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It b egan  a t  a  v e r y  c iv i l iz e d  h o u r  with a  b r e a k fa s t  t r a y  be ing  

b ro u g h t in to  m e . P r e s id e n t  B r e w s te r  had  a l r e a d y  le f t  fo r  P a r i s  - -  

on a  5:00 p lane  in  fac t . .

I  d r e s s e d  l e i s u r e ly  and  s a id  goodbye to M rs .  B r e w s te r ,  an d  

we d ro v e  fo r  o v e r  an  h o u r  th rough  the lovely  New England  c o u n try s id e  

p a s t  ro a d s id e  s tan d s  w h ere  big gold pum pkins w e re  p iled  up in  f ro n t  of 

c o r n s ta lk s  an d  m ounds  of r e d  a p p le s  to say  au tum n  i s  h e re .

In f ro n t  of m any  doorw ays  th e re  would be a  pum pkin o r  e a r s  of 

c o rn  t ie d  to the k n o ck e r .  I  love the cu s to m  s th a t  sp eak  of d i f f e re n t  

p a r t s  of the co u n try .  I n e v e r  se e  th is  down hom e. But i t  w as  a  foggy 

m  o rn ing , an d  the p lane  cou ldn 't  m e e t  us a t  the f i r s t  a i r p o r t .  We d rove  

to the W e s tc h e s te r  County A irp o r t ,  an d  th e re  w as  M r.  Linen's p lane ,
w ■. a l a s ,  w ithout the p le a s u re  of h is  com pany . And e a r n e s t ly  a s s u r e d  that 

ev e ry th in g  w as  safe  we le f t  in a  p e a - s o u p  fog tha t  did not l i f t  u n ti l  we 

w e r e  c lo se  to the g ro u n d  a t  W ashington. And L iz  w as  c lu tch ing  the a r m  

of the c lo s e s t  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m an  in  v e r y  r e a l  f e a r .  M ostly , I 'v e  go tten  

o v e r  th is .

It w as 12;20 w hen I a r r i v e d  a t  the White H ouse - -  h ad  a  b r ie f  

s e s s io n  w ith  A shton  and B e s s ,  r e a d  the gues t l i s t ,  h ad  a  c o m b -o u t,  a n d  

by 1:00 w en t in to  the Yellow Room fo r  our luncheon in h o n o r  of G e n e ra l  

A nkrah  - -  the P r e s id e n t  of G hana  - -  an d  M rs .  A nkrah .
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The G e n e ra l  and Lyndon had  b een  in  h is  office w ork ing  and  

w alked  o v e r  to g e th e r .  And M rs .  A n k rah  cam e  w ith  A m b a s s a d o r  and 

M r s .  Debrah. Dean and  V irg in ia  R u sk  w e re  th e re .  And T ru d y e  and  

Joe F o w le r .  O ur A m b a s sa d o r  F ra n k l in  W ill iam s. The C het C a r t e r s .

And M r. J. E . O. Nunoo, the C hief of P o l ic e  of Ghana.

G e n e ra l  A n k rah  w as a  v e r y  b lack  m an  with a  wide s m i le ,  h eav y  

g la s s e s ,  in  a s s u r e d  and  jo v ia l  m a n n e r ,  w e a r in g  the G hanian  n a tio n a l  

c o s tu m e  w hich looks like  a  b lan k e t  d ra p e d  o v er  the le f t  sh o u ld e r  r a t h e r  

l ike  a  toga. And i t ' s  w o rn  o v e r  w hat a p p e a r s  to be a  w hite  s h i r t .

M rs .  A n k ra h 's  c o s tu m e  w as quite s i m i l a r —  a s o r t  of b louse  

o r  shaw l w ith  a  b r ig h t  g e o m e tr ic  d e s ig n s  in  it.

