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It w a s  a n o t h e r  one of t h o s e  a w ak e  a t  7:15 m o r n i n g s .  How w e a r y  

a n d  d e p l e t e d  it l e a v e s  nne f o r  the  day. Lyndon  an d  I w a t c h e d  S e n a to r  

Jo h n  T o w e r  f o r  the R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  S e n a to r  Joe  C l a r k  f o r  the  D e m o c r a t s  

on T V  - -  the  T o d a y  Show - -  t a lk in g  ab o u t  V i e t - N a m .  And w h a t  a  tw is t  

of f a te  i t  i s  to s e e  th i s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  - -  i n d e e d  us  - -  b e in g  ex p la in ed ,  

b a c k e d  - -  y e s ,  ev en  d e fen d ed  - -  by  John  T o w e r ,  w h i le  th a t  r e d - h o t  

D e m o c r a t  Joe  C l a r k  s l a s h e s  a t  the  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o l i c y  w i th  r a n c o r  

a n d  e m o t io n .  The  w h e e l  d o e s  t u r n .  We b r o u g h t  L y n  in.  And i t  w i l l  be  

the  l a s t  t im e  f o r  q u i te  a w h i le .  And he  l a y e d  on the bed  a n d  k i c k e d  an d  

g u r g l e d .  L ynda  c a m e  down a n d  s a t  b e s i d e  u s .  She i s  so  good w i th  l i t t l e  

Lyn ,  a n d  she  l o v e s  h i m  d e a r l y .  B u t  I  had  a  10:00 da te  w i th  M a y o r  Akin .

W e  d r o v e  a r o u n d  W ash in g to n  - -  o u r  f i r s t  l i t t l e  P a r k  a t  3 r d  a n d  In d e p e n d e n c e  

and  Syphax School w h e r e  p r a i s e  the  L o r d  they  h ave  ta k en  out the d e a d  t r e e s .  

And  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  t e e n a g e r s  w e ed in g  the p lo t s .  And down the 

doub le  a v e n u e  of m a g n o l i a  s o u la n g e a n a  on P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  SE. A n d  of 

c o u r s e  p a s t  L i z '  s t r i p  - -  m a s s e s  of f l o w e r s  w h e r e  the  m a s s e s  p a s s  - -  

R a w l i n s  a n d  W al t  W h i t m a n  P a r k s  - -  w h i le  I  gave  H a r r y  a n  e x p la n a t io n  

of w h a t  o u r  l i t t l e  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  t r i e d  to do in  the  2 y e a r s  a n d  8 m o n t h s  

of i t s  l i f e .  And w h a t  I hope  f o r  the c i ty  of A u s t in  - -  the  m o s t  i m a g i n a t i v e  

a n d  l i v e ly  u s e  of the  w a t e r f r o n t ,  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of W a l l e r  C r e e k ,  a 

s t r i p  of coo l  g r e e n  th ro u g h  the c i ty  f o r  s e v e r a l  m i l e s ,  a s  lo v e ly  a s  it  is  

in  the  few b lo c k s  w h e r e  i t  p a s s e s  the U n iv e r s i t y .  And shop p in g  c e n t e r s
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th a t  h a v e  the r e l i e f  of s o m e  t r e e s ,  s o m e  g r e e n e r y .  I r e s p e c t  h i s  

e a r n e s t n e s s  a b o u t  h i s  job  a n d  h i s  d e v o t io n  to A u s t in .  I h a v e  no id e a  

w h e t h e r  I m a d e  a n y  i m p r e s s i o n .  I h a d  le f t  Nan R o b e r t s o n ' s  a r t i c l e s  

in  h i s  r o o m  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  he  m i g h t  w an t  to r e a d  th e m ,  to s ee  the  s o r t  

of c l i m a t e  the  c o u n t r y  w a s  c o m in g  in to  a l l  o v e r  ab o u t  the looks  of c i t i e s .

When I got b a c k  I w e n t  in to  L u c i ' s  r o o m  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a l l  the 

c o n fu s io n  of p a c k in g  - -  open  s u i t c a s e s ,  L u c i  r u s h in g  a r o u n d  m a d l y  

a s k i n g  the m a i d s  if  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  th i s  d r e s s  o r  th o s e  s h o e s .  T h e  s ta f f  

h e r e  a l l  love  L u c i .  T h e y  c a l l  h e r  " b a b y " , a n d  i t  h a s  no  r e l a t i o n  to the 

w a y  R a p  B r o w n  u s e s  the w o r d  " b a b y " .

