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It w a s  one of th o se  tu m ultu ou s d a y s  in the White H o u s e ,  m a y b e  

l ik e  w hat p r e c e d e s  an o p en in g  night in the th e a tr e .  I w a s  g e t t in g  r e a d y  

fo r  m y  tr ip  to the M id w e s t .  And to add to the d r iv e  and the te n s io n  of 

. th e  day  th e r e  w a s  an im p o r t a n t  State D in n er  for  the e v en in g .

F i r s t ,  th e r e  w a s  a f it t in g  w ith  L u cin d a . L u c i ' s  u r g in g ,  H e le n 's  

s i l e n t  d is a p p r o v a l ,  M o l l ie  P a r n i s '  p o l i t e ly  q u a l i f ie d  h o p e s ,  h a v e  f in a l ly  

d r iv e n  m e  to  r a i s e  m y  d r e s s e s  a n o th e r  in ch  o r  so  and that m e a n s  w o rk  

fo r  L u c in d a . A nd then  fr o m  10:00 to 12:00 th e r e  w a s  w o r k  w ith  M r s .  

P r o v e n s e n on m y  s p e e c h e s  fo r  the M id w e s te r n  tr ip  in the Q u ee n s '  R oom  

o n c e  m o r e .  And L iz  jo in e d  u s  m id w a y ,  and I w en t  through them  s e a r c h in g  

f o r  the r ig h t  e m p h a s i s ,  u n d e r l in in g  w ith  red ,  ch an g in g  a p h r a s e  h e r e  

and a thought th e r e  w h i le  L iz ,  w h o s e  job it  i s  to ge t  it  a l l  x e r o x e d  and  

in  the h an ds  of the  p r e s s  w e l l  b e fo r e  w e  leave to m o r r o w  m o r n in g  at g r a y  

daw n, g r e w  m o r e  and m o r e  n e r v o u s  that I w ou ld n 't  f in is h  th em .

M r s .  P r o v e n s e n w ho h a s  a b ro k e n  k n ee  cap  had h e r  l e g s  s t r e t c h e d  

out in  fro n t  of h erew ith  h e r  m a n n e r  a s  c h e e r fu l  a s  e v e r .  I think sh e  r e a l l y  

c a r e s  that I do w e l l  in  th is .  It h a s  b e e n  a g r e a t  h e lp  w o rk in g  w ith  h e r ,  

and I f e e l  b e t t e r  fo r  e v e r y th in g  that I do, i f  I go in to  it p r e p a r e d ,  m y  

h o m e w o r k  done, u n d e r s ta n d in g .  If I cou n ted  a s m a l l  l i s t  of p e o p le  that  

I 'v e  c o m e  to r e g a r d  a s  m y  f r ie n d s  in  th e s e  l a s t  four y e a r s  h e r e ,  I f e e l  

that sh e  w o u ld  be  on it. T h e r e  i s  no su b s t i tu te  for  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  - -

w ith  the f r u s t r a t io n s  and la b o r  and s o m e t i m e s  a c h ie v e m e n t s  - -  a s e n s e

iv«OC"brv—
o f  e x h i la r a t io n  sh a r e d .
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At 12:00 I had a s e s s i o n  w ith  A sh to n  on m y  d e s k  - -  lo a d ed  - -  

and  I l ik e  to k eep  it c le a n .  A nd then L ynda and I had lu n ch  on the 

T r u m a n  B a lc o n y  - - a  go ld en  A utum n day. We ta lk ed  about h e r  w ed d in g  

l i s t  and h e r  p la n s  to go to A c a p u lc o  and w hen  w e  w o u ld  g e t  to g e th e r  to 

f in is h  it.

T h en  a b r i e f  tr ip  out to m y  f r ie n d  D r. T u r c h in .  And b a ck  to the  

W hite H o u se  fo r  a s h o r t  nap.