O ur g ifts  w e re  the d esk  se t ,  the e n g ra v e d  c lo ck s  fo r  each , the 

space  photo, the P r e s i d e n t 's  photo. T he only u n u su a l  i tem  - - a  g a rd en in g  

k it  fo r  M r s .  A nkrah  - -  one I would have lik ed  to have m y se lf .  And 

then  the G e n e ra l  a s k e d  in h is  p e r fe c t  E n g lish  if  we w ould s te p  o v e r  to 

see  th e i r  s m a l l  r e m e m b r a n c e s .  At th is  point he began  to d r e s s  Lyndon 

in  the c e r e m o n ia l  co s tu m e  of Ghana w hich  they had  b rough t h im  - -  a t  l e a s t  

th a t  is  the toga p a r t ,  d rap in g  it a ro u n d  h is  sh o u ld e rs  w hile  I  s tood  by  in  

a m a z e m e n t .  G e n e ra l  A n k ra h 's  sm ile  w as so big  that th e re  w as  nothing 

to do fo r  Lyndon but to sm ile  in r e tu rn .

And then m y  tu rn  ca m e . M rs .  A nkrah  h ad  b ro u g h t  m e  so m e  of 

the gold je w e lry  - -  m in e d  and  fa sh io n e d  in th e i r  co u n try  - -  a  quite  n ice
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d es ig n .  She fa s te n e d  the n eck lace  a ro u n d  m y  neck , and  ju s t  then  the 

c o lo r s  a r r iv e d ,  and  we l in ed  up to d e sc e n d  the s t a i r s .

F ro m  the Senate th e re  w e re  the C a r l  C u r t i s e s .  And if  I  e v e r  

fe l t  r e s e n tm e n t  a t  the cu ts  he tak es  a t  Lyndon i t  m e l te d  a t  the s ig h t  of 

the ra w  pain  in  M rs .  C u r t i s '  face  w hen  she s a id  to m e , "L ad y  B ird ,  

you know I lo s t  m y  d a u g h te r ,  " And th e re  w as  P e te  W ill iam s  w ithout 

h is  w ife. I d o n 't  b e l iev e  I 'v e  e v e r  m e t  h e r .  And the a t t r a c t iv e  F r e d  

H a r r i s e s  of O klahom a. And S ena to r  and  M rs .  R o b e r t  G riff in  of M ich igan . 

Only one G o v e rn o r  - -  Shafer  of P en n sy lv an ia .

And thanks to B a re fo o t 's  d il ig en ce , a  s iz e a b le  continge^at of 

H ouse  m e m b e r s .

T h e re  w e re  old f r ie n d s  - -  the B il l  B a x te r s  an d  D r. O t e n a s e k , ' , 

N a tiona l C o m m itteew o m an  f ro m  M ary land , fondly  r e m e m b e re d  f ro m  

ca m p a ig n  days .

A nd v e r y  o ld  f r ie n d s ,  the C liff  D u r r s  of M on tgom ery , A lab am a. 

I .h ad  put them  on h u r r i e d ly  when I h ad  h e a r d  they w e re  in  W ashington  

f o r . a  v is i t .  And W a lte r  and B gnnetta  W ashington. It g ives  m e  s a t i s fa c t io n  

to a d d r e s s  h im  a s  M r. M ayor.

And a  v e ry  s iz e a b le  con tingen t f ro m  the w o r ld  of e n te r ta in m e n t .  

T h e se  people  who e a r n  th e i r  liv ing  a t  night find i t  d iff icu lt  to c a n c e l  a  

c o n c e r t  o r  s te p  out of th e i r  ro le  on the s tage  and a r e  a lw ays m o re  e a g e r  

to com e to a luncheon . P e a r l  B ailey , who is  opening in "H ello  D olley",
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and  Cab C allow ay  who p lay s  w ith  h e r ,  w e re  th e r e .  And a  young a c t r e s s ,

J i l l  H aw orth .  The ja z z  p ia n is t ,  E a r l  H ines . And R o b e r t  J e f f r e y  who 

h a s  done b a l le t  h e r e  a t  the W hite H ouse  for u s .  And K ath leen  D abney .

And i t  is  h e r e  th a t  I  get a  g r e a t  big D- a s  a h o s te s s .  I  h ad  put h e r  on 

the l i s t .  S he 's  the d au g h te r  of J .  Ed  Johnson  of Brow nw ood — o u r  old 

f r ie n d  - -  who h ad  w r i t te n  m e  p ro u d ly  that h is  dau g h te r  w as  a c t in g  on 

B ro ad w ay , and  he hoped so m e tim e  she could  com e to the White H ouse. ,

I h a d  so qu ick ly  re v ie w e d  the g u es t  l i s t  th a t  the nam e K ath leen  Dabney 

d id n 't  r e g i s t e r  w ith  m e , and she w alked  down the l ine  unknown to m e
r  • ■ ■ ■' i
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a s  J .  E d 's  d a u g h te r .  L a te r  I w as  c ru sh e d .  I would have  s e a te d  h e r  

a t  L y n d o n 's  tab le .  And tha t w ould have  been  a  th r i l l  fo r  h e r  I think.

