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I aw oke  e a r l y  a t  L u c i ' s  h o u s e  ab o u t  7:00 a n d  d e c i d e d  I m ig h t  

a s  w e l l  ge t  an  e a r l i e r  s t a r t .  I d r e s s e d  and  h a d  coffee  and  ju i c e  by 

m y s e l f ,  a n d  k n o c k e d  on  L u c i  a n d  P a t ' s  d o o r  to s a y  goodbye. The  

b a b y  w a s  in  h a v in g  h i s  b r e a k f a s t  a s  c o n te n t  a s  a  p lu m p  k i t ten .  I d r o v e  

m y s e l f  - -  the S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  fo l lowing .  It is  v e r y  r e l a x i n g  to m e .

And the  sky  w a s  fu l l  of heavy ,  r o l l i n g  c lo u d s .  S u r e ly  t h e r e  m u s t  be 

a  r a i n  in  th e m .  T h e  c o u n t r y  is  s a d  - -  bo n e  d r y  a n d  p o o r  - -  l i t t l e  s q u a r e s  

of g r e e n  v e lv e t  a lo n g  the  r o a d .  And e v e n  the s u n f lo w e r s  h a v e  abou t  

g iv en  up . And  the  g r e a t  m e a d o w s  fu l l  of t h e m ,  so brilli an t ly  g o ld en  

in  l a t e  June  a n d  e a r l y  Ju ly  a r e  now w i t h e r e d  an d  s ere[?].

I s to p p e d  a t  the  Jo h n so n  C i ty  h o u se  a n d  h a d  a  t a lk  w i th  J e s s i e  

H u n t e r  a n d  a  cup  of co ffee .  We spoke  of doing  o v e r  h e r  own b e d r o o m ,  

in  s o m e t h i n g  of l igh t  c o l o r e d  a n d  s m a l l  s c a l e  a n d  v e r y  b r i g h t  a n d  gay.

She i s  s u c h  a n  a s s e t .  We a r e  so lu ck y  to h ave  h e r .  And i t  i s  c a r r y i n g

th in g s  too  f a r  to h a v e  th i s  huge  go lden  oak  b e d  l ike  M r .  J o h n s o n  u s e d  

to h a v e  in  1912 in  h e r  s m a l l  b e d r o o m .

I  r e a c h e d  the R a n c h  ab o u t  10:00 j u s t  a  few m i n u t e s  a f t e r  Neva  W es t .  I  

h a d  c a l l e d  h e r  the  e v e n in g  b e f o r e ^ y e a r n i n g  f o r  s o m e  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  a n d  

s o m e o n e  to h e lp  m e  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  put t o g e t h e r  the  b e a u t i fu l  c o l o r s  

f o r  o u r  two l i f e - t i m e  r o o m s .  And so  I t u r n e d  to N eva .  Dale  h a d  f lown 

down e a r l y  and  p i c k e d  h e r  up.  And t o g e t h e r  f r o m  10:00 u n t i l  m i d  a f t e r n o o n  

we w o r k e d  a w ay .
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H e r b e r t  W el l s  a r r i v e d  abou t  lu n ch  t im e .  We s to p p e d  to have  

h a m b u r g e r s  and  i c e d  te a .  And then co n t in u ed .  We put t o g e t h e r  c o l o r s  

t h a t  l a u g h  a n d  d a n c e  and  s in g  to m e  f o r  the s i t t i n g  r o o m .  An i v o r y  o r  

o f f -w h i t e  ru g ,  a n d  y e l lo w l in e n  c u r t a i n s ,  r a t h e r  h eav y ,  tha t  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  

p l a i d  of w h i t e  in t h e m .  And a h e av y  co t ton  of b r i g h t  y e l lo w  f o r  a  s m a l l  

so fa .  And ab o v e  i t  e i t h e r  a  gay  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p i c t u r e  w i th  s o m e  ye l low  

in  i t ,  o r  a  S a l i n a s  s c e n e ,  sof t  g r a y  g r e e n s  and  o r a n g e  and  b lue  s k i e s  

an d  s o m e  ye l low .

