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It w a s  one of t h o s e  i n c r e d i b l y  fu l l  d ay s  - -  m o r e  the  t e m p o  of 

A p r i l  a n d  M a y .  Bu t  I s l e p t  l a t e  w ak ing  up a t  9:30 w h en  the m e e t i n g  in 

m y  " B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s "  r o o m  h a d  long  b e e n  in  p r o g r e s s .  I  d r e s s e d  

h u r r i e d l y  a n d  w e n t  in  f o r  the  l a s t  30 m i n u t e s  of the " i n d o c t r i n a t i o n "  

m e e t i n g  w h ich  D r .  G r o v e r ,  b a c k s t o p p e d  by  D o ro th y  T e r r i t o ,  w as  

g iving fo r  L y n d o n ' s  E x e c u t iv e  A s s i s t a n t s .

Y e s t e r d a y  m o r n i n g  a t  9:00 h a d  b e e n  the f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t ,  a n d  

m o s t  of the  A s s i s t a n t s  c l o s e  to h im  h a d  c o m e  to i t .  T h i s  m o r n i n g  w hen  

I w e n t  in  M c G e o r g e  B undy  - -  God b l e s s  h im  f o r  c o m in g  b a c k  to h e lp  out 

on the M id  E a s t  c r i s i s  - -  an d  B i l l  Hopk ins  an d  D r .  H o r n ig  and  M ike  

M a n a t o s ,  S tep h en  P o l l a c k ,  B a r e f o o t  S a n d e r s ,  J im  J o n e s ,  G a r d n e r  A c k ley ,  

J o h n  M a c y  a n d  M a r v i n  W a tso n  w e r e  g r o u p e d  a r o u n d  the long  C a b i n e t  t a b le  

w h e r e  P r e s i d e n t  A n d r e w  Jo h n so n  h a d  w o r k e d .  I l i s t e n e d  to the  l a s t  ha l f  

of D r .  G r o v e r ' s  e x p la n a t io n  of the  g o a ls  an d  p r o c e d u r e s  of  the  L i b r a r y ,  

a n d  of how t h e s e  i n d iv id u a l s  co u ld  be a  p a r t  of i t  - -  cou ld  h e lp .  And 

then  I w o r k e d  a w h i le  on the  m a i l .  A t  11:00 H e n r y  B r a n d e n  of  the

L o ndon  Sunday T i m e s  c a m e ,  ^ n d  I r e t u r n e d  to the T r e a t y  R o o m  f o r  an  

i n t e r v i e w .  He w a n te d  to do i t  on tape ,  w h ich  i s  I s u p p o s e  r e a l l y  the f a i r e s t  

w ay .  H e ' s  a  s m o o th ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  r e a l l y  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  m a n  - -  a s  f a r  

r e m o v e d  a s  one co u ld  p o s s i b l y  be  f r o m  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of m y  b a c k g r o u n d  

of l i fe  in c e n t r a l  T e x a s .  We s p e n t  m o r e  than 2 h o u r s  t o g e t h e r  and  s t i l l  

w e r e  not f i n i sh e d .  We m a d e  a  d a te  f o r  the nex t  m o r n i n g .  I w en t  in  an d
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ha d  a  h u r r i e d  lunch .  And then  d r e s s e d  to d r i v e  out to Shady G r o v e  M u s ic  

T h e a t r e .  I t ' s  a  bu i ld in g  now a n d  no t  the  s t r i p e d  t en t  I r e m e m b e r .  And 

the  Shady G r o v e  M u s ic  F a i r  w a s  h av in g  a p la y  ab o u t  King A r t h u r  - -  the 

l a s t  of the  s o m e  2 ,000 y o u n g s t e r s  w e r e  f i l ing  in a s  I d r o v e  up, a l l  of 

t h e m  in  s o m e  s o r t  of s u m m e r  p r o g r a m  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  the D i s t r i c t  

s c h o o l  o r  the D. C. R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  c e r t a i n  b r a n c h e s  of the 

p o v e r t y  p r o g r a m ,  T h e  U n i t e d  P l a n n in g  O r g a n i z a t i o n  an d  the H e a l th  and  

W e l f a r e  C o u n c i l .