N ext to the  G e n e ra l ,  I  h ad  T ru d y e  F o w le r ,  a lw ay s  a  good gues t.  

And then  the S e c r e ta ry  of S tate  h im s e l f .  And by h im , M rs .  W ilhelm ina 

H a r r i s ,  the C u r a to r  of the A dam s h ouse  in  Quincy, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  who 

h ad  given m e su ch  a  w o n d erfu l  tou r  th rough  in  June. And i t  gave  m e the 

g r e a t e s t  p le a s u re  to see  h e r  so obviously  de ligh ted  a t  be ing  h e r e .  And 

I h ad  one of m y  T e x a n s ,  M r.  E . C. Sullivan of San Antonio. A n d  next, 

M r s .  Tupin  w hose  h u sband  is  a  d o c to r  of p s y c h ia try  a t  the U n iv e r s i ty 's  

M e d ic a l  School. And then J e r r y  V ale, a  v e ry  pleasiant young s in g e r .

Too bad  I don 't  have  m y  d au g h te r  L y n d a 's  knowledge h e r e  w ith  

e n t e r t a in e r s .  And then  LaDonna H a r r i s ,  and  M r. Nunoo, the C h ief  of 

P o l ic e .

i
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G e n e ra l  A n k rah  w as  an  open, s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd ,  p le a sa n t  d inner  

com pan ion  - -  e x c e l le n t  E ng lish .  In d e s c r ib in g  the s ta te  of a f f a i r s  in 

h is  c o u n try  ju s t  b e fo re  he took o v e r ,  he  s a id  th e re  w e re  a  thousand  

te c h n ic ia n s  in  th e  co u n try  - -  R u s s ia n s  - -  and  about 800 C h in ese .

T h e y  w e re  r e a l ly  runn ing  the coun try .  He w as  the Chief of Staff, but 

h is  e v e ry  d e c is io n  w as  ch eck ed  by the R u ss ia n s  u n ti l  f in a lly  he c o n f ro n te d  

N a k ru m a  and  sa id ,  " T h a t  m a n  is  not going to s e t  h is  foot in  m y  office 

a g a in .  "

I  a s k e d  M r.  Nunoo w hat d id  the B r i t i s h  leave  beh ind  f ro m  th e i r  

y e a r s  of r u le .  And h e  s a id  a  good c iv i l  s e rv ic e  w hich  h as  b e e n  a  b a s is  

to b u ild  on in  runn ing  our  coun try .

F o r  d e s s e r t  we h ad  glacd A c c ra  - -  n a m e d  a f te r  th e i r  C ap ita l .

A nd then  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  3:00 the to a s ts  w e re -o v e r  an d  the g u e s ts  w e re  

leav in g .

I  had  a s k e d  M r s .  H a r r i s  if  she w ouldn 't  l ike  to have a  sp e c ia l  

to u r  w ith  our  C u r a to r .  She w as  th r i l le d .  And I a s k e d  the two T ex an s  

a t  ou r  tab le  - -  M r.  Sullivan  and M rs .  Tupin . I  h a d  a .rran g ed  w ith  the 

S tjep cev ich es ,  a n o th e r  T e x as  couple , to com e b a c k  and  b r in g  th e i r  ch ild  

fo r  a  to u r  in  the m id d le  of the a f te rn o o n .

So I c a l le d  a  guide and  saw everyone  off on a to u r ,  an d  then  

w en t u p s ta i r s  fo r  an  h o u r 's  d esk  w ork . And then  down to the L ib r a r y  

to m e e t  15 o f f ic e r s  of the F u tu re  H o m e m a k e rs  of A m e r ic a .  It w as  a 

de lig h tfu l  ho u r .  I  had  only m e a n t  to spend  about 30 m in u te s .  But th ese
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y o u n g s te r s  w e re  so  f r e s h - f a c e d  and  innocen t and  e n th u s ia s t ic ,  I ju s t  

f e l t  l ike  hugging th em . T h e i r  de ligh t in  be ing  a t  the W hite House w as 

s im p le  an d  u n ab ash ed .  With a l l  tha t you r e a d  today abou t the  lo n g -h a i r e d ,  

s a n d a l-s h o d ,  m a r i ju a n a - s m o k in g  youth, i t  w as  to ta l ly  r e f r e s h in g  to 

m  e e t  th em .

