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T h u r s d a y ,  A u g u s t  10th, b e g a n  in the  s t r a n g e s t  way.  S o m e t i m e  

in  the  v e r y  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  h o u r s  I c a m e  aw ak e  a s  I do a t  the s l i g h t e s t  

so u n d  o r  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  I  though t  I cou ld  h e a r  a  c r e a k i n g  of the  b o a r d s  

o r  of the w a l l s  in  th i s  o ld  h o u s e .  A nd  I thought of a l l  the g h o s t  s t o r i e s  - -  

c o m p l e t e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  by  th e m  h o w e v e r .  And then  I j u s t  knew  t h e r e  

w a s  s o m e b o d y  in  the r o o m  - -  s o m e b o d y  c o m in g  to w a r d  the b ed .  T h e r e  

w a s  no  s e n s e  of f r i g h t .  I r e a c h e d  ou t  m y  h a n d  o v e r  the  s ide  of the b e d  

a n d  a  h a n d  c l o s e d  upon  i t .  I s a id ,  "Who i s  th i s?"  And L y n d a ' s  v o ic e ,  

" M o m m a ,  I w a n t  to t a lk  to you." She s a t  down on the  s ide  of the  bed , 

a n d  I w h i s p e r e d ,  " L e t ' s  go in  y o u r  r o o m . " But  i t  w as  too l a t e .  Lyndon  

w a s  a w a k e ,  s l e e p i l y  he  r o s e  on h i s  e lbow, r e a c h e d  f o r  the l igh t  and  sa id ,  

" W h a t ' s  going o n ? "  I f e l t  I knew  w h a t  w a s  - -  s o m e  l i f t  of e x c i t e m e n t  in 

L y n d a ' s  v o ic e ,  s o m e  fe e l in g  tha t  s h e  w a s  t ry in g  to t a lk  to m e ,  b u t  n o t  

ye t  q u i te  r e a d y  w h en  I h a d  w a t c h e d  h e r  ge t  d r e s s e d  to go out f o r  the da te  

the  e v en in g  b e f o r e  h a d  m a d e  m e  th ink  i t  w a s  a b o u t  Chuck, tha t  she  w a s  

g e t t in g  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h im  - -  j u s t  how i n t e r e s t e d  I w a s n ' t  s u r e .

She s a id ,  " M o t h e r ,  Daddy, I a m  in  love .  I  w a n t  to ge t  m a r r i e d . "

L y n d o n  w a s  a t  o nce  w id e  a w a k e .  " T e l l  u s  abou t  it ." So sh e  to ld  u s  

abou t  h i m .  He i s  a  M a r i n e ,  s i x  y e a r s  of s e r v i c e .  W e've  s e e n  h im  in 

a n d  out o f  the  h o u s e  f o r  m o n th s  now. H e ' s  a n  Aide .  In f a c t  he  looks  l ike  

h e  ought to be  on  a  p o s t e r  f o r  the  M a r i n e s .  He h a s  a  d e g r e e  f r o m  the  

U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s c o n s i n  - -  B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  I th ink  s h e  s a id .
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A n d  she  to ld  us  how m a n y  b r o t h e r s  an d  s i s t e r s ,  a n d  w ha t  h i s  f a t h e r  d id  - -  

he w o r k s  f o r  A m e r i c a n  A i r l i n e s .  And ab o u t  how m u c h  fun th e y  h ave  

t o g e t h e r ,  an d  th e y  l ike  doing  the s a m e  th in g s .  Lynda ,  w h o se  i n t e r e s t s  

h a v e  been tu r n i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  th is  l a s t  two y e a r s  to peop le  on the  s t a g e  

a n d  s c r e e n ,  the  c a fe  s o c i e t y  peop le ,  to peop le  who a r e  v e r y  r i c h  o r  v e r y  

t a l e n t e d  a n d  a p p e a r  in  c o l u m n s ,  and  th i s  i s  a  new d i m e n s i o n  fo r  h e r  

b e c a u s e  C h u c k  Robb looks  l ike  the " A l l - A m e r i c a n  bo y " ,  w h o l e s o m e ,  

h a n d s o m e ,  p l e a s a n t l y  m a s c u l i n e .  A c tu a l ly ,  I know v e r y  l i t t l e  ab o u t  h im ,  

e x c e p t  he  p l a y s  a  good g a m e  of b r i d g e .  T h e r e  w i l l  be  so m u c h  to t a lk  

a b o u t  - -  a  w e d d in g  d a te ,  a  l i s t  - -  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  V i e t - N a m .

