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It re,ally'began a little aftgr_midnfght when I flew into Andrews,

" and there in my“ca.'r was Dr. Hurst. He had been in Washington for his

Committee work, and when Lynda Bird had phoned me the afternoon before -

he had gotten on the phone and there was a note of sternness and concern

-in ‘h.i‘g' voice that I have not heard in over 1 0 .y‘_ea.;rs,‘/.i .;.,‘_,Lyhdonhad,'a bad

cold. . He seemed spent, depleted, low in spirits. He wished hebcqu-ld

. talk to me. I told him I would be in around midnight -- could he meet |

me at the plane. He was catching an earlier plé.né-out to Atlanta, but - .

into the warm circle of his smile after midnight. We got into the back

seat and rolled up'the glass and talked the 45 minutes to the White House.

His feeling of mere anxiety"had not abated. He did not see the bounce,

: " the laughter, the teasing quality in Lyndon that he has wa.t_ched'ov'er.

" every morning a‘nd'three, screens of television that kept on 'sh'ou'ting allof - -~

these 12 years. He thought he was running on fnarginal exiergy -- quite :

sifnply that he')Wé:s bone _ti‘red.A~ ‘He repeated, "You kno'w Bird, 'tiﬁs is -

the first time I have said this to you.'" ‘And he képt on ‘saying’that he

‘ expe_éfed.a pa'r“‘t_y of it must be a péycholpgical result of seeing four papers

the tzjdubles of the world and all the things he was doing erng'-- the

'decl‘ining polls, the rising frustrations. I asked him pointl-.blank if he

thought as Lyndoh's doctor that he ought not to rrun'a.gain because of his

‘health.  And h;re he came to'a dead stop. He said it was beyond medical .

==

. he said he would rearrange.it somghow, and be thexe., And so I stepped P S
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~knowledge to determine_ what result it might have.

Y .

- I wanted so rnuch to te‘lllhi-rn of. our thuinki'ng, but yet I did not -

feel 'fr_ee to. The more people who know it, the more chance there is

~ to have the story looking' back at us from the printed page some

1 m'orning',""an:d I think it should come from us. .And then I ‘as_kved him

what he thought I should do. The dear man -~ he is so honest and good.

‘ 'He sa.id, 1y think you ought not to travel so much. I think it matters t'o R

"~ him for you to be with him. Stay home. " I told him I was-going to after i

- . his sake you ought to get one every six months. " I cannot even remember-

- us know the answer. I tried to make'one thing clear to him. That is that B

‘'said, ”And when have you had a thorough medlcal exam lately‘?" "For

quite when it was. That much I can do -~ those two thi'ngs'-- and will.’

And it was comforting_ to see how much he cared even though neither of |

I would.n't be leavmg a th1ng behmd that I yearned for whenever we left

'bthe Wh1te House. And also that I thought Lyndon approachmg 60 c0uld

- be qu1te busy and ha.ppy' out of pubhc oﬁ1ce He_re I ran into a c,omplete‘_ ‘A

‘_blank wall. He looked at me almost in as,tonlshment. ' ”No, I don't'th‘ink. ‘

he can quit. "

. .lIWhy?ll :

. ""Because he hasn't done everything that he wants to, That will never

~ happen."
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R £1mshed this one tr1p to the colleges on the 8th and 9th And then he .t im
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And 50 we 1éft 1t ;:.vn”a sad but affléc'tiqnai:e note at the Diplo;natic_ ;
erifrax;xcé. He was. to ca.(':c;h:'a 5:00 plane oﬁf m the mofping. |
As it tu;'t;;eld .out it Waé é._ short ni"ghtf‘for me foo. ‘I_;yhdon wé.s
béickv. We turned o_iit the light and. slept,"'but:not'long. It wals‘a» littie |
éast »6:00 whep"he'was up and workiﬁg Yagai'nA. And Qe .Bad a lonAg talk, :
‘goir;g. ovéi‘lanc.}v. over the same old ground -- when could he make hi% -
 announcement that he was not going to run again -~ when and how. Our
- mood was bleak a.nd dis'[)irited' ind'qb answers ;omé.' '

