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It w a s  a  v e r y  fu l l  day.  When t h e r e  i s  a  S ta te  D in n e r  - -  e s p e c i a l l y

in  the s u m m e r t i m e  - -  I a m  l ik e ly  to c r o w d  a r o u n d  i t  a s  m a n y  a p p o i n t m e n t s

a s  the  d a y  w i l l  ho ld  b e c a u s e  I know I w i l l  be  in  town.  And e s p e c i a l l y  th is

s u m m e r  w h en  I a m  t r y i n g  to s a v e  out p e r i o d s  of t h r e e  o r  fo u r  d a y s  b a c k -

t o - b a c k  to b e  in  T e x a s  w i th  L u c i  o r  w i th  o u r  h o u s e  p r o j e c t .

A t 9:00 I  w a s  in the T r e a t y  R oom  f o r  a  L i b r a r y  m e e t i n g  w i th

D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  D o r o th y  T e r r i t o .  I co u ld  v e r y  w e l l  c a l l  Ju ly  " th e  m o n th

of the  L i b r a r y ” . I ^ a d  a b s o r b e d  a  l o t  of m y  h o u r s  a n d  th o u g h ts .  T h i s

w a s  the  f i r s t  of two a t  w h ic h  D r .  G r o v e r  w i l l  m e e t  w i th  L y n d o n ' s  E x e c u t iv e

A s s i s t a n t s  to cue  t h e m  in  on the  s t a t u s  and  the p h i lo s o p h y  of the L i b r a r y

an d  how they  c a n  he lp .  H a r r y  M c P h e r s o n  a n d  Wal t  R o s to w  an d  J o h n  R o ch e

a n d  B r o m l e y  S m i th  a n d  C h a r l e s  Schu l tze  a n d  Doug C a t e r  a n d  J o e  C a l i f a n o

a n d  G e o r g e  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  M a r v i n  W a tso n  w e r e  a l l  g r o u p e d  a r o u n d  the

C a b i n e t  t a b l e .  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  tha t  we cou ld  ge t  th is  m a n y  of th e m  t o g e t h e r

a t  o n ce .  E a c h  of t h e s e  w i l l  h ave  a  h a n d  in the e v e n tu a l  w o r t h  of the  L i b r a r y ,

a n d  I  w a n t  to c u e  th em  in  e a r l y  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  I e x c u s e d  m y s e l f

a f t e r  a b o u t  45 m i n u t e s  - -  I ' l l  g e t  a  c h a n c e  a t  the s e c o n d  p a r t  of i t  t o m o r r o w  - -

a n d  w e n t  to the s w i m m i n g  pool a lo n e  f o r  30 l a p s  a n d  then  to J e a n  L o u i s  f o r  
a n d

a  s h a m p o o  SBSK s e t  - -  a l l  of i t  w i th  th a t  s p i r i t  of r u s h ,  r u s h ,  r u s h  b e c a u s e  

I h a d  to b e  b a c k  a t  the  White  H o u se  a t  12:40 to d r e s s  f o r  the  S ta te  L u n c h e o n  

fo r  the  P r e s i d e n t  of I c e la n d ,  M r .  A s g e i r s s o n .  I  found th a t  L y n d o n  w a s  

h a v in g  a  p r i v a t e  t a lk  w i th  h im  in  the Ye l low  R o o m .  W h e n  I w a s  d r e s s e d

MEMORANDUM

TH E  W H IT E  HOUSE



MEMORANDUM

V V A S H I N  G T O N

T u e s d a y ,  J u ly  18, 1967 P a g e  Z

an d  the r e s t  of the  I c e la n d ic  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  - -  M r .  A s g e i r s s o n ,  a  w id o w e r ,  

h a s  a s  h is  h o s t e s s e s  h i s  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,  M r s .  T h o r h a l l a  A s g e i r s s o n  - -  

p r e t t y ,  b lond ,  a m i a b l e  - -  we a l l  w en t  in to  the  Y e l low  R o o m a n d  jo ined  

