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The Mexicané came to Washingtdn -- President and Mrs. Dlaz
-Ordaz. It was one of ihe star State visits of our tim_é here.
I was up early and working wiﬁx Lynda and Eess on our guest 4

list. Ié.m so looking forward to Lynda‘Bir.d"s .pa,rties“ -- enjoying all
of the fun t.hat'other people have worked to prodqce. I dictated and
signed m ail. |

»Anci the_n at 12:00, in my'.bright red Marquise coé.t va;nd‘ dress,
I went to Liyndon's ofﬁ.ce for t};e arrival cererr;bny.." o

It vs/'a.s a briiliant India'n Sﬁmmer day, and the grounds wexie'.

il;lea'sonablly full of people. I had ‘gotten the word to ‘all'my house guests.
| . The big black limbusihe rolled up for the 37th time this fear r
believe, and Gustavo Diaz'O;dai emerged wi;:h Mrs. Diaz ('.)rdaz.b She’
was beautifﬁlly dresséd‘ in é pastél sﬁit trinﬁmed in fuf and a fur-tri'mfned
hat. And GusfaVo Diaz Ordaz I never see without femembering that
cﬁarming humoxrous ;\story'h'e' told oﬁ himself at dinner in Mexico. "He
said‘ that during his‘.cafnpaign his opponent was accusing hin.;n of being
two-faced. “Now I ask you", he answered, "If 1 had two faces, would
I wear‘.tl';is; one ?" |

It was a thorouéhly disarming story. And certair'xly‘ _C.n.J.sta\-ro
Diaz Ordaz is by no ﬁeans hand#éme.

Several things set this State visit apart from others. One, a -
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very real warmth between our country -- between our family -- and
M exico -- the big en‘_)brazds in any receiving line, the frequent bursts

of Spanish from guests, aré a real mark., And ihen thé fifst family '
brought all of their 'children; 'Iv‘>he.ir handsome 'baéﬁélor son, Gﬁstavo; ) .Jr. s
their prétty daughtér and her Lebanese husband, 'the Salim Nastas, --
.they' are Lyri&a's ‘favorite‘s.. And young Alfredo who is just 16.
And.our Lynda and Chuck -- he a‘ guest fo? the first ﬁime. ata
Staté dinner :—-' were ver& much a part of thé dasr., o
It was a farhily 'affair.‘.
After t.he welcoming speeches and the brief greétings in the .
Diplomatic Rec'ep‘tion Room, we dr.(-)ve with them to Blair House -- a
.very abbreviated parade, with the flags snappingvbfiskly, large'v'pi'ctures-
of the two Presidents on lamp pvosté, a moderate-size _crdwd ‘of.the
curioué waving and clapping.’ It simply isn't po'ssible for this town,
lso sétiated witl; Chiefs of State , som_eWhat cynical, to turn out in mass :
- for é. ;)a.rade. 1 remembered our triurmphant prdgress through tﬁé hundreds
of thouAsands in.Me#ico City. We can't ihatch‘them. .Sokit is wiser not
to try. | I said to Bess and Lizi; "It would rta.ke Queen Eliia‘bevth'newly'.r
marx;ied. to the Pope toA bring out a reaily big crowd on the streets of
W ashington, "
It was only ten minutgs to Blair House, .and there Preéident '

Diaz Ordaz received the key. It is the last time Walter Tobriner will
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officiate at this ceremony I believe. And we said our goodbyes, and I

 was back at the White House a little past 1:00 and went up into the.
Solarium to have lunch with Lynda and Chuck and Tony and.Matia'nna.

It was my only real visit with Tony and Matianna, ‘and we talked about

family and I.told the}n' who the other house guests were. In fact the
old house is bursting at 1ts seams. Tonight, the Per;rj_Bgssés and the
Don Thomas, Lariy Temple_.willl. share the thirvd ﬂ.oor.with tﬁg Tony -
’I"éylors. vAnd the Billy'Bailey.s who have been ﬁére’ for se..v.eral nights,
Sometime ’du.ring the afte_rnoon we gét word ghat L&ndon had

invited ""Cantinflas' to be our house guest -- just saying "You've got

to make room'. So we moved the Warren Woodwards (who are so close _'

we could) down to Luci's room and put "Cantinflas" in the new bedroom.

Alice Brown had the Queens' Room and George the Lincbln Room.

