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T u e s d a y ,  A u g u st  22nd, b eg a n  s lu g g i s h ly  fo r  m e  that i s ,  but 

tu rn ed  in to  a c r e s c e n d o  day a t  the White H o u se .

L ynd on  w a s  a w a k e  by 7 :00 , and I s le e p w a lk e d  in to  m y  r o o m  

and f i t fu l ly  and  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o u r te d  s l e e p .  I ga v e  up a l i t t l e  p ast  

9:00 , and then  b a th ed  and d r e s s e d  r a p id ly  b e c a u s e  I got the w o r d  that 

W a lte r  W ash in gton  w a s  s t i l l  in  L y n d o n 's  o f f ic e  and it  w ou ld  b e  a good  

id e a  i f  I c a m e  o v e r .  I w a lk e d  in  to f ind  h im  w ith  a  b ig  s m i l e  ju s t  s a y in g  

g ood b ye  to  L yndon, and I had the f e e l in g  that th in gs  had  gone w e l l  and  

t h a t  m a y b e  it  w o u ld  w o r k  out fo r  h im  to be our n ex t  M a y o r .  I h o p e  so .

W e had a b r i e f ,  w a r m  e x c h a n g e  - -  fo r  m e ,  fu ll  o f  the w o r k  w e 'v e  done  

to g e th e r  on ou r C o m m it t e e .  And then  I w ent b a ck  u p s t a i r s  to s e e  Nat  

O w in gs  in  the Q u e e n s '  R o o m . He w an ted  to ta lk  to m e  about L a s  T a b la s  -- 

a l i t t l e  c o m m u n ity  of 100 M e x ic a n  f a m i l i e s  h igh  in  the m o u n ta in s  of  

N ew  M e x ic o  - -  o ff  the b e a te n  tra ck ,  p r a c t i c a l ly  c o n g e a le d  in  the  

c u s t o m s  and  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  w a y  of l i f e  o f  200  y e a r s  a g o .  A c tu a l ly  

th e ir  v e r y  own a n c e s t o r s  c a m e  th e r e  b e fo r e  our R e v o lu t io n a r y  W ar.

H is  i n t e r e s t  o f  c o u r s e  i s  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of the lo v e ly  

o ld  c h u r c h .  A nd then  h e  ta lk ed  of the P e n n s y lv a n ia  A ven ue  p lan  and  

the C o m m i s s i o n  w h ic h  h e  w ou ld  h ea d  and w h ich  at p r e s e n t  i s  ju s t  g e tt in g  

along  on a t e m p o r a r y  p lann ing  s ta g e  b a s i s ,  not o f f i c i a l ly  b l e s s e d  by  

C o n g r e s s .  He h oped  that the B i l l  o f f i c ia l ly  c r e a t in g  i t  w ould  be p a s s e d  

th is  s e s s i o n  an d  that L yndon  w ould  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  to A sp in a l l  u r g in g  that  

it  be d one.
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I sp e n t  the r e s t  of the m o r n in g  w o rk in g  w ith  B e s s  and w ith  

A sh to n  and  h a v in g  lu n ch  on a tray .  A nd then I s t r e t c h e d  out in  b ed  and  

r e a d  ab ou t Iran  and h ad  a sh a m p o o  and s e t ,  o ff  and on c a s t in g  a  p r a y e r  

sk y w a r d  b e c a u s e  w e 'd  h o p ed  to h a v e  the b a l le t  o u t s id e .  And the s h e l l  

had  b e e n  b u ilt  fo r  that p u r p o se ,  and the ch a n g in g  w e a th e r  p r e d ic t io n s  

for  the l a s t  two d a y s  h a v e  kept u s  on k n ife 's  ed g e ,  and it lo o k s  g r a y e r  

e v e r y  h o u r .

A l i t t l e  b e fo r e  5:00 I w en t  o v e r  to L yn d on 's  o f f i c e .  H e 'd  

la in  dow n to r e s t  in  h i s  ro o m  fo r  a few  m in u te s .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no 

c h a n c e  fo r  a nap today, and he w a s  ju s t  g e t t in g  up.

It w a s  a l m o s t  on the dot o f  5:00 w hen  w e w en t  out on the South  

L aw n fo r  the a r r i v a l  o f  the Shah.

T h e  s k y  w a s  g r a y  and lo w e r in g ,  but the s c e n e  w a s  b r ig h t  a s  

a lw a y s  w ith  the f la g s  and the s t i f f  l i n e s  of m i l i t a r y  m e n ,  the tr u m p e ts  

c i r c l i n g  the b a lc o n y  a b o v e ,  and the e a g e r  ex p e c ta n t  p e o p le  l in in g  the 

d r iv e w a y  a s  w e  w a lk e d  p a s t .  A l i t t l e  r ip p le  of a p p la u s e  c r e s t e d  w ith  

u s  a s  w e w a lk e d  a lo n g  the d r iv e w a y .  And th e r e  w a s  the S e c r e t a r y  of  

S tate ,  c a lm  and s m i l in g  a s  a lw a y s .  I n e v e r  c e a s e  to m a r v e l  a t  the 

p e r s o n a l  p e a c e  he h a s  a t ta in e d  in  the m id s t  of the t u r m o i l  o f  h i s  job.

