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It w as  one of those  s t r a n g e ,  e n d le s s  s o r t  of days - -  a  g ra y  

beg inn ing  and  a  g ra y  f in ish .  I d r i f te d  aw ake not knowing w h e th e r  i t  w as  

the m id d le  of the n ight o r  m o rn in g .

Lyndon had  the lig h t on and w as  p rop p ed  up in bed  a n d  w as  

plowing th ro u g h  h is  s h e a v e s  of m e m o s .

I  looked a t  the c lock . It w as 5:40. I a s k e d  him  how long he had  

b e e n  doing th is .  He sm ile d  w e a r i ly  an d  he s a id  he g u e s se d  i t  w as  abou t 

4:00 w hen he woke up.

We ta lk e d  - -  I fee l in g  groggy  w ith  s leep . And he r e a d .  And 

f in a lly  we h ad  our  b r e a k f a s t  a  l i t t le  p a s t  7:00. And I f i r m e d  up m y  

fe e l in g  th a t  I m u s t  com  e b ack  tonight. I 'v e  been  gone too much. If 

th e r e  is  nothing a t  a l l  th a t  I can  do fo r  h im  ex cep t to be th e r e  f o r  

som eone  to tu rn  o v er  and sa y  so m eth in g  to. T h a t a t  l e a s t  i s  w o r th  

doing.

I le f t  a t  8:30. B e s s  and  I caught the E a s t e r n  sh u tt le  to New Y o rk  

w ith  m y  M e x ic a n  s t r a w  bag fu ll  of l i s t s  fo r  co m in g -u p  d in n e r s ,  in v i ta t io n s  

to  d i s c u s s .  And we u sed  our  t im e  w ell ,  a r r iv in g  a t  the P i e r r e  a  l i t t le  

b e fo re  11:00. R o b e r t  Dowling w as  th e re  to m e e t  u s  in a  c h a rm in g  su ite  - -  

l ig h t  and  h a n d so m e ly  fu rn ish e d .  He w as  v e ry  w a rm  and  s a id  th a t  he 

w an ted  to fu rn is h  a  su ite  on a n o th e r  f lo o r  tha t would have the  g r a c e  

and  e leg an ce  tha t  he thought the F i r s t  F a m ily  should  have, and  he hoped 

we w ould u se  i t  often. I fe l t  v e r y  good.
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Adele Simpson, c a m e  in soon w ith  M iss  T r e y z  and a  r a c k  full 

of c lo th e s  and  we f i t ted  a  gay r e d  su i t  and chose  a  b r ig h t  p ink  r e v e r s i b l e  

l ig h t  w ool fo r  n ex t Spring , ta lk ed  about the wedding d r e s s  w ithout an y  

f i r m  d e c i s io n s - -  p o s s ib ly  v e lv e t .  And then  Mr^^^ S tov ropou las  c a m e  

who has  m ad e  m y  th re e  e leg an t chiffons tha t I love. A la s ,  l a m  a f r a id  

this g re e n  d r e s s  w ill no t equal them .

E x h a u s ted ,  we s topped  fo r  a  s te a k  and  so m e  sa la d  - -  A dele  

an d  h e r  d a u g h te r ,  M rs .  R a in e s ,  and  M iss  T re y z .  And then  l a t e r  M ollie  

P a r n i s  cam e  in . I  f i t te d  a l l  the th ings I had  s e le c te d  e a r l i e r  th is  y e a r  - -  

a n  e leg an t  w hite  evening  d r e s s  w ith  long s le e v e s ,  and  bought a d e l ic io u s  

new p ink  s ix  o 'c lo c k  d r e s s  th a t  looked  like  a  confection . In fa c t  i t  m a y  

tu rn  out to be m y  wedding d r e s s  if L y n d a 's  b r id e s m a id s  c o lo r  is  

h a rm o n io u s .  I am  sp o iled .  I t ' s  a  r e a l  joy to have c lo th es  m ad e  e s p e c ia l ly  

fo r  m e th a t  f i t  ju s t  r ig h t  by people  who c a re .  Well, a t  any  r a t e ,  I  s h a l l  

en joy  e v e ry  day  of i t  u n t i l  we w a lk  out of this office, and th en  not e x p e c t  

them  to do i t  an y  m o re .  B u t I hope they  w ill  con tinue to be  a  p a r t  of m y  

life  - -  M o ll ie  a n d  A dele.

