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W A S H I N G T O N

M o n d a y ,  A u g u s t  1, 1967 P a g e  1

T h e  w o r k  of  th e  d a y  w a s  a  10:00  m e e t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  L i b r a r y  

w i t h  M a x  B r o o k s  a n d  G o r d o n  B u n s h a f t  a n d  H o r a c e  B u s b y  a n d  M r .

D r e x l e r  a n d  D o r o t h y  T e r r i t o .  J u a n i t a  w a s  s t i l l  in  th e  h o s p i t a l .  We 

s a t  in  m y  " B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s "  r o o m  - -  the  u n h a p p y  A n d r e w  J o h n s o n ' s  

C a b i n e t  R o o m .  I h a v e  g r o w n  q u i t e  f o n d  of  i t .  I t ’s s e e n  th e  s t a r t  of a  

l o t  of p r o j e c t s  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  a  d e a l  of the h a m m e r i n g  t h r o u g h .

T h e  m e e t i n g  l a s t e d  4 - 1 / 2  h o u r s .  I h a d  b r i e f e d  m y s e l f  f o r  i t  

t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w i t h  a  n o t e b o o k  fu l l  of  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  B u zz - -  m e m o s  

t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  D r e x l e r  - - a  lo n g  p e r s o n a l  o n e  f r o m  

h i m .  A n d  the  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  a  U n i v e r s i t y  of  T e x a s  s t u d e n t  on  the  

L i b r a r y .  S h e ’s th e  m e m b e r  of  o u r  w i n n i n g  " C o l l e g e  B o w l "  t e a m  a n d  

i s  s p e n d i n g  the  s u m m e r  a s  a n  i n t e r n  in  B u zz ' s  o f f i c e .

T h e  w h o l e  s u b j e c t  w a s  e x h i b i t s  - -  h o w  do w e  t e l l  the  s t o r y  of t h e  

d e c a d e s  a n d  the  m a n  - -  w h a t  w i l l  the s t u d e n t ,  t h e  t o u r i s t ,  s e e  w h e n  t h e y  

c o m e  i n t o  t h e  L y n d o n  J o h n s o n  L i b r a r y .

L y n d a  c a m e  i n  a n d  s a t  w i t h  u s  b r i e f l y .  I  w a n t  h e r  to  b e c o m e  

a g r o u n d e d  i n  t h i s  - -  a b s o r b e d  in  i t .  I t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  to  a g r e e  

o n  a n  o u t l i n e  t o d a y  o f  the  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  w a n t e d  to  s a y .  M r .  D r e x l e r  

h a d  b r o u g h t  a  p r o p o s e d  o u t l i n e  - -  h i s t o r y ,  w h a t  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  

l i k e  d u r i n g  the  d e c a d e s  in  w h i c h  th e  P r e s i d e n t  w o r k e d  i n  i t  - -  the  P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  th e  p e o p l e  - -  g i f t  o b j e c t s  - -  t e m p o r a r y  e x h i b i t i o n s .  E s p e c i a l l y  b e i n g  

o n  a  c a m p u s  i t  m u s t  b e  k e p t  r e l e v a n t  a n d  u p - t o - d a t e .  O r i e n t a t i o n ,  w h i c h
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s e e m e d  n e b u l o u s  a n d  b a r e l y  a  s k e l e t o n  to m e .  A n d  y e t  a  t i m e  s c h e d u l e ,  

a  r e v i e w  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  s c r i p t  a n d  r e v i e w  of s c r i p t  a n d  d e s i g n  c o n c e p t .

A n d  t h e n  the  f i n a l  d e s i g n  n e x t  M a r c h .  B u zz h a d  e l a b o r a t e d  on t h i s ,  a n d  

to  m y  t h i n k i n g  h a d  gone  m u c h  m o r e  i n t o  th e  d e p t h s  w i t h  m o r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

I  a m  n o t  s u r e  w e  a r e  on  the  r i g h t  t r a c k  in  o u r  c h o i c e  o f  a n  e x h i b i t s  m a n ,  

a n d  i t  c o n c e r n s  m  e a n d  I a m  i n c a p a b l e  of  ju d g i n g .  A c t u a l l y  w e  a r e  r a c i n g  

a g a i n s t  t i m e .  If  the  b i d s  a r e  l e t  in  O c t o b e r  the  L i b r a r y  m a y  b e  c o m p l e t e d  

i n  the  F a l l  o f  ' 6 9  o r  in  t h e  e a r l y  w i n t e r  of ' 7 0 .  A n d  e x h i b i t s  m u s t  k e e p  

p a c e  w i t h ,  m u s t  b e  p l a n n e d  h a n d  in  g lo v e  w i t h  the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  the 

b u i l d i n g .

