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The M ex icans  cam e  to W ashington - -  P r e s id e n t  an d  M rs .  Diaz 

O rd a z .  It w as  one of the s t a r  State v i s i t s  of our  t im e  h e re .

I w as  up  e a r ly  an d  w ork ing  w ith  Lynda a n d  B e s s  on o u r  g u es t  

l i s t .  l a m  so looking fo rw a rd  to  L y n d a 'B ir .d 's  p a r t i e s  - -  enjoying a l l  

of the  fun tha t o th e r  people  have w o rk e d  to p ro d u c e .  I d ic ta te d  and  

s igned  m a i l .

And then a t  12:00, in  m y  b r ig h t  r e d  M a rq u is e  co a t  an d  d r e s s ,

I  w en t to L y n d o n 's  office  fo r  the a r r i v a l  c e re m o n y .

It  w as  a  b r i l l i a n t  Ind ian  s u m m e r  day, and  the grounds w e re  

r e a s o n a b ly  fu ll  of peop le . I  h ad  go tten  the w o rd  to a l l  m y h o u se  g u e s ts .

The big  b la c k  l im o u s in e  r o l le d  up fo r  the 37th t im e  th is  y e a r  I  

b e l ie v e ,  and  G ustavo Diaz O rd az  e m e rg e d  w ith  M rs .  Diaz O rd a z .  She 

w as b e a u tifu lly  d r e s s e d  in  a  p a s te l  su i t  t r im m e d  in 'f u r  a n d  a  f u r - t r i m m e d  

h a t .  And G ustavo  Diaz O rd az  I n e v e r  se e  w ithout r e m e m b e r in g  tha t  

c h a rm in g  h u m o ro u s  iStory he to ld  on h im se lf  a t  d in n er  in  M exico . He 

s a id  tha t  d u r in g  h is  c a m p a ig n  h is  opponent w as  accu s in g  h im  of be ing  

tw o -faced .  "Now I a s k  you” , he a n sw e re d ,  "If I h ad  two fa c e s ,  w ould 

I  w e a r  th is  o n e ? ”

It w as  a  tho rough ly  d is a rm in g  s to ry .  And c e r ta in ly  G ustavo  

D iaz O rd a z  is  by no m e a n s  h an d so m e .

S e v e ra l  things s e t  th is  S tate v is i t  a p a r t  f ro m  o th e r s .  One, a
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v e r y  r e a l  w a rm th  be tw een  our c o u n try  - -  b e tw een  our fa m ily  - -  and  

M ex ic o  - -  the big e m b ra z o s  in any  re c e iv in g  line ,  the f re q u e n t  b u r s t s  

of S pan ish  f ro m  g u e s ts ,  a r e  a  r e a l  m a rk .  And then the f i r s t  f a m ily  

b ro u g h t  a l l  of th e i r  c h i ld re n .  T h e i r  hand so m e b a c h e lo r  son, G ustavo , J r .  , 

th e i r  p r e t ty  d au g h te r  an d  h e r  L e b a n e se  husband , the Salim  N a s ta s ,  - -  

they  a r e  L y n d a 's  f a v o r i te s .  And young A lfredo  who is  ju s t  16.

And o u r  Lynda an d  Chuck - -  he a  gues t  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  a t  a  

S tate  d in n e r  - -  w e re  v e ry  m uch  a  p a r t  of the day.

It w as  a  fa m ily  a f fa i r .

A f te r  the w e lco m in g  sp e e c h e s  and  the b r ie f  g re e t in g s  in  the 

D ip lom atic  R ec ep tio n  Room , we d ro v e  w ith  them  to B la i r  H ouse  - - a  

v e r y  a b b re v ia te d  p a ra d e ,  w ith  the f la g s  snapping  b r i s k ly ,  la r g e  p i c tu r e s  

of the two P r e s id e n t s  on lam p  p o s ts ,  a  m o d e r a te - s i z e  c ro w d  of the 

c u r io u s  w aving and  c lapp ing . It s im p ly  i s n ' t  p o ss ib le  fo r  th is  town, 

so  s a t i a te d  w ith  C h ie fs  of State , som ew hat cyn ica l ,  to tu rn  out in  m a s s  

fo r  a  p a ra d e .  I r e m e m b e r e d  our  t r iu m p h a n t  p r o g r e s s  th ro u g h  th e  h u n d re d s  

of thousands  in  M exico  C ity . We c a n ' t  m a tc h  th em . So it  i s  w i s e r  no t 

to t ry .  I  s a id  to B e s s  an d  L iz ,  "It w ould  take Q ueen E l iz a b e th  new ly  

m a r r i e d  to the P o p e  to b r in g  out a  r e a l ly  big c row d  on the s t r e e t s  of 

W a s h in g to n ."