T h en  the Shah d r o v e  up. E ach  t im e  I h ave  s e e n  h im ,  and  now  

th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  th r e e  or  four t im e s ,  it  i s  q u ite  s im p ly  a th r i l l .  He i s  

a r o m a n t ic  f ig u r e  w ith  a lo o k  of ra p p o rt  in  h is  f a c e .  And h e  lo o k s  at  

e a c h  p e r s o n  I th ink a s  though he w e r e  r e a l ly  s e e in g  you , l i s t e n i n g  to
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you  w ith  in t e r e s t .  I t 's  a g r e a t  c o m p l im e n t .  I hope I can  le a r n  fro m  it .  

L yndon, in  h is  s p e e c h  of w e lc o m e ,  sp oke  o f  our s e v e r a l  m e e t in g s  w ith  

the Shah and of I r a n 's  e c o n o m y  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  g ro w in g  at about 10 p e r c e n t  

a y e a r  and  h e r  g a in s  a g a in s t  i l l i t e r a c y :  "You a r e  w in n in g  p r o g r e s s  

w ith o u t  v io l e n c e  and  b lo o d sh e d ,  - -  a l e s s o n  o th e r s  h a v e  s t i l l  to le a r n .  ”

And then  the Shah, sp e a k in g  w ith ou t n o te s ,  in  p e r f e c t  E n g l i s h  but r a th e r  

h e s i t a n t ly ,  m a d e  a b r ie f ,  e a r n e s t  ta lk , d i s a r m in g  in  i t s  s im p l i c i t y  and  

i t s  c o m p le t e  d i f f e r e n c e  fr o m  the t r i t e  l in e s  that a r e  o ften  r e a d  in  a  

m o n o to n e  v o ic e .

A f te r  the b r i e f  l in e  in  the D ip lo m a t ic  R e c e p t io n  R o o m , Lyndon  

took  h im  o v e r  to the o f f ic e  to ta lk  and I w en t  b a ck  u p s t a i r s .  I 've  a lr e a d y  

g r e e t e d  S. B . W hittenb urg  fr o m  A m a r i l lo  and the D ick  B r o w n s  fr o m  

A u st in  w ho  w e r e  ou r  h o u se  g u e s t s .  T h e M a r s h a l l  S te v e s  had a r r i v e d  by  

t r a in  - -  the l a s t  r e m a in in g  p e o p le  w ho don't f ly .  A nd I ju s t  h ope th e y 'v e  

g o tte n  h e r e  in  t im e  to w a tc h  the c e r e m o n y .

D ean  R u s k  had to ld  Lyndon that he  had r e c e i v e d  66 F o r e ig n  C h ie f s  

of  S ta te  in  the l a s t  12 m o n th s ,  and though a  good  m a n y  of t h e s e  had  b e e n  

at  Guam  and M a n i la  or  ju s t  w o r k in g  v i s i t s ,  a g r e a t  m a n y  in d e e d  had  

b e e n  S ta te  g u e s t s  w ith  ju s t  th is  a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n y .  And y e t  the c o lo r ,  

the t r u m p e t s ,  the r i tu a l ,  n e v e r  f a i l s  to th r i l l  m e .

M a r i ly n ,  w ho i s  in  c h a r g e  of h o u s e  g u e s t s ,  and l o v e s  it ,  and a l s o  

o f  s p e c i a l  to u r s ,  c a m e  in to t e l l  m e  that th e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  g ro u p  d o w n s t a ir s .
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T h e y  had  had th e ir  tour and w i t n e s s e d  the a r r i v a l  and w e r e  ju st  about  

to l e a v e ,  and w ou ld  I l ik e  to go down and s a y  h e l lo .  I d id . T h e r e  w a s  

a s i z e a b l e  M a r s h a l l  co n t in g en t  - -  the R e v e r e n d  and M r s .  R a s h e l  of  

the E p is c o p a l  C hurch  w ith  th e ir  two c h i ld r e n .  T h e y  a r e  a l l  P h i l ip 's  

and M e r t i e ' s  f r i e n d s .  A nd the c o u p le  they  a r e  s ta y in g  w ith , D r. and  

M r s .  P r i c e .  And D ian a  M i l le r ,  a young s c h o o l  te a c h e r ,  tak ing a job  

h e r e  in  M a ry la n d , w h o s e  m o th e r  had  b e e n  n u r s e  to m y  daddy in  h is  

l a s t  d a y s .  A nd s h e  b rou gh t h e r  r o o m m a te .  She put in  m y  a r m s  a 

p r e s e n t  that a lm o s t  m a d e  m e  f e e l  l ik e  c r y in g  - -  a h andm ade afghan  

done b y  h e r  m o th e r .  It m u s t  h a v e  m e a n t  h o u r s  and h o u rs  of h e r  l i f e .

