
LBJ LIBRARY DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL SHEET Page 1 of 1

Doc # DocTvpe Doc Info Classification Pages Date Restriction

1 Transcript Lady Bird Johnson's Diary, Pages 2,6-7 3 10/17/1967 C

Collection Title Lady Bird Johnson's Diary
Folder Title Lady Bird Johnson’s Diary, October 2-26,1967 [Book 49]

Box Number

Restriction Codes
(A) O oM d by Ex*cutlv« Order 13526 governing s c c m s  to national security information. 9/5/2014
(B) Closad by statuta or by the agency which originated the docum ent initials
(C) Closed in accordance wfth restrictions conttf ned in the donor's deed of gift



MEMORANDUM 

C-  THE W HITE HOUSE
 ̂ . W A S H I N G T O N

T u e s d a y ,  O c to b e r  17, 1967 P a g e  1

I h a d  co ffee  a n d  ju ic e  e a r l y  w i th  L yndon . T h e s e  l a s t  few  m o n th s  

a r e  a  c o n s ta n t  d u e l  of l ig h t  m e a l s  a n d  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t s  a l l  w e e k  long, 

a n d  th e n  in d u lg e n c e  on the  w e e k e n d s  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  w h en  I go to  the  R a n c h .  

A nd  th e n  I  s a w  L u c in d a  f o r  d r e s s  f i t t in g s .  S h o r te r  a n d  s h o r t e r  th ey  go, 

a n d  m o r e  a c c u m s to m e d  d o e s  the  eye  b e c o m e ,  a n d  I a m  do ing  w h a t  I 

s w o r e  1 n e v e r  w ou ld , - -  a c tu a l ly  w e a r in g  them  a  l i t t l e  ab o v e  the  

k n e e s .

I  r e c o r d e d  so m  e, a n d  th e n  a b o u t  11:20 I w e n t  to L y n d o n 's  o ff ice  

w e a r i n g  the  o r a n g e - r e d  d r e s s  a n d  j a c k e t  b y  M a r q u i s e .  A nd a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

11:30 w e w e n t  out on the  law n  fo r  th e  a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n y  of P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

L e e  K uan  Y ew  of S in g a p o re .

M y i n t e r e s t  in  m e e t in g  th em  w a s  w h e t te d  by  m y  v i s i t  to  M a la y s ia  

a n d  b y  th a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y  T unku  w ho is  i t s  l e a d e r .  S in g a p o re  

o f  c o u r s e  h ad  b r o k e n  a w a y  f r o m  M a la y s ia  ju s t  a  few  y e a r s  a g o .

W hen the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  s te p p e d  f r o m  the  c a r  I  w a s  s t r u c k  by  

how  v e r y  C h in e se  h e  w a s ,  though  I h a d  ju s t  f in i s h e d  re a d in g  the  b r i e f in g  

th a t  s a id  the  p e o p le  w e r e  80 p e r c e n t  C h in e se  - -  the  r e s t  M a la y s ,  In d ia n s ,  

P a k i s t a n i ,  B r i t i s h .  B u t c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  w a s  no la n g u ag e  d i f f icu l ty .  H is  

E n g l i s h  w a s  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n c e s s a n t  a s  w a s  h i s  w i f e 's .

H is  a n s w e r  to L y n d o n 's  w e lc o m in g  s p e e c h  w as  c o lo r f u l  a n d  

i n t e r e s t i n g  — no t im e  to  n o d . '  A la s ,  i t  i s  q u i te  p o s s ib le  to do so  a s  

s o m e  l e a d e r s  in  a  f o r e ig n  la n g u ag e  d ro n e  on a n d  on - -  in  w h a t  tu rn$out
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w h en  t r a n s l a t e d  to be  c l i c h e s ,  " T h e  w o r ld ,  " he  s a id ,  " i s  f u l l  o f  b e a r s  

a n d  d r a g o n s .  "

A n i n t e r e s t i n g  w ay  to su m  up  the  S ov ie t  U nion  a n d  C o m m u n is t

C h in a .