L yndon  a n d  the  P r e s i d e n t .  Sadly  I m u s t  s a y  I h a d  done l e s s  of m y  h o m e -

w o r k  th a n  on a n y  S ta te  v i s i t .  U s u a l l y ,  h o m e w o r k  c o n s i s t s  of look ing  a t  

m y  N a t io n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  w o r l d  m a p s ,  f inding  the c o u n t r y ,  f i t t in g  i t  in 

m e n t a l l y  w i th  a l l  t h o s e  tha t  s u r r o u n d  i t ,  r e a d in g  the  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  

b r i e f i n g s  a b o u t  the  c o u n t r y  a n d  the  l i t t l e  b i o g r a p h i e s  a b o u t  the  v i s i t o r s  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  c h e c k in g  to s ee  if they  by  any  c h a n c e  s e n t  a  w e d d in g  p r e s e n t  

to L u c i .  And m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  going b a c k  o v e r  m y  m e m o r i e s  of m y  v i s i t  

to t h a t  c o u n t r y  i f  I ' v e  b e e n  t h e r e .  V e r y  i m p o r t a n t  is  to go in to  the  Y e l low  

R o o m  a h e a d  of t i m e  an d  s e e  o u r  g i f t s  l i n e d  up  - -  f o r  a  few, h o p e fu l ly  

s m o o t h  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r d s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  g i f t s .  T h i s  t im e  I g ive  

m y s e l f  a  C -  f o r  m y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I s t u m b l e d  th ro u g h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  

g i f t s  - -  one  of th e m  w a s  a  h a n d - p a i n t i n g  of the m o d e s t  h o m e  in  w h ich  the 

A s g e i r s s o n s  h a d  l i v e d  in  C h ev y  C h a s e  w hen  th e y  w o r k e d  h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  w i th  the E m b a s s y .  T h e  m o s t  u n iq u e  gif t  a t  l a s t  a n d  to t a l l y  u n d e s c r i b e d  

by  m e  w a s  a  d e c o u p a g e  l a m p  by  A ndre  L indow  - -  Antique p r i n t s  of f i sh  

p l a c e d  i n s i d e  a  g l a s s  g lobe,  h a n d s o m e l y  m o u n te d  an d  w i th  a  h a n d s o m e  

s h a d e  - - a  r e a l l y  e x c e l l e n t  gift  f o r  a  f i s h e r m a n  f r o m  a  c o u n t r y  th a t  l i v e d  

by  ^  fish. '
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We w e n t  down the G r a n d  S t a i r c a s e  a s  "H a i l  to the C h ie f "  sounded ,  

b r i n g i n g  m y  h e a r t  r i g h t  up in to  m y  t h r o a t  a l w a y s .  T h e n  p i c t u r e s  a t  the 

foo t  of the s t e p s ,  and  then  in to  the  l ine  fo r  w h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  a  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  g u e s t  l i s t .  Dean  a n d  V i r g in i a  w e r e  t h e r e  a n d  J a n e  a n d  O r v i l l e  

F r e e m a n  f r o m  the  C ab in e t .  And f r o m  the Sena te ,  two of m y  New E n g l a n d  

f r i e n d s  - -  the  W i n s t o n  P r o u t y s  an d  the T h o m a s  M c I n t y r e s  - -  a n d  the 

W i l l i a m  Spongs  f r o m  V i r g i n i a .  A s i z e a b l e  g r o u p  f r o m  the H o u se ,  

i n c lu d in g  o u r  f r i e n d s  the  Abe K a z e n s ,  ^ n d  the young a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  

L e e  H a m i l t o n s  f r o m  Ind iana .

One s a d  n o te  w a s  w i th  o u r  own A m b a s s a d o r  - -  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  

K a r l  R o lv a a g .  I a s k e d  how h i s  w ife  w a s .  S h e ' s  b e e n  d e s p e r a t e l y  s i c k  

e v e r  s i n c e  th e y  r e a c h e d  Ic e la n d .  It w a s  not d i a g n o s e d  f o r  d a y s  and  d a y s .  