So I  s ta y e d  ab o u t a n  h o u r  a s  they  ro ta te d  a ro u n d  the ro o m  - -  

a  g ro u p  of th re e  o r fou r  fo r  f ive  o r  ten  m in u te s ,  and  then a n o th e r  g roup  

com ing , w hile  we h ad  tea  and  sandw iches  and  co o k ie s .  T h is  i s  one of 

th o se  days  w hen you ea t  your w ay th rough  it .  D iana c a m e .  F u tu re  

H o m e m a k e rs  i s  one of the s e rv ic e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t  h a s  jo ined  in  h e r  

"Y outh  fo r  C o n se rv a t io n "  m o v em en t.

And then  a t  6:00 I w en t u p s ta i r s  to the L inco ln  Sitting Room  to 

see  V irg in ia  an d  C liff  and  h e r  d au g h te r  T il la ,  M rs .  P a r k e r ,  a n d  h e r  

f r i e n d  M iss  E lm o re  whom I had  d isp a tch e d  on the to u r  of the house .

And a l s o  h e r  f r ie n d  M rs .  L iv in g s to n  f ro m  A rc h iv e s .

V irg in ia  is  going to do ,a  tape  fo r  the John so n  L ib r a r y  on our  

e a r ly  y e a r s  in  W ashington  a s  she saw  i t  f ro m  h e r  van tage  poin t. It 

w i l l  be a  r a r e  and  f r e s h  and  l iv e ly  one. I had  a sk e d  L iz  to jo in  us .

And the nex t h o u r  w as  fu ll of "Do you r e m e m b e r ? "  And "T h a t  w as the 

t im e  w hen" and  a  s c a t te r in g  of n a m e s  of old f r ie n d s  - -  Tom  C o rc o ra n  

and  B en  Cohen and  Abe and  C a ro l .  And T exan  Wickie G oldschm id t.

And V i rg in ia 's  h o u se  gues t  fo r  abou t a  y e a r ,  D ecker  R om ley . And
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of c o u r s e  Hugo B lack .

T he  y e a r s  h ave  not s t i l le d  V irg in ia 's  l iv e ly  tongue, n o r  h e r  

w a rm th  an d  joy in  liv ing . And g re a t  c r e d i t  to h e r  c h a r a c t e r  - -  th e re  

w as  no touch  of b i t t e r n e s s  a t  A lab am a o r  a t  the South, though she  m u s t  

h av e  u n d erg o n e fo s trac ism  and  ev en  a  s o r t  of econom ic o s t r a c i s m  fo r  h e r  

th i rd  of a  c e n tu ry  fight fo r  N eg ro es  r ig h ts  and  in te g ra t io n  an d  r e p e a l in g  

of the po ll  tax.

T h e re  w as  one h i la r io u s  s to ry  w h e re  she  sa id , "W ell, I  see 

w h e re  R e v e re n d  so and  so in su l te d  you a t  Yale ju s t  like  he did m e .  "

A las ,  the R e v e re n d 's  in su l t  - -  w h a te v e r  i t  w as  - -  had  r e a l ly  r o l le d  off 

m  e like  w a te r  off a  d u c k 's  b a c k  b e c a u s e  I d id n 't  r e m e m b e r  i t ,  a lthough  

I do r e m e m b e r  L iz  say ing  so m eth in g  about h im  putting in a c o m m e r c ia l  

in  the  p r a y e r .  I th ink  he d is c u s s e d  o u r  s ta n d  in  V ie t-N am  a d v e r s e ly  in 

a d d r e s s in g  the L o rd .  Anyhow durin g  one of the. m a r c h e s  in  M on tgom ery  