I t  w as  only ten  m in u te s  to B la i r  H ouse, and  th e re  P r e s id e n t  

Diaz O rd az  r e c e iv e d  the key. It i s  the l a s t  t im e  W alte r  T o b r in e r  w ill
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o ff ic ia te  a t  th is  c e re m o n y  I b e l iev e .  And we sa id  o u r  goodbyes, and  I 

w as  b a c k  a t  the 'White H ouse a  l i t t le  p a s t  1:00 an d  w ent up in to  the 

S o la r iu m  to have  lunch w ith  Lynda and  Chuck and  Tony and  M atianna .

I t  w as  m y  only r e a l  v i s i t  w ith  Tony and  M atianna , an d  we ta lk ed  about 

fa m ily  and I told them  who the o th e r  house  g u e s ts  w e re .  In f a c t  the 

o ld  house  i s  b u r s t in g  a t  its  s e a m s .  Tonight, the P e r r y  B a s s e s  an d  the 

Don T h o m a s ,  L a r r y  T e m p le  w ill  s h a re  the th i rd  f lo o r  w ith  the  Tony  

T a y lo r s .  And the B illy  B a ile y s  who have b een  h e re  fo r  s e v e r a l  n igh ts .

S om etim e du r in g  the a f te rn o o n  we got w o rd  th a t  Lyndon h ad  

in v ited  " C a n t in f la s ” to be o u r  h ouse  g u es t  - -  j u s t  say ing  "Y o u V e  got 

to  m a k e  ro o m " .  So we m oved  the W a r re n  W oodw ards (who a r e  so  c lo se  

we could) down to L u c i 's  room  and  put ’'C a n t in f la s ” in  the new  b e d ro o m .

A lice  B row n  had  the Q u een s ' Room and  G eorge  the L in co ln  Roomi, 

And house g u e s ts  kep t on d r if t in g  in du r in g  the day. I  m ad e  a s  m a n y  

c a l l s  a s  I could  du ring  the a f te rn o o n  to w elcom e them . And M a ri ly n  

h a s  h e r  r e g u la r  job of te l l in g  ev e ry b o d y  about how to o r d e r  b r e a k f a s t  

and  to get c a r s ,  to take a  qu ie t  to u r  of the house  if they  l ik e ,  send ing  

them  a  g u e s t  l i s t  w e ll  ah ead  of t im e , o r  hot tea  o r  so m e  r e f r e s h m e n t  

d u r in g  the a f te rn o o n .  M a r i ly n  a p p ro a c h e s  th is  duty w ith  a  f r e s h  de ligh t 

th a t  I l ik e .  T h i r ty  y e a r s  younger, i t ' s  ju s t  the s o r t  of job I  too w ould 

w ant.
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I had  a  b r ie f  r e s t a n d  w o rk ed  on the l i s t  som e m o re .  ' And 

then  a  l i t t le  p a s t  3:00 I had  in v ited  the Jacob  H e rs h e y s ,  m y  f r ie n d s  

of the M is s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  boat to tea , and  the F lee tw ood  R ic h a rd s  who 

h ad  co nduc ted  tha t  o n e -d a y  to u r  th rough  the old 10th D is t r i c t  to see  

g r a s s r o o t s  u rb a n  re n e w a l  and  T e x a s  r e s to r a t io n s .  And D r .  an d  

M r s .  E. T . X im e n e s  of San Antonio. H e 's  a  new R eg en t on the 

B o a rd  of the U n iv e r s i ty  - - a  s c h o o lm a te  of John's f ro m  F lo r e s v i l l e .