It m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  f r i g h t f u l  t i m e  f o r  t h e m .  But now he  f e e l s  th a t  she  is  

r e c o v e r i n g  a n d  in  w e e k s  w i l l  be  h e r s e l f  ag a in .

B e t t y  F u r n e s s  w a s  t h e r e  w i th  the m a n  she  is  go ing to m a r r y .

And G e n e r a l  W alt ,  b a c k  f r o m  V i e t - N a m ,  h i s  b a r r e l  c h e s t  l o a d e d  w i th  

r i b b o n s  - - a  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e ,  tough  look ing  m a n  - -  b u t  w i th  th a t  c e r t a i n  

a i r  of g e n t l e n e s s  in d e a l i n g  w i th  w o m e n  th a t  o f ten  goes  w i th  the s t r o n g e s t  

m e n .

F r e q u e n t l y  you ge t  m o r e  a c c e p t a n c e s  f r o m  th o s e  in the w o r l d  of 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  lu n c h e o n s  than  fo r  d i n n e r s  ^though lu n c h e o n s  do .no t  h a v e  

the  s a m e  b r i l lia n c e  a n d  e l a n  a s  d i n n e r s .  I t ' s  s i m p l y  tha t  they  c a n ' t  m i s s
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t h e i r  own p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t  n igh t  w i thou t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o s s .  So we had  

L a u d i  L i n y e r ,  the s i n g e r  a n d  the P e t e r  N e r o s ,  the p i a n i s t ,  a n d  the R ip

T o r n s  - -  s h e ’s a c t r e s s  G e r a l d i n e  P a g e .  . And a n o t h e r  a c t r e s s ,  E i l e e n
C j v - y  - i / ) n

H e c k a r t .

F r o m  T e x a s  t h e r e  w e r e  the  J a k e  R a m o n s  an d  the  Dee K e l ly s  

a n d  m y  good f r i e n d s  the  L o u i s  Shanks  - -  a l l  of w h o m  h a d  b e e n  

h o u s e  g u e s t s  the  n ig h t  b e f o r e .  And o u r  r e a l  fun t o g e t h e r  h a d  b e e n  a t  

d i n n e r  a n d  the  long  tw i l igh t  on the T r u m a n  B a lcony .

T h e  Bob A n d e r s o n s  - -  f o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  of T r e a s u r y ,  f o r m e r  

p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  - -  an d  h i s  wife  O l l ie  h a d  b e e n  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s  too.  

Bob w a s  b u s y  today ,  but O l l ie  c a m e  to the luncheon ,  and^I a m  s u r e ^ c a r e f u l l y  

eye ing  the White  H o u se  to s ee  the  c h a n g e s  t h a t  M r s .  K en n ed y  h a d  m a d e .

She h a d  e x p r e s s e d  h e r s e l f  p r e t t y  f o r t h r i g h t l y  ab o u t  th e m  the n ig h t  b e f o r e ,

M r s .  J a k e  H a m o n  l i k e s  the s c r e e n  an d  s t a g e ,  s u p p o r t s  D a l l a s  

T h e a t r e  a n d  know s  a  lo t  of the p e o p le .  So w hen  I s e n t  in the  g u e s t  l i s t  

to h e r  I h a d  m a r k e d  the n a m e s  of th o se  who w e r e  c o m in g  today  an d  I h a d  

s u g g e s t e d  to so m e  of the a i d e s  tha t  they  m a d e  s u r e  they  m e t .  And  the 

young Dee K e l ly s  w e r e  hav ing  the  t im e  of t h e i r  l i f e .  Bu t  nobody  s u r p a s s e d  

m y  f r i e n d  L o u i s  Shanks  in  en joy ing  i t  1 b e l i e v e .  And th a t  m a d e  m e  fe e l  

w a r m l y  happy .