We t r i e d  bo th .  I w a lk e d  down the  ha l l ,  a n d  the  r o o m  b e c k o n e d  

m e  in. I t  w a s  so  c h e e r f u l  and  gay. I th ink  of i t  fu l l  of b o o k s  a n d  L y n d o n ' s  

b ig  b r o w n  l e a t h e r  c h a i r .  And I a m  s a t i s f i e d .  Not so ,  a l a s ,  h i s  b e d r o o m .

S o m e t i m e  in  the  m id d le  of the  m o r n i n g  M r .  D e m e n t  c a m e  out,  

a n d  we p l a n n e d  how to e n l a r g e  the d in ing  r o o m  tab le  w i th  a n o t h e r  l e a f  

so  t h a t  I c a n  h a v e  m y  l i f e - t i m e  c h a i r s  - -  e i t h e r  old o n es  o r  good c o p ie s  - -  

r a t h e r  Q u e e n  Anne  - -  with n e e d l e w o r k  s e a t s ,  e a c h  of th e m  a d i f f e r e n t  w i ld  

f l o w e r  of the  E d w a r d s  P l a t e a u  done by  a f a v o r i t e  f r i e n d  a n d  s ig n e d  w i th  

t h e i r  i n i t i a l s .  And then  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  to look  a t  the old spoo l  b e d  w h ic h  

I b o u g h t  fo r  H ap p y  H ol low  L a n e  b a c k  in ab o u t  1936 - -  31 y e a r s  ago .  And 

h a v e  h a d  i t  l e n g t h e n e d  a n d  w id e n e d  a n d  l o w e r e d  o v e r  the p a s s i n g  of the  y e a r s .  

W e  t a lk e d  a b o u t  l o w e r i n g  the f o o tb o a r d  a n d  doing  o v e r  a l l  the  f u r n i t u r e  - -  

i t  a n d  the doub le  d r e s s e r  a n d  the h ig h  c h e s t  in s o m e  sof t ,  l i g h t e r  b ro w n ,  

m a h o g a n y  s h a d e .  So f a r  so  good.  B u t  then  M r .  W e l l s  a n d  N e v a  an d  I
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b e g a n  to t r y  to ^pu t  t o g e t h e r  c o l o r  s c h e m e s ^ s t a r t i n g  w i th  the  b lue  r u g  i

l i k e  M a r i a l l e n  h a s  a n d  tha t  Lyndon  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  a  l ik ing  f o r .  And  we took

C J y r K ^ .  I
the  Wyeth p a in t in g  w i th  the  c o v e r e d  w ag o n s  p a s s i n g  a lo n g  th e  r o a d  a n d  i

■ j

the  g r e a t  b lu e  sk y  ab o v e  an d  pu t  JiX in  the  r o o m  a n d  i m a g i n e d  o f f -w h i te  !
WmXXL

w a l l s  - -  p e r h a p s  c o l o r e d  w o o d w o rk .  And then  we t r i e d  a  n a t u r a l

l in en ,  h eav y ,  f o r  the  c u r t a i n s , w i th  a  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  w ide  h a n d s o m e  w h i te  

e m b r o i d e r y  a n d  pu t  in  m y  two m a t c h i n g  c h a i r s  c o v e r e d  in  a  lo v e ly  sof t  ;

t o b a c c o Tttn̂ ^̂ iw v e lv e t .  T h e y  h a v e  l i v e d  w i th  m e  a t  30th  P l a c e  a n d  the 

E l m s  a n d  the S o la r i u m  a t  the W hite  H o u se .  And  then  in L u c i ' s  f i r s t
i
i

h o m e ,  an d  then  h e r  h o m e  on M a c k e n  S t r e e t  a n d  now b a c k  h e r e .  I l i k e  ;
i
1

i t  b u t  I a m  no t  e n t i r e l y  s u r e  of i t .  So we c h o s e  a  s e c o n d  a n d  a  t h i r d  I

g ro u p in g .  And by  tha t  t im e  N eva  m u s t  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  of a  t h u n d e r  s h o w e r  

down to w a r d  H o u s to n .
1

S o m e t i m e  in  the a f t e r n o o n  I w e n t  u p s t a i r s  a n d  h a d  a  long  a n d  |

w o n d e r f u l  t a l k  w i th  Lyndon .  He w a s  lone ly ;  h e ' s  c a l l e d  m e  tw ice  now. [
I -