I  h a d  m y  lu n c h  b r o u g h t  in  on a  t r a y  a n d  s p e n t  the  l a s t  s e v e r a l  

h o u r s  of L y n ' s  v i s i t  h e r e  j u s t  w a tc h in g  h im  an d  ta lk in g  to M i s s  G f e l l e r .

I  h a d  b r o u g h t  h e r  in  a  f r a m e d  p i c t u r e  a n d  White  H o u se  b o o k  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  s o m e  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e  e v id e n c e  of m y  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  h e r  s t a y  w i th  u s  

b e c a u s e  I  hope s h e  w i l l  c o m e  b a c k  f o r  th ings  l ike  C h r i s t m a s  o r  I h a r d l y  

d a r e  s a y  i t ,  a n o t h e r  w e d d in g  in  the f a m i ly .  It h a s  b e e n  a  joy to h a v e  

h e r  w i th  u s .  T h e  n i c e s t  t im e  I  th ink  of a l l  in L u c i  a n d  P a t ' s  a n d  L y n ' s  

v i s i t  w a s  Sunday n igh t  w hen  w e  a l l  s a t  a r o u n d  the  d i n n e r  t a b le  a n d  L u c i  

m a d e  s o m e  c a r e l e s s ,  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  a s s e r t i o n  a b o u t  the  p a s s a g e  of a  

s a l e s  t a x  in  A u s t in  w h ic h  o b v io u s ly  she  f a v o r e d  a n d  thought  anyb o d y  who 

d i d n ' t  f a v o r  i t  w a s  p r e t t y  d um b .  And  h e r  daddy  v e r y  c a l m l y  s a id ,  "Now 

h o ney ,  you m u s t  r e m e m b e r  th is .  You a n d  I a n d  Gene W i l l i a m s  a n d  H e le n
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c a n  on ly  j u s t  w e a r  so m u c h ,  a n d  e a t  so m u ch .  And in a  s a l e s  tax  

e v e r y t h i n g  you  w e a r  o r  e a t  i s  t a x ed .  Now w h ic h  one of u s  do you  th ink  

i s  m o r e  c a p a b l e  of p ay in g  t a x e s ?  You an d  I o r  Gene a n d  H e l e n ? " A 

s a l e s  t a x  r e a l l y  h e l p s  the  r i c h  peo p le  a t  the e x p e n s e  of  the  p o o r  p eo p le .

I w i s h  I co u ld  r e m e m b e r  i t  a n d  ex p la in  i t  e x a c t l y ,  a s  cog en t ly ,  a s  s i m p l y  

a s  he  d id .  And th e n  we s i m p l y  s a t  an d  l i s t e n e d  w i th  the  c h i l d r e n  i n t e r - 

j e c t i n g  e v e r y  now an d  then ,  a n d  L y ndon  r e m i n i s c e d  ab o u t  h i s  c o l l e g e  

y e a r s  w h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  t e r m s  in  e a c h  one the tu i t io n  w o u ld  c o s t  

$17 a n d  e v e r y t i m e  i t  a p p r o a c h e d  he  thought  s u r e  he  w ou ld  h a v e  to d r o p  

out t h a t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  he  j u s t  s i m p l y  c o u ld n ' t  r a i s e  the  $17. Once  

B e n  C r i d e r  h a d  l e a n t  h im  $80 - -  a l l  tha t  he  h a d  in the  b a n k  - -  a n d  tha t  

h a d  s i m p l y  m e a n t  the  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  h im  s t ay in g  a n o t h e r  t e r m .  