F o r  th is  S tate D in n er  I knew  I co u ld  not have  h o u se  g u e s t s .  With  

a 7 :00  d e p a r tu r e  in  the m o r n in g  I m u s t  get  to b ed  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

A nd the r e a s o n  to h a v e  them  i s  to v i s i t  w ith  th em , to a c h ie v e  that r o s e y  

g lo w  of f r ie n d ly  c o n v e r s a t io n  that i s  so  s e ld o m  p o s s i b l e  a t  a S tate  D in n er  

w ith  140 p e o p le  or  m o r e .  And s o  a s  a s u b s t itu te  I had a s k e d  th r e e  c o u p le s  

that I had  p a r t i c ula r l y  w a n te d  to s e e  to c o m e  fo r  tea  - -  the O 'N e i l  F o r d s  

o f  San A n ton io  - -  A r c h i t e c t  of L a  Villita and  s o m e t im e  c o - w o r k e r  w ith  

L yndon  fr o m  NYA d a y s ; a nd D r . and  M r s .  H a c k e r m a n  - -  V ic e  C h a n c e l lo r  

o f  the U n iv ers ity ^ w h o  I am  to ld  i s  r e a l ly  the a d m in is t r a to r  of the A u s t in  

c a m p u s  -- I y e a r n  to know the U n iv e r s i t y  b e t te r  - -  fo r  m y  p le a s u r e  and  

fo r  our fu tu r e ; a nd the B i l l  G r e e n s  fro m  A lb an y  - -  d o l i n g  s p i r i t s  fr o m

^  i ythe "Fandangle". S h e 's  the one w ho had f i r s t  w r i t t e n  m e  a le tteryy  And  

that c a s u a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n  had en d ed  w ith  the "Fandangle" co m in g  to  

(  e n te r ta in  us fo r  the L a t in - A m e r ic a n  w e e k e n d  at the R anch .

T he 7 o f  u s  sa t  down in the L in c o ln  S itting  R oom  a l i t t le  a f te r  

4 :00  fo r  tea  and m u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n .  I c a l l e d  B e s s  in and  it w a s  a
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d e l i c io u s  h o u r  --  O 'N e i l  F o r d  r e p o r t in g  on the t r ib u la t io n s  and p o s s i b l e

O'—
g l o r i e s  o f  H e m i s F a i r ,  a nd the B i l l  G r e e n s  on a l l  the fun of th is  p u r e ly  

in d ig e n o u s  e n te r ta in m e n t  a t  A lb an y  --  a town of on ly  2 , 0 0 0  p e o p le  in  

w h ic h  500 o f  th em  p a r t ic ip a te  in  an an n ual pagean t about e a r l y  T e x a s  

h i s t o r y .^

And then  I s e n t  them  off  w ith  a good  gu ide fo r  a th o ro u g h  tour  

of  the W hite H o u se  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  the r e s t  of the u p s t a i r s  r o o m s .

M y m o m e n t  w ith  Dr. H a c k e r m a n  had  r e in fo r c e d  m y  h ope that 

the U n i v e r s i t y  too r e a l ly  w a n te d  the S ch o o l of P u b l ic  S e r v ic e  to b e  one  

that tu rn ed  out p o te n t ia l  pu blic  s e r v a n t s  that w oiild  h it  the c o ld  wate:^  

rim ning  fo r  e l e c t io n  fo r  M ayor or  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  or  m a y b e  s o m e d a y  

S en a to r  or  G o v e r n o r  - -  and not ju st  p r o f e s s o r s  of G o v e r n m e n t .

It w a s  a r e a l  s w e e t  p a r t  o f  the day.

A nd then  a lo n g  s e s s i o n  w ith  Jean  L o u is ,  in te r r u p te d  b y  a c a l l  

fr o m  V iv ia n  H a c k n ey  w h ic h  gave  the in fo r m a t io n  that the bank had  m a d e  

a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  fo r  th e  c o n tr a c to r  fo r  the P o s t  O ff ic e  to te a r  down the  

o ld  s t o r e  b u ild in g  and u s e  the b r ic k s  in  the P o s t  O ff ice .  I w a s  u n d er  

the d r y e r  and so  A sh to n  took  it .  B ut i f  it  w o r k s  out w hat a u s e f u l ,  

