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I awoke with that possessive feeling of a day all to myself,

eveniﬁg before fib.r’Wa.shington. /' Ahd; .fo'r tl"x.e, next tw'o diyﬁ I wou_ld' worl;
here z;t 4t.t"xe“Ranch._} I ioék forwé.:d to aqd chériéh‘thes.el timeé. But" :
‘if.tv:héy ‘strefched- ahead of me‘a;:n unhmltedparade,wouldn: be a qifferent
commo.dity.? I think so. “Their rérity is their value, |

o i_wa_s_ up at 7:00. It was a bright, fresh, clear day. Icalled

" Betty Weinheifn‘ei-,. located James while I had my coffee, é,nd we found

all the little packets of wild flowers seeds from Dr. Carrell and Mrs. .

SN

Cvr;am’er -- all sorts of friends -- including the big 50-p01_md sack that st

'Luci~and Pat had given me for our last anniversary -- Lynldon's and

m'in'e. -- November of '66.. And about 8:00 the three of us set out along

. the lane that leads up to Lela Martin's houée, vstopping evefy now azid

then es‘pecially at entrances, scratching the ground and iputl:ing out .

~gaillardia seed atid here and there the yellow lantana. V.A"good many

of them were gifts from Jebss\iei Hunter which she had done up in ﬁer“

 bright colored little ﬁacké.ges to sell at the arts and crafts show in i :
~ Salado. And then on into the 80 Acres. Here we-: got out at the open

land on the> west and walked aéross', 'and sﬁre enough the bluebonnets

that we had planted a year ago that never peeped abovg the ground are

coming up. Th-e‘blessedA rains of'Septen.xbevr& have wo:ked miracles.

 The country is greener andralong the little ¢reeks and the river bottom
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there is the fringe of goldenrod. “ And in the fence rows and low places |
the tall st;lks‘df maximillon daisies, brighf and golden, but not as high B

as last Fall -- 6 and 8 feet ‘laélt Fall easily, sometimes taller. Now a

"stunted 4 or 5. And the gay' feathers are purple in t}_ze pastur,es"a'md' o

aion'g the roads i—f-' ébmetimes; b1g clumrpé.. Aft'ver‘”du’vr sad, dry Spring

.and‘ 'summer, the Fallv flowe:s were a brighﬁ herald,' and my spirits were
}"1igh. " Dale was al.r‘ea‘dy 6i1tr.fig'}.1ting vthe. army wormé; so I told James
to g'sk ixim ﬁo p‘;itlc;utvthe biuebonxig't seed -~ at lea’_..e,i:‘:_hla_‘lf of them -.—_

inv th1s sam e Aopehj»m_(ead_o.w to the ieast beybnd th_e._lo;ﬁg.,%_l':rip Wé bhad‘
pl;nfed and alsq ciésér to f.he road. And _a:nthere"alo'ng the rqaa\;}ay-', .

in the 80 Acres, and the rest around the old forts in Johnson Cit‘:}.r.'

Back alﬁ’;he main house,j-‘ Roy White and Herbert Wells had already =~

'arrived. I showed Betty through briefly, and we had some coffee.  And

then‘*&je got down to work.-r "Cegb_;il Pre_sneil carﬁe._" Wre :choése the éﬁadé |
., for thé walls of my bed‘rocr)r.nv'.. I am not eévc}»xanted. /Th_e maﬁpel iooks_
" 'saiisvfa'cl:or.y. —'-:tﬁé' bay v&iﬁ;io\frgreat. TAhe'::w-in‘dows to tﬁe ‘nofth still a
pféblem;» wé 't“x"i.ed the ‘Doughty birds in the bookcases, 'N,'otai:ng'”ig a

v "'just right" color for the back.. : At any rate, probably from weariness,

I settled on the éhance for the drapes and on the light g’re}en.rug.j Mary o

-gave us a short lunch shortly after noon. Iam- ravenous these days. -
We worked all afternoon -- Roy leaving sometime in the middle

of the..aifterno'qn:and'Mr. Wells and I co.ntinuing,‘ hanging paintings, g
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placing furniture -~1I getting a warm pleasure from the success of

‘_s_,ome.'thing.s' ;;_» the bright cheeriness of the ‘sitting room, the yso}f't

welcome of the tobacco velvet chairs in Lyndon's bedroom. 'And' an

'abra'Eire disprleasore from others -- particularly the cevi’liﬁg‘lights‘iri‘

his room.