We had breakfast before 8:00, and a little later feeling washed

 still awake when I went up -- reading. 'His cold was very bad. Helooked ~ |

RPN S WA S

~out and»duil,» I got up and.bega.ri my-day -- _‘a meeting with Liz and Sharon -

and Elspeth about my trip to Williams College and Yale. in three days

we .r‘nust'hamme'r out, ‘and I must praétice, two gqod speeches. Cne
bri.ght“é'pot' Qaé .Elspetil.r_kRost.owb -- 56 calm and smé.ft and sweé;, with - :
a vem éf hun.io_br. o

By no4<‘)"n‘i Qui.t, had30 iaés iﬁ the pool for ‘\.n'rhich I felit ‘_the. bette‘z.-','.
a.ﬁd ?:afr;e up;s;;a.irs for a ‘l.unch of sc‘tambled ,eg‘vgs and toa.s.t_.and bacoﬁ m

my room, And then a long and.nuuch-needed session with Jean Louis --

signing mail under the dryer and retunﬁng to the White I—io_use, stopping. o

first to greet thé President of ﬁhe Lincoln Life Insurance Company and

" a party that were touring the White House. He's financing the restoration
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of ch)'.;'d's. Théatr_e, or a part of it: -- one of Stewart ﬁdall's many !
gréthﬁsiiasfﬁs an.d:ilm.a-gina.tive éd;iiti'ons ‘tov thié :l:owp. |
Apd the;_n.‘é. 10;1g seséién with Asvhto_n“s.igning' fﬁa.il -;- mdstly ‘
MidWést k"thar.ik"-"-i?;)uls"; | Mystaff téﬁdé to.the.ivr own. | There' are ‘a;lwlays
B bushelsof"thank—yous"from e;/ery_,trip 1 maké; and then»cc;fne the""_v -
. flood of pictﬁres to aut‘o.grap‘h.
1 £§e1 very _géod about my étéff. M_'a‘rc'ia :Maddox could ‘pra“tzlt'iéal‘ly
. run for .office af; é.nsr of the towns or c§1intries tﬁat we visAi‘t -- frpm |

; »:Columb\is,-,Ihdiana to Korea. And so céuld Simone and Liz. .

e e o . .Abbut dark I went over to the bOWIing'lanes'.and bowled two quick .

games, doing _rathef well -~ 136 and 138, And then back in time to
dress and go into the Yel_low Oval Room to greet th'e‘President's' dinner
guests -- 30 Senators -- another in a series of his sté.g dinners. '__bBut

since he's late, I welcomed the-opportunityvto go in and see them. L

- Senator Dodd was there ~- the first time I've ‘seAebn him in months.

And I made a ’quicklpaléh aéross the room to gr:eet hirh with extra wafmtﬁ
. .and..tallkec_i about (v};a'c‘:e and oﬁr Spanish lllesstbjns_ and wéntiﬁg to gé.t back
e with them. II!; ‘must ha.ve be.e_.n a crushiﬁg n"igt‘xtmare'f'or‘ him ‘andr for
‘ "Gracfef _ Ami I amA not proud of myéelf for remaining silent.
.vVar‘xce Hartke was .tv}v1ere -~ bouncy é.ﬁd_ jovia'];.‘ And aftei‘. the .
| briefest, courbeoust. g:.:ee‘ting,‘ I gathéred up .Senator H;_Lr;y Byrd ahd

we sat down in the corner and talked about our _lasit'visit at his father's
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home. He said he would like to ‘sc“ae rhy ﬁi;tures sometime. . I'll. make
‘sure he does; He finds it very diffi‘ci.llt to ever vote witﬁ us. But
sonvivehow 1 ca.nihvot ‘fo-‘rg‘et-‘his fathef.and x;ny.aamiréxltion fér him.
'v.Stev;; a#& I tal:ke‘d o_t;.-the‘ safe Aéubject of Jimmy and hc;w hisv |