I  w a s  f igh ting  to f in ish  m y  shopping so th a t  I could  c a tc h  the  l a t e  

p lane  tonight a f t e r  the show.

I w ent out to Deljfman's about 5:00, d ropp ing  B e s s  off, and  bough t 

a  couple  of p a i r s  of sh o es  in abou t 5 m in u te s  f la t  - -  r e m e m b e r in g  L u c i 's  

p a in ed  look  - -  she had  to ld  m e  on h e r  l a s t  v is i t ,  "M o th er ,  if I go out an d
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s e le c t  som e sh o es ,  w ould  you t r y  them  on and  m aybe buy a  p a i r ? "

And ju s t  to annoy h e r ,  I  sa id , "B u t honey, th e se  a r e n ' t  w o rn  out yet.  "

The Sam W in te rs  of A u s tin  c a m e  in, and  we e m b ra c e d  r ig h t  th e r e  

in  the s to r e  an d  they  to ld  m e  about a  Sunday New Y o rk  T im e s  s to ry  ab o u t 

Ed C la rk .  G re a t ,  they sa id  it  w as .

I  h ad  found even b e fo re  they cam e  tha t a l l  the c u s to m e r s  looked  

a t  m e  an d  spoke o r  sm ile d .  And s e v e r a l  cam e  o v e r  and  put out th e i r  

h ands  and  in tro d u c e d  th e m se lv e s .

I  w as  b a c k  a t  the h o te l  b y  5:30 and  c u r le d  up on the b e d  e x h a u s te d  

w ith  a  book. A f te r  a  w hile  M r.  J a c k  c a m e ,  and then Eddie  Senz, an d  

they  b egan  the job of ren o v a tin g  m e fo r  the evening . I c o n s id e r  them  

bo th  old  f r i e n d s  an d  s l ip  so e a s i ly  in to  r e m in is c e n c e s  w ith  the people  

we know and E d d ie 's  y e a r s  w ork ing  o p e ra  and  s tag e  folk.

I h ad  b lue  poin t o y s te r s  and  c r a c k e r s  u n d e r  the d r y e r  fo r  m y  

d in n e r .  And then  c lo se  to 8:30 B e s s  and  I le f t  fo r  "I Do, I Do" w ith  

M a r y  M a rt in .  It w as  a  tho rough ly  de ligh tfu l p lay  - -  no m e s s a g e ,  

no w o r ld -s h a k in g  p ro b le m s .  And a s  M ary  M a rt in  s a id  l a t e r ,  i t ' s  a  

s o r t  of nudging play. You k eep  on w anting  to te l l  y o u r  p a r t n e r ,  " R e m e m b e r  

how i t  w a s ? "  o r  " T h a t 's  ju s t  the w ay it w as  w ith  Susie  and  Tom  J o n e s .  " 

A f te rw a rd s  we w en t b ack  s tage . By now I fe l t  m y  w ay  th ro u g h  

m  any a  d a rk ,  l i t t e r e d  b ack  s ta g e s .  But n e v e r  to a  m o re  de ligh tfu l 

two m in u te s  than  th is .
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We w ent to M a ry  M a r t in 's  d r e s s in g  room  - - a  tiny  room  pa in ted  

the m o s t  a d o ra b le  c o r a l  - -  w a l ls ,  ru g , f u rn i tu r e  w ith  a  ce i l in g  that 

looks like  s o r t  of a i r y  s la p s  of wood th a t  you m ig h t have in a  t ro p ic a l  

c l im a te .  T h e re  w as  a  s ing le  bed , a n d  a c tu a l ly  a  couple  of c o m fo r ta b le  

c h a i r s .  One w a ll  w as  so lid  m i r r o r .  And b r i l l i a n t  and engaging  s t i t c h e r y  

p illow s on the b ed  and  p ic tu r e s  on the w all  th a t  m ade  i t  a s o r t  of room  

th a t  you w ould love to s ta y  in.

In  a  m o m e n t  she  c a m e  in a  flow ing g ray  s i lk  d r e s s in g  gown, 

bubb ly  a s  cham pagne . And we bo th  r e m e m b e r e d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  the 

t im e  we had  c r a c k e d  the b o tt le  of cham pagne  o v e r  the f i r s t  j e t  f ligh t 

to  go f ro m  D alla s  to New Y ork .