I w e n t  in  to a  l i t t l e  f l u r r y  of e x c i t e m e n t ,  c h a t t in g  w i th  the M a n a g e r ,  

M r .  F e s s  - -  a b o u t  the  good t i m e s  I h a d  h a d  t h e r e  and  L y n d a  a n d  L u c i  too.  

T h e y  u s e d  to be  two of h i s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  c u s t o m e r s .  A nd  th e n  s a t  down 

in  a  ro w  of t e e n a g e r s  who  w e r e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in P r o j e c t  T r a i l b l a z e r s .  

L a u r a nce  R o c k e f e l l e r  h a s  g iven  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  to p ro v id e  s u m m e r  jobs  f o r  

b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  b e t w e e n  12 a n d  15 I th ink  i t  i s .  T h e y  w o r k  a t  th ings  

r e l a t e d  to  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e y  ge t  a s m a l l  s t ip en d .  T h e y  h ave  f i e ld  t r i p s .  

P r e d i c t a b l y ,  m o s t  of th e m  w e r e  N e g r o e s  - -  not a l l .

I s a t  n e x t  to a  young g i r l  ab o u t  14 who w a s  sew ing  on c u r t a i n s  

to be  u s e d  a t  the  S m i t h s o n i a n  n e i g h b o r h o o d  m u s e u m .  So of ten  I f ind  

m y s e l f  in  a  mimmmmm l ik e  th i s ,  a n d  i t  i s  h a r d  to c o m m u n i c a t e .  I t a lk e d  

to one  l i t t l e  boy .  What w a s  h e  d o in g ?  He w a s  lay in g  out b a s e b a l l  d i a m o n d s .  

B u t  I co u ld  b a r e l y  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  w o r d s ,  and  t h e r e  w a s  a l m o s t  no f l i c k e r  

o f  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  on h i s  f a c e .  You have  th i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  f e e l in g  th a t  you
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a r e  r e a l l y  no t  ge t t ing  th ro u g h ,  tha t  they  a r e  in  a  f o r e i g n  land .  T h e y  

h a d  c e r t a i n l y  t a k e n  s o m e  l i c e n s e  w i th  King A r t h u r!

O u t  in  the  lo b b y  a s  I  c a m e  in  I  h a d  m e t  a l l  the  c h a r a c t e r s  l in e d  

u p  in  c o s t u m e s .  And M e r l i n ,  m y  o ld  f r i e n d ,  h a d  to ld  m e  I c e r t a i n l y  . 

w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  s e e n  the King A r t h u r  l ike  th is  one .  It w a s  s l a p s t i c k ,  

a n d  e v e n  I  w i th  m y  o m n i v o r o u s  t a s t e  d id n ' t  r e a l l y  l ik e  i t .  Anyhow I h a d  

to l e a v e  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  a c t  a t  w h ic h  t i m e  I got up  a n d  m a d e  m y  l i t t l e  s p e e c h  

of th a n k s  b e c a u s e  I d id  l ike  the f a c t  tha t  the  m a n a g e m e n t  w as  o f f e r in g  i t  

f r e e  to a l l  t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s .

On the w a y  out t h e r e  w e r e  inn u m e r a b l e  p i c t u r e s ,  p o s e d  o r  not.

And a  de lu g e  of a u t o g r a p h  s e e k e r s  f o r  w h ic h  m y  p a t i e n c e  i s  f a s t  e ro d in g .  

And th e n  a b o u t  3:00 I le f t  f o r  the  a lw a y s  en jo y ab le  i n t e r l u d e  a lo n g  the 

G e o r g e  W a s h in g to n  P a r k w a y  in to  W ash ing ton .

