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It w a s  the  s o r t  of day  w i th  w h ich  I pay  f o r  m y  d ay s  a t  the R an ch .

It b e g a n  le i s u r e l y  enough. I s l e p t  u n t i l  9:30.  T h a t ' s  the g r e a t  bonus  of 

t h e s e  v e r y  d a r k  r o o m s .  T h e  s h a d e s  - -  the d r a p e s  - -  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e .

M y  d e s k  w a s  l o a d e d  and  I b e g a n  w o r k i n g  on i t .  But  Lyndon  c a l l e d  m e  

a n d  a s k e d  if I  w ou ld  w a lk  w i th  h im  j u s t  a c r o s s  to P e n n s y l v a n i a  Avenue  

a n d  s ee  the  S h r i n e r ' s  P a r a d e  f o r  a  few m i n u t e s .  We w a lk ed  r i g h t  t h ro u g h  

the f r o n t  h a l l  a m i d  the c r o w d  of t o u r i s t s  who f o r  the  f i r s t  few s e c o n d s  

d id n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  u s .  And then  t h e r e  w a s  a  r i s i n g  c h o r u s  of g ig g le s  a n d  

s h r i e k s  a s  we  w a l k e d  a m o n g  th e m  down the f r o n t  d r i v e  a n d  out the  ga te  

a c r o s s  P e n n s y l v a n i a  Ave w h e r e  the p a r a d e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e en  in  p r o g r e s s  f o r  a  

coup le  of h o u r s .

Sudden ly  the w o r d s  of the  b a r k e r  r e a c h e d  m y  e a r s  a n d  th e y  w e n t  

s o m e t h i n g  l ike  th i s :  " I m p e r i a l  C o u n c i l  of the A n c ie n t  A r a b i c  of so a n d  so 

a n d  so a n d  so  of  the  M a r c h i n g  Uni t  of the  M o s l e m  T e m p l e  of Z u r a " .  T h e  

m a r c h e r s  d id  i n d e e d  look  l ike  they  w e r e  r i g h t  ou t  of the  A r a b i a n  kn ig h ts  

o r  Sheik s  f r o m  the S a h a r a  d e s e r t  - -  m a n y  of th em  m o u n te d  on  b e a u t i f u l  

A r a b i a n  h o r s e s  a n d  c lo th e d  in  th i s  9 0 - d e g r e e  m u g g y  w e a t h e r ,  i n  long,  

f lowing  t e n t - l i k e  c o s t u m e s  of w h i te  an d  r e d  and  r o y a l  p u r p l e s  a n d  go lds .  

T h e r e  p r o b a b l y  w a s n ' t  a n  A r a b  in the c ro w d !  And v e r y  l i k e ly  the  m y s t i c  

c u s t o m s  of  the S h r i n e r s  h a v e  b e e n  going on f o r  50 o r  100 y e a r s .  But  a g a i n s t  

the b a c k d r o p  of the I s r a e l i - A r a b  w a r  the  w o r d s  " M o s l e m "  a n d  " A r a b "  

s u d d en ly  r e a c h e d  out a n d  g r a b b e d  m y  m in d ,  and  I w a s  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  of
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a l l  the  r e d  f e z e s  on a l l  the  m e n  inc lu d in g  Vice  P r e s i d e n t  H u b e r t  

H u m p h r e y  who w a s  in  the r e v i e w e r ' s  s tand .  He w a s  a  s o r t  of a  Gr a n d  

M a r s h a l  of the  p a r a d e  today .  Al5el su d d en ly  I lo o k ed  o v e r  a n d  saw  on 

s o m e b o d y ' s  r e d  fez  the  w o r d  " K a r n a k "  - -  tha t  w a s  the n a m e  of h i s  T e m p l e ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  m y  own h o m e  town'. C lo w n s  an d  b a n d s  an d  f l a g s  a n d  m a n y ,  

m a n y  u n i t s  of b e a u t i f u l  h o r s e s .  And the sun  b e a t  down unm e r c i f u l l y .  B u t  

t h e s e  gayly ,  h e a v i l y  d r e s s e d  m e n  - -  m a n y  of th e m  p o r t l y  a n d  m i d d l e -  

a g e d  - -  s e e m e d  to be h a v in g  th e  t im e  of 41m  l i v e s .

We w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  to s o m e  of the o f f i c i a l s  on  the  r e v i e w in g  

s tan d ,  an d  one of th e m  w a s  t e l l in g  m e  ab o u t  the  17 h o s p i t a l s  fo r  c r i p p l e d  

c h i l d r e n  w h ic h  the S h r in e  m a i n t a i n s  - -  f a r c r y  f r o m  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t y .