p e r m a n e n t  m e m o r y  of m y  daddy in  that l i t t le  c o m m u n ity ,  b e c a u s e  a s  

lo n g  a s  th e r e  i s  a  U. S. G o v e r n m e n t ,  the P o s t  O f f ic e s  w i l l  b e  m a in ta in e d  

and  I know s o m e th in g  of how expensive and how  d if f ic u l t  it  i s  to do s o m e th in g  

w ith  a b u ild in g  that h a s  s o m e  f r a i l  c la im  t o  h i s t o r ic  in t e r e s t .
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T h e  g lo r io u s  go ld en  day m ad e  m e  think it  w o u ld  b e  a p p r o p r ia te  

to w e a r  m y  y e l lo w  S ta v r o p o lo u s  d r e s s  w ith  the d a i s i e s  - -  a s o r t  of a 

g ood b ye  to s u m m e r .  And’ J ea n  L o u is  gave  m e  an  e l e g a n t  h a ir-do^

^ n d  on ly  a few  m in u te s  p a s t  8:00 w e  w e r e  on the N o r th  P o r t i c o  

to m e e t  P r e s i d e n t  S a ra g a t  of I ta ly ,  im m e d ia te ly  t r a i l e d  by  the r e d o u b ta b le  

F a n fa n i  w ho p op s  up in  r o le  a f te r  r o le  in the I ta l ia n  G o v e r n m e n t .

U p s t a ir s ,  th e r e  w a s  reu n io n  w ith  old f r ie n d s  - -  the  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  

and  M r s .  W a r r e n  a r e  b a ck . And g r e e t in g s  to a n ew  A m b a s s a d o r  - -  

the O r to n a s  - -  he  lo o k in g  l ik e  a v e r y  a r c h  type o f  D ip lo m a t  - -  d i s t in g u is h e d  

an d  su a v e .  And M r s .  O rtona  - -  s m o o th ly  f i t te d  to h e r  r o l e .  T he  

K a tz e n b a c h s  w e r e  s tan d ing  in  fo r  the R u sk s .  And r ig h t  u n d e r  the s u r f a c e  

of m y  m in d , a thought o f  the r e a s o n  w hy they w e r e  a w a y .

I w a s  r a th e r  p le a s e d  w ith  our g if t s  - -  a n  a u th e n t ic  r e p l i c a  of  

T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n s '  lap  d e s k .  P r e s id e n t  S aragat  i s  s a id  to b e  a s tu d en t  

of T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  t h e  u s u a l  p ic t u r e s  and books,  a n d c o w b o y  o u tf it s  

fo r  h is  g r a n d c h i ld r e n .  And s o m e  n e e d le p o in t  p i l lo w s  w ith  the d e s ig n s  

o f  S o u th w e s te r n  w i ld  f l o w e r s  fo r  h is  daughter w h o  i s  a t  h o m e .  A nd then  

the on e  that a r o u s e d  the m o s t  in t e r e s t  - -  a s m a l l  s a m p le  of u ra n iu m  

fu e l  f r o m  Oak R id g e  - -  w e l l  s h ie ld e d  of co u rse ,  in  a h a n d s o m e  p r e s e n t a t io n  

c a s e .

B eh ind  the c o lo r  guard  w e  s ta r te d  d o w n s ta ir s  - -  I w ith  

F a n fa n i  a t  m y  side^ p i c t u r e s  at the b o tto m of the s t a i r s  and th en  on in to
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the E a s t  R o o m .

If you  e v e r  r e a l ly  w ant to know who s e t t le d  th is  c o u n tr y  - -  

m a y b e  a m e n d  it toj#,*^ w ho s e t t l e d  it and then w en t in to  politics ,"^just  

h a v e  a d in n er  fo r  the I r i s h  h ea d  o f  S ta te  or the I ta lian  h e a d  of State!

T h e r e  w e r e  13 C o n g r e s s m e n  of I ta lian  d e s c e n t ,  and a few  o th e r s  

throw n  in  b e c a u s e  th e ir  c o n s t i tu e n ts  a r e  a l s o  h e a v i ly  I ta l ia n  - -  the 

l a r g e s t  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e le g a t io n  I can  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  a t  a d in n er .