The L in co ln  Sitting Room w hich  u se d  to be the p r e s s  ro o m  up 

u n t i l  T h e o d o re  R o o s e v e l t 's  t im e  is  getting  to be m y  fa v o r i te  p la c e  fo r  

th e se  s m a l l  te a s  - -  cozy  a n d  in t im a te .  I ts  w a rm  c o lo r s  and  V ic to r ia n  

fu rn i tu r e  have b een  a  happy se t t in g  fo r  so m e  good ta lk s .

When th e re  is  a  S tate D inner , I t ry  to get the people  whom  I  

r e a l l y  w ant m o s t  to sh a re  som e tim e w ith  e i th e r  a s  house  g u e s ts  o r  

to com e fo r  tea  in  the a f te rn o o n  o r  coffee the next m o rn in g .  I  w an t 

the v i s i t  to m e a n  som eth ing  to them  and  to m e.

F lee tw o o d  to ld  m e  that the L o c k h a r t  ren o v a tio n  w as  going r ig h t  

a long . •

A t 4:00 I  c a l le d  a  guide to co m p le te  th e i r  u p s ta i r s  to u r  an d  

w en t out to J e a n  L ou is  fo r  a sham poo  and  se t.  It took so long th a t  i t  

w as  7 :00 and  I in  a  n e rv o u s  r u s h  by the tim e  I r e tu rn e d  to the W hite H o u se , 

in sp e c te d  the g ifts  and  r e a d  the in fo rm a tio n  abou t them , w en t o v e r  the 

g u e s t  l i s t  fo r  one l a s t  t im e , and  s lip p ed  into m y  long s le e v e d  w hite
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M o ll ie  P a r n i s  d r e s s ,  knowing a t  once tha t  i t  would be one of the  m o s t  

em in e n t ly  s a t i s f a c to ry  I had  e v e r  had.

A nd a  l i t t le  b i t  p a s t  8:00 we w e re  on the N o r th  P o r t i c o  g re e t in g  

the  P r e s id e n t  an d  M rs .  Diaz O rd az  who th is  t im e  w o re  a  b e a u t i fu l  pink 

chiffon, g l i t te r in g  with b e a d s .  I found m y se lf  w atch ing  fo r  ea c h  new 

ou tfit  she w o re  - -  a l l  of them e x t r e m e ly  fem in ine  and  p re t ty .  She 

s a id  they  w e re  a l l  m ad e  in M exico. I  would not c a l l  them  h igh  s ty le ,  

b u t v e r y  w om an ly . If they w e re  not "W om en W ear D a i ly 's "  cup of tea , 

they w ould c e r ta in ly  be "h u sb an d s" .

We w ent u p s t a i r s  w ith  the fam ily  - -  the N a s ta s  and  G ustavo  

an d  A lfred o , a l l  s m i le s .  H u b e r t  and  M u r ie l  w e re  th e re  and  V irg in ia  

a n d  Dean - -  V irg in ia  looking v e r y  p re t ty .  And th e re  w as a  v e r y  big 

e m b ra z o  w hen  T ony C a r r i l l o  F lo r e s  c a m e  in w ith  F anny  - -  one of the 

m o s t  p o p u la r  A m b a s sa d o rs  e v e r  to be in  this town I think. T he  M a rg a in s  

in  th e i r  v e r y  d if fe re n t  way. I l ike  a g r e a t  d ea l  a lso  - -  he i s  q u ie t  and 

in te l le c tu a l ,  does  not have T o n y 's  ebu ll ien ce  th a t  e m b r a c e s  the w o r ld .

B ut he is  v e r y  h igh  c a l ib e r .

O ur A m b a s s a d o r  to M exico  and  M rs .  F r e e m a n  w e re  te l l in g  m e 

abou t the ru in s  a t  C h ichen  I tza  w h ere  so m e  v e r y  sp e c ia l  ex cav a tio n s  

a r e  going on be tw een  now and  D e c e m b e r  15th. C ou ldn 't  I  c o m e ?  How 

I w ould  love to. I  th ink I s t a r t l e d  them  by saying  p e rh a p s  I cou ld  a f te r
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the 10th, fo r  I in tend  to d is a p p e a r  w hen  the wedding is  o v e r .

And Lynda and  C huck cam e  in. y. w as  aglow  to be in tro d u c in g  

them  a ro u n d .