B a c k  a t  the  h o u s e  I w o r k e d  on m a i l  w i th  A sh to n  a n d  M a r i l y n  - -  

m o s t l y  L B J  L i b r a r y  l e t t e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  than  100 of th e m ,

I th in k , tel ling th e m  tha t  t h e y  w ould  soon  be r e c e i v i n g  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  the  

A r c h i v i s t  of the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a b o u t  the  L i b r a r y ' s  p r o g r a m  f o r  b r i n g i n g  

t o g e t h e r  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  th a t  I h a d  g iven  t h e i r  n a m e  b e c a u s e  a s  o ld  f r i e n d s  

they  m i g h t  h a v e  l e t t e r s  o r  m e m o r a b i l i a  w h ic h  w ou ld  be  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

to the  L i b r a r y .

A l i t t l e  p a s t  5:00 M a r y  L a s k e r  c a m e ,  a n d  we h a d  tea  in the 

Q u e e n s' S i t t ing  R o o m  a n d  a  n ic e  f a r e w e l l  c h a t  - -  though s h e ' s  c o m in g  

to d i n n e r  ton igh t .  We knew  we c o u ld n ' t  t a lk  an y  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  b u s i n e s s
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th e n .  And she  i s  l e a v in g  f o r  E u r o p e  a t  the  end  of the m o n th  f o r  h e r  

7 - w e e k  s u m m e r  s t a y .  And she  h a d  s k e t c h e s  f o r  two p r o p o s e d  fo u n ta in s  

a t  the  f a r  s id e  of the E l l i p s e  . As we looked  out o v e r  the  South  G r o u n d s  

ab o v e  o u r  own foun ta in ,  t h e s e  w ou ld  f r a m e  the J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r i a l .

She h a d  a  p o s s i b l e  d o n o r  too,  a n d  p la n s  fo r  a c c e l e r a t i n g  the  p r o g r e s s  

in bo th  p a r t s  of the  E l l i p s e .  We t a lk e d  o v e r  o u r  whole  r a n g e  of p r o j e c t s  

a n d  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  she  sh o w ed  m e  the  m o s t  a d o r a b l e  pa in t ing  th a t  sh e  

h a d  b r o u g h t  f o r  L u c i ' s  baby,.  I c a n  k e e p  i t  un t i l  he  is  old  enough  to 

a p p r e c i a t e  i t  s h e  s a id .  I t ' s  a  t iny  F u g i t a  - -  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  w i th  f o ld e d  

h a n d s  t h a t  l o o k e d  l ik e  a  Re n a i s s a n c e  a r t i s t .  And F u g i t a ' s  i n e v i t a b l e  

c a t  lo o k in g  on - -  the  m o s t  u n iq u e ,  a d o r a b l e  p a in t ing .  H e ' s  a  l i t t l e  

m a s t e r  a l l  to h im  s e l f  l ike  nobody  I know, a t  l e a s t  not now, an d  I a m  

j u s t  d e l ig h t e d  th a t  L u c i  w i l l  h a v e  th is  to a d d  to w h a t  is  r e a l l y  a  g ro w in g  

c o l l e c t i o n .

T h e n  I w e n t  on to a  s e c o n d  L B J  L i b r a r y  m e e t i n g  of the  d a y .  

T h i s  one ,  b a c k  in the T r e a t y  R o o m .  A s o r t  of a  p r e s s  a d v i s o r y  m e e t i n g .  