A s t r o n a u t s  Joe  E n g le  a n d  A l f r e d  W e r d in  who h a d  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  

f r o m  I c e l a n d  w h e r e  they  h a d  b e e n  e x p lo r in g  the t e r r a i n  b e c a u s e  i t  w as
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s i m i l a r  to w h a t  they  m i g h t  l and  on in  the  m o o n  w e r e  g u e s t s ,  a n d  a l s o  

P r o f e s s o r  a n d  M r s .  P a u l  B o w e r  who w a s  the r e c i p i e n t  of the  I c e la n d ic  

O r d e r  of the  F a l c o n .  In f a c t  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s m e n  w i th  

r e l a t i o n s  to I c e l a n d  - -  the a i r l i n e s  e s p e c i a l l y .

H o r a c e  a n d  M a r y  V .  w e r e  t h e r e .  And H e s t e r  B e a l l  P r o v e n s e n  

who h a s  done  so m u c h  f o r  m e  in  t r y i n g  to m a k e  m y  s p e a k in g  v o ic e  m o r e  

a c c e p t a b l e ,  m o r e  w inn ing ,  in  a l l  th in g s  you p r o f i t  f r o m  w o r k .  And sh e  

i s  one of the m a n y  fo lks  who h a s  w o r k e d  w i th  m e  to i m p r o v e  m e  in  th i s  

job I 'm  in.

I a l w a y s  t r y  to in c lu d e  in t h e s e  a f f a i r s  s o m e  of m y  own p e r s o n a l  

p e o p le  t h a t  I ' m  o b l ig a t e d  to. D i l lon  R ip le y  w a s  p r e s e n t .  A nd  the D i r e c t o r  

of the G u g g e n h e im  M u s e u m ,  M r .  H a r v a r d  A r n i s o n  of I c e la n d ic  d e s c e n t .  

A nd  the  u s u a l  quo ta  of e d u c a t o r s .  T h i s  t i m e  one f r o m  T a l l a d e g a  C o l le g e ,  

A l a b a m a .  I a l w a y s  h a v e  a  fe l low  fe e l in g  fo r  the M i s s i s s i p p i a n s  o r  

A l a b a m a n s  I s e e  h e r e  - -  w h i t e  o r  b l a c k .  M r s . T h o r  T h o r s  w h o s e  h u s b a n d  

h a d  b e e n  I c e l a n d ' s  A m b a s s a d o r  h e r e  f o r  so  long th a t  he  w a s  r i g h t  nex t  

to the D e an  u n t i l  h i s  d ea th .  And a  s i z e a b l e  c o n t in g e n t  of new sm en^  

in c lu d in g  the  J a c k  H o r n e r s  a n d  the D av id  L a w r e n c e s  a n d  the Bob  

S p iv ac s .

A p l e a s a n t  lu n ch  of 136. I found i t  s low going ta lk in g  w i th  the 

P r e s i d e n t .  A nd^a la s^m y  c h ie f  m e m o r y  of m y  v i s i t  to h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s  

no t  the  s o r t  you  c a n  d i s c u s s .  I t  w a s  of the su i t  of w a l r u s  h ide  4
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th a t  h a d  b e e n  a  p r e s e n t  f o r  Lynda  B i r d .  She h a d  b e e n  s u p p o s e d  

to pu t  i t  on f o r  p i c t u r e - t a k i n g  p u r p o s e s .  A la s ,  a  5 - foo t ,  1 0 - in c h  g i r l  

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s i m p l y  b ey o n d  the  th ink ing  of I c e l a n d e r s  b e c a u s e  a l th o u g h  

they  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to h ave  h a d  h e r  d i m e n s i o n s ,  they  h a d  m a d e  i t  fo r  a  

g i r l  who m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  5 f e e t  4. And the  p i c t u r e  of L y n d a  

g e t t in g  in to  i t  is  s t i l l  h i l a r i o u s  in  m y  m in d .  It w as  s t i f f  a s  a  b o a r d ,  

sh e  s t r u g g l e d  m a n f u l ly .  W e a l l  t a lk e d  a b o u t  g r e a s i n g  h e r  w i th  b u t t e r .