We d r a n k  inn u m e r a b l e  c u p s  of  c o f f e e .  D o r o t h y  to o k  n o t e s  a n d  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  p h o n e d  J u a n i t a  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A nd  o n c e  w h e n  I  w e n t  o u t  

i n t o  t h e  h a l l  I  g l i m p s e d  the  T u e s d a y  l u n c h e o n  m e e t i n g  a t  the  w e s t  e n d  - -  

R u s k  a n d  M c G e o r g e  B u n d y  a n d  N i t z e  f o r  M c N a m a r a  w h o  i s  a w a y  on a 

v a c a t i o n ,  G o d  b l e s s  h i m .  A n d  G e o r g e  C h r i s t i a n .  I  o r d e r e d  s a n d w i c h e s  

a n d  c o o k i e s  a n d  m o r e  c o f f e e  f o r  a b o u t  12:00,  A n d  i t  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g  

2 :3 0  w h e n  w e  b r o k e  u p .  E a c h  o f  u s  h a d  h a d  s o m e  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o r  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  D r e x l e r ' s  i d e a s  to  m a k e .  A n d  I  w a s  r e a s o n a b l y  r e a s s u r e d  

t h a t  w e  w e r e  m a k i n g  a  s t a r t .  D r e x l e r  a n d  B u zz w e r e  to  s p e n d  the  r e s t  of 

th e  a f t e r n o o n  w o r k i n g  f u r t h e r  on  t h e i r  s c r i p t ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  two w e e k s  

t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  d o w n  to i t  i n  e a r n e s t  a f t e r  B u zz h a s  f i n i s h e d  a  v a c a t i o n .
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N e x t ,  I  t o o k  D o r o t h y  a n d  D r .  G r o v e r  o u t  on to  the B a l c o n y ,  

a n d  w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  r e s p o n s e s  to o u r  l e t t e r s  to th e  f r i e n d s  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  

o f f i c i a l s .  T h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  c o m i n g  in  - -  m a n y  of t h e m  d u l l  a n d  u n a l u m i n a  t ing .  

O n e  of  t h e m  a  j e w e l  f r o m  O. J .  W e b e r  w i t h  two i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of  the  w a y  

L y n d o n  h a d  t r e a t e d  h i m  a s  a n  e m p l o y e e .  A n d  th e y  w e r e  d e a r  a n d  p r e c i o u s .  

T h e y  s p o k e  a c r o s s  the  y e a r s .

I  t a l k e d  w i t h  M r .  B u n s h a f t  a l s o  o u t  o n  th e  B a l c o n y  a b o u t  M a r y  

L a s k e r ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  tw o  f o u n t a i n s  t h a t  w o u l d  f r a m e  the v i e w  to  the 

T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r i a l .  H e  l o o k e d  a t  m e  a s k a n c e  l i k e  I  w a s  t r y i n g  

to b e  a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  a n d  s a i d ,  " R e a l l y ,  you  h a v e  to t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  a s  a  

p a r t  w h o l e ,  a n d  t h e r e ' s  a  d r a w i n g  o f  th e  w h o l e  a n d  I ' l l  s e e  t h a t  y ou  g e t  

i t  a n d  w e ' l l  h a v e  to  s e e  h o w  t h a t  f i t s  in .  " H e  a l l  b u t  p a t t e d  m e  o n  the  h e a d  

a n d  s a i d ,  " T h e r e ,  t h e r e  l i t t l e  l a d y .  " I  t r i e d  to  c o n v i n c e  h i m  t h a t  I w a s  

a l l  i n  f a v o r  o f  a n  o v e r a l l  p l a n .  B u t  I w a s  a l s o  in  f a v o r  w h e n  w e  h a d  a n  

e a g e r  d o n o r  of  f i n d i n g  a n  e s t h e t i c  a n d  h a p p y  a n d  q u i c k  u s e  to  p u t  t h e i r  

g i f t  to - -  n o t  j u s t  f r e e z e  t h e m  out .

I  s p e n t  th e  a f t e r n o o n  w o r k i n g  a t  m y  d e s k  a n d  w i t h  A s h t o n  a n d  

c a l l i n g  feibexida F r a n c e s  L e w i n e  w h o s e  f a t h e r  h a d  j u s t  d i e d ,  a n d  g o in g  

do w n  to the  S t a t e  D in in g  R o o m  to  l o o k  a t  the  n e w  d r a p e s .  T h e y  a r e  

b e a u t i f u l .

W h e n  L y n d o n  w o k e  u p  f r o m  h i s  n ap ,  I s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  go s w i m m i n g .  "

H e  q u i c k l y  a s s e n t e d  a n d  I  h a d  30 l a p s ,  a n d  h e  w e n t  to  h i s  o f f i c e  a n d  I
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‘ w e n t  o v e r  to  the  EO B  to bow l w ith  W a r r i e  - -  a  r e a l l y  r o t t e n  g a rn e t

A n d  th en  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  to w o rk .