O nce  m o r e  D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  D o ro th y  T e r r i t o  an d  G e o r g e  R e e d y ,  Bob 

F l e m i n g ,  C l a r k  C l i f f o r d  - -  who h a s  h e l d  m y  h a n d  a l l  the  w a y  t h r o u g h  

th i s  - -  H a r r y  M c P h e r s o n  a n d  Doug C a t e r .  And L iz  a n d  G e o r g e  C h r i s t i a n ,  

J u a n i t a ,  a l a s ,  i s  s t i l l  in  the  h o s p i t a l  w i th  u l c e r s .  I t ' s  b e e n  a  long s t a y  

f r o m  the v e r y  f i r s t  of J u ly  I b e l i e v e .  And she  i s  r e a l l y  the p i l l a r  of th i s  

L i b r a r y .  T h e  p u r p o s e  w a s  to d e c id e  how the p r e s s  r e l e a s e  s h o u ld  r e a d ,  

o r  how q u e s t i o n s  sh o u ld  be a n s w e r e d ,  w hen  the xEXSxksifcixxa r e v e r b e r a t i o n s
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b e g in  to e cho  a r o u n d  a s  the r e s u l t  of ou r  s e n d in g  out 200 o r  so  l e t t e r s

to G o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a t  C a b i n e t  l e v e l ,  A g e n cy  h e a d s ,  A m b a s s a d o r s

^ a d  th e n  a n o t h e r  100 o r  so to o u r  f r i e n d s .  F o l k s  a r e  going  to b e g in  to 

t a lk ,  a n d  r e p o r t e r s  to q u e s t i o n .  What i s  the w i s e  w a y  to h a n d le  i t .  

E v e r y b o d y  p r e t t y  m u c h  a g r e e d  a f t e r  ab o u t  an  h o u r ' s  t a lk  tha t  the  r e l e a s e  

s h o u ld  be  b r i e f ,  feaxbccoaixSaxstHxa; f a c t u a l  an d  m a t t e r  of c o u r s e .  T h i s  w a s  

one  of the  d u t i e s  of the  A r c h i v i s t  in  pu t t ing  t o g e t h e r  P r e s i d e n t i a l  l i b r a r i e s  

f r o m  F D R ' s  t i m e  on.

We f i n a l l y  h a s h e d  i t  out,  r e d u c e d  i t  to w r i t i n g  - -  G e o r g e  an d  L iz  

t ak ing  the m a j o r  p a r t .  And th e n  I le f t  fo r  w ha t  w a s  one of the  m o s t  

p l e a s a n t  e v e n in g s  of t h i s  s u m m e r .  Lyndon  an d  I h ave  h a d  few s m a l l  

d i n n e r  p a r t i e s  in  o u r  3 - 1 / 2  y e a r s  h e r e .  T o n ig h t  we h a d  one  of the b e s t  

I c a n  r e m e m b e r  a n y w h e r e .  I w o r e  m y  p ink  M ol l ie  P a r n i s  - -  q u i t e  s i m p l e  

a n d  s u m m e r y .  L y n d o n  h a d  a g r e e d  to b l a c k  t ie w i th o u t  a n y  d e m u r .

I m e t  the  g u e s t s  in  the Y e l low  R o o m .  F r o m  the G o v e r n m e n t  

t h e r e  w e r e  Abe a n d  C a r o l  an d  Bob M c N a m a r a  w i th o u t  M a r g y  - -  she  i s  

in the  h o s p i t a l .  And R a m s ay w i thou t  G e o r g i a  who i s  tak ing  c a r e  of 

t h e i r  d a u ghte r  R h o n d a .  A nd  Jo h n  G a r d n e r  an d  A ida .  G e o r g e  a n d  A l ice  

h a d  c o m e  up .  T h e y  h a d  s t a y e d  a t  Hun t l a n d s , fo r  w h ich  I a m  h u n g r y .  And 

A l ic e  w a s  so  d e l i g h t e d  to s e e  the  C l i f f o r d s .  M a r n y  i s  l e a v in g  s o o n  fo r  

N a n tu ck e t ,  an d  a s k e d  m e  to c o m e  up  a f t e r  the s u m m e r  p e o p le  l e f t  in 

l a t e  S e p t e m b e r  an d  h a v e  a  q u ie t  w e e k  w i th  h e r .  I  w ou ld  s i m p l y  a d o r e  

to.