A nd  f i n a l l y  w e  a l l  j u s t  c o l l a p s e d  and  l e a n e d  a g a i n s t  the  w a l l s  of the r o o m  

h o ld in g  o u r  s i d e s  w i th  l a u g h t e r  w h i le  sh e  s t r u g g l e d  a n d  tw i s t e d  and  

w r e s t l e d ,  a n d  f in a l ly  look ing  s o m e w h a t  l ike  the "Hun c h b a c k  of  N o t r e  D a m e " ,  

m a n a g e d  to z ip  i t  up  a n d  p r e s e n t  a  v a l i a n t l y  s m i l i n g  face  f o r  the  

p h o t o g r a p h e r s  w h i le  the r e s t  of u s  s to o d  a r o u n d  c o m p o s i n g  o u r  f a c e s  

a n d  o u r  m a n n e r s  a s  b e s t  we cou ld .  A c tu a l ly ,  I a lw a y s  e n jo y  S ta te  D i n n e r s  

a n d  S ta te  L u n c h e o n s .  And a s  fo r  the lu n c h e o n s  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g r e t  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  so l i t t l e  t im e  to r e a l l y  v i s i t  w i th  the  g u e s t s  s in c e  t h e r e  i s  

no  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a f t e r w a r d .

B e s s  w o r k s  h a r d ,  and  I h e lp  h e r ,  a t  s e a t i n g  peop le  w i th  th o s e  th a t  

they  w i l l  be  c o n g e n ia l  with ,  s p a r k e d  by, i n t e r e s t e d  in.  And we t r y  to 

d iv id e  up  the c e l e b r i t i e s  to g ive  e v e r y o n e  s o m e t h in g  to t a l k  ab o u t  w hen  

t h e y  go h o m e .  B u t  i t  w a s  o v e r  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  3:00.  And b a c k  up  on the 

s e c o n d  f l o o r  I w a s  a t  w o r k  on the t e lep h o n e  and  a t  the d e sk ,  going o v e r  

the  r e c e p t i o n  l i s t  f o r  T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  - -  the  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

C o m m i t t e e  - -  a d d in g  s o m e  of m y  own p e r s o n a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  It i s
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g e t t in g  to be  one of m y  m a j o r  i n t e r e s t s  t h e s e  d a y s .  And then  a t  4 :00 in 

the  Y e l low  O v a l  R o o m  I h a d  s o m e  of o u r  A m b a s s a d o r s '  W iv es  f o r  tea .

M r s .  H e r n a n d e z  who is  going to P a r a g u a y .  And I h a d  P u n t a  d e l  E s t e  

to t a lk  a b o u t  a n d  how w e l l  L yndon  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  S t r o e s s n e r  h a d  g o t te n  

a long .  And s in c e  sh e  w a s  f r o m  New M ex ico ,  we  h i t  a  c o n g e n ia l  note  

on Santa  F e  a n d  the  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  the ' G o l d e n  A s p e n ’*-. And th e n  t h e r e  

w a s  Donna H a y e s  - -  M r s . John  H a y e s  - -  on  h e r  w ay  b a c k  to S w i t z e r l a n d  

a f t e r  a  t r i p  to the S ta t e s  f o r  the  g r a d u a t i o n  of h e r  d a u g h t e r s  , B u t  by  

a l l  m e a n s  the  m o s t  t a lk a t iv e  one,  who r e a l l y  k e p t  u s  a l l  i n t r i g u e d ,  w a s  

M r s .  H o w a r d  C a t t a m  w h o s e  h u s b a n d  w a s  o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  to Kuwai t .