W ith M rs .  D iaz O rdaz  o u r  c o n v e rsa t io n  is  m o s t ly  fam ily .

And th e r e  w as  p len ty  to ta lk  abou t - -  the w eddings and g ra n d c h i ld re n .

O ur gifts  inc luded  a n  IBM dictaphone with in s t ru c t io n s  in  

Span ish  w hich  I  m a n a g e d  to tu rn  on fo r  P r e s id e n t  D iaz  O rd az .  And 

a  s c ra p b o o k  w ith  p ic tu re s  of the playgroixnd equ ipm ent we u se  in  our 

p a r k s  and  sch o o l g rounds  tha t  M rs .  D iaz O rdaz h ad  sen t  u s  l a s t  M a rc h .  

And som e nedd lepo in t p illow s of our  S o u th w es te rn  w ild  f lo w e rs  - -  so 

m a n y  of them  na tiv e  a ls o  to th e i r  coun try .  And e s p e c ia l  a c c e n t  on the 

g if ts  fo r  the c h i ld re n  - -  c a m e r a ,  r a d io s ,  s t e r o  and a  b ig  "Smokey the 

B e a r "  teddy b e a r  fo r  th e i r  g randch ild .

T hey  had  b ro u g h t  us  a  p ic tu re  of a  l i t t le  boy p lay ing  w ith  a  toy.

The a r t i s t  I  d id n 't  know. It had  c h a rm  and  pa thos  and  a  q u a li ty  so m e w h e re  

b e tw e e n  p r im i t iv e  and  m o d ern .

And then we w e re  on o u r  w ay d o w n s ta ir s  f o r  the r e c e iv in g  line .

T h is  i s  the f i r s t  b ig  d in n e r  u s ing  both  ro o m s  - -  190 g u es ts  - -  we have 

had  in  a  long t im e .  And one of the m o s t  so u g h t-a f te r  gues t l i s t s .

The C ab inet w as w e ll  r e p re s e n te d .  B e s id e s  the R u sk s ,  th e re  

w e r e  the G a rd n e r s  and  the W e a v e rs .  And f ro m  the Senate , G eorge
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S m a th e rs  w ithout R o s e m a ry .  H e 's  a  g r e a t  t r a v e l e r  in  L a t in  A m e r ic a .

And M ike M a n s f ie ld .  M au reen  had  gotten  s ick  in the a f te rn o o n ,  and 

tha t  w as  w hen I h ad  c a l le d  D iana to take  her. p lace . And the Joe  M ontoyas  

f ro m  New M exico.

And the H ouse  w as  e s p e c ia l ly  w ell  r e p r e s e n te d  w ith  G onzalez 

and  R oyba l and  E lig io  de la  G a rz a  and  o th e rs  w hose  D is t r i c t s  had  

m a n y  J j ^ a t i n o s  like  the Dick W hites a s d  and the C hick  K azens  and  the 

John  Youngs.

T h e  new S o lic i to r  G e n e ra l ,  E rw in  G r isw o ld ,w as  th e re  fo r  the f i r s t  

t im e  w ith  h is  wife in  a  w h e e lc h a ir .

A nd i t  w as  in te re s t in g  to see  P r i c e  D aniel of T e x a s  w alk ing  

r ig h t  next to A llan  S h iv e rs .  l  am  s u re  m any  feuds a r e  t e m p o ra r i ly  

put a s id e  fo r  the evening.

T h e re  w e re  old  f r ie n d s  - -  Tom  and  N ancy M ann — big  e m b r a z o s  

a l l  a ro u n d .  And R aym ond  T e l le s  who had w e lco m ed  us to E l  P a s o  a s  

i t s  M ay o r  in  the '60  cam p a ig n . And Tom  C o rc o ra n .  At the l a s t  m inu te  

w h e n  som eone  h a d  d ro p p ed  out,, we h a d  a sk e d  h im  to b r in g  M a r g a r e t  

Jo se p h in e .  And J im  F a r l e y  w hose  i n t e r e s t s  w ith  C o c a -C o la  give h im  

a  t ie  w ith  the whole w ide w orld .