L y n d a  c o u l d n ' t  w a i t .  T h a t ' s  t y p ic a l  of h e r .  A f t e r  a w h i le  she  

w e n t  onto  bed ,  w r a p p e d  in  h e r  a u r a  of e x c i t e m e n t ,  and  Lyndon ,  th a n k  God,  

b a c k  to s l e e p ,  a n d  I l a y  s t i f f  a s  a  b o a r d ,  r e a c h i n g  fo r  the  b e n e f i c e n c e  of 

s l e e p  a n d  no t  f ind ing  i t  u n t i l  the  te lephone  r a n g  a t  7:15 to w a k e n  m e .  

L y n d o n  a n d  I t a lk e d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  w h i le  we h a d  b r e a k f a s t  a b o u t  Lynda  

a n d  C h u c k  a n d  ab o u t  the R a n c h  h o u s e .  And then  b e f o r e  9:00 I  h a d  k i s s e d  

L y n d a  goodbye ,  a n d  Lyndon ,  w a v e d  to a  g ro u p  of e a r l y - m o r n i n g  t o u r i s t s  

in  the  D ip l o m a t i c  R e c e p t i o n  R oom  a n d  w as  on  m y  w ay  to the  a i r p o r t  - -  

D u l l e s .  I t ' s  a lw a y s  a  p l e a s a n t  i n t e r l u d e  to r i d e  the  G e o r g e  W a s h in g to n  

M e m o r i a l  P a r k w a y .  I a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .

We w e r e  e a r l y  and  the p lane  w a s  l a t e .  But  i t  w a s  a n  u n e v en t fu l  

r i d e  to D a l l a s  w h e r e  Dale  m e t  m e  an d  we f lew to the  R an c h  in p l e a s a n t l y



W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  A u g u s t  10, 1967 P a g e  3

coo l  w e a t h e r .  A f r o n t  w a s  b low ing  in. I h a d  h a d  a  b ig  b r u n c h  on the 

p la n e ,  so we  w en t  s t r a i g h t  to w o r k  w i th  Roy W hite ,  m i n u s  a n y  lunch ,  

a n d  s t r u g g l e d  w i th  o u r  d e t a i l s  of l igh t ing  in  the long,  n a r r o w  h a l l  w i th  

i t s  low c e i l i n g .  M r .  K le in  h a d  b u i l t  a  m o c k - u p  of the  l igh t  t h a t  we 

h o p e d  we w ou ld  be a b l e  to u s e  - -  a  s o r t  of a  w a l l - w a s h e r  f o r  lo t s  of 

p i c t u r e s  of a l l  o u r  l i fe  a n d  t i m e s .  It w a s  a  good th ing  he d id  b e c a u s e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  we saw  th a t  i t  w ou ld  fi l l ,  d o m in a t e ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  tunne l .

We  c o u l d n ' t  u s e  i t .  And then the  f i r s t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  of the  t r i p  - -  

M r .  W e l l s ,  who w a s  s u p p o s e d  to h ave  a r r i v e d  a b o u t  2 :00, p h oned  

f r o m  H o u s t o n  s a y in g  tha t  he  w a s  le av in g  H o u s to n  in  a  few m i n u t e s .

T h a t  w o u ld  pu t  h im  in  a r o u n d  5:00. M eanw hi le ,  M r .  P r e s n e l l  w a s  

b u s i l y  m i x i n g  p a i n t s  f o r  a l l  the m a i n  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  w i th  m e  t r y i n g  to 

d i r e c t  h im  a n d  the  s a m p l e s  a l l  s p r e a d  out.  And it  w a s  a n  a f t e r n o o n  

of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n fu s io n  a n d  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  and  a  d a r n  lo t  of e f fo r t .

F i n a l l y ,  M r .  W e l l s  a r r i v e d  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  5:00,  a n d  w e  a g r e e d  

tha t  a l l  the  y e l low  s a m p l e s  we h a d  up  to now w e r e  m u c h  too p a le  an d  

l i f e l e s s .  I h a d  b e e n  c a l l i n g  on d e a r  J e s s i e  H u n te r  a l l  day  to b r i n g  b o oks  

of w a l l  s a m p l e s  ou t  f r o m  Ste in  L u m b e r  Y a r d  in J o h n s o n  C i ty .  And 

l a t e r  on to t a k e  s o m e  s a m p l e s  b a c k  to M r .  P r e s n e l l .