A n o th e r  a r r e s t i n g  p h r a s e ,  " T h a t  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  p o w e r fu l  - -  a l l  

the  w o r ld  i s  too  p a in fu l ly  a w a r e .  "

T h e  g i s t  o f w h a t  he  s a id  to m e  w a s  th a t  I  h a v e  c o m e  to  s e e  a n d  

l e a r n  w h e th e r  y o u  h a v e  the s t r e n g th  a n d  p a t ie n c e  a n d  fo r t i tu d e  to  s e e  t h i s
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th ro u g h  in  A s i a  - A s M o n z E D  fe nd v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .

W hen th e  r e c e iv in g  l in e  i r ^ f e ^ D ^ T o m a t i c  R e c e p t io n  R o o m  w a s  

o v e r  a n d  I  h a d  p u t  M r s .  L e e  in to  the  c a r ,  I  s a id  " h e l lo "  to  a  young I r i s h  

g i r l  - -  th e  " R o s e  of T r a l e e "  - -  w ho w a s  e n ro u te  to th e  R o s e  F e s t i v a l  in  

T y l e r ,  T e x a s .  A nd M r .  L a m b e r t  of D a lla s .  - -  h e r e  to r e c e i v e  a n  a w a r d  

f r o m  the  N u r s e r y m e n .

A nd*then  I w e n t  in to  th e  M an s io n  f o r  s o m e  q u ie t  lo o k in g  of m y  

own f o r  a  p la c e  to h a n g  the new  E i s e n h o w e r  p o r t r a i t  - - a  g if t  o f  S e n a to r  

D a rb y -o f  K a n s a s  a n d  m u c h  p r e f e r r e d  b y  E i s e n h o w e r  to the one  th a t  a l r e a d y  

h a n g s  h e r e .

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  I m e t  w ith  J im  K e tch u m , a n d  we a g r e e d  th a t  a  good 

p la c e  to h a n g  i t  w a s  on  the  s t a i r s  a s  you a s c e n d  to the  s e c o n d  f lo o r .

T h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  t h r e e  t h e r e ,  a n d  one h a s  to  go out now f o r  s o m e  

r e p a i r s  an y w ay .
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S om e f u tu r e  F i r s t  L a d y  w i l l  f i l l  the p a n e ls  on the w a l l  a s  you 

go up .  And th a t  w i l l  be a l l  r ig h t .  I t  w i l l  j u s t  b e  l ik e  the  m o n a r c h s  

lo o k in g  dow n a t  you on the g r e a t  s t a i r w e l l  a s  you m o u n t  in  th e  B r i t i s h  

E m b a s s y  today .

I  h a d  lu n c h  w ith  L y n d a  on  a  t r a y  in  h e r  ro o m .  She, b l e s s  h e r ,  

w a s  going  dow n to m e e t  the la d ie s  of the p r e s s  a t  1:00 to t a lk  a b o u t  

b e in g  a  w o rk in g  g i r l  a n d  b e in g  a  young b r id e .  She h a s  m e l lo w e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  in  h e r  a t t i tu d e  to  the  p r e s s .  B u t no t a  one o f  th e  J o h n s o n s  

w i l l  e v e r  q u i te  a c h ie v e  L u c i ' s  w in n in g  b le n d  of c a n d o r  a n d  s to u t ly  

p r e s e r v i n g  h e r  own l i t t l e  b a s t io n .

In  the  a f t e r n o o n  I  w o r k e d  a t  m y  d e sk .

A n d  th e n  a t  3:00 I  h a d  a  d a te  w i th  L y n d a  a n d  C h u ck  - -  th e  t h r e e  

o f  u s  ro d e  in  a n  in c o n s p ic u o u s  b l a c k  c a r  ou t in to  A r l in g to n  to  a  d e l ig h t fu l  

h o u s e  - -  3556 V a l le y  S t r e e t  - -  o w ned  b y  a  young co u p le  n a m e d  W hipp le  

w ho w e r e  le a v in g  the n e x t  d ay  f o r  a  f o r e ig n  a s s i ^ n e n t .  I t  w a s  a n  

a b s o lu t e ly  n a tu r a l ,  e a s y  m e e t in g .  One b ab y  u n d e r fo o t  a n d  a n o th e r  

a s l e e p ,  the  h o u s e  s t a c k e d  w ith  s u i t c a s e s ,  a  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  on  h a n d  to 

