m e  of t h e m .  She s a i d  she  would  be  g lad  f o r  m e  to.  And s h e  

k ep t  on  r e p e a t i n g  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  tha t  she w i s h e d  I  w ou ld  c o m e  b a c k  an d  

s t a y  s o m e .
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It w a s  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  7 :00 w h e n  we le f t  f r o m  D o r o t h y ' s  on the 

c h o p p e r  w av ing  goodbye  to e v e r y b o d y .  And I  put m y  h a n d  on L y n d o n ' s  

k n e e  a n d  s a id ,  " T h a n k s , d e a r I t  h a d  b e e n  a n  a m a z i n g  d a y  - -  a l l  the  

w a y  f r o m  the  b a p t i s m  of o u r  f i rst , fchild^to  the f u n e r a l  of a n  o ld  f r i e n d  

of 30 y e a r s , b a c k  to the  s c e n e  w h e r e  Lyndon  f i r s t  c o u r t e d  m e  in  the  l a t e  

s u m m e r  of ' 34.

We p ic k e d  up  A sh to n  in  a n  h i l a r i o u s l y  funny s c e n e  a t  the  S h r e v e p o r t

A i r p o r t  w h e r e  she  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  the  l i t t l e  lounge  - -  the

m e n  w i th  t h e i r  p a n t s  r o l l e d  up  a n d  s o m e  w i th  t h e i r  s h o e s  off a n d  in  t h e i r

h a n d s  a n d  the  w o m e n  s t ep p in g  g i n g e r l y  th r o u g h  deep  p o o ls  of w a t e r .  T h e

sk y  w a s  s t i l l  b l a c k  f r o m  a f l a s h  f lood  th a t  had  ta k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n g  the  l a s t  
■(

two h o u r s .  A sh to n  w ou ld  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  ab le  to ge t  out of the  a i r p o r t .  

F o r t u n a t e l y  h e r  f a m i l y  h a d  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  the s t o r m  b r o k e ,  so  th e y  h a d  

h a d  a  t w o - h o u r  v i s i t  w i th  w a t e r  up  to t h e i r  a n k l e s  i n s id e  the lounge  a t  the  

a i r p o r t .

One  of  m y  f e e l i n g s  a s  I  f lew  b a c k  w a s  of a m a z e m e n t  th a t  a f t e r  n e a r l y  

40 y e a r s  in  C o n g r e s s  the  only  m e m b e r s  t h e r e  a t  h i s  w i f e ' s  f u n e r a l  w e r e  

Bob  P o a g e  a n d  F r a n c e s  a n d  J a k e  P i c k l e  who h a d  gone w i th  u s  a n d  L y n d o n  

w ho h a d  s e r v e d  w i th  h im  f o r  24  y e a r s .  No S e n a to r  o r  G o v e r n o r  o r  o t h e r  

o f f i c i a l s .  A g r e a t  c h u r c h  fu l l  of f r i e n d s  an d  r e l a t i v e s .

As so o n  a s  we got to the  R a n c h  we l e f t  in  the h e l i c o p t e r  fo r  the 

W e s t  R a n c h .  I th ink  a  p a c k a g e  of 8 we w e r e  - -  the J o h n s o n s  a n d  the N u g e n t s
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a n d  fo u r  of the s ta f f .  And  w i th  the  H i l l s  a n d  the M o u r s u n d s  a n d  the W e s t s .

T h a t  m a d e  a  h a p p y  c r o w d — ^  p l e a s a n t  e v en in g  out by  the pool._. ^ d  a t  tha t

d i n n e r  ta b l e  th a t  i s  a lw a y s  l a d e n  w i th  the b e s t  an d  m o s t  p le n t i fu l  food.

It w a s  m id n i g h t  b e f o r e  we w en t  b a c k  to the R an c h .  I s i g n e d  s o m e  

m a i l  w h i le  g e t t in g  a  ru b  a n d  w en t  to s l e e p  c l o s e  to 1:00.

■ U M.
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