I

J  !
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C h a r l i e  a n d  J a n e  E n g e l h a r d  w e r e  t h e r e .  He h a d  j u s t  

r e t u r n e d  f r o m  E n g l a n d  th i s  m o r n i n g  a t  3:00.  In f a c t  he  h u r r i e d  b a c k  

f o r  the  d i n n e r .  And she  h a d  c o m e  down f r o m  C a n a d a  w h e r e  sh e  h a s  

a b o u t  12 c h i l d r e n  - -  t h e i r  own a n d  f r i e n d s  - -  c a m p i n g  a n d  s a l m o n  f i sh in g .

Lyndon ,  who i s  a lw a y s  p a t e r n a l  abou t  M a r i e ,  h a d  in v i t e d  h e r  

and  John  C r i s w e l l .  A r t h u r  a n d  M a th i ld e  w e r e  t h e r e  - -  a n  a s s e t  to any  

p a r t y .  And M a r y  L a s k e r  a n d  A n d r e  M e y e r .

T h e  on ly  p e o p le  I d id  not know w e l l  w e r e  the  E d g a r  B r o n f m a n s - -  

young,  a t t r a c t i v e .  S h e ' s  J o h n  L o e b ' s  d a u g h te r .  J a c k  a n d  M a r y  M a r g a r e t  

w e r e  t h e r e .  A n d  a l m o s t  the  d e a r e s t  to m e ,  E d  W e is l  a n d  A l ic e .

It  w a s  a  g o r g e o u s  n ight .  T h e r e  w a s  e v e n  a  fu l l  m oon .  We s to o d  

on the  T r u m a n  B a l c o n y  an d  the f r a g r a n c e  of A n d re w  J a c k s o n ' s  m a g n o l i a s  

d r i f t e d  up  to u s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a  to t a l ly  de l ig h t fu l  ev en in g .

I h a d  Bob M c N a m a r a  on m y  r i g h t  an d  w a s  so  p l e a s e d  to s ee  how 

m u c h  h e  e n jo y e d  h im  se l f .  T h in  a n d  w a n  a s  he  looked ,  he  a n d  M a r g y  

h a v e  a  q u a l i t y  o f  s t e e l .  And he  q u ic k ly  and  c o u r t e o u s l y  b y p a s s e d  an y  

e x p r e s s i o n s  of s y m p a t h y  a b o u t  h e r  b e in g  in  the h o s p i t a l .

A n d r e  M e y e r  s a t  on m y  o t h e r  s id e .  And M a r n y  C l i f f o r d  w as  

t o t a l l y  e n c h a n t in g  to  h i m .  I co u ld  h ave  h u g g ed  h e r .  Abe and  R a m s a y  

w e r e  two h o s t s  a t  one ta b le .  And Lyndon  h a d  on h i s  r i g h t  M a r y  L a s k e r  

a n d  on h i s  l e f t  J a n e ,  who w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  d r e a m y  in a  s u m m e r  c a f t a n  a s  

s h e e r  a s  g o s s a m e r  - -  a  p r i n t  of m y r i a d  s h a d e s  of p in k  a n d  r e d  chiffon .
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T h e r e  w a s  m u s i c  a t  the  end  of the h a l l  a s  they  c a m e  in  a n d  

a  s m a l l  g r o u p  of f o u r  p l a y e d  o u t s id e  the d in ing  r o o m  d o o r .  I t  w a s  

to t a l l y  i n f o r m a l  a n d  no t o a s t s  w e r e  p lanned .  And then s u d d e n ly  a s  

w e  f i n i s h e d  d e s se r t ,  L y ndon  r o s e  an d  gave  the m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  i m p r o m p t u  

u n e x p e c t e d  t o a s t  to E d  W e is l .  He i s  so s w i f t ly  g e n e r o u s  - -  so q u ic k  

to a c t  on a n  i m p u l s e  of g r a t i t u d e .  And t h e r e  c o u ld n ' t  have  b e e n  a  b e t t e r  

t i m e  o r  p la c e  to e x p r e s s  i t .  I t  c a p p e d  the even ing  fo r  m e .