And house guests kept on drifting in duririg the day. I made as many

calls as I could during the afternoon to welcome them. And Marilyn

“has her regular job of telling everybody about how to order breakfast

and to get cars, to take a quiet tour of the house if they like, sending

them a guest list well ahead of time, or hot tea or some refreshment

during the afternoon. ‘Marilyn approaéhes this duty with a fresh delight
that I like. Thirty years younger, it's just the sort of job I too would

want.
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I ﬁad a brief restand Qorked on the list some more. And
then a little past 3:00 I had‘invited Fhé Japob Hefsh'eys, my friends-
of the Missiséippi. River boat to tea, and. fhe Fléétwood Rich;rds ‘who,
had conducted that one-day tour through the old lofh Dis;rict to see
grassroots urban renewal and Texas restorations. And Dr. and

Mrs. E. T. Ximenes of San Antonio. He's a new Regent on the

‘Board of the University -- a schoolmate of Johd's from Floresville.

The Lincoln Sitting Room which used to be the press room up

until Theodore Roosevelt's time is getting to be my favorite place for

these small teas -- cozy and intimate., Its warm colors and Victorian

furniture have been a hé.ppy setting for some good talks.,

4When' there. is a State Dinner, 'I tryAto get the people ..whom'l’
really want m ost to.sﬁare some timé with either as house guesté or
to comé-for vte‘a. in the afternoon or coffee the next mbrning. .‘I wanf
the visit to mean soinefhing to them and to n"xef

Fleetwood told me that thé_ Lockhart renovation was going right
along, |

At 4:60 1 calied a guide to complete their upstairs tour and
wept out to Jean Liouis for a shé.‘mpoo é.nd sef. It took so ipng that it
was 7:00 and I ir; a nervous rush by the‘ time 1 returned to the. White. Héuse,
ihspected the gifts and read the information abg}it thgm', went :o‘verv>the'

guest list for one last time, and slipped into my long sleeved white .
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Mollie Parnis dress, knowing at once that it would be one of the most

eminently satisfactory I had ever had.
And a little bit past 8:00 we were on the North Portico greeting
the President and Mrs, Diaz Ordaz who this time wore a beautiful pink

chiffon, glittering with beads. I found myself watching for each new

~ outfit she wore -- all of them extremely feminine and preti:wj. She

said théy were all m.ade in Mexico. 1 would not call them high étyle, '

but very womanly. If they were not '""Women Wear Daily's" cup of tea,
they.wouldAc‘éi'_ta.inly be ""husbands'.

. We went ﬁpstairs with the family -- the Nastas and Gustavo

~and Alfredo, all ‘smi'les.‘ Hubert and Muriel were there and Viigirﬁa

and Deaﬁ - Virgiﬁia. looking very pretty. And there was a very big
embrazo when Tony C'ar1;illo Flores came in with Fanny -- one of the
_mostjpopula..'r ‘Ar.n.ba;ssadors ever to be in this town I'__think. The Margains
in their‘very different way. ‘I like a great _déal also -- he is quiet and
'intelle.c-:tual, does. not have Tonf's ebuilienéé th.a-t embraces ‘the world.
But he is very high caliber. |

Our Ambassador' to Mexico and Mrs. Freérha.n wefe telling me -
about the' ruins at Chichen Itza where some very special excé.vatio:xs
a;-e goi'x;g on bef.wéen now and December 15th. Couldn't Ivvcome ? How

I would love to. I think I startled them by saying perhaps I could after




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thursday,. October 26, 1967 ' T Page 6

the 10th, for I intend to disappear when the wedding is over.
And Lynda and Chuck came”in._ Iy was aglow to be introducing
them around.

With Mrs, Diaz Ordaz our conversation is 'mostly fé.mily. '

" And there was plenty to talk about -~ the weddings and grandchildren.

Our gifts included an IBM dictaphone with instructions in
Spanish which I managed to turn on for President Diaz Ordaz. And
a scrapbook with pictures of the playground equipment we use in our

parks and school grounds that Mrs, Diaz Ordaz had sent us last March. )

- And some neddlepoint pillows of our Southwestern wild flowers -- so

many of them native also to their country. And especial accent on the
giﬂ:s for the children ~- camera, radios, stgro and a big ”Smokef th'e |
Bear'". téddf be#r for their gx;andchild.

They had brought us a picture of a littie boy playing with a toy. |
The artist I didn't know. It had charm and pathos and a éuality somewhere
between primitive and modern,

And then we .Were on our way downstairs for the- receiving line; '
This.is the first big dinner using'bothvroo‘rns‘ -- 190 guests -~ we héve |
had in a long time. And one of the most sought-after guest lists.