I  to ld  h im  how s a d  I ' d  f e l t  - -  the  s e n s e  of o p p o r tu n i ty  m i s s e d  - -  w h e n  I  |

h a d  n o t i c e d  th a t  a l l  the  s ig n s  ab o u t  M e lv in  W i n t e r s '  w i ld  a n i m a l  p l a c e

h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  the  ro a d .  And then  I c a m e  a c r o s s  the  b ig  b i l l b o a r d s

i
t h a t  a d v e r t i s e d  h i s  to u r  of t h e  D ia m o n d  X. And they  w e r e  b la n k .  And  

th e n  I a r r i v e d  a t  the  h o u s e .  I t  w a s  s h u t t e r e d  and  t h e r e  w a s  a  s ig n  up  

" F o r  S a le " .  So m a n y  t i m e s  I h a d  h a d  the  i n s t i n c t ,  the  r e a l  in t e n t io n ,  

to s u g g e s t  to C a c t u s  o r  to s o m e b o d y  a t  the  s t a t i o n  th a t  they  ought  to do 

a  s h o r t  f e a t u r e  on a  t r i p  th r o u g h  M e l v i n ' s  r e m a r k a b l e  R a n c h .  I h a d n ' t
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done it a n d  now it w a s  too l a t e .  T h a t ' s  one th ing L yndon  s e ld o m  d o e s  

i s  w a i t  too long  fo r  a  k ind  o r  thoughtfu l  a c t .  He g r a b s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

b y  the f o r e l o c k  the m i n u t e  he s e e s  th e m .  He s q u e e z e s  f r o m  th e m  

the  l a s t  they  h a v e  to o f f e r .

A n o th e r  th ing h a p p e n e d  y e s t e r d a y  th a t  m ig h t  h a v e  m a d e  m e  

s a d .  I t  d id n ' t .  It w a s  the f i r s t  s t e p  down off the m o u n t a i n  - -  the " T o w e r  

of the F a i r y  P r i n c e s s " d i s a p p e a r e d  in to  th in  a i r .

A s h t o n  c a l l e d  m e  ab o u t  a  l e t t e r  she  h a d  had  f r o m  the  m a n a g e r s  

of the  C a r l y l e  H o te l .  T h e y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  m a n a g e m e n t  w i th in  the  l a s t  

few m o n t h s .  T h e y  h a d  a p p r e c i a t e d  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to be  of  s e r v i c e  to 

the  W hite  H o u se .  B u t  they  w e r e  no l o n g e r  a b le  to ju s t i f y  to t h e i r  

s t o c k h o l d e r s  the  e x p e n s e  of r e t a i n i n g  the  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  the u s e  of the
J

F i r s t  F a m i l y  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  r e g r e t t e d  i t  e tc .  e tc .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  we  

c a r e d  to r e s e r v e  i t  by  the y e a r ,  i t  w ou ld  be  - -  an d  h e r e  w a s  the 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  f i g u r e  - -  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r !  I to ld  h e r  to w r i t e  th em  

b a c k  the m o s t  g r a c i o u s  t h a n k -y o u .  A nd  a c t u a l l y  we sh o u ld  w r i t e  the  

f o r m e r  m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  i t  w a s  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  tha t  h a d  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  

m y  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  a  y e a r  to the  " T o w e r  of the  F a i r y  P r i n c e s s "  f r o m  

J a n u a r y  of '6 4  u n t i l  now. ^ S o m e t i m e s  one n e v e r  knows w h e n  th ings  

end . So I s h a l l  n e v e r  go b a c k  t h e r e  a g a in  u n l e s s  p e r h a p s  s o m e t i m e s  

a s  a  v i s i t o r .  And i t  w a s  m a r v e l o u s  a n d  I lo v ed  i t  an d  I a lw a y s  knew  it 

w o u ld  d i s a p p e a r .  And I s h a l l  no t  m i s s  it .