She h o p e d  I w o u ld  be a b le  to u s e  it  s o m e w h e r e  - -  at  the R an ch . When  

I thanked h e r  sh e  la u g h in g ly  sa id ,  "T his  i s  m o t h e r ' s  th era p y .  She d o e s  

i t  to k e e p  h e r  m in d  o ff  t r o u b le s ." P e o p le ,  p e o p le .  What a p la c e  th is  

i s  f r o m  w h ic h  to s e e  them  - -  to l e a r n  about th e m . And a l l  the b e s t  and  

the m o s t  g e n e r o u s  and n o b le .  And in  a l l  the w o r s t .  And th e r e  w a s  

B i l l  D e a s o n  and J ea n n ie  w ith  a w h o le  h o u se  fu l l  of th e ir  k in fo lk s  - -  the  

E lm o  S p e a r s  and th e ir  c h i ld r e n ,  s o m e  8 or  9 a s s o r t e d  r e l a t i v e s .  I sp en t  

a few  m in u te s  sh a k in g  h an d s  a l l  arou n d  and gett in g  p ic tu r e s  taken  and  

g iv in g  a u to g r a p h s .  And then  w en t  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  fo r  a l i t t le  r e s t  b e fo r e  

g e tt in g  m y  h a ir  c o m b e d ,  putting on m y  ivory S ta v ro p o lo u s  d r e s s ,  the 

u s u a l  t r a u m a  of the l a s t  few  m in u te s  in w h ich  B e s s  and I fr o m  our end  

an d  J im m y  S ym in gton  and s o m e  unknow n p r o to c o l  o f f ic e r  fr o m  the o th er
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end  try  to b r in g  L yndon  and the v i s i t i n g  C h ie f  o f  State to the s t e p s  of  

the N orth  P o r t i c o  at p r e c i s e l y  the s a m e m o m e n t .

H ow  m u c h  w e m i s s  the E m p r e s s .  W hen a v i s i t i n g  C h ie f  o f  State  

h a s  a w ife  a s  b ea u t i fu l  a s  sh e  i s ,  th e r e  i s  that h u sh e d  m o m e n t  of e x c i t e m e n t  

a f t e r  h e ' s  go tten  out w h e n  you w a it  fo r  h er  to e m e r g e  fr o m  the b ig  b la c k  

c a r ,  e a g e r  to s e e  w hat sh e  i s  w e a r in g ,  how she h a s  h er  h a i r  d one, w hat  

j e w e l s .  She i s  an  o r n a m e n t  to h e r  husb an d  and to h e r  c o u n tr y  a s  i s  the 

Q u een  of T h a ila n d ,  - -  p e r h a p s  the two ou tstan d in g  o n e s  I h a v e  m e t .

B ut young M r s .  A n s a r y ,  the w ife  of the new  A m b a s s a d o r  fro m  

Iran , h e r  b ab y  n i c e ly  t im e d  and b y  now  just  about a m on th  old , w a s  

g la m o r o u s ,  q u ite  b ea u t ifu l ,  w ith  a lon g  b ea d ed  gow n, h e r  h a ir  fa l l in g  

o v e r  h e r  sh o ul d e r s .

T h e  M i n i s t e r  of C ourt,  M r. A la m , w hom  I h ave  known th rou gh  

th r e e  v i s i t s  i s  a s  s u a v e  and c h a r m in g  a s  any  v i s i t o r  I c a n  r e m e m b e r .

A nd it  w a s  a p l e a s u r e  to s e e  A m b a s s a d o r  and M r s .  A r m in  M e y e r .  He 

had  b e e n  our A m b a s s a d o r  to  L ebanon  w hen  w e  had v i s i t e d  th e r e ,  and sh e  

h ad  taken  m e  out to B a lb e c k .

H u b er t  and M u r ie l  w e r e  th e r e .  H is  e t e r n a l  s p r in g  of e b u l l i e n c e  

s o m e w h a t  subdued  b e c a u s e  h is  b r o th e r  i s  dying. And M u r ie l  n e v e r  lo o k e d  

l o v e l i e r  in  a p a le  p ink  and s i l v e r  d r e s s  , fa in t ly  J a p a n e s e  in d e s ig n ,  that  

sh e  had  had  d one for  h e r  tr ip  to Japan.
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We h ad  the e x c h a n g e  o f  g i f t s ,  and o n ce  m o r e  I h a v e  to r e m a r k  

in  m y  m in d  that i t  i s  an  a r t  to r e c e i v e  g i f t s ,  to e x p r e s s  a p p r e c ia t io n  - -  