h e lp  w i th  the  m o v e ,  a n d  nobody  o v e r ly  i m p r e s s e d  w i th  the  id e n i ty  of 

the  new  p o s s ib l e  t e n a n t s .  I  l ik e d  th e m , a n d  I  l ik e d  the  h o u s e .  T he  

b ig  p i c t u r e  w indow  in  the d in ing  ro o m  th a t  lo o k e d  ou t onto a  w o o d la n d  - -  

the  dogw oods  a l r e a d y  tu rn in g  r e d  - - a  f i r e p l a c e  in  the l iv in g  r o o m ,  a  

s m a l l  d en  - -  c o m p le te ly  f u r n i s h e d .  I t  r e m in d e d  m e  of a l l  the  15 t i m e s  

o r  so  I 'v e  r e n t e d  m y  h o u s e  - -  th e  one on 30th  P l a c e .  T he  m o t h e r  a n d  I
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b o th  a s k in g  the n e c e s s a r y  q u e s t io n s  - -  I a b o u t  how  m u c h  the u t i l i t y  b i l l s  

w e r e  a n d  d id  th e y  h a v e  a n  in v e n to ry .  L y n d a  a m a z in g ly  le a v in g  i t  a l l  up 

to C h u ck ,  a n d  I th in k  t h e i r  d e c i s io n  i s  going to be  y e s .  It took  us  on ly  

a b o u t  15 m in u te s  to  g e t  t h e r e  f r o m  the  W hite H o u se .

I  w a s  b a c k  by  4:00  a n d  w o rk e d  w ith  A sh to n , s tu d ie d  to n ig h t 's  

g u e s t  l i s t ,  h a d  two q u ic k  g a m e s  of b o w lin g  w ith  a  r a t h e r  good s c o r e .

A nd  th e n  a  s e s s i o n  w i th  J e a n  L o u is .  A nd th e n  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  8 :00 , in  m y  

e le g a n t  r e d  d r e s s  th a t  d a te s  f r o m  the  F a l l  o f ' 6 4 ,  I w a s  w ith  L y n d o n  

on  the  N o r th  P o r t i c o  to m e e t  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  L e e  K uan Y ew  a n d  h is  

w ife  w ho  w o r e  a  go ld  a n d  b la c k  C h in e s e  d r e s s .  And th e r e  w e r e  p i c t u r e s  

on  the  P o r t i c o  s t e p s  - -  the  on ly  o n es  of the e v en in g  b e c a u s e  th i s  w a s  a  

v e r y  u n u s u a l  C h ie f  of S ta te  d in n e r  - -  on ly  30 g u e s t s  w ith  d in n e r  in  the  

f a m i ly  d in in g  ro o m  on the  s e c o n d  f lo o r .  T h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  h a d  

r e q u e s t e d  th a t  i t  b e  s m a l l .

A few  h o u r s  b e f o r e ,  L yndon  h a d  lo o k e d  a t  the  g u e s t  l i s t .  S o m eo n e  

b a d  d ro p p e d  ou t, a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  on ly  28 a n d  L yndon , to m y  a m a z e m e n t ,  

s a id ,  " J o e  A ls o p  i s  j u s t  b a c k  in  town. Why d o n ' t  we a s k  th em  ? "  I  w a s  

d e l ig h te d .  H e a n d  S u s a n  M a ry  a r e  a lw a y s  e x c e l le n t ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

c o m p a n y .  I c a l l e d  h im  a t  o n ce .  , He w a s  f r e e .  A nd  so  w e wound up  w ith  

30.

We to o k  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  p a r t y  - -  in c lu d in g  h i s  t h r e e  M i n i s t e r s  

w ith o u t  w iv e s  - -  D r .  W hatt, H is  E x c e l le n c y  E n ch e  R ah im  I s h a k ,  the 

M i n i s t e r  of E d u c a t io n ,  a n d  M r .  Hon Sui Sen, C h a i r m a n  of the
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E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  B o a rd ,  a n d  th e i r  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  M r s .  Wong, 

d i r e c t l y  u p s t a i r s  to  th e  Y e llow  R o o m . A nd t h e r e  w a s  s c a r c e l y  a n y  

n e e d  of a  r e c e iv in g  l in e .  So in  a  v e r y  c a s u a l  w ay, w e  b r o u g h t  g u e s t s  

u p  to th em  a s  we h a d  a  d r in k .