V irg in ia  had  n o ticed  in  the p a p e r  tha t  a  good f r ie n d  of h e r s  f ro m  the E a s t  

w as  com ing  down to p a r t ic ip a te  in  the m a rc h .  T h e re  w e re  abou t 1,4 N e g ro e s  

f ro m  the E a s t  and  th e re  w as  the R e v e re n d  so and  so . So V irg in ia  c a l le d  

up  h e r  good f r ie n d  and  a s k e d  h im  out to h e r  h ouse  fo r  a  d r in k .  He 

m e n t io n e d  that the R e v e re n d  so and  so  w as  along w ith  h im , an d  she  

s a id  she would be d e ligh ted  to have h im  com e a long  too. She r e c e iv e d  a  

w ith e r in g  r e p ly  f ro m  the R e v e re n d  to the e ffec t  tha t  he cou ld  n o t  com e
A

to h e r  hom e fo r  a  s e g re g a te d  p a r ty .  Such a  nut. I w onder if he w ould
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s ta n d  a  th i rd  of a  c e n tu ry  r e a l ly  fighting fo r  the N egroes^w ith  h is  f a m ily  

a n d  l i f e - t im e  f r ie n d s  in  a  co m m u n ity  like  M on tgom ery . And then she 

to ld  a  v e r y  sw ee t s to ry  about M rs .  John so n  - -  L yndon 's  m o th e r .

M r s .  Jo h n so n  w as  v is i t in g  u s ,  an d  she had  inv ited  h e r  to co m e  fo r  

lunch. She thought she  w as such  a  p r e t ty  w om an, a  v e r y  p a t r ic ia n  

face ,  so w ell  r e a d  and  c u l tu re d .  And then  she happened  to g lan ce  down 

a t  h e r  h ands  w h ich  w e re  rough  and  re d .  I r e m e m b e r  that. M rs .  Jo h n so n  

h ad  done a  l i fe t im e  of h a r d  w o rk . V irg in ia 's  coun tenance  m u s t  have 

C show ed w hat w as  in  h e r  m ind . So M rs .  Johnson  to ld  h e r  a  ta le  about

w hen Lyndon w as  a  v e ry  l i t t le  boy  an d  u s e d  to s e e  h e r  w ash ing  d ish e s  

fo r  th e i r  b ig  fa m ily  o r  w ith  h e r  a r m s  up to the elbows in the w e e k 's  

w a sh  - -  "D o n 't  you w o r ry ,  M om m a. When I grow  up, I am  going to 

take  good c a r e  of you. You can  ju s t  s i t  on the f ro n t  p o rc h  an d  fo ld  y o u r  ' 

p r e t ty  hands  in  your l a p ."

C liff  got in  a  w o rd  e v e ry  now and  then. He looked  b o w e led  b u t  

u n b ro k en  by  h is  y e a r s  of liv ing  b a c k  in  M on tgom ery . It w as  t ru ly  

d e ligh tfu l to seeia*- them  both aga in .  He w as  off to le c tu r e  in  London.

I b id  them  a n  a f fec t io n a te  fa re w e ll ,  and  then keep ing  L iz  w ith  m e ,  jo in e d  

B e r y l  and  Jake  P ic k le  an d  L e s ,  and  L iz ' s  cousin , Ann R o b e r tso n ,  whom  

/ I  h ad  m e t  a t  Salado and  M ollie  S chulm an in the W est H all. We had

'w  d r in k s .  And then  down in  the th e a t r e  we saw  the m ovie  of m y  Ju ly  6 th
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t r ip  th rough  the old 10th D is t r ic t  w ith  Jake  to L o c k h a r t  a n d  Round T op .

I t  w as  such  fun - -  we saw  i t  o v e r  and  over  - -  about th re e  t im e s .  T h en  

I took them  a l l  bowling. We had  about th re e  good g a m e s .  Anne tu rn e d  

out to be a  s t a r .  I  w as  p a r t i c u la r ly  g lad  to have  h e r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  one 

l i t t le  thing I could  do fo r  L iz .  I  r e m e m b e r  so w e ll  how i t  i s  to h a v e  a 

h o u se  gues t,  som eone  you love, and  hope your f r ie n d s  w ill  jo in  in  he lp ing  

h e r  have  a  good t im e .

U p s ta i r s  I h ad  a  rub  and  w a tch ed  TV - -  the he igh t of s e lf - in d u lg e n c e .  

And then  Lyndon c a m e  a t  10:15 w ith  M a r ie  an d  the th re e  of u s  s a t  dow n to  

d in n e r  and  to b e d  b e fo re  m idn igh t.
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