a n  a r t  w e l l  w o r th  c u lt iv a t in g  b e c a u s e  it  g iv e s  s o  m u ch  p le a s u r e  to the 

g iv e r .  I t 's  s im p ly  a s o c i a l  a s s e t .  And the Shah m a d e  u s  f e e l  v e r y  

p le a s e d .  A lth ou gh  the g if t s  w e r e  s c a r c e l y  r e m a r k a b le  - -  o u r s  that i s  - -  

a p a in t in g  of a b e a c h  la n d s c a p e ,  a v e r m e i l  d e s k  box w ith  the o u t l in e s  of 

the USA and Iran  - -  the in s c r ip t io n  d o e s  m a t t e r .  And a l e t t e r  s a y in g  that  

f iv e  B r a d fo r d  p ea r  t r e e s  w i l l  be se n t  to the e m p r e s s  fo r  h e r  g a r d e n  

w hen p lan tin g  t im e  c a m e .  We u n d e r s ta n d  they  h a v e  a  n ew  h o m e  o f  th e ir  

ow n. And s o m e  b o w lin g  b a l l s  - -  one fo r  e a c h  of th em . H e s a id ,  " Y es ,  

oh th ey  d id  lo v e  i t  an d  th ey  b o w le d  to g e th e r  a lo t ,"  And fo r  the c h i ld r e n ,  

tw o Walt D is n e y  f i l m s ,  " B e a v e r  V a lle y "  and " B ear  C oun try" . F o r  th is  

I think B e s s  c e r t a in ly  g e t s  an  "A". A nd a s  fo r  t h e i r s  - -  th e ir  g i f t s  

w e r e  in d e e d  b rea th ta k in g :  a f ig u r e  of a h o r s e  about 15 in c h e s  h ig h  - -  

a  m u s e u m  t r e a s u r e .  It w a s  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  o ld . A nd m y  m in d  h u r t le d  

fo r w a r d  to the t im e  w h en  s o m e d a y  w e  w i l l  put to g e th e r  an  e x h ib i t  of  

a r t i f a c t s  - -  m y  v e r y  own and State  g i f t s  - -  i n the L yndon  J o h n so n  L ib r a r y .  

A nd th e r e  w e r e  two h a n d s o m e  P e r s i a n  r u g s .

L ynda c a m e  in  lo o k in g  b rea th ta k in g  - -  h e r  h a ir  p i le d  h igh  and  

c u r l s  fa l l in g  o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e r ,  w e a r in g  a b lu e  and s i l v e r  d r e s s  that had  

a p e a c o c k  fe a th e r  m o t i f .  T h is  sh e  had bought e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  the d in n er  

fo r  the Shah w hen  sh e  had f i r s t  h e a r d  he w a s  c o m in g .
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T h e c o l o r s  p r e c e d e d  u s  down the G r e a t  s ta ir w a y .  I w a lk e d  w ith  

M r. A la m .  And then a f te r  the p ic t u r e s  a t  the b o tto m , the th r e e  of us  

w a lk e d  s i d e  by  s id e  in to  the E a s t  R o o m .

F r o m  the C a b in e t  b e s i d e s  the R u s k s ,  th e r e  w e r e  the U d a l l s .  And

I
a s i z e a b l e  co n t in g e n t  fro m  the S en ate  - -  our o ld  f r ie n d  C lin t A n d e r so n  

f r o m  N ew  M e x ic o  an d  H e n r ie t ta ,  And M ike and M a u r e e n  M a n s f ie ld .

T h e  W in ston  P r o u ty s  and Ed L o n g s .  And the C la ib o r n e  P e l l s .  T h e r e  i s  I
j

s o  m u c h  I l ik e  about th em  - -  th e ir  lo o k s ,  th e ir  in te r e s t  in  a r t .  And y e t  |

th e r e  i s  so  l i t t l e  that he s e e m s  to f ind  to su p p ort  in the J o h n so n  A d m in is tr a t io n .
i

A nd y o u n g  S en ator  H ow ard  B a k e r  w ith out Joy  w ho i s  i l l  he sa id .  And B o b  |

C a s e y  w a s  a m o n g  the C o n g r e s s m e n .  And w hen  w e had  h e a r d  ju s t  the day
t

b e f o r e  that the Ira n ia n  o f f i c i a l  p a r ty  w o u ld  not be the u s u a l  10 that w e  i
I

r e s e r v e  fo r  the v i s i t o r s ,  but I think about 5, I then in v i te d  two o th e r  |

T e x a s  C o n g r e s s m e n  - -  the R ay  R o b e r t s  w ho  had  b e e n  in v ite d  to the ;

i
B r i t i s h  d in n e r  and co u ld n 't  c o m e ,  and I knew  he w o u ld  be r e a l l y  t h r i l l e d  ;