And f ro m  the s taff, the Doug C a te r s  an d  Walt R o s to w s. And 

B e tty  F u r n e s s  w ith  h e r  new husband . And I w as so g lad  th a t  w e w e re  

ab le  to add  the B u r l  S tu g ard s  a t  the l a s t  m inu te .  My c o r re s p o n d e n c e  o f f ic e
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I
i s  som ehow  n e v e r  quite  a s  c lo se  to m e a s  L iz 's ,  B e s s e s  and  A sh to n 's ,

And th a t  is  a  la c k  in  a d m in is t r a t io n  on m y  p a r t .

T he a r t s  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t  w e re  v e ry  w e ll  r e p r e s e n te d  w ith  

to w erin g  R ene d 'H a rn o n c o u r t  of the M useum  of M odern  A r t ,  and  P o l ly  

B e rg e n  w ith  h e r  husband . J o s e  L im on  an d  M rs .  V icente  M innelli  - -  w h o se  

b e au tifu l  je w e ls  a t t r a c t e d  the p r e s s  to no end. The R ic a rd o  M on ta lb an s .  

And a c t r e s s  E l la  R a in e s  w ith h e r  h u sb an d  Colonel R obin  O lds , c o lo r fu l  

w a r  h e ro ,  m in u s  h is  w e s te rn  d e s p e ra d o  m u s ta c h e .  W r i te r ,  K a th e r in e  

Anne P o r t e r .  And s ta r  of y e s te rd a y ,  a  g la m o ro u s  h o s te s s  of today,

M e r l e  O beron  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d  B runo  P a g l ia i .  Lynda sp en t  m u c h  of 

the evening  w ith  them .

M rs .  M e r r iw e a th e r  P o s t ' s  lov e ly  d au g h te r  Dina M e r r i l l  looking 

v e r y  happy w ith  h e r  new husband. C liff  R o b e r tso n .

B ut the s t a r  of the evening w as  "C a n tin f la s" .  And I loved  w hat 

Lyndon sa id  about h im  in  h is  to a s t  - -  tha t h is  p o p u la r i ty  w as  su ch  th a t  

if  he  w e re  to ru n  fo r  public  office in  e i th e r  coun try ,  he m ig h t  r e t i r e  

both  of us  to p r iv a te  l ife .  It i s  o u r  good fo r tu n e  that "C an tin f la s"  

p r e f e r s  to m ak e  fun of P r e s id e n t s  r a t h e r  than ru n  a g a in s t  them . Oddly,

I  n e v e r  saw  him  in  the re c e iv in g  line . L a te r  in the G re e n  Room  he 

c a m e  up to u s ,  e m b ra c e d  Lyndon, a n d  we had  a happy l i t t le  ta lk  an d  

I n e v e r  saw  h im  a g a in  - -  o u r  phantom  h ouse  gues t in 324.
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T h e re  w e re  old  f r ie n d s  - -  C. R. Sm ith  and  M a rl in  SanHn. And 

of c o u r s e  the c lo s e s t  of a l l ,  those  who a r e  our h ouse  g u e s ts .

When we h ad  g re e te d  the  190 g u e s ts  I took the P r e s id e n t  of 

M e x ic o  in to  the B lue  Room w h e re  ^ v a  G a rd n e r  who sp eak s  Spanish  

s a t  on h is  r ig h t .  And nex t one of the m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  s tag e  f ig u re s  

e v e r  to e n te r ta in  u s  h e r e  in the White H ouse - -  Jo se  L im on  - -  who 

danced  the M o o rs  P iv o n  fo r  the King of M orocco . He i s  a t  l e a s t  m y  

age , an d  th a t  m u s t  be so m eth in g  of a  phenom enon  to dance  w ith  the 

 ̂ . p o w er  an d  sk i l l  an d  b e a u ty  that he does  in the m idd le  5 0 's .  N ext

r*"' w as  K a th e r in e  Anne P o r t e r  who looked  r e a l ly  v e r y  f r a i l  - -  w hite  h a i r ,
I, ; ■'

v e r y  w hite  sk in , v e r y  p a s te l  even ing  gown — quite  unlike you w ould 

ex p ec t  a s  the a u th o r  of "Ship of F o o ls"  w hich  w as  to m e  an  often  

c r u e l ,  cy n ica l ,  h o p e le s s  s o r t  of book. She se e m e d  to be v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  

in  ev e ry th in g ,  but a  v e r y  l im i te d  v i ta l i ty .  And r ig h t  a f t e r  d in n e r  she  c a m e  

u p  to m e ,  ap o lo g ized  and  le f t.  Next to h e r  w as C. R. Sm ith  f o r  whom 