T h e n  we d r i f t e d  out into the  h a l l ,  and  a  lo t  o f  the  l a d i e s  j u s t  

q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  w e n t  on up  in to  the  Y e l low  R oom  w hi le  the  m e n  l i n g e r e d  

in  the W e s t  H a l l ,  a l th o u g h  I  h a d  not r e a l l y  d iv id ed  us  f o r  co f fee  a n d  a f t e r -  

d i n n e r  l i q u e u r s .  T h e  nex t  t i m e  I sh a l l .  I t ' s  fun to h ave  s o m e  t a lk  w i th  

j u s t  w o m e n .  But  th is  w a s  an  e v e n in g  w hen  e v e r y b o d y  ta lked .  And t h e r e  

w a s  a n  a u r a  of g a ie ty .

M a r y  a n d  J o h n  G a r d n e r  g r a v i t a t e d  t o g e t h e r .  T h e y  a l w a y s  h a v e  

p r o j e c t s  to d i s c u s s .  And Bob M c N a m a r a  and  A n d r e  M e y e r  a n d  

G e o r g e  a n d  J a c k  of c o u r s e  w a s  e v e r y w h e r e .

O nce  I  d r i f t e d  down the h a l l  w i th  s e v e r a l  of the l a d i e s  - -  a c t u a l l y  

showed, th em  the  l a d i e s '  r o o m  off of the Q u e e n s '  b e d r o o m .  B u t  to m y  

a m a z e m e n t  M r s .  B r o n f m a n  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  b e e n  u p s t a i r s  b e f o r e .  

A nd  so I en d ed  w i th  a  s o r t  of l i t t l e  t o u r  of the Q u e e n s '  Be d r o o m  a n d  the 

L i n c o ln  R o o m ,  a n d  found th a t  she  w a s  a s  i n t e r e s t e d  a s  a n y  14 y e a r  o ld  

s c h o o l  g i r l  f r o m  Idaho  F a l l s  o r  J o h n s o n  City.

MEMORANDUM
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It w a s  n e a r l y  12:00 w h e n  the g u e s t s  d e p a r t e d ,  and  the  K r i m s  

and L y n d o n  a n d  I s a t  up  and  d i s c u s s e d  w h a t  a  good p a r t y  i t  h a d  b e en .  

And  I p r o m i s e d  m y s e l f  we  shou ld  h ave  s o m e  m o r e  l ike  it.

One th ing  e s p e c i a l l y  s tu c k  in  m y  m i n d  - -  J a n e  E n g l e h a r d ' s  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of Ex p o  '67 .  She h a d  gone w i th  s o m e  e n o r m o u s  n u m b e r  

of c h i l d r e n  - -  l ike  10. And I thought w i th  the  Jo h n so n  L i b r a r y  c o m in g  

in to  b e in g  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  f r o m  now, and  th i s  g r e a t  job of e x h ib i t s  

b e i n g  done  w i th in  2 h o u r s  f l igh t  t im e  of m e ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  b e h o o v e d  m e  

to ge t  u p  t h e r e  a n d  s e e  i t .  E x h i b i t s  a r e  too b ig  a  s c i e n c e  fo r  m e  to 

i m a g i n e  tha t  I co u ld  l e a r n  s o m e t h in g  ab o u t  th em  in  a  b r i e f  t i m e .  But  

a t  l e a s t  I cou ld  s e e  the r e a c t i o n  of the  d i f f e r e n t  e x h ib i t s  on m y s e l f  and  

t h e i r  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a r i t y  w i th  the c r o w d s  th e r e .

MEMORANDUM