I
t
i

to  c o m e  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  to a State a f fa ir .  And the John  Y o u n g s  w h o  |

h a d  b e e n  w ith  u s  on en ou gh  p e r s o n a l  e v e n in g s  - -  b oat tr ip s  o r  Sunday  

e v e n in g s  a t  h o m e  - -  that a la s t - m in u t e  in v ita t io n  w o u ld  b e  an  in t im a te  

c o m p l im e n t  and not a s l ig h t .  And that g e n t le m a n  w h o s e  f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  

b e e n  one of m y  p r iz e d  p o s s e s s i o n s  th is  l a s t  y e a r  or  tw o - -  A v e r e l l  H a r r im a n .
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T h e r e  w e r e  o ld  f r ie n d s  - -  The G o ld s c h m id ts .  He had sp en t  

a y e a r  or two in  Iran  on S o c ia l  and  E c o n o m ic  w o rk .  And one o f  m y  

b e a u t i f ic a t io n  b e n e f a c t o r s ,  the R alp h  B e c k e r s ,  w ho a l s o  h a p p i ly  i s  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  the I r a n - A m e r ic a  S o c ie ty .  T h e two l o v e l i e s t  la d ie s  

th e r e  w e r e  B . A . B e n t s e n  o f  T e x a s  and M r s .  F r a n c i s  L a w r e n c e ,

Ira n ia n  b o rn ,  a b s o lu t e ly  stun n ing , w ho sw o o p ed  in a d e e p  c u r t s y  w hen  

she m e t  the Shah. And th e r e  w e r e  the Ju liu s  H o lm e s ,  the A m b a s s a d o r  

w ho w a s  in  Iran  w h en  w e  w e r e  th e r e ,  and a p e r f e c t  p ro to ty p e  of an  

A m b a s s a d o r .  A nd tw o of our s ta f f  m e m b e r s  w ho had a c c o m p a n ie d  

u s  th e r e  - -  L iz  C a r p e n te r  and B i l l  C r o c k e t t .

L ynda had P h i l ip  J o h n so n , the A r c h i t e c t ,  a t  h e r  tab le  and  

thought h im  the m o s t  in t e r e s t in g  m a n  at the p arty .

A nd the John W a lk e r s  in w h o s e  lo v e ly  N a t io n a l  G a l le r y  o f  A rt  

the w o n d e r fu l  Iran ian  e x h ib it  had  b e e n  h e ld  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  I 

r e m i n i s c e d  w ith  the Shah ab ou t that.

L e e  U d a l l  sa t  n ex t  to the Shah. She and Stu had  b e e n  to Iran ,  

and  sh e  i s  young and b r ig h t .  And I had c a r e f u l ly  put D a v id  L i l ie n th a l  

c l o s e  to m e  and  to the Shah b e c a u s e  one of m y  r e a l ly  in s p ir in g  m e m o r i e s  

of a C h ie f  o f  State w a s  w hen  I s a t  n ex t  to the Shah a t  a v i s i t  to h is  c o u n tr y ,  

and he to ld  m e  about the d e v e lo p m e n t  of the r i v e r s ,  the h y d r o e le c t r ic  

p o w e r ,  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  i r r ig a t io n  for  f lo o d  c o n tr o l ,  and d e s c r ib e d  

D avid  L i l ie n t h a l ' s  w o r k  w ith  so  m u ch  p e r s o n a l  a d m ir a t io n .  I had put
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young M r s .  R o y  H o fh e in z ,  Jr .  a t  m y  tab le  too. R ay , I had found to be  

a l m o s t  a r e p l i c a  of the young R o y  H ofh e in z  w ho had m a n a g e d  L yn d on 's  

c a m p a ig n  fo r  the S enate  in 1941 in  H o u sto n . H is  fa th e r  had  p ro u d ly  

to ld  m e  that he sp o k e ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s ,  11 la n g u a g e s ,  had g o t te n  h is  

P h .  D. w h e n  he  w a s  19 and w a s  now tea ch in g  at H a r v a r d .  I a s k e d  h is  

w ife  about h im ,  and sh e  sa id  ra th e r  d e p r e c a t in g ly  that it  w a s  r e a l ly  

ju s t  7 la n g u a g e s .  And w hat d id  he t e a c h ?  It w a s  C h in e s e  p o l i t i c s .

W hat a lon g  w ay , w hat a g r e a t  A m e r i c a n  s to r y .  I r e m e m b e r  m e e t in g  

h is  g r a n d m o th e r  in  that c a m p a ig n  in  '41 - -  a w o m a n  of v e r y  s im p le  and  

m o d e s t  o r ig in s  - -  s o  n ew  to A m e r ic a  - -  h e r  G e r m a n  a c c e n t  so  th ick  

that I c o u ld  h a r d ly  u n d e r s ta n d  h e r  E n g l i s h .  We b eg a n  w ith  s t r ip e d  b a s s  

"Isfahan" - -  n a m e d  a f t e r  one of the S hah's  c i t i e s .  And en d ed  w ith  a 

r e a l l y  g lo r io u s  d e s e r t  - -  "A ugust B a sk e t"  - -  the f i r s t  that F e r d in a n d  

h a s  c o n c o c te d  s in c e  he got b ack  from  the h o s p ita l .