She t a lk e d  v e r y  e a s i l y  of th a t  l i t t l e  c o u n t r y  - -  so  un iq u e ,  the c o u n t r y  of 

s a n d  a n d  p o v e r t y  u n t i l  a  few  d e c a d e s  a g o  w hen  o i l  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d .  And 

now i t  i s  e x o r b i t a n t l y  r i c h ,  an d  a p p a r e n t l y  h av ing  c h o s e n  the  c o u r s e  of 

devo t ing  m o s t  of the  m o n e y  to e d u c a t io n  a n d  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  r o a d s  a n d  

p e o p l e - o r i e n t e d  s e r v i c e s .  T he  p h i lo sophy ,  the  l e a d e r s h i p ,  the  "how 

do th e y  do i t " ,  i n t e r e s t s  m e  v e r y  m u c h .  And we t a l k e d  of S e l m a  Sheik[?]  

w h o m  M r s .  C a t t a m  h a d  known qu i te  w e l l .

!j L a t e r  i n  the  a f t e r n o o n  I  w e n t  out in the  g r a p e  a r b o r  - -  the c l u s t e r s  

a r e  g ro w in g  - -  s t i l l  g r e e n  - -  a n d  in  A ugus t  they  w i l l  b e  r i p e .  An d  W a r r i e  

L ynn  c a m e  an d  s a t  w i th  me^ And I s ig n ed  r e a m s  of L i b r a r y  l e t t e r s .

A i ^  A sh to n  c a m e  out a n d  w e  w o r k e d  on m a i l .  And th e n  I w en t  up  to the 

T r u m a n  B a l c o n y  - -  m y  o t h e r  f a v o r i t e  s u m m e r  spo t  - -  a n d  D o ro th y  T e r r i t o
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a n d  I h a d  an  h o u r ' s  s e s s i o n  on a d d i t io n a l  L i b r a r y  l e t t e r s .  T h e n  to the 

b o w l in g  l a n e s  a lone  f o r  two g a m e s  - -  not m u c h  fun, bu t  I m u s t ,  m u s t  

h a v e  e x e r c i s e .  I r e v e l  in  f e e l in g  fi t ,  an d  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  the  e n c r o a c h « «  

of  w e a r i n e s s  o r  o ld  a g e .

L a t e r  I though t  a b o u t  the  i n t e r v i e w  t o m o r r o w  w i th  H e n r y  B r a n d e n  

a jid  t r i e d  to o r g a n i z e  m y  own th ink ing .  What  d id  I do w i th  m y  s p a r e  t i m e ?  

W h a t  d id  I love  ? How did  L y n d o n ' s  be in g  in the p r e s i d e n c y  ch an g e  m e ? 

How d id  I lo o k  a t  m y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the whole  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n - c o n s e r v a t i o n  

w o r k ?  You c a n  p r e t t y  w e l l  p r e d i c t  the  q u e s t i o n s  tha t  they w i l l  a s k .  You 

c a n  a l s o  t r y  to  i n s e r t  o t h e r s  th a t  they  do not a s k  if  you w a n t  to e x p la in  

y o u r s e l f  b e t t e r  o r  to c o m e  a c r o s s  a s  a  m o r e  whole  p e r s o n ” " It w a s  one  

of t h o s e  l a t e  n ig h ts  f o r  Lyndon ,  an d  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s  h a d  gone. I h a d  

. no t  b e e n  a b l e  to s a y  goodbye to th e m .  But we h a d  had  s u c h  a  good v i s i t  

l a s t  n igh t  an d  a  m o m e n t  a t  lunch .  One of the a m e n i t i e s  of th i s  h o u s e  I 

s h a l l  a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r  w i th  p l e a s u r e  i s  h av ing  o v e r n ig h t  g u e s t s  - -  the  

o p p o r t u n i t y  p e r h a p s  to g ive  th em  s o m e th in g  to r e m e m b e r  a n d  to s h a r e  

s o m e  h o u r s  of r e a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  t h e m .  And a  v e r y  v a r i e d  lo t  they  

h a v e  b e e n ,  ff
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