I have  the g r e a t e s t  fo n d n ess .  And b e tw een  h im  an d  M rs .  Sheldon sa t  

Honey B e r l in  who looks  no o ld e r  than w hen I f i r s t  m e t  h e r .  It m u s t  

h av e  b een  m o re  than  20 y e a r s  ago  - -  one of the m o s t  w a rm ,  fem in in e ,  

glowing peop le  I know.

 ̂ Tony C a r r i l l o  F lo r e s  sa t  on m y  le f t  which m ade m y  evening . I

'  b e l iev e  s o m e  day  he w ill  be P r e s id e n t  of M ex ic o .  And then  M rs .  M ontoya-
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not tha t we n eed  a  S p a n ish -sp e a k in g  p e r s o n  next to h im . He can  c o m m u n ic a te  

in  E n g l ish  quite  a s  w e ll  a s  in  Spanish . And h e 's  the s o r t  of p e r s o n  who 

d o e s n 't  r e a l ly  n e e d  a  language  to co m m u n ica te .

It w as  a good tab le , a  l iv e ly  evening - -  a  b r i l l i a n t  g u es t  l is t , . ,  

g lam  o ro u s  w om en, and  l a t e r  loud an d  l iv e ly  and s u c c e s s fu l  e n te r ta in m e n t .

L yn d o n 's  to a s t  w as  h u m o ro u s  and  fu ll  of w a rm th .  And he  spoke 

of so m eth in g  th a t  i s  one of the. r e a l  p lu se s  of th is  decade  to m e  - - o f  the 

d ev e lo p m en t in M exico  in  Chiipinga p a r t ly  f inanced  by the R o c k e fe l le r  

F o u n d a tio n  of a  r e m a r k a b le  new s t r a in  of w hea t w hich can  p ro d u ce  m o re  

than tw ice  the c ro p  f ro m  the sam e  am oun t of land  and  w hich  b e s t  of a l l  

the  M ex ican s  a r e  exporting  to u n d e rd ev e lo p ed  c o u n tr ie s  - -  P a k is ta n  an d  

India  - -  an d  now being  te s te d  fo r  T u rk e y  and  I r a n  and  A fghan istan .

T h e y 'v e  concluded  s o m e  of the l a r g e s t  in te rn a t io n a l  s a le s  of s eed  

w h ea t  e v e r  in  any  co u n try .  And so plague^as th is  e r a  is  w ith  w a r s  and  

f r u s t r a t i o n s  we do m ake  som e s te p s  fo rw a rd .

A las ,  P r e s id e n t  D iaz  O rd a z ' sp eech  w as m uch  too long - -  25 m in u te s .

T he  "S tro l l in g  S tr in g s"  added  th e i r  own s p e c ia l  l if t  and  s p i r i t  to 

the evening. T h ey  p lay ed  am ong  o th e r  th ings, "SiMy-T-aiiaga" and  the 

" M e x ic a n  H at D ance" .

We had  coffee and  l iq u e u rs  in  the Red Room , and  I in tro d u c e d  as  

■v, r m a n y  of the a f t e r - d in n e r  g u e s ts  - -  e s p e c ia l ly  the p r e s s  la d ie s  - -  to the

P r e s i d e n t  o r  M rs .  Diaz O rd az  a s  I could. I a lw ays  t r y  e s p e c ia l ly  to
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in t ro d u c e  the m e m b e r s  of our own s ta f f  when we w e re  w ith in  h a i l in g  

d is ta n c e  of them .

And then  we w ent in to h e a r  H e rb  A lp e r t  and  the T ia ju a n a  B r a s s .

W ith  h is  big s m ile  I  cou ld  te l l  i t  w as  an  e s p e c ia l  fa v o r i te  w ith  o u r  fe llow .

I th ink  i t ' s  one of the m o s t  p o p u la r  e n te r ta in m e n ts  we have e v e r  had.