A n o t h e r  t i m e  the  M a s o n s  - -  he  h a d  h e a r d  ab o u t  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  they  

o f f e r e d  f o r  $200. He h a d  w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p l i e d  f o r  i t  a l th o u g h  h i s  f a t h e r  

w a s  no t  a  M a s o n ,  a n d  they  h a d  g r a n t e d  i t  to h i m .  He n e v e r  knew  qui te  

why. And he  h a d  l e f t  s ch o o l  b e f o r e  he g r a d u a t e d  to t e a c h  a  t e r m  to m a k e  

the  m o n e y  to p a y  i t  b a c k .  And then  t h e r e  w a s  one t i m e  w h e n  he d i d n ' t  s e e  

p o s s i b l y  how h e  co u ld  pay  i t  a n d  Aunt  L u c y  h a d  c o m e  to h im  w i th  $ 3 . 6 0  

a n d  s a i d  " I ' v e  b e e n  s av in g  m y  egg m o n e y  an d  I w a n t  you to h a v e  i t . "

And D r .  E v in s  w h o s e  pay  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of the s ch o o l  w a s  a  m e r e  pittance 

h a d  to ld  h im  he j u s t  h a d  got to s t a y  in  an d  he w ould  f ind  the m o n e y  

s o m e w h e r e .  And then  Lyndon  w en t  on to s a y  how in the  l a s t  two o r
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t h r e e  y e a r s  of D r .  E v in s ' l i fe  when  he  w a s  v e r y  old an d  r e t i r e d  a n d  no 

lo n g e r  qu i te  a l e r t  we h a d  pu t  h im  on the p a y r o l l  of K TBC a s  a  m o n i t o r  

an d  he  h a d  c a r e f u l l y  e v a l u a t e d  p r o g r a m s  tha t  c h i l d r e n  l i s t e n e d  e n t h r a l l e d .  

And  e v e r y  now a n d  then  they  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  J o e ,  who knew  no th ing  

a t  a l l  I  a m  s u r e  of  p o v e r t y ,  of need ,  w a s  so ak in g  i t  up.  L u c i  s a id ,

"D addy ,  we  n e e d e d  to h e a r  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  th i s . " And  in d e e d  she  does  

b e c a u s e  she  l i v e s  in  a  sof t  c o co o n  t h e r e  in A u s t in  w i th  c h i l d r e n  of r i c h  

p e o p le ,  a  lo v e ly  s t r e e t  w h e r e  e a s e  an d  s e c u r i t y  p r e v a i l e d .  And of c o u r s e  

a s  h e r  m o t h e r  I a m  g lad .  Bu t  I r e c o g n i z e  th a t  i t  i s  a l s o  d a n g e r o u s  in  

i t s  own w ay .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l e av in g  a t  2:30,  and  L ynda  an d  C h u ck  w e n t  to 

the  Q u e e n s '  R oom  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  to t e l l  L u c i  an d  P a t  t h e i r  p l a n s .  And 

I  w a s  p r o u d  of the  f o u r s o m e  a s  I s tood  look ing  a t  the  d o o r  w a tc h in g  th e m .  

W a r r i e  a n d  L y n d a  a n d  I w en t  down to the  South G r o u n d s  to s e e  them  off 

a t  2 :30  w i th  m u c h  k i s s i n g  a n d  l a s t  f a r e w e l l s .  And then  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  in 

the  Q u e e n s '  S i t t ing  R o o m  L y n d a  an d  C h u c k  a n d  I  d i s c u s s e d  t h e i r  p l a n s .

H is  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d  of du ty  a t  the M a r i n e  B a r r a c k s  h e r e  in W a s h in g to n  

w i l l  end  a r o u n d  the  f i r s t  of the y e a r  and  he h a s  a s k e d  to go  to V i e t - N a m .

So p e r h a p s  t h a t  w i l l  be  in F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h .  T h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  a  l i t t l e  

l a p s e  of  t i m e  f o r  a  m a n  to g e t  h i s  a f f a i r s  in  shape  - -  c a l l e d  " P r o c e d u r a l  

L e a v e "  I b e l i e v e .  And so t h e i r  b ig  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  w h e n  sh o u ld  the  w edd ing  

d a te  b e .  And w h e n  sh o u ld  they  an n o u n ce  i t .  T h e y  a r e  th ink ing  ^of 

D e c e m b e r  9 th  - -  t h a t  is  a  S a t u r d a y  an d  n i c e l y  s p a c e d  b e tw e e n  T h a n k s g i v i n g
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and  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  w i l l  g ive  th e m  h o p e fu l ly  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  2 m on ths

f o r  a  h o n e y m o o n  a n d  s o m e  life  t o g e t h e r  in  a  l i t t l e  r e n t e d  a p a r t m e n t

h e r e  in  W ash in g to n .  And the b ig  p r o b l e m ,  the  l i s t .  And who sh o u ld  be

Of-'
the  M i n i s t e r .  We t a lk e d  to R e v e r e n d  S u m n e r s  who h a d  c h r i s t e n e d  Lynda  

a n d  L u c i  a s  w e l l  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  th e m .  We t a lk e d  to B i l l  B a x t e r .  T h i s  

m u c h  Ly n d a  B i r d  know s.  She w a n t s  to be m a r r i e d  in  the White  H o u se  in 

a m i l i t a r y  w e d d in g  w i th  a l l  the b e a u t y  a n d  g r a c e  tha t  a  w ed d in g  c a n  h a v e .  