R o y  h a d  to l e a v e  abou t  5:30.  And a t  6:30,  m o r e  f r o m  e x h a u s t io n  

th a n  f r o m  a n y  s e n s e  of h av in g  done a  good days  w o r k  - -  of a n y  a c h i e v e m e n t  

we s to p p e d  in  t im e  to m e e t  J e s s e  a n d  Don T h o m a s  a n d  J a n e .  T h e n
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KjS
the f ive  of u s  took  M r .  Well s  down t o  his r o o m  a t  the  C e d a r  H o u se ,  

w h ic h  w a s  a s  h o t  a s  a n  oven. I h a d  f a i l e d  to phone  a h e a d  to a s k  t h e m  

to t u r n  the  a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g  on. And the  d e t e r m i n e d  b a t t l e  to cu t  

e x p e n s e s ,  we  a r e  t u r n i n g  i t  off w hen  we a r e  not in r e s i d e n c e .  A l l  

in  a l l  t h i s  w e e k e n d ,  I a m  g e t t in g  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  look  a t  the  p r o b l e m s  

I ' l l  f a c e  w h e n  o u r  t e n | u r e  of the  p r e s i d e n c y  ends  a n d  we a r e  b a c k  a t  

the  R a n c h  w i th  m i n i m u m  h e lp .  J a m e s  a n d  M a r y  a r e  off on v a c a t i o n  

a s  th e y  w i l l  be  in  f u t u r e  t i m e s .  And t h e r e  i s  on ly  G e r t r u d e  h e r e .  No 

F i l i p i n o s ,  no  Ken o r  P a u l ,  no H e len .  If I w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  done I lug  

th a t  c h a i r  o r  o t t o m a n  o r  s u i t c a s e  fu ll  of s a m p l e s  m y s e l f .

I f ind  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and  I w an t  to ge t  u s e d  to i t .

Wel l  we gave  up p r o b l e m s  fo r  a n  h o u r  - -  the  f ive  of u s  - -  an d  

j u s t  d r o v e  a r o u n d  o v e r  the  R a n c h ,  c o m in g  upon  d o z en s  of l i t t l e  f aw ns  

s t i l l  s p o t t e d  a n d  look ing  so  a d o r a b l e .  But  th e y 'v e  h a d  to go b a c k  to 

f e e d in g .  In f a c t  they  only  s to p p ed  feed in g  f o r  ab o u t  2 - 1 / 2  m o n t h s .

W e 'v e  h a d  l e s s  th a n  9 i n c h e s  of r a i n f a l l  s in ce  J a n u a r y  1s t ,  a n d  a l m o s t  

t w o - t h i r d s  of  the  y e a r  h a s  gone by. And in  a  y e a r  the n o r m a l  r a i n f a l l  

i s  28 i n c h e s .  So w e 'v e  h a d  l e s s  than  h a l f  of w h a t  i s  n o r m a l .

B a c k  a t  the  R a n c h  I  c a p t u r e d  Don an d  J e s s e  an d  we s a t  in  the 

r o c k e r s  on the f r o n t  p o r c h  a n d  I a s k e d  f o r  a  r e s u m e  of a l l  o u r  b u s i n e s s  

a f f a i r s ,  of w h ic h  I  h a v e  known v i r t u a l l y  noth ing  s in ce  L y n d o n ' s  going 

in to  the p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  m e  going off the p a y r o l l .  And  I w a s  s h o c k e d
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a t  the  i n c r e a s e  in  b i l l s  a n d  e x p e n s e s  a n d  of the  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of p r o b l e m s .  

M a n y  of u s  in  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r e  ge t t ing  old.  And a  c e r t a i n  f i r e  and 

s p i r i t  of t h e ' 4 0 s  an d  the ' 5 0 s  i s  d im m in g .

We h a d  a  good  d in n e r ,  s e r v e d  buffe t ,  v e r y  c o u n t r y .  And Jane  

a n d  h e r  funny  p ix ie  w ay  h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  M r .  W el l s  so  the  t h r e e  of us  

co u ld  ta lk .

T h e n  ab o u t  9:30 Jan e  a n d  Don an d  J e s s e  le f t  - -  the  m e n  to fly 

to D a l l a s  w h e r e  th e y  w i l l  h a v e  an  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  c o n f e r e n c e  on o u r  

b u s i n e s s .  And I to b e d  to r e a d  a n  h o u r  of T h o m a s  W olfe b e f o r e  I 

w e n t  to s l e e p  f o r  one of the e a r l i e s t  n ig h ts  of th is  l i fe  I l e a d .

S o m e t i m e  d u r in g  the  even ing  Lyndon  c a l l e d ,  a n d  I co u ld  s e n s e  

the  l o n e l i n e s s  in  h i s  v o ic e  a n d  the  d e s i r e  j u s t  to t a lk  to m e .  I k e e p  tha t  

l o n e l i n e s s  a t  b a y  and  I f e l t  t o r n  b e t w e e n  doing  w h a t  I  w a s  doing  w h ich  

m u s t  be done an d  b e in g  w i th  h im .  The  " M a r y "  and  the  " M a r t h a "  in 

m y  l i f e  h a v e  a n  e t e r n a l  w a r .
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