And th e r e  w as  m u c h  fo o t- tap p in g  and  th a t  e le c t r i c  r ip p le  of r e s p o n s e  to  

the a u d ien ce .  Lynda had in tro d u ce d  them with a de ligh tfu l g i r l i s h  

l i t t l e  sp eech .

T o  m e  one of the m o s t  in te re s t in g  m o m e n ts  of the even ing  w as 

w hen  P r e s id e n t  Diaz O rdaz  spoke of h is  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  Lopez  M ate o s ,  

who now l ie s  in  a  c o m m a  h o p e le s s ly  ill .  He h as  n e v e r  m en tio n ed  him  

b e fo re  in  o u r  p r e s e n c e  on any  of our o th e r  v i s i t s .  T h e re  i s  so m e th in g  

b e tw een  them  - -  I do not know w hat i t  i s .  But now a t  d e a th 's  d o o r ,  i t  

no lo n g e r  m a t t e r s .

He h a s  b een  ta lk ing  of the w r i t e r  B e a tr a v e n  w hose id e n t i ty  is  

a  m y s te r y .  And y e s ,  h e ,  Diaz O rd az ,  didkr»w the s to ry  — th a t  th is  

m y s te r io u s  w r i t e r  m ig h t indeed  have b een  Lopez M ateos  h im s e l f  o r  

p e rh a p s  h is  s i s t e r ,  who a c tu a l ly  w as l i s t e d  a s  h is  agen t.  She d ied , a n d  w ith  

i t  the w o rk s  of B e a tr a v e n  c e a s e d  to r e a c h  the m a rk e t .

One of the h igh  m o m e n ts  of the  evening to m e  w as w hen  H e rb  A l p e r t  

b ro k e  in to  the w ild , tu lm u ltuous  " Z o rb a  the G r e e k ,  "

I
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When the e n te r ta in m e n t  w as  o v er  the P r e s id e n t  and  M r s .  Diaz O rd a z  

m a d e  th e i r  w ay r a t h e r  qu ick ly  to th e ir  l im o u s in e .  We a c c o m p a n ie d  them  

to  the door.

And then b ack  in s id e  I spen t a  few  m in u te s  seek ing  out f r ie n d s  

and  ch a t t in g  w ith  them  . And by 12:30 w as u p s ta i r s  m y se lf ,  having  

s e n t  w o rd  to a l l  o u r  house  g u es ts  - -  the P e r r y  B a s s e s  and the B il ly  

B a ile y s  a n d  the Don T h o m a s  and  the Tony T a y lo r s  and  G eorge  an d  A lice 

and  Woody and  M ary  E l le n  - - t o  m e e t  u s  on the second  f lo o r  fo r  a  n ig h t-c a p .  

And h e r e  a l a s  i s  w h e re  I get D- as  a  h o s t e s s —  I fo rg o t  " C a n t in f la s " .

I  r e a l l y  th ink  he  would be g ra te fu l  fo r  m y  fo rg e t t in g ,  so m aybe it  w as  

p a r t ly  F re u d ia n .  B ut a t  an y  r a t e  I sh o u ld n 't  have done it.

We ta lk e d  of the d in n e r  of T e x a s ,  of things s e r io u s  and  light.

I  r e m e m b e r  a t  one po in t Lyndon w as  exp la in ing  som eth ing  abou t the 

bom bing  in  N orth  V ie t-N am , and  he sa id ,  "We keep  600, 000 m e n  b u s ily  

r e p a i r in g  w h a t  o u r  400 b o m b e rs  have taken  out. T h a t is  a  good t r a d e .  "

He h as  a  ta le n t  f o r  putting  co m p lic a te d  th ings  in to  a  s im p le  

se n te n c e .  I  only w ish  he r e a c h e d  the 200 m il l io n  of them  w ith  th o se  

s im p le  v iv id  p ic tu re s .  We do so m any  things w e ll  in  th is  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  

but a s  p ro p a g a n d is ts  I c a n ' t  give us  the h ig h es t  ra t in g .

We s a id  goodnight to our h ouse  g u es ts  a t  a  q u a r t e r  of two. I t  

w as  a  q u a r t e r  of th re e  b e fo re  Lyndon la id  down the l a s t  of h is  n igh t 

r e a d in g  an d  tu rn e d  off the light.
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