R o b e r t  P r e s to n  cam e  in  a s  b r e e z y  a s  he i s  on s tag e .  And then 

M a r t i n ' s  h u sb an d  - -  D r. H a ll id ay  - -  w as  staiding th e re  - -  f r a i l  a n d  g ra y  

a n d  gen tle  - - a s  q u ie t  a s  she  is  eb u ll ien t .  He s a id  they w e re  leav in g  

fo r  th e i r  f a rm  in  B r a z i l  to r e s t  b e fo re  they  w en t on the ro a d  w ith  the 

p lay  f o r  a  p ro lo n g e d  p e r io d  - -  14 m o n th s  I think. What a  dem anding  

p lay  th is  m u s t  have b een  - -  a l l  the ac tin g ,  n e a r ly  th re e  h o u rs  of d ia logue  

a n d  only  two c h a r a c t e r s .  And changes  of co s tu m e  and  m ak eu p  th a t  

c o v e r e d  abou t a  5 0 - y e a r ' s  ra n g e .  F o r  s h e e r  joy, i t  i s  the b e s t  p lay  

I 'v e  seen  th is  y e a r .

M a ry  M a r t in  sa id ,  "Give the P r e s id e n t  a l l  m y  b e s t .  We th ink  of 

h im  so often . I th ink  h e ' s  w onderfu l.  "
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I le f t  in a  few m in u te s .  They  m u s t  have w an ted  to c o l la p se .

And we d ro v e  out to N ew ark  A irp o r t ,  r e a l iz in g  that we would have  a  

4 5 -m in u te  w a it  b e fo re  the  l a s t  f ligh t le f t  fo r  W ashington.

I s e t t l e d  m y se lf  c o m fo r ta b ly  in  a  lounge w ith  J a m e s  M c G re g o r 's  

book  on P r e s id e n t  Kennedy, got som e peanu t b u t te r  c r a c k e r s  a n d  a cup 

of Sanka and  w as  quite  con ten t.

C lose, to 1:00 J e r r y  c a m e  in  w ith  tha t look on h is  face  th a t  a lw ay s  

p r e s a g e s  so m e  k ind  of t ro u b le .  He sa id ,  " T h e re  w ill  be  a  s h o r t  de lay . ’•

I sa id ,  "N ot engine tro u b le  I  hope. " And he sa id ,  "No, a d m in is t r a t iv e  

p ro b le m s .  " And I could  te l l  he r e a l ly  w a s n ’t te lling  us  w hat i t  w a s .

T im e  w o re  on, an d  I kep t on ask in g  how m uch  lo n g e r .  F in a l ly ,  

J e r r y  to ld  u s  tha t the p ilo t of the p lane  tha t we w e re  to fly  on a p p e a re d  

to be d runk . He, J e r r y ,  in s i s te d  tha t th e re  be a  change of p i lo ts .  They  

had  had  a h a r d  tim e finding one a t  1:00 in  the m o rn in g  and b r in g in g  h im  

f ro m  bed  to N ew ark  A irp o r t .

F e e l in g  a  l i t t le  s laphappy  about the whole thing, B e s s  an d  I 

c o l la p se d  in la u g h te r  and  sa id , "We w ish  we h ad  som eth ing  of w h a te v e r  

th a t  f i r s t  p ilo t  w as  d r in k in g ,"

It w as  2:15 when we f ina lly  got on a p lane. And the h o s te s s  did 

b r in g  m e  a  d r in k .  And feeling  tha t  th is  w as one of m y  s i l l i e s t  a d v e n tu re s ,  

I  p ro p p ed  up m y  fe e t  an d  c lo se d  m y e y e s .  Then f ro m  D ulles  to the W hite 

H ouse. And a s  I w alked  in  p a s t  the g u a rd s  a t  the m ap  desk , the c lock
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on the r ig h t  w a ll  a s  you go to the e le v a to r  s a id  twenty m in u te s  of fo u r .

L y n d o n 's  ro o m  w as  d a rk ,  I le f t  w o rd  with the te lephone o p e r a to r  

to te l l  h im  I  w as  hom e w hen he woke the nex t m o rn in g  and  w en t to s le e p .
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