And o f  c o u r s e  S en a to r  P a s t o r e  - -  h i s  w ife  a c c o m p a n y in g  h im  fo r  one  

o f  the few  t im e s  sh e  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  at the W h ite  H o u se .  And th e r e  

w a s  G o v e r n o r  V o lp e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and the P h i l  H offs  of V e r m o n t  - -  

happy r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  m y  N ew  E n g lan d  tr ip . A nd  I w a s  v e r y  g la d  to s e e  

that the P a u l  J o h n so n s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  c a m e .  I do not w an t to rea d  

M i s s i s s i p p i  out o f  th is  U nion , and I can  c e r t a in ly  u n d e r s ta n d  fr o m  

the m a s s i v e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of the p r e s s  and TV they  c o u ld  th ink that th ey  

a r e  r u le d  out.

And of c o u r s e  fr o m  our own W hite H o u se  s ta f f ,  Joe  C a lifa n o .

A nd L yndon  had w o r k e d  in  a t  the l a s t  m in u te  h is  m o th e r  and fa th e r  - -  

on e o f  the d ea r  s o r t  o f  th in gs  Lyndon d o e s ,  e v e n  if  it  d id  m e a n  that  

J oe  h i m s e l f  a te  in the M e s s  a lo n g  w ith  two o th er  good  fr ie n d s?  And  

o f  c o u r s e  the d in n er  w ould  h ave  b e e n  in c o m p le t e  w ith ou t the V a le n t i s .

It w a s  a  ra th e r  s t a r - s tu d d e d  g u e s t  l i s t  - -  C la r e  B o o th e  L u ce ,  

f o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  to I ta ly  w a s  th e r e ,  w e a r in g  h e r  I ta lia n  d e c o r a t io n s .
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A nd  our o ld  f r ie n d  P e r l e  M e s ta  w ho w a s  m a r r i e d  to an  I ta lian ,

T̂  I i n  ■ n MW n  m-  ̂fa t  -  g n̂ HH pH 1 t s f

F r o m  the e n te r ta in m e n t  w o r ld  - -  R o s e m a r y  C lo o n e y  and  

C on n ie  F r a n c i s  - -  the d r a m a t ic  d a r k - h a ir e d  s in g e r  w ho  I thought s h a r e d
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h o n o r s  w ith  Joan  K ennedy  a s  the m o s t  b e a u t ifu l  w o m e n  in  the room. 

M r s .  K e n n ed y 's  b lon d  h a ir  w a s  in  w h at the p a p e r s  c a l l e d  " G a i n s b o r o u g h

c u r l s " ,  and h e r  b la c k  la c e  d r e s s  w a s  s h e e r  co q u e tr y .

B e s i d e s  m y  T e x a s  g u e s t s  w ho had c o m e  to te a ,  th e r e  w a s  an  

i l l u s t r i o u s  Texan  - -  D r. D e B a k e y  - -  a lw a y s  w ith  a c l u s t e r  a ro u n d  h im .

And our o ld  f r ie n d s ,  the C h a r le s  M cG a h a s.  And our s o m e t im e  fr ie n d ,  

s o m e t i m e  opponent,  A lla n  S h iv e r s .  And a l s o  fr o m  e n te r ta in m e n t  - -  

L y n d a 's  youn g, h a n d s o m e  and  d e l ig h tfu l  fr ie n d ,  B e n i  M o n tr e s o r .

T h e r e  w a s  m u ch  ta lk in g  and e m b r a c in g  and sw i f t  c h a t te r  o f  I ta lia n  

a s  the l in e  w e n t  p a s t .  J u s t i c e  M ic h a e l  M u sm a n n o  - -  e b u l l ie n t  a s  a lw a y s .  

A nd o t h e r s  e m in e n t  in th e ir  v a r i e d  f i e ld s  - -  P a t r i c k  C a r d in a l  O 'B o y le ,  

jo c k e y  E d d ie  A r c a r o .  And d is t in g u is h e d  W alter  Ho v in g  of T if fa n y 's .