L y n d o n 's  to a s t  w a s  e lo q u en t  and had a touch  of h u m o r .  He sp o k e  

of h ow  m u c h  the c o m p a n y  m i s s e d  the E m p r e s s .  T h is  A d m in is tr a t io n  

c h a m p io n s  b e a u ty  in  a l l  i t s  f o r m s .  A nd about the S h a h 's  a p p ro a ch in g  

corona t io n .  It w i l l  b e  in  O c to b er  a f t e r  he h a s  r e ig n e d  for  26 y e a r s .  

L yndon  sa id ,  "I m u s t  add s p e c ia l  c o n g r a tu la t io n s  on you r  M a je s ty 's  

su p e rb  s e n s e  o f  t im in g . You h a v e  had  the f o r e s ig h t  to s c h e d u le  your  

corona tio n  w hen  you r  p o l ls  a r e  up."

O nce m o r e  the Shah m a d e  h is  r e s p o n s e  w ithout n o te s  - -  s lo w ly ,  

r a th e r  h e s i t a n t ly ,  but w ith  a v e r y  w in n in g  q u a lity .  He sp ok e  o f  w hy the
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E m p r e s s  had  r e m a in e d  a t  h o m e .  She h a s  m a n y  th in gs  to do. F o r  the 

f i r s t  t im e ,  a w o m a n  i s  to b e  c r o w n e d  in  our co u n try .  L a te ly ,  w o m e n  

h a v e  a c h ie v e d  m a n y  r ig h ts .  So w h e th e r  th ere  i s  a q u a lity  in  w e a r in g  a 

c r o w n ,  I don 't  know. H is  v o ic e  ra th er  s lu r r e d  off in  a v e r y  a m u s in g  

m a n n e r .  I h a v e  the f e e l in g  h e ' s  b e c o m in g  m o r e  m a tu r e ,  m o r e  u s e d  to 

p o w e r ,  m o r e  a t  h o m e  w ith  h u m o r .  A nd th e r e  i s  a w o n d e r fu l  q u a lity  of  

hum i l i t y  in h im .  And of c o u r s e  he q u ite  w on  m e  w hen  he p a y ed  m e  a 

m o r e  than a tok en  c o m p l im e n t ,  " M rs .  Joh n son  i s  d o in g  so  m u ch  for  

the b e t t e r m e n t  of s o  m a n y  th in g s ." He o u tlin ed  b r ie f l y  the im p r o v e m e n t s  

in  h i s  c o u n tr y  and e s p e c i a l l y  in the la s t  f iv e  y e a r s .  I think a l l  of the 

g u e s t s  w e r e  a s  c a p t iv a te d  w ith  h im  a s  I w a s .

O ne of the s u r p r i s in g  th in gs  he  had s a id  a t  d in n er  w a s  that he  

w a s  p lan n in g  a g r e e n b e l t  a ro u n d  Tehran, w h e r e  a b s o lu t e ly  e v e r y  t r e e  

had to be w a t e r e d  to g ro w . But he  thought i t  w ould  be su ch  a g r e a t  

o r n a m e n t  fo r  the C a p ita l  of h is  co u n tr y, and th ey  w e r e  go ing  to do it .

We had  c o f f e e  in the R ed  R o o m , and g u e s t s  c a m e  up to ch a t  w ith  

h im  - -  B e t ty  B e a l e  a m o n g  th e m . I had in v ite d  M a r i ly n  W altz  to the 

a f t e r - d in n e r  e n te r ta in m e n t  w ith  h e r  date w ho tu rn ed  out to be  qu ite  

h a n d s o m e .  It a lw a y s  m a k e s  m e  f e e l  so  good  to h ave  young p e o p le  

e n jo y  and  a p p r e c ia te  t h e s e  W hite H ou se  e n te r ta in m e n t s .  She i s  a f r e s h  

m ix t u r e  o f  r e s e r v e  and  e n th u s ia s m  th at I find en g a g in g .
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T h e  C la ib o r n e  P e l l s  had b rou gh t th e ir  young h o u se  g u e s t ,  P r in c e  

P h i l ip p [of] L iec h t e n s t e in  to the 10:00 e n te r ta in m e n t .  And of c o u r s e  the p r e s s  

f e l l  upon that t i t le  w ith  r e l i s h .  And A gnes d e M i l l e ' s  son , Jonathan  P r u d e ,  

w a s  th e r e .  A nd M a ry  S la te r  and W a r r ie  Lynn o f  c o u r s e .  And M a r ie  

and John C r i s w e l l ,  And N a sh  C a s t r o ' s  d a u g h ter ,  K im . And C r i s t y  

C a r p e n te r .  We tr y  e s p e c i a l l y  to r e m e m b e r  the c h i ld r e n  of f r ie n d s  fo r  

the 10:00 e n te r ta in m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w hen  w e  h a v e  a group  of e n t e r t a in e r s  

l ik e  ton igh t  w h o  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  so  young and gay .