I s a w  a n o t h e r  s e t  of f l a g s  a p p r o a c h i n g .  I w h i s p e r e d  to L y n d o n  th a t  th is  

m i g h t  be  o u r  e x i t  l i n e .  So we s to o d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a t  a t t e n t i o n  w h i l e  they  

m a r c h e d  by . And  then  w i th  s m i l e s  and  w a v e s  to t h o s e  on the  r e v i e w i n g  

s t a n d  a n d  l in e d  up  a lo n g  P e n n s y l v a n i a  we took  o u r  d e p a r t u r e  a c r o s s  the  

s t r e e t .  A sd  tcrocxcaadxkkHiiijiawc Lo a n d  b eh o ld  t h e r e  w a s  M r .  B r y a n t  w i th  

o u r  b e v y  of dogs  a l s o  w a tc h in g  the p a r a d e .  W e a l l  w a l k e d  b a c k  in to  :

the  White  H o u se  g r o u n d s ,  And I to m y  c a r  b e c a u s e  I  w a n te d  to t a k e  a  I

I'
d r y  r u n  a f t e r  m y  1 0 -d a y  a b s e n c e  from W ash in g to n  w i th  S h a r o n  F r a n c i s  to |

s e e  w h a t  I co u ld  show th is  a f t e r n o o n  to M r .  A n d re  M e y e r ,  He i s  in  town 

f o r  a  l u n c h e o n  th a t  Lyndon  i s  h a v in g  f o r  f o r m e r  C h a n c e l l o r  E r h a r d  of I

G e r m a n y  - -  a n d  i s  one of o u r  g r e a t e s t  b e n e f a c t o r s  of the  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n
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p r o g r a m .  I w an te  d h im  to s ee  s o m e  of the i m p a c t  i t  h a d  m a d e  on  the  

c i ty^  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  m y g r a t i t u d e  to h i m .  B e s i d e s ,  I qu i te  s i m p l y

en jo y  h i m .

S h a r o n  w a s  w a i t in g  a n d  w e  d r o v e  a r o u n d  H a in e s  P o i n t  f o r  w h ich  

M r .  M e y e r  a n d  M a r y  a r e  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  And Syphax  School w hich  

w a s  a h e a r t - b r e a k e r .  A p p a r e n t l y  ab o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  of the  b l a c k  l o c u s t  

t r e e s  a r e  d ead ,  a n d  w e e d s  have  g ro w n  h igh  in  the  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  

p la n t in g .  And B u c h a n a n  w h ich  i s  j u s t  beginning^^i t h e r e  w a s  a  b ig  p i e c e  

of m a c h i n e r y  ou t  t h e r e  - -  i t  h a d  b e e n  c l e a r i n g  the  g ro u n d .  And p a s t  

"L i z ' s s t r i p " a n d  P e r s h i n g  S q u a re  a n d  on down P e n n s y l v a n i a  w h e r e  t h e r e  

w e r e  m a n y  b r i g h t  s p o t s  of w h i te  a n d  p in k  and  r e d  p e tu n i a s ,  a n d  down 

New Y o r k  A v e n u e  once  m o r e  b a d ly  in  n e e d  of b e t t e r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  And  

W a l t  W h i t m a n  P a r k ,  h o p e fu l ly  a w a i t i n g  fo r  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  the  A l l i e d  

C o n t r a c t o r s  to ge t  i t  u n d e r w a y  in the  Autum n,

We s p e n t  a n  h o u r  w h ich  l e f t  m e  a r d e n t l y  p ro u d ,  a n g r y ,  i m p a t i e n t ,  

t h r i l l e d  w i th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o r  j u s t  a  m i x t u r e  of f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  hope, 

g / (  B a c k  a t  the  White  H o u se  I h a d  m y  lunch  of a  s c r a m b l e d  egg  a n d  

a  p ie c e  of b a c o n  a n d  a  h a l f  a  p ie ce  of t o a s t .  B r e a k f a s t  h a d  b e e n  co f fee  

a n d  ju i c e .  D in n e r  - -  y e s t e r d a y ,  today,  a n d  hopefully fo r  s e v e r a l  m o r e  - -  

w i l l  be  no th ing  bu t  r e d  m e a t  a n d  b l a c k  coffee  o r  i c e d  t e a .  T h e  l i c e n s e  

of  t h e s e  d a y s  a t  the  R a n c h  h a s  le f t  m e  fou r  pounds  f a t t e r  a n d  m a d  a t  