W e  got a s  f a r  on b r i d e s m a i d s  a s  L u c i  and  W a r r i e  a n d  C a r o l y n .  One of 

the b ig  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  be  to an n o u n ce  i t  b e f o r e  i t  ge t s  a n n o u n c e d  in 

s o m e b o d y ' s  c o l u m n  - -  h o p e fu l ly  not M ax ine  Chesh ire ' s . Two though ts

t h r e a d e d  t h r o u g h  m y  m i n d  - -  one a m u s i n g ,  one s w e e t l y  sad .  A t  the 

e l e v a t o r  w h e n  I  h a d  r u n  in to  G e o r g e  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  T o m  Johnson^  T o m  

h a d  s a id ,  "Oh, we s u r e  a r e  going to m i s s  th a t  bo y  - -  tha t  l i t t l e  Lyn."

He w a s  a  good s t o r y  e v e r y  day  w i th  a l l  the  r i o t s  a n d  the  w a r  - -  h e  w a s  

a  b ig  h e lp .  " A b out the  on ly  th ing  we c a n  do now is  to  ge t  L y n d a  B i r d  

m a r r i e d  off."  And I h a d  s m i l e d  in n o cen t ly .  And the  s w e e t l y  s a d  one 

w a s  w h e n  I w e n t  in to  L y n d a ' s  r o o m ,  I n o t i c e d  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  and  

f o r  s e v e r a l  m o m e n t s  I  c o u l d n ' t  d e c id e  w h a t  i t  w a s .  And th e n  gone ,  gone 

w e r e  a l l  the  p i c t u r e s  of G e o r g e  - -  the  r o m a n t i c - d e v i l i s h  one  on  the 

c h e s t  o f  d r a w e r s ,  the  p a t r i c i a n  h a n d s o m e  one a n d  l o t s  of o t h e r  l i t t l e  

m e m e n t o s  - -  a  f a d e d  t e l e g r a m  p a s t e d  on  the m i r r o r .  She h a d  s a i d  no 

w o r d  of i t .  T h e y  h a d  s i m p l y  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  H e r  Daddy h a d  p r o m i s e d
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to t a lk  to h e r .  He w as  h av in g  a  b u s i n e s s  lunch  a n d  f i n i s h e d  i t  abou t  

3:30.  He c a m e  in  the Q u e e n s '  S i t t ing  R oom  looking  f o r  once  g h o s t -  

t i r e d  a n d  s a t  down h e a v i ly .  And C h u ck  to ld  h im  in a  v e r y  q u ick ,  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  f a s h i o n  w h a t  t h e i r  a i m s  an d  h o p e s  w e r e  - -  i l l - f a s h i o n e d  

w e r e  h i s  in t e n t io n s  I b e l i e v e  a n d  no t  a  b a d  w o r d .  And w hen  C h u c k  feac 

u s e d  the  p h r a s e  " y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n " ,  L y ndon  q u ick ly  s a id ,  "Y ou  have  it  

a n d  m y  l o v e " .  Bu t  i t  w a s n ' t  the long ,  g e t t i n g - t o - k n o w - y o u  t a l k  th a t  

I hope  h e  a n d  C h u c k  c a n  h ave  s o m e t i m e  soon.

E a r l y  in  the  day  I h a d  b e e n  to a  c e r e m o n y  in  the  E a s t  R o o m  - -  

A V i e t - N a m  C iv i l i a n  S e r v i c e  A w a r d s  - -  tha t  w a s  m o v in g  and  sw e e t .