The Cabinet was \&ell 'représeqtefi. Besides the Rus.ksl,. there

were the Gardners and the ‘Wea.veré.' And from the Senate, George
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Smathers without Rosemary. He's a gfegt .traveler.in_Latin America.
And Mike Mansfield. Maureen had gétten ‘sick in the aft.erndon, "a.nd

that was when I had called Diana to take her place. And the’ Joe Montoya.s
ffom "New Mexico. | |

' And the HOuse was especially well represented with Gonza.lez

and Roybal and Eligio de la Garza and others whose Districts had

many DLifhatinos like the Dick Whites axd and the Chi;:k ;Kazetlls ia.nd ‘éhe
John Youngs. | |

| Tﬁe new Solicitor General, Erwin Griswéld,‘was thére for the fii'st
time with his wife in a wheelcvhair‘.

And it was interesting to see Price Daniel of Texas walking

“right next to Allan Shivers. Iam sure many feuds are temporarily

- put aside for the evening.

There wére old friends -- Tvofn and Nancy Mann -- big embrézos-

é.ll around. And Raymond Tellés who had welcomed us to El Paso as |
its Maybr in the",60_ campaign. And Tom ‘(;voréoran. | .A.t the last minute
when sorﬁeon.e had dropped out,. v)e had asked Him to Bring Margafet
Josephine. And Jim Farley whose interests with Coca-Coia. give khim
a tie with the wholebwide. world.v |

And from the staff, the Doug Caters and Walt Rostows. And
Betty Furness w’itﬁ he r‘ new husBavnd. Andr 1, Qas so glad that we we‘re -

able to add the Burl Stugards at the last minute. My correspondence office
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is somehow never quite as close to me as Liz's, Besses and Ashton's.

- And that is a lack in administration on my part.

- The arts and entertainment were very well represented with

" towering Rene d'Harnoncourt of the Museum of Modern Art, and Polly
Bergen with her husband., Jose Limon and Mrs. Vicente Minnelli -- whose ’

beautiful jewels attracted the press to no end. The Ricardo Montalbans.

And actress Ella Raines with her husband Colonel Robin Olds, colorful
war hero, minus his western desperado mustache. Writer, Katherine
Anne Porter. And star of yesterday, a glamorous hostess of today,

Merle Oberon with her husband Bruno Pagliai. Lynda spent much of -

the evening with them.

Mrs. Merriweather Post's lovely daughter Dina Merrill looking
very happy with her new husband, Cliff Robertson.
But the star of the eveniﬁg was "Cantinflas". And I loved what

Lyndon said about him in his toast -- that his popularity was such that '

if he were to run for public.office in either country, he might retire

both of us to private life. It is our good fortune that "Cantinflas"

prefers to make fun of Presidents rather than run against them. Oddly,.

‘I never saw him in the receiving line. Later in the Green Room he

came up to us, embraced Lyndon, and we had a happy little talk and

I never saw hin":'aga.inv -- our phantom house guest in 324,
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‘'There were old friends -- C. R. Smith and Marlin Sa.n.{"in. And

- of course the closest of all, those who are our house guests.

VW‘hen we had gi_:eeted the léO guests ] took the Presi‘den't of
Me};i-co into‘vthe Blue Room where ﬁva Ga.fdner w‘ho_speaks-Spaniéh
sat on his right. And ﬁext_ oné of the most attractive stége figures
ever to entertain us here in the 'White'House -- Jo‘s‘e Lirrm'on - whb.
.dan‘ced ‘fhe Moors Pivon for the King qf-MoroccAc.L. ‘He fs_at_ least my
;ge, and that must be something of a phenomenon to dé.nce with the
pbwer'and skill a;'nd‘bea.uty'tha.t he does in the mid_dlé 50's. Next
wa.s Ka.fherine Anne Porter who 1oc;ked really. very frail -- white h#ir,
very white skin, very pastel 'ev;ning go§vn .-- quite unlike you would

expect as the author of '"Ship of Fools" which was to me an often

cruel, cynical, hopeless sort of book. She seemed to be very interested

‘in everything, but a very limited vitality. And right after dinner she came

up to me, apologized and left. Next ‘to hér was C. R. Srﬁith for whom
I'hé.ve- tixe ‘greatest fondriess. Ahd between hil;n and Mrs. Sheldon sal;.
Honey Be_rlin who looks no older tl;aﬁ'when I first met her. It r.n,ﬁ.st
have_'beeti mdre than 20 years ago.-—' one .of the most warm, feminine,

glowing people I know.