m y s e l f .  I s h a l l  b e g in  g e t t in g  i t  off th i s  w eek ,  f /
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fhe  n b e g a n  the  h o u r s  of w o r k  - -  how I r e a l l y  p a y  f o r  m y  

t im e  a t  the  R a n c h .  R e a d in g  a n d  s ig n in g  m a i l  o r  cu t t ing  i t  b a c k ,  inn u m e r a b l e

a u t o g r a p h s /  f o r  e n t e r t a i n e r s  a t  the  l a s t  s e v e r a l  S ta te  a f f a i r s ,  to a d v a n c e  

m e n  and  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  a g e n t s  on  the  t r i p s ,  s o c i a l  a i d e s  who a r e  l e av in g ,  

a l l  the m a n y  fo lk s  who m a k e  good th ings  h a p p e n  a r o u n d  h e r e ^  ^ETe 

e n g i n e e r s  who w o r k  o v e r t i m e  o r  the c a r p e n t e r s  w h en  t h e r e  i s  a  Sta te  

v i s i t .

A l i t t l e  b e f o r e  2 :00 I wHKXt w e n t  down to the R o s e  G a r d e n  to  g r e e t  50 

A m e r i c a n  F i e l d  S e r v i c e  s tu d e n t s ,  m o s t  of w h o m  h a d  s p e n t  t h e i r  y e a r  in  the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o m e w h e r e  in  T e x a s .  T h i s  y e a r  i n s t e a d  of the  i n u n d a t io n  

of s o m e  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d  tha t  we  h ave  h a d  e a c h  of the  s u m m e r s  b e f o r e ,  

the  s t u d e n t s  a r e  tak in g  a  b u s  t r i p  a r o u n d  the U n i ted  S t a t e s  a n d  on ly  th i s  

one  bus  l o a d  i s  c o m i n g  to the  White  H o u se  - -  e a s i e r  on u s .  An d I t r i e d  

to m a k e  i t  m e a n  s o m e t h in g  f o r  th e m  by  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  - -  how h a d  i t  b e e n  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the  i d e a s  they  h a d  h a d  b e f o r e  they  c a m e  - -  w h a t  w o u ld  they
' ‘7

t ak e  b a c k  th a t  they  l i k e d  m o s t  to r e m e m b e r !  But a l a s  I  a m  m u c h  b e t t e r  

in e n c o u n t e r s  b e t w e e n  two o r  fo u r  than  fif ty.  And I only  hope  th a t  I got 

a c r o s s  the  i d e a  t h a t  I  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d .

W a r r i e  L y n n  w a s  t h e r e  to m a k e  them  f e e l  w e l c o m e ,  and  w e  sh o w e d  

th e m  s u ch  of the  White  H o u se  a s  we  cou ld  w i th  the  E r h a r d  lu n c h e o n  in 

p r o g r e s s .

At 2 :30 i t  w as  o v e r ,  and  I m e t  M r .  M e y e r  a n d  took  the  s a m e  d r i v e  

I h a d  th is  m o r n i n g ,  I m u s t  be  i n c u r a b l y  n a ive .  B u t  i t  i s  a lw a y s  s t r a n g e
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to m e  to f ind  th a t  s o m e b o d y  a s  a f f lu e n t  a n d  a s  p o w e r f u l  a s  he  i s  c a n  a l s o  

b e  lone ly .  It s e e m e d  to m e  t h a t  he  w a s .  He touched  m e  v e r y  m u c h  w h en  

he  s a id ,  " S o m e d a y ,  fo u r  o r  f ive  y e a r s  f r o m  now I w i l l  no l o n g e r  be  in th is  

p o s i t i o n  an d  it w i l l  be  n ic e  to th ink  th a t  we c a n  j u s t  be  f r i e n d s  a n d  can  

s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  q u ie t l y . "  I f e e l  tha t  he  h a s  a n  e a r n e s t  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  