F o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  Lodge  w a s  w i th  u s  on the s t a g e ,  an d  a  s m a l l  

g r o u p  of c i v i l i a n s ,  w o r k e r s  in AID, m e m b e r s  I b e l i e v e  of a  c h u r c h  

g r o u p ,  r e c e i v e d  c i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  b r a v e r y  a n d  t h e i r  d e d ic a t io n  a n d  t h e i r  

long  h o u r s  in  c o n s t r u c t i v e  w o r k  in  Sa igon  h o s p i t a l s ,  s c h o o l s  - -  a  g ig a n t ic  

e f f o r t  qu i te  a p a r t  f r o m  the w a r .  W e r e  t h e r e  e v e r  s u ch  p e o p le  a s  

A m e r i c a n s ?

L a te  in the  a f t e r n o o n  m y  w e a r i n e s s  cau g h t  up  w i th  m e .  I w en t  

to b e d  a t  5:00, a n d  i t  w a s  6:30 w h e n  A sh to n  woke  m e .  I m a d e  so m e  

d e c i s i o n s  on  the  I v o r y  C o a s t  luncheon ,  s o m e  l a t e  s t a f f  i n v i t a t i o n s  f o r  

the  n e x t  day,  a n d  then  c a l l e d  up  m y  h o u s e  g u e s t s  and  to w e l c o m e  th e m  

a n d  say ,  " L e t ' s  go bow ling  - -  anyb o d y  t h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t e d . " B r o w n i e  M c N e i l  

a n d  h i s  wife  a n d  E m m a  L ong  and  H e r m a n  and  B e s s  an d  t h e i r  son  M a r k
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w a lk e d  w i th  m e  th r o u g h  the  R o s e  G a r d e n  a n d  o v e r  to the  bow l ing  a l l e y ,  

a n d  we h a d  a b o u t  t h r e e  good g a m e s .  No te l l ing  w h e n  Lyndon  w i l l  c o m e  

f o r  d i n n e r  ton igh t .  He i s  in a  r e g u l a r  m a e l s t r o m  of w o r k  - -  S e n a t o r s  

a n d  C o n g r e s s m e n  - -  a  g ro u p  a t  6:00.  And a t  7:00 s o m e  c o l u m n i s t s .

And a t  8:00 s o m e  B u r e a u  c h i e f s .  T h e y  w e r e  to be u p s t a i r s  in  the 

Y e l low  R o o m .  And so I h a d  c h o s e n  the B a lc o n y  off the  B lue  R oom  to 

s i t  w i th  ou r  h o u s e  g u e s t s .  J e r r y  an d  C r o c k e t t  E n g l i s h  a r r i v e d  w i th  

t h e i r  c u te  so n  W i l k i e ,  a n d  S t u a r t  Long c a m e  m o s e y i n g  in.  And we s p e n t  

a  w a r m l y ,  p l e a s a n t  two h o u r s  w i th  the J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r i a l  g lowing l ike  

a  g r e a t  p e a r l  in  f r o n t  of u s .  And the ta l l ,  s t r o n g  s h a f t  of the  W ash in g to n  

M o n u m e n t .  And a  fu l l  m oon .

T h r e e  o f  t h e s e  c o u p le s  I h a v e  known f o r  20,  30 y e a r s .  And the  

B r o w n i e  M c N e i l s  h a d  b e e n  a  p a r t  of t h a t  m o s t  w o n d e r fu l  t r i p  down 

the  R io  G r a n d e  a n d  s ing ing  a r o u n d  the  c a m p f i r e .  So t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  

to t a lk  ab o u t .  B e s s '  a p p o i n t m e n t  by Lyndon  to the C o m m i t t e e  fo r  

R e t a r d e d  C h i l d r e n .  And w i th  E m m a  Long, the m a k e u p  of the  c i ty  

G o v e r n m e n t  of A u s t in ,  the  p l a n s ,  the  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I h a d  put c o p ie s  

of N an  R o b e r t s o n ' s  a r t i c l e s  in  h e r  r o o m  an d  a s k e d  h e r  to a c c o m p a n y  

u s  the  nex t  m o r n i n g  when  we w en t  out to s ee  P r o j e c t  T r a i l b l a z e r s .