L yn don  h a s  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  t h e s e  l a s t  d a y s  and w e e k s ,  and h e  i s

w e a r y  and w a s  r e a d y  to get  the e n te r ta in m e n t  on the road . So a s  so o n  a s

w e  c o u ld  g r a c e f u l ly  fo r  w hat tu rn ed  out to be one of the g a y e s t ,  b o u n c ie s t ,

l i v e l i e s t  e v e n in g s  of e n te r ta in m e n t  I r e m e m b e r  - -  the A m e r ic a n  B a l l e t  

d ir e c t e d  by
T h e a tr e  /  L u c ia  C h a s e  - -  putting  on a b a l le t  c a l l e d  "Rodeo".  It w a s  

in tr o d u c e d  b y  i t s  own c h o r e o g r a p h e r  - -  A g n e s  d e M il le  - -  w ith  h e r  

r e m a r k a b le  s p a r k le  and w it .  T o  m e  s h e ' s  a s  good  an  a c t r e s s  a s  a 

c h o r e o g r a p h e r .  A nd the c o w g ir l s  and sq u a r e  d a n c e r s  and r a n c h  o w n e r s ’ 

d a u g h te r  and  e a s t e r n  f r ie n d s  in  th e ir  o ld  fa s h io n  c o s t u m e s ,  an d  the 

wra n g l e r  and the r o p e r  and  the c o w b o y s  in th e ir  b lu e  je a n s  and b ig  h a ts  

an d  the k ind  o f  b o o ts  you  c o u ld  do b a l le t  in .  It w a s  so  l igh t  an d  l i v e l y  - -  

s o  m u c h  fun - -  that I had that s a t i s f i e d  f e e l in g  a n y  h o s t e s s  h a s  w hen  

s h e  k n ow s th in g s  a r e  go in g  w e l l .

We took  the Shah up on the s ta g e  w ith  u s  a f te r  i t  w a s  o v e r  and  

m e t  and  thanked a l l  the young p e o p le .  And th e r e  w e r e  lo t s  o f  p ic t u r e s .
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T h en  w e  w a lk e d  w ith  h im  to  the N orth  P o r t i c o  fo r  a r a th e r  e a r l y  good b ye .

It w a s n ' t  12:00 y e t .  L yndon  w en t  s t r a ig h t  u p s t a i r s .  I s ta y e d  a n o th er

45 m in u t e s  or  so  ta lk in g  to the young d a n c e r s  and to A g n e s  d e M il le

e s p e c i a l l y .  And to A r m a n d  H a m m e r  w ho to ld  m e  the m a r v e l o u s  n e w s

that he w a n te d  to g iv e  the W hite H o u se  a R u s s e l l  ' 'bronze" . He knew

w e had  a R e m in g t o n  one. I s t r u g g le d  w ith  m y s e l f  one m o m e n t  and

then s a id , "You a r e  t e s t in g  m y  lo y a l ty ." And he sa id ,  "What do you

m e a n ? "  A nd I sa id ,  "You know, th ere  w i l l  be  a L yndon  J o h n so n  L ib r a r y

w ith in  ju s t  two or  th r e e  y e a r s ,  and the a r t i s t s  of the s o u th w e s t  a r e  a m o n g

m y  h u sb a n d 's  f a v o r i t e s .  It w i l l  be m a r v e lo u s  fo r  the W hite H o u s e  to h ave

it ." B ut I go t  n o  fa r th e r .  He s a id ,  "I'll g iv e  s o m e th in g  to the L yndon

J o h n so n  L ib r a r y  t o o ."  And then  he w en t  on s o m e th in g  ab ou t the o r ig in a l

of the c o w b o y  in  b r o n z e  b y  R u s s e l l .  What a g r e a t  ad d it io n  th o s e  w ould

b e .  I am  a lw a y s  p le a s e d  to s e e  h im  b e c a u s e  I r e m e m b e r  ou r  p le a s a n t

e n c o u n te r  a t  C a m p o b e l lo  and  h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  and fo re th o u g h t ,  h i s  la s t in g

lo v e  o f  a m a n  in  p r e s e r v i n g  F D R 's  o ld  s u m m e r  h o m e  a s  a P a r k  w h e r e

e v e r y b o d y  c a n  c o m e .  I sa w  D av id  L i l ie n th a l  in  the h a l l  an d  s a id ,  " C o m e

w ith  m e ." I w a n ted  to ta lk  to h im  about h is  t im e  in  Iran . A nd I s ta r t e d
w h en

in to  the R ed  P a r l o r  and lo  and b ehold  /  I lo o k e d  o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r  he w a s  

not th e r e .  I f e l t  e x a c t ly  l ik e  the l i t t l e  c o w g ir l  in  the b a l le t  w ho c o u ld n 't  

get  a m a n  fo r  the f i r s t  two a c t s .  It w a s  r e a l ly  funny. L a te r  in the  e v e n in g ,  