L yndon .  And e v e n  a  l ik ing  f o r  m e ! I to ld  h im  w h a t  a  s w e e t  l e t t e r  I h a d  

h a d  f r o m  M r s .  K en n ed y  ab o u t  P a t r i c k  L y n d o n ' s  b i r t h .  He i s  a  g r e a t  

f r i e n d  a n d  I th ink  a d v i s e r  of h e r s .  We t a lk e d  of b o o k s .  He w a k e s  up 

a b o u t  4 :00 in  the m o r n i n g  a n d  r e a d s  u n t i l  the  h o u s e h o ld  a n d  the c i ty  i s
A

a l iv e .  And  of M a r y  w hom  he  l o v e s  - -  o f h e r  m a r v e l o u s  a m b i v a l e n c e ,  h e r  

h a r d ,  h ig h l y in t e l l i g e n t  w o r k  in  the  f i e ld  of m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  

c o n s e r v a t i o n - b e a u t i f i c a t i o n , a n d  b r i n g i n g  m o r e  a r t  a n d  c u l t u r e  in to  the 

l i f e  a n d  p e o p le  of th i s  c o u n t r y .  And of the  o t h e r  s id e  of h e r  l i f e  w h ich  is 

a  g a y  s o c i a l  t im e  in b e a u t i fu l  p l a c e s  w i th  b e a u t i f u l  p e o p le .  T h i s  l a t t e r  

h e  d o e s  no t  s h a r e  so  m u c h .

I h a d  s t a r t e d  out j u s t  to show h im  the th in g s  w e ’ve  done  w i th  the 

m o n e y  of g e n e r o u s  f r i e n d s  a r o u n d  W ash in g to n .  A c tu a l ly ,  we  t a l k e d  m o r e  

than  we lo o k e d .  B u t  i t  w a s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  h o u r  to m e .  And I th in k  he  found  

i t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  A t  one po in t  he  xXKkKd r e a c h e d  o v e r  a n d  to o k  m y  h and  

a n d  s a id ,  "You r e m e m b e r ,  I h a v e  to ld  you tha t  w h e n  you w an t  s o m e t h in g  

v e r y  m u c h  f o r  the  White  H o u se  - - a  f ine  pa in t ing  o r  s o m e t h i n g  - -  I w a n t  

you to l e t  m e  know, an d  you h a v e n ' t  ye t ." I  to ld  h im  I would ,  b u t  only
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w h en  I w a n te d  i t  v e r y  m u c h  a n d  knew it  w a s  the  r i g h t  th ing.

I  d r o p p e d  h i m off a t  the  F e d e r a l  R e s e r v e  B u i ld ing  f o r  a n  

a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e n  I  w e n t  b a c k  to m y  d e s k  a n d  lo a d e d  m y  a r m s  fu l l  

a n d  w en t  down to the  g r a p e  a r b o r  - -  one of m y  f a v o r i t e  s u m m e r  

a f t e r n o o n  p l a c e s  to w o r k .  I s t a c k e d  e v e r y t h i n g  on  the t ab le  an d  

du l ly ,  du l ly  p r o c e e d e d  w i th  the a u to g r a p h in g  an d  the s i m p l e  r o u t i n e  

w o r k  th a t  m u s t  s o m e t i m e  b e  done .  A sh to n  c a m e  down to jo in  m e .

A l ^  g r e a t ,  b l a c k  r a i n  c lo u d s  ga thered^  ^ n d  the f i r s t  d r o p s  s e n t  us  

s c u r r y i n g  in, b u t  not u n t i l  we  h a d  b e e n  a t  i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  T h e n  

I s p e n t  a n  h o u r  w i th  B e s s  on  l i s t s  an d  b a c k  w i th  A s h t o n  to m y  d e s k  

a g a in .  w a s  c l o s e  to 7:30 w hen  I r o s e  a n d  s t r e t c h e d  a n d  s t a r t e d

fo r  th e  bow l ing  a l l e y ,  f o r t u n a t e l y  f ind ing  W a r r i e  L y n n  and  V a n ce  in  the 

h o u s e  a n d  r e a d y  to go w i th  m e  f o r  a  g a m e .  We h a d  t h r e e  g a m e s  an d  I 

w a s  aw fu l .  A nd  V an ce  t u r n e d  out to be  a  w hiz .  I to ld  h e r  how e x c i t e d  

L y n d a ' s  v o i c e  h a d  s o u n d e d  o v e r  the phone ,  e a g e r  an d  fu l l  of b e l l s .  In 

f a c t  if  I c o u ld  c h o o s e  a  t im e  when  e v e r y t h i n g  is  r i g h t  w i th  bo th  of m y  

c h i l d r e n  i t  w o u ld  be th is  t i m e  - -  today  a n d  now!

B a c k  u p s t a i r s  I  got i n  a n o t h e r  h o u r  of w o rk ,  a n d  th e n  d i n n e r  abou t  

9:30 .  M uch  b e t t e r  th a n  l a s t  n igh t  w h en  i t  w as  11:00. And then  he  to 

n ig h t  r e a d i n g  a n d  I to a  ru b  an d  to a s l e e p .
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