T h e r e  w a s  a b a r r a g e  of e d u c a to r s  th is  t im e ,  an d  one m y s e l f  I 

h a d  put on the l i s t  and w a s  s o  g lad  to s e e  - -  D r. and M r s .  John King  

of our  ow n  H u s t o n - T i l lo t s o n  in  A u st in .^

I thanked Er n e s t  C un eo  a s  he c a m e  down the l in e  fo r  h is  g o ld en  

w o r d s .  ^

It w a s  an  in t e r e s t in g ,  m ix e d ,  g l i t t e r in g  g u e s t  l i s t .  And I w a s

proud .
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We sa t  a t  the long  ta b le .  T h is  i s  a lw a y s  the b e s t  s o lu t io n  w hen  

. w e  a r e  fu l l  p a ck ed ,  and p e r h a p s  a l i t t l e  m o r e  i m p r e s s i v e  fo r  our  

h o n o r e d  g u e s t s .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  a p le a s a n t  d in n er  c o m p a n io n ,  and our  

c o n v e r s a t io n  w a s  m o s t ly  r e m i n i s c e n t  of m y  v i s i t  to h i s  c o u n tr y  - -  the  

ro o m  a f t e r  room  of b e a u t ifu l  a r t  t r e a s u r e s  in  the p a la c e  w h e r e  he l i v e s .  

A c tu a l ly  h e  to ld  m e  h e  u s e d  it  a s  an o f f ic e  and a p la c e  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t  

and r e a l ly  l i v e d  a t  h i s  own h o m e  - -  an e s t a t e  o u ts id e  R o m e  w h o s e  s i z e  

I m u s t  h a v e  m is u n d e r s to o d .  I thought he  s a id  2 4  sq u a r e  m i l e s .

T h e  M in i s t e r  of F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  M r. F a n fa n i,  w a s  on m y  le f t  - -  

s h o r t ,  v o l u b l e , c o u r t ly .

It w a s  a p le a s a n t  e v en in g  but no d eep  talk . It w a s  P r e s i d e n t  

S a r a g a t 's  b ir th d a y .  Lyndon m a d e  a g r a c e fu l  to a s t  s a y in g  that i t  i s  a 

c u s to m  of  ou r  c o u n tr y  to sp en d  th is  day  w ith  your f a m i ly  and good  

f r i e n d s  and  that P r e s i d e n t  S a ra g a t  had  p r e s e n t  h is  son  and h is  s o n - i n - l a w  

D r. S a n ta c a t te r in a .  And that a l l  of u s  h e r e  w e r e  h is  f r i e n d s .  He e v e n  

b r o u g h t  in  a  b ir th d a y  c a k e  and put it  down in fro n t  of h im .  B u t  

th an k fu lly  w e  d idn 't  a l l  jo in  in s in g in g  "Happy B ir th d a y " .

A n d  then  w e w e r e  out in the p a r lo r s  fo r  c o f fe e  and l iq u e u r s .

A nd a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  into the E a s t  R oom  for  the e n te r ta in m e n t .

A l l  e v e n in g  I had b e e n  c o n s c io u s  that i t  m u s t  be  an e a r l y  night  

b e c a u s e  I w o u ld  be up the n ex t  m o r n in g  at 6:30 .
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It w a s  ju s t  about m y  f a v o r i t e  e n te r ta in m e n t  that w e 'v e  had  

h e r e  in  the W hite H o u s e ! R ic h a r d  K i le y  s in g in g  e x c e r p t s  fr o m  

" M a n  of La M ancha" . And w ith  h im  a Sancho  P a n z a  w h om  I d idn 't  

know - -  H a r v e y  L in d ic k .  H e 'd  s t a r t e d  p r a c t ic in g  ju s t  the d ay  b e fo r e  

w ith  B e s s  a n d  the m i l i t a r y  band  in  the E a s t  R o o m . A nd the m u s ic  

w a s  w r it t e n  in  a d i f f e r e n t  r e g i s t e r  or  k ey  fr o m  h is  v o i c e ,  and i t  w a s  

one of the m a n y  White  H o u s e  c r i s e s  in  e n te r ta in m e n t  that w a s  ir o n e d  

out by  p a t ie n c e  and  good  h u m o r  and h a rd  w o rk .