/ /  I  o f te n  w o n d e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  to liiy  d e sk ,  to xny c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  

to m y  in f in i te  l i t t l e  p r o b l e m s  w h en  I  h av e  a  so lid , d a y  fu l l  of a p p o in tm e n ts ,  

bec^ause i f  i  d o n ' t  Kave m a n y  I  s t i l i  n e v e r  s e e m  to g e t  to the  end  of the 

d e s k  w ork .y^

w a s  n e a r l y  8 :30  w h e n  L yn d o n  c a m e  in , a n d  I  w a s  in  a  f i lm y  

d r e s s i n g  gow n a n d  a l l  r e a d y  f o r  a  q u ie t  d in n e r  a t  h o m e .  A n d  h e  s a id ,

' ' i ^ a t  do" you s a y  l e t ' s  p ic k  up s o m e  c h i l i  a n d  go o u t  to

..V. a w . -------- -TO TB B — j

i s  h a r d  to s a y  " n o ” to h im  w hen  he  is  e n th u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  

• s o m e th in g .  A nd  w h e n  w h a t  h e  i s  s u g g e s t in g  i s  s w e e t .  So I  c h a n g e d  in  

3 m i n u te s  t im e  in to  a  d r e s s  sh o u t in g  o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r  m y  o b jec t io n s ,  to 

u s  ta k in g  th e  b a b y .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  h e e d e d .  B u t I d id  tak e  ou t  the  i n s u r a n c e  

of a s k in g  M i s s  G f e l l e r  to c o m e  a lo n g  in  a n o th e r  c a r  r ig h t  b e h in d  u s .  . ' 

A n d  p u t  w e  s e t  —: L y n d o n  c a r r y i n g  l i t t l e  L y n  an d  I a t  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  of * 

n in e  to  go v i s i t in g .  T h e r e  fo l lo w ed  one of the  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  

p e r f o r m a n c e s  I  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  a -p a r t-ea to.

We w a lk e d  in  w ith  L y n  - -  the  b e s t  ic e  b r e a k e r  in  the  w o r ld  

and  B i l l  a n d  Ju n e  a n d  V ick y  a n d  Gia w e r e  a l l  l in e d  up  to g r e e t  u s .  A nd . 

s o m e b o d y  b r o u g h t  u s  a  d r in k  a n d  took  the  c h i l i  ou t of o u r 'h a n d s  a n d  w e n t  

to  h e ^  i t  u p . T h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  e a te n  d in n e r .  T h e y  w e r e  j u s t  go ing  to

• v.'*
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s i t  w i th  u s  w h i le  w e  h a d  d in n e r .r

r
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S o m e w h e r e  a t  s o m e  c o m m a  o r  p e r i o d  in  the  s t o r y  w e  a l l  k i s s e d

L y n  g o o d b y e  a n d  s e n t  h i m  h o m e  w i t h  M i s s  G f e l l e r .  A n d  l a t e r  w e  w e n t

in to  th e  d in in g  r o o m  an d  h a d  o u r  c h i l i  w ith  c r a c k e r s  w h i l e  the f o u r  W h ite s

s a t  a r o u n d .  A n d  L y n d o n  s a i d ,  " I  j u s t  w a n t e d  to c o m e  o u t  a n d  s e e  you 

i s
b e c a u s e  t h i s / o n e  of  the  f e w  h o u s e s  I c a n  i n v i t e  m y s e l f  to  a t  9:00 a t  n ig h t  

a n d  b r i n g  m y  o w n  s u p p e r . " A n d  we a l l  l a u g h e d .  A n d  i t  w a s  t h a t  k in d  

of  b i t t e r - s w e e t  e v e n i n g  t h a t  g o o d  f r i e n d s  c a n  h a v e  i n  t i m e  of  t r o u b l e s ,

I t  w a s  11 :00  w h e n  w e  w e r e  b a c k  a t  the  W h i t e  R o u s e ,  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  

m  e to  go in to  h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h  h i m  to t a k e  t h a t  l a s t  l o o k  a t  t h e  t i c k e r .  He 

i s  n e v e r  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  d a y .  I t  r o l l s  o u t  a t  h i m  in  g r e a t  

w h i t e  s h e e t s ,  a n d  h e  a b s o r b s  i t  a l l  w h i l e  I h a p p i l y  know  o n ly  w h a t  i n t r u d e s  

u p o n  m e  w i t h  i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e m a n d s .

L u c i  a n d  P a t  a r e  s t a y i n g  a t  M a r y ' s  h o u s e ,  go in g  to the  t h e a t e r ,  

o u t  to  d i n n e r .  I  a m  s o  h a p p y  f o r  t h e m .  A nd  th e n  on to t h e  B a h a m a s  

s o m e t i m e  t h i s  w e e k .  J u s t  w h e n  - -  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  w a n t  to  kn o w .  A n d  I 

u n d e r s t a n d  L u c i ' s  r e a s o n i n g  f o r  n o t  w a n t i n g  to t e l l .  In th e  c l i m a t e  of,  

t o d a y  w i t h  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  r i o t s ,  a s  e a s y  a n d  h a p p y  a  l i t t l e  s o u l  a s  she  

i s ,  s h e  d o e s  no t  w a n t  to a d v e r t i s e  the  t i m e  w h e n  b o t h  s h e  a n d  P a t  w i l l  

b e  o n  a  p l a n e .  S o m e  n u t  m i g h t  p u t  on  a  b o m b .

MEMORANDUM

T H E  W H IT E  HOUSE