Luci.had called to tell me that she would have a good dinner

. ready for me ahytime frorr'a 8§OO on,
It was after 6:00 when I sa1d goodbye to Mr. Wells and drove into

: Johnson C1ty Ard in the basement I looked at the furniture tha.t had

e '-‘-*rx"

_been stored from upstalrs, selectmg a 51ng1e bed and dresser and desk

for Jess_1e Hunter. I would so love to make her small ba.ck bedroom‘.

~gay and bright with-small:-scale furniture and a modern look. And .

- fthi‘nking that .l:he early American twin beds and any of the 're'st of the set

that Phylhs mlght want would go well in Mrs. Johnson 8 back bedroom. :

And I drove up to Luc1 s at Just a few mmutes before 8: 00 Wev 4

_went in the ‘kitch_en -= my favorite room in her house -- and she had .
" a delicious dinner -- a pork roast with apple sauce and hot muffins and

baked sweet potatos -- all my favorites and nefver served at our house --

that is, when Lyhdon is home. Luci likes to’ remember. my»east Texas R

. she's spent at .the brick house and with Doris. She is. a good cook, I thmk" '

her husband will be a happy man.-

i e Py gt 1t L

RERTE R U e A




- ey g e -

I\'IEMORANDU‘M . _
- THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON '

'Monday, October 2, 1967 | E _'Page?}

Gerry likes Law Sohool, ‘leav‘es ea‘rly, works ha.rd, comes
home late, is v'efy business like. And little Phyllis -- protective, -
devoted. It's a 'ifiot to see their two babies toge‘ther -- born just a day

apai'l:' ;- little Ger.;ry s0 active and Wide—eyed arld alert, and Patrick

Lyn l:w1ce as b1g, tw1ce as strong lookmg, and totally dlfferent in ever;r R e

way.
Then leaving Pat to tend to 'both babies, Gerry and Phyllis end
Luc:. and I drove over to Ha.rns Boulevard where I ha.ve spent so many

ha.ppy umes w1th Mrs. Johnson -The place was a shambles There
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was nothmg to recognize fro_m her days there. And llttle from the way . o

I. hea ﬁxed it up within a year after her death to rent. Amazingly even

the new sofa I had bought about '59 or '60 had walked off and I thmk

the coffee table. | |
.Ea.rl Dea.the met us the;:'e, e.nd his pe.inl;er, ‘qa.Arpente‘r fri_end.

| whofrl he had' described as another Lawrehce Klein._ And we\..vent from’

liviné room to the dinette and kitchen and back to the two bedrooms -- a

. doef_ul.wéy findihg that everything needed to be done -- painted from'one. =

end to the other, .new carpets ev‘ervahere, most of the furniture done
“over or replaced, while I was mentally checking thingsﬁfrom storage

at the Ranch, “the médic»ine cabinet from Lyndon's ba.t}l, half avdoz‘en' '

' paintings that would brighten the rooms -- the living room, dining room,

and master bedroom -- a lounge chair from my old bedroom. I wrote -
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down some pretty comprehensive plans -- suggestions -- as to where
to buy and look fozf this and that and put them in Luci's and Phyllis' .‘
hahds; _and we were backat ‘Lﬁci's house by 10:30, ready:. for an

: -'early bed Howcozﬂy they have lived td_ge_th’er here -- the six of

. them =< ’;the't:wo families. It's been-I think about a month now. - Luci . f"‘ S R

has sté.rte& hdusekeeping in juét the same w#y Lyndon and I dild -—-a
housefu'ln of kinfoil}‘cs and friends and no sign.of ';trai'n Iam ‘pléased‘ to
. see. Shé is a w'a;r’r'n and vloving pervs'on, aéd I admire thé v?é.yishe_is: ‘~
: -grc.>wir-1’g' ﬁP’-"'fI--'ha.Vve'--fa-'deepfcontentmentWheni—-look at-her a.ndPat: : : @ »r,
) . 3 and Lﬁ, 5nd yeé.rn for it to b‘e‘as gooci fqr Lyhaa Eird, thoﬁgh necessari.ly. 3
- for her 1|: willvbe .di_f'fe;'ent. .b | | | . -
"I.‘h'ere_ is. é:o much to e'.njoy'v'vhe‘ri we come }l)a;k' to live a£ the Ra'ncﬁ, - |
- . and when, hov;/. ‘c.:anl Qe d6 it;.? |

I read myself f.o sleep. -
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