I hope  v e r y  m u c h  th a t  A u s t in  a n d  th o s e  tha t  ru n  i t  w i l l  g ro w  in  i n t e r e s t ,  

in  kn o w led g e  an d  in e n t h u s i a s m ,  fo r  th is  whole  wide  s p e c t r u m  of 

b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  tha t  i t  c a n  m e a n  f o r  a  c ity .  And so I 

a m  u s in g  th i s  t i m e  up  h e r e  to e x p o se  E m m a  to s o m e  of i t .
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One of the  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  th in g s  ab o u t  i t  w a s  the s i m p l e ,  

u n a b a s h e d  d e l ig h t  of m y  g u e s t s  in  b e in g  in  the White  H o u se .  And they  

c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  d e l ig h te d  than  I w a s  to have  th e m .  J e r r y  

s a id ,  " I ' v e  b e e n  hop ing  you w ould  a s k  m e  f o r  y e a r s .  Bu t  I m e a n t  the 

R a n c h .  I  n e v e r  thought  you w ou ld  a s k  m e  to the big  h o u s e .  I a m  going 

to h a v e  i t  t a t to o e d  on m y  c h e s t .  S h e ’s j u s t  a s  p ix ie  an d  gay a n d  funny 

a s  she  w a s  in  the  c a m p a i g n  of '41.  T h a t  h a s  b e e n  26 y e a r s  a g o .  And 

sh e  d o e s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  lo o k  m u c h  o l d e r .  And w e  r e m i n i s c e d  ab o u t  th a t  

r e a l  t i m e  of c r i s i s  in  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  - -  L y n d o n ' s  and  m i n e  - -  when 

J e r r y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  o v e r s e a s  w i th  the  R ed  C r o s s  an d  s p e n t  the  n igh t  

w i th  u s  a t  30th  P l a c e .  And d u r in g  the n ight  I b e c a m e  v e r y  i l l ,  but d id n ' t  

t e l l  anybody .  And  the  n e x t  m o r n i n g  w en t  to the  h o s p i t a l  w i th  a  r u p t u r e d  

tube  - -  i t  h a d  b e e n  t u b u l a r  p r e g n a n c y  - -  u n d ia g n o se d .  And J e r r y  

fo u n d  h e r s e l f  s t a y in g  on tak ing  c a r e  of Lynda  B i r d .

A n d  th e n  B r o w n ie  M cN e i l  b r o u g h t  out h i s  g u i t a r  a n d  p l a y e d  f o r
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u s  s o m e  of the  so n g s  I  h a v e  lo v e d  so m u c h ,  "Shenandoah[?]" a n d  " R a ncho  G r a n d e "
llL.

a n d  "G uada la ja ra [? ]". W hat  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t in g  the  b a l c o n y  off the  B lue  

R o o m  a n d  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  the c a m p f i r e  on the N ava jo  b l a n k e t s  u n d e r  the  

g r e a t  e s c a r p m e n t  a lo n g  the R io  G r a n d e .  And bo th  n igh ts  h a d  a  fu l l  

m o o n .
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At the  a p p r o p r i a t e  m o m e n t  in  one of the M e x ic a n  s o n g s ,  J e r r y  

c a m e  f o r t h  w i th  th i s  wild s hr i e k  r a t h e r  l ike  a  r e b e l  y e l l  - -  a  r e a l  

" g r e t z o "  B r o w n i e  s a id .  And she  s a i d  t h a t ' s  the w ay  you f e e l  w hen  

you a r e  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  in  E l  P a s o .

I t  w a s  10:30 w h e n  Lyndon  c a m e  out a f t e r  h i s  m e e t i n g  w i th  the 

B u r e a u  C h ie f s  a n d  jo in e d  u s ,  and  we w en t  s t r a i g h t  up  to d i n n e r  w h e r e  

in  sp i t e  of h i s  w e a r i n e s s he  w a s  w a r m  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  an d  g iv ing  out 

a n d  I w a s  so p r o u d  of h im .

It  w a s  p a s t  12:00 w h e n  we s a i d  goodnight  to o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s .

And h e  to h i s  n ig h t  r e a d in g ,  and  I  to s l e e p .

T h e r e  w e r e  two g i f t s  f r o m  the d a y  b e s i d e s  the  p l e a s a n t  m e m o r y .  

One w a s  a  l i t t l e  e n v e lo p e  fu ll  of s q u a r e - h e a d e d  n a i l s  h a n d m a d e  th a t  E m m a  

g ave  m e .  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  in  the C ap i to l  of the  Sta te  of T e x a s  in  

1882 a n d  r e m o v e d  in  s o m e  r e c e n t  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  And the  o t h e r  w a s  

a  t a p e  of B r o w n i e ' s  s o n g s .