MEMORANDUM

T H E  W H IT E  HOUSE



THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu r d a y ,  J uly 22,  1967 P a g e  5

By the t im e  we got to m y  b e d r o o m  M r .  W el l s  a n d  I  w e r e  b o th  

r e a d y  to g ive  up.  One f i r m  s u g g e s t i o n  tha t  he m a d e  tha t  I s h a l l  fo llow; 

R o y  White  h a d  put the  w ho le  l i f e - s i z e  d r a w i n g  of the  m a n t e l  - -  the  one 

c o p ie d  f r o m  the  m a n t e l  in  m y  r o o m  a t  the White  H o u se  - -  up on  the  

w a l l  e x a c t l y  a s  i t  w ou ld  be .  N eva  w i th  h e r  good eye  h a d  p o in t e d  out 

to m e  th a t  i t  m i g h t  be  too l a r g e  a  s c a l e  f o r  th i s  r o o m  w i th  i t s  c e i l i n g  

of on ly  8 f e e t  - 2 i n c h e s  - -  a nd th i s  f r o m  the p l a n s  b e f o r e  sh e  h a d  e v e r  

s e e n  i t  up  on the w a l l !  And w h e n  she  h a d  s e e n  i t  t h i s  m o r n i n g  she  h a d  

p r a c t i c a l l y  b a c k e d  out of the  r o o m .  M r .  W el l s  c o n f i r m e d  i t ,  a n d  in 

s o m e w h a t  s c a th in g  l a n g u a g e .  So we b o th  r e a c h e d  the  c o n c l u s i o n  th a t  

I s h o u ld  h ave  to lo o k  f o r  an  o l d e r  one o r  copy  so m e  new  d e s i g n  q u i te  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  the White  H o u se .  F a r e w e l l  to th a t  a l s o .

It w a s  p a s t  7 :00 w hen  we qu i t  w o r k  a n d  w e n t  out on the  f r o n t  

y a r d  to  en jo y  a  gin a n d  tonic  a n d  look  a t  the s t r e a m  of c a r s  th a t  p o u r e d  

b y  on  R a n c h  R o ad  1. T h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  t r e m e n d o u s  c r o w d  a t  the 

b i r t h p l a c e  h o u s e  today .

J e s s i e  H u n t e r  h a d  c o m e  out a t  m y  r e q u e s t  and  we t a lk e d  o v e r  

u p k e e p  a n d  h o u s e  k e e p in g  m a t t e r s  a t  the boyhood  h o m e .  I  h a d  r e a l l y  

b e e n  d e l i g h t e d  w h en  I  s to p p e d  by  t h e r e  f o r  a  few m i n u t e s  th i s  m o r n i n g  

a n d  h a d  m e t  Ju an ,  the  M e x ic a n  y a r d  m a n ,  to s ee  how a t  m y  u n e x p e c t e d  

v i s i t  I found the y a r d  r e a l l y  look ing  so  n ice .  And  the to o ls ,  oh joy  of 

joy,  in  p e r f e c t  c l e a n  a r r a y  in  the  too l  shed .
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M r .  We l l s  an d  I s a i d  goodbye.  We had  m a d e  s o m e  h e ad w a y .

B u t  i t  w a s  f a r  f r o m  the w r a p p e d - u p  job I h a d  h o p e d  f o r .  And no th ing  - -  

no th ing  - -  f o r  m y  b e d r o o m .  Well ,  it  w i l l  s t a y  b a r e  u n t i l  I  f ind  s o m e t h in g  

th a t  I d r e a m  a b o u t  a t  n igh t  a n d  w ake  up in the  m o r n i n g  y e a r n i n g  f o r .

I d r o v e  w i th  J e s s i e  o v e r  to the  R a n c h  H o u se ,  an d  we t a lk e d  

a b o u t  o u r  h o s t e s s e s  an d  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of k eep in g  

a  h o u s e  l ike  th i s  o p e n compared to the h o u s e s  tha t  she  h a d  v i s i t e d  in  V i r g in i a .  