D ean  R u s k  a n d  bo th  the  M c N a m a r a s .  A nd  S e n a to r  H ic k e n lo o p e r  

a n d  V e r n a .  T h e  M a n s f ie ld s ,  a n d  o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  M r .  G a lb r a i th .

A nd  of c o u r s e  J im m y  S y m ing ton , a n d  E l s p e th  a n d  W alt .  B i l l  B undy , 

a lo n e .  H is  w ife  w e n t  to  the  h o s p i t a l  today . A b u s i n e s s m a n  n a m e d  

R io r d a n  w ho h a s  i n t e r e s t  in  S in g a p o re .  C l a r k  an d  M a r n y  C l i f f o rd .

H is  p r e s e n c e  a lw a y s  m a k e s  m e  m o r e  c o m f o r ta b le .  A nd m y  two a l l - t i m e  

f a v o r i t e  p e o p le ,  M c G e o rg e  a n d  M a r y  B undy . T h e y  a r e  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s ts  

f o r  the  n ig h t .

We gave  the  L e e s  a  s e t  of b o o k s  - -  one on J u s t i c e  H o lm e s  - -

th e y  a r e  b o th  l a w y e r s ,  h a v in g  m e t  a t  C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i ty .  A nd  they

b o th  a c h ie v e d  a  d o u b le  f i r s t  in  L aw . A nd one of m y  f a v o r i t e  g i f t s  fo r

h e r  - -  a  d r e s s i n g  ta b le  box  in  v e r m e i l  a n d  s h e l l  m o te t .  A nd  f o r  h im  ,

s o m e  c u s t o m - m a d e  go lf  c lu b s .  H e 's  a  g r e a t  g o l f e r .  A nd f o r  u s ,  they

h a d  a n  a n c i e n t  C h in e s e  s c r o l l  - -  f lo w e r s  w ith  a  C h in e se  i n s c r i p t i o n .
h a r b o r

A nd a  p a in t in g  of the S in g a p o r e / s c e n e  in  b a t ik .

I t  t u r n e d  ou t to b e  one of the m o s t  un ique  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  C h ie f  

o f S ta te  d i n n e r s  1 c a n  r e m e m b e r .

I  h a d  the  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  on m y  r ig h t  a n d  then  M a rg y ,  who lo o k s
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p a le  a n d  th in ,  w i th  h e r  s p i r i t  u n d a m p e n e d .  A nd th e n  S e n a to r  M a n s f ie ld  

who h a d  c o m e  w ith o u t  M a u r e e n .  She h a d  h a d  a  c o ld  a t  the  l a s t  m in u te .  

He w a s  s i l e n t  th e  w ho le  ev en in g  - -  w an  a n d  a l m o s t  g h o s t  l ik e .
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r

I  to o k  the  l a d i e s  in to  th e  W e s t  H a l l  f o r  c o ffee .  T h e  g e n t le m e n  

w e n t  b a c k  to the  Y e l lo w  Room'.

A nd a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  12:00 th ey  s a id  goodn igh t.  A nd th en  M a r y  

a n d  Me G e o rg e  a n d  L y n d o n  and  I r e l a x e d  on the s o f a 'a n d  h a d  a  h a p p y  

n ig h t - c a p  a n d  ta lk  of M c G e o r g e 's  job . H e 's  w o rk e d  w ith  u s  on the 

I s r a e l i  w a r  in  Ju n e  - -  the w ho le  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  of the  w o r ld .  A nd 

I go t in  m y  p lu g  f o r  how  th r i l l e d  I  w a s  w h en  I  h a d  s e e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r e s e a r c h  s ta t io n  in  the  P h i l ip p in e s  a s  w e l l  a s  T op ingo  in  M ex ico .  K now ing
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th e m  h a s  b e e n  one of the  good  e x p e r i e n c e s  of m y  life  in  th is  h o u s e  

in  th is  job .

A nd th e n  t h e r e  w a s  n ig h t  w o r k  f o r  L yndon , a n d  f in a l ly  b e d .
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