I sa t  e n tr a n c e d  a s  R ic h a r d  K i le y  sa n g  about " D re a m  the I m p o s s ib le

D r e a m ,  b e a t  the u n b e a ta b le  fo e ,  go w h e r e  the b r a v e  d a r e  not g o . . . "

And I think the a u d ie n c e  e n jo y e d  it a s  m u c h  a s  I.

I l e d  P r e s i d e n t  S a ra g a t  up on the s ta g e  w hen  i t  w a s  o v e r  to 

thank R ic h a r d  K i le y  and H a r v e y  L in d ick . And L yndon  m o t io n e d  to the 

H u m p h r e y s  to jo in  u s  - -  he a lw a y s  d o e s .  He i s  an e x tr a o r d in a r y ,  

thoughtfu l m a n  in  so  m a n y  w a y s .

Sancho  P a n z a  had  b e e n  d e l ig h tfu l .  And e v e n  b e t t e r ,  h e  s e e m e d  

to  be  en jo y in g  i t . B e s s  to ld  m e  la t e r  that he l ik e d  L yndon , f o l lo w e d  h i s  

c a r e e r ,  a d m ir e d  h im  a s  m u c h  a s  I a d m ir e d  th e ir  p la y .  And that w a r m th ,  

e v e n  e f f u s i v e n e s s ,  w a s  in  h is  g r e e t in g .  I w an ted  to s a y  it  a l l  b e c a u s e  

I k new  I w o u ld n 't  get  to l in g e r  w ith  them  a f t e r w a r d s .

A nd  then  r a th e r  q u ic k ly ,  w e w e r e  out in  the hal l .

L ynda and C huck had c o m e  in  fo r  the e n te r ta in m e n t ,  and  m a n y  

e y e s  tu rn ed  to th em . L ynda had  b een  u p s t a i r s  w ith  u s  e a r l i e r  w h e r e
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P r e s i d e n t  S a r a g a t  had g iv e n  h e r  the m o s t  b ea u t ifu l  s m a l l  a l l ig a t o r  

b ag . And in  fa c t  it  w a s  C huck  w ho had  e s c o r t e d  out the h on or g u a rd  

w ith  L yndon  w h is p e r in g  to P r e s i d e n t  S a ra g a t  that that w a s  h is  fu ture  

s o n - i n - l a w .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  and h is  p a rty  m ad e  an e a r l y  d e p a r tu r e  a l i t t l e  

b e f o r e  11:30 . T h e  band w a s  p r e p a r e d  fo r  d an cin g , but w e  did  not le a d  

off to e n c o u r a g e  it .  Lyndon n e e d s  e a r l y  n ights now . W ork i s  c l o s i n g  in  

a ro u n d  h im  so  h e a v y ,  and  c lo u d s  of t r o u b le s .  And w ith  to m o r r o w  

m o r n in g s '  a la r m  c lo c k  in  m y  m in d ,  I had a sn a tc h  of c o n v e r s a t io n  

w ith  C la r e  L u c e  and the D ante  F a s c e l l s  w h o s e  w e d d in g  a n n iv e r s a r y  it 

w a s .  And w ith  P e r l e  M e s ta .  And thanked E r n e s t  C uneo  again h is  *gor<i^  

w o r d s .  A nd then  I w a s  u p s t a i r s  b e fo r e  12:00 - -  one of m y  e a r l i e s t  

d e p a r tu r e s  f r o m  a State  D inner, and I r e g r e t t e d  it  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w e r e  

s o  m a n y  p e o p le  th e r e  that I w o u ld  h ave  lo v e d  to ta lk  to .  But I l e f t  on 

the w a v e  o f  s a t i s f a c t io n  that it  had  b e e n  a good  d in n er .
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