A c t u a l l y Jessie and her hostesses cope  w i th  l a r g e r  c r o w d s  than  a n y  e x c e p t  the m o s t  w e l l -  

known a n d  w e l l - l o v e d  h i s t o r i c  h o u s e s  in the  c o u n t r y  - -  f a r  m o r e  than  

A d a m ' s  h o u s e  o r  C o o l i d g e ' s  h o u s e .  And m a n y ,  m a n y  t i m e s  the  Stage 

C o a c h  Inn  a t  W in ed a le ,  w h ich  I d e s c r i b e d  to J e s s i e  too.  I  w o u ld  love 

f o r  h e r  to t a k e  the o p p o r tu n i ty  to go e v e r y w h e r e  tha t  she  c a n  to l e a r n  

a b o u t  th i s .  I t  w ou ld  be  i m p o s s i b l e  to find  s o m e b o d y  in  o u r  l i t t l e  s p h e r e  

a s  d e d i c a t e d ,  dev o ted ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  w i th  a s  good c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s .

And  I  w a n t  h e r  to en jo y  i t  an d  to l e a r n  f r o m  it .

We h a d  C e c i l  P r e s n a l l ' s  good b a r b e q u e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  b e a n s  

a n d  a  c o ld  b o t t l e  of b e e r ,  a n d  r e a l l y  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  e v e n i n g  s i t t i n g  

on  a  w o o d e n  b e n c h  e a t in g  off a  p a p e r  p la te .  I w o n d e r  how m a n y  peop le  

w o u ld  e x p e c t  to f ind  the F i r s t  L a d y  of the l a n d  in  t h a t  s e t t in g  on  a  

S a t u r d a y  night?  B u t  then I 'v e  n e v e r  g o t ten  tha t  " F i r s t  L a d y "  ou t  of 

q u o ta t io n  m a r k s .
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Suddenly ,  in  w a lk e d  M elv in  and  N eva .  T h e y  p r a c t i c a l l y  s h o u ted  

a  w e l c o m e .  T h e y  c a m e  o v e r  and  jo in e d  us  an d  M e l v i n  to ld  us  a l l  abou t  

c l o s i n g  up  h i s  w i ld  a n i m a l  p la c e .  And  th a t  m a d e  m e  s a d d e r  than  e v e r ,

He s a i d  th a t  so m e  of the p e o p le  who c a m e  had  i t  c o n f u s e d  w i th  the L B J  

P a r k  a n d  thought  i t  w as  s u p p o s e d  to be f r e e ,  an d  w e r e  i n c e n s e d  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  w a s  a  c h a r g e  of $ 2 . 5 0 .  He i s  su ch  a  good m a n  - -  so good f o r  the 

c o m m u n i t y ,  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  an d  h i s  f r i e n d s .  I w a s  h u r t  t h a t  s h  t h i s  s h o u ld  

in  a n y  w ay  h u r t  h i m .  B u t  N e v a  t a lk e d  so  h a p p i ly  of the  p e o p le  she  had  

m e t  a n d  how s h e  h a d  k e p t  up  w i th  s o m e  of t h e m .  Som e  of th e m  even  

w r i t e  a n d  t e l l  h e r  ab o u t  w e d d in g s  a n d  the f a m i l y  o r  a  d ea th .  And  they 

know p e o p le  who m i g h t  v i s i t  w h en  they  take  t r i p s .  T h e y  s e e m e d  r e a l l y  

q u i t e  happy ,  a n d  we t a lk e d  m o r e  than  we have  in  an y  v i s i t  in  a  long  t im e .  

A nd  i t  w a s  v e r y  good x  to s e e  th e m .

It w a s  long  p a s t  " G u n s m o k e "  t im e  when  I r e a c h e d  the R a n c h  - -  

a c t u a l l y  11:00. So I r e a d  a w h i le  a n d  w en t  to bed .

MEMORANDUM