Tony Carrillo Flores sat on my left which made my evéning. I

believe s.or_n e day he will be President of Mexico. And then Mrs., Montoya - - '




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

- WASHINGTON

Thursday, October 26, 1967 ' Page 10

not that we need a Spanish-speaking person next to him. He can communicate

'in English quite as well as in Spanish. And he's the sort of person who

doesn't really need a'lavngua.ge_ to .cqmrﬁﬁnicate.‘ '
| It was a 'gooa table, a lively eve‘ni.nvg --'a brilliant guest list,,
glam orous worﬁen, and latér loud and lively and successful entertainmén_ﬁ.
Lyndon’é toast wé.s humoroué and full of warmth. And he spoke

of something that is one of the real pluses of this decade to me -- of the

‘development in Mexico in Che.pinga partly financed by the Rockefeller

' Foundation of a remarkable new strain of wheat which can produce more

than twice the ‘Erop‘from th.e same a?nount of land av.n‘d which bést .of .all
the Mexicans are expo‘rt‘ing to‘ underdevelopéd counfries -- Pakistan and -
India -- and hdw being teéted for Turkey and ‘Ir'a.n and Afghanistan.
The;y’ve’ conch#ied sdm e of thé largesf internatioﬁal sales of seed

wheat ever in any Country. And so plague(as this era is with wars and

frustrations we do make some steps forward,

Alas, President Diaz Ordaz' speech was much too long -- 25 i’ninutes. o

The "Strolling Strings" added their own special lift and épirit to
. ' . Cf,lcf,‘"z:/ .L\Lﬁ:_
the evening. They played among other things, "Silly-Felinga' and the

."Mexican Hat Dance!'',

| We had coffee and liqueurs in the'Red Room, and I introduced as

many of the'a'.fter-dinﬁe-r guésts -- especially the press ladigs -~ to the

President or Mrs. Diaz Ordaz as I could. Ialways try especially to o
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introduce the memEers of our o@n staff wheri we v:}ére within‘hail-in'g
. distancelof them, -
And then we wént in to hear Herb Alpert and the Tiajuana ‘Bras.s.

W ith his big amile I could tell it was an especial favorite with our fellow.
I think it's ofxe c;f thé most popular entertainments we have ever had.
And there was much foot-tapping and that ele.ctricv ripple of respons.e' to
the audience. Lyndé. had introducéd thgm with a delightful girlish
little speech. | | . |

" To me one of the most interesting nﬂbments qf the ‘ev‘e‘nin.g Wa;
when Président Diaz drdé.z sp.o"k>e qf his ipredecessor,» Lopez Matéos,
who now lies in a coml_'i’xa' hopelessly ill,. He ﬁas n‘ev'.er;me_ntioned him -
bef§re,_ixi our presence on any of bu;' other visits. “There'is something
betweeq them -- i.do fx'ot knéw_ what it is>. But now at death's dodr,. in
no longer matters. |

He has been‘ talking. qf the wf.iter Beatr_aveh whose identity is

a fnystery. ‘ Aﬁd yes, he, Diaz Ofdaé, didkrow the story -- thét this
- mysteriéu.é _writer might indeed have been Lopez Mafeos himsel.f‘o>r
perha;.)s‘his sister, who ‘actually was listed as his agent. She died, and with |
it the works of Beatraven-céa;ed to reach ‘t.he market, | |

. One ‘of the high moments of the evening to me was when Herb Alpert

_ broke into the wild, tulmultuous "Zorba the G reek. "
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" When the entertailnmeht was over the._P;I-esident and Mrs‘. Diaz Oi:déz
made their way rathef quickiy .to their lifnousiné; We accompanied the.m
to the door.
‘And then back_'inside I spent a few.m'inutes seeking out friends
‘and chatting with them . Aﬁd by 12:30 was upstairs myself, having
. sent word to all our house guestsv -~ the Pérry Basses and the B‘illy

Baileys and the Don Thomas and the Tony Taylors and George and Alice

- and Woody and Mary Ellen -- to meet us on the second floor for a night-cap.

And here alas is where I get D- as a hostess - I forgot ”Cantinﬁas".
I really think he would be grateful for rﬁy forgettiﬁg, so maybe it was
partly Freudian. bBut at any rate I shoa.'ll.dn't héve ‘don.e‘ ‘it.‘

We taiked of the dinner t.Jf Texas, of _fhings serious and light.
I remember at one poiiqt L)'rndéon was. expla.ining sométhiﬁg .a.bo.u't the
bom.bing. in North Viet-Nam,. and he said, T'We‘kee‘p 600, 000 men bu‘sﬂ}-
repairing what our 400 bombers have taken out, That is a good.trade. "

He has a talent for putting compli‘cated things into a simple
sentence. I only wish he‘ 'reacheci the 200 miliion of them with thc;-se
simple vivid pictures. We do so man&_thingé well in this Adn.niniﬁstratiorl,
but as éfopagandists I can't give us the highest rating.

We said goodnig};t' to our house guests at a q\;arter of twb; It
was a quarvte_r of three befor‘e Lyﬁdoﬁ' la.id down the lé.st of his nighf: -
r.eading‘ and turned off the light.