o gultar pla.ylng “a.t’the party f‘tlar;:‘ théKrgggs k?ﬁé.'d'lliifehe:d things“u}i:".". And
all the ‘time. I was feeling that only thosg you've reallfr cared for c.an
hﬁrt ybu. For me, Stev;/art is among thqée I‘(re ca’:éd for for many

o years. And I find what he ‘says now about vstoppin'g_the bombing for

N

[ - and dange:rous:. He's been sélling_ it’glibl‘y on TV, and heha.? sizeable_, |
. credentials to do 1t
| Lyﬁdor’xl_camé in aboﬁt'a quarter ?ast eight, and I_Wé_é amazed

at thé éﬁange in h1m since 9:60'this morning. | Hxs éolci seemed better, |
hi‘s. spiritév'w.er-ei:vvafs‘tly higher, and he looke‘d' ‘jo;rié,l,‘ full_of cén;rdied.
energ}, cool and .";o‘ugh. | Iwould no.t'.wé.nt to pﬁ‘t. 1t ‘to“ thé t‘es‘t‘..i But1t w_a.é |
g_réﬁn’afkable feat - somethmg of a metamofphésis' since ‘morni‘ng. ‘And
Il¥r¥§w a iaart of’it -wasA fhe ..n‘ece.s.sitky, tq rise up .a.n.d.w“c;rk. 'But.: Ialso:
»Arem'ernb'ered what Willis Hurst had told me-about ;;vorking on.vrr'x‘a'rgina‘l S
énefgy. | |

I said goodbye and went upstairs to the Solarium for steak with .‘

N

oo | Lynda and Chuck. Oné""more/

Marcia and her .husba_nd' came. Icutinfora few hands of bridge,

back from the Ranch, Iam on a diet. .
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- "a’limited time 'and then feeling free to do anything we want to foolish =~
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and then stopped to watcﬁ aTVv p_r(.)gram -- L_yndo; and Walte'r- 'Wav.shi'ng.ton
~ and Mr Fletcher in Fﬁe ‘_Rosve"— G:arden'ta:,_lvk‘iﬁg:abqtit:the new 'Govérnment'
| for D.C. Wha.t 'L‘yndc‘m sa.:id‘ wa.s 'gfeat. ISu_t _th‘ez':e was ié..‘cer't,a'.i'n ié,ck of
sbpor;ta.n'eity._‘ ‘Aﬁdi;v‘vas. vconéciqv#s of a_iittle tldo_i:nuch agreemént by ' :
Walter I don'twant hlmto suffer frofh —- or Lyndon eith.er- -- 'a.hyI h ' i vt
_ éharge_é ,Of, ”’Uncl-e Torx;l"' or "Rubl?gr Stamp'’. This ha;s g'one: pi'etty we..11: :
‘up' tq now, 'allythqugh'_it} seems to "me w“e havlcvan'.t q{xite gotpen thé c_:redit for
h;niiﬁg achie?éd thé sié'éablé step in someth:ing nobody else ha.s been
' aBié té sblvé siﬁce _1789 —— an _independent Governm’ent‘: for thq Disiriét |  _'~’*—‘*'*‘ '.“"...“"f"“'
| of Coh;mbia..v |
1 éaid'goodnight to rhy yo_uhg fo‘}ks, -l I enjo;’.tﬁeir compé.ny. s.<.> |
' much';.' é,nd caxﬁe d;)wnstajrs Wi;ere Chief hié.ﬁser gave me a good fnaséagél S
' ,lﬁhilé"I \.r."a.'tched "C?un_sm'o'ke“; k It héd beeﬁ recorded on M.or_xday‘evé_ning.' -

And I lived it up .-_-- reading m‘y'self.to' sleep by midnight.