■ I got a s e c o n d  c h a n c e .  I m e t  h im  fa c e  to fa c e  and s tr a ig h tw a y  a d m it te d  

"I had  w a n te d  to ta lk  to you . What h ap p en ed  to y o u ? "  He s a id  s o m e th in g 
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q u ite  g r a c e f u l  a b o u t  "I r e a l l y  co u ld n 't  b e l i e v e  I had h e a r d  you  r ig h t ."

A nd w e  w en t  in  the G r e e n  R oom  and had  a v e r y  fa s c in a t in g  in te r lu d e  

of the kind of c o n v e r s a t io n  that m a k e s  an  e v e n in g  r e m e m b e r e d .  Y e s ,  

h e  w a s  fu l l  of h op e  ab ou t the w o r k  that h e  had done in Iran  and about  

th e ir  fu tu re  and about th e ir  a b i l i t y  to h an dle  it  - -  to take o v e r .  We 

ta lk ed  of K o r e a ' s  p r o g r e s s .  And then  I s a id ,  "What a r e  you  d oing  n o w ? "

He lo o k e d  a t  m e  r a th e r  Cili.ley and s a id  s o m e th in g  l ik e  th is:  "A v e r y  

p e r s u a s i v e  m a n  h a s  put m e  to w o r k  in V ie t - N a m .  " And then  I r e m e m b e r e d  

L yn d on  e i th e r  s e e in g  h im  on  h is  tr ip  to Guam or  r ig h t  th e r e  a f t e r  and  

th r i l l in g  sou nd in g  p la n s  fo r  th in gs  that co u ld  be done - -  fo r  the a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

fo r  the e c o n o m y  of the co u n tr y .  He ta lk ed  about the V ie t n a m e s e .  He  

s a id  th ey  w e r e  v e r y  h a rd  w o r k e r s  and v e r y  q u ick  to le a r n .  B e s t  o f  a l l ,  

he so u n d ed  fu l l  of hope that w a s  b a s e d  on k n ow led ge  and  w o r k .  He so u n d ed  

l ik e  h e  l ik e d  m y  hu sband .

It w a s  a f t e r  12:00 w h en  I w e n t  to the s e c o n d  f lo o r  w ith  ou r  h o u s e  

g u e s t s ,  the M a r s h a l l  S te v e s  and S. B . W hittenburg and the young D ic k  

B r o w n s  to  h a v e  a n ig h t - c a p .  A nd Lyndon c a l l e d  us fro m  h i s  ro o m  

w h e r e  he w a s  e n s c o n c e d  in  b ed , h a lf  c o v e r e d  w ith  m e m o r a n d a  and  

r e p o r t s .  He s a id ,  " C om e on in  and h ave  your d r in k  w ith  m e . "  So 

w e  p i le d  up on the few  c h a ir s  and on the f lo o r  and ta lked  o f  A m a r i l l o  

and H e m i s F a i r  and A u st in .  T he D ick  B r o w n s  s a y  e v e r y b o d y  l ik e s  P a t  

s o  m u ch .  And o f a l l  the th in gs  T e x a s  ought to do a s  a State to get
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r e a d y  fo r  H e m i s F a i r .  I w a s  s t i l l  sh a k e n  by the p e r fe c t io n  o f  E xpo  and  

s o  c o n c e r n e d  about T e x a s '  p la c e  in  the e y e s  of the w o r ld  i f  w e  h a v e  a l l  

of th o se  th o u sa n d s  of v i s i t o r s  n ex t  y e a r .

P a t s y  i s  d e l ig h t fu l .  She s t r a ig h t fo r w a r d ly  to ld  Lyndon so m e th in g  

I l ik e  fo r  h im  to h e a r .  "M r. P r e s i d e n t ,  if  the w h o le  c o u n try  co u ld  

s e e  you in f o r m a l ly  w h en  you ju s t  ta lk  o ff  the cu ff  they  w ou ld  u n d e r s ta n d  

you  and th ey  w ou ld  be w ith  you ."

It w a s  1:00 w hen  w e w en t to bed , and I c h a lk e d  it  up a s  a good  

day  - -  a s u c c e s s f u l  S tate  v i s i t  w ith  one of the m o s t  fa s c in a t in g  and  

l ik e a b le  m o n a r c h s  I ' l l  e v e r  m e e t ,  s o m e th in g  l e s s  than the m o s t  g l i t t e r in g  

a s s e m b l a g e  of g u e s t s ,  and " A - p lu s " e n te r ta in m e n t .
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