
c  .
MEMORANDUM

THE. WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, N o v em b er  5, 1967 P a g e  1

It w as  r e m a rk a b le  fo r  having a l l  of o u r  fam ily  w ith u s .

We w en t to the 11:00 s e rv ic e  a t  N ational C ity  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rch  - -  

L u c i  and  P a t .  T hey  a r e  so qu ick  to w ant to go w ith  Lyndon w h e r e v e r  

he  w an ts  to go, though they s i t  s tif f ly  and  not p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  song o r  

p r a y e r  o r  c o m m u n io n .  And Lynda and Chuck an d  Lyndon an d  I.

I t ' s  got so  of a l l  th ings tha t I a p p ro a c h  c h u rc h  w ith  a  s o r t  of 

"Crepitation.

■ D r.  G eorge  D avis  who is  o u r  good and  devoted  f r ie n d ,  whom I 

r e a l l y  love, is  so l ik e ly  to lau n ch  in to  a h e a te d  de fen se  of the A d m in is tra t io n 's  

p o licy  in  V ie t-N a m , o r  a  sca th in g  d e s c r ip t io n  of the h ip p ie s .  Of c o u r s e  

i t ' s  v a s t ly  m o re  p le a s a n t  i f  the p r e a c h e r  m u s t  ta lk  p o li t ic s  if  he i s  on 

o u r  s id e .  E v en  so  we s i t  th e re  r iv e te d  w ith  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  ev en  w hen 

we a g r e e  an d  a r e  g ra te fu l .  And i t ' s  a  g r e a t  r e l ie f  when we find  a m i n i s t e r  

who does s t ic k  to the B ib le .

T h is  t im e  D r. G eo rg e  D avis  " touched  them  up" a s  Lyndon w ould 

say , bu t m ild ly ,  and  we got out w ithout h ead lin es  I think, an d  p a u se d  on 

o u r  w ay  down those  h igh  s tep s  so the c a m e r a s  could ge t a  p ic tu re .  Six 

o f  u s  to g e th e r  i s  new s. Arid then  w e d ro v e  on to Abe and  C a ro l  F o r t a s '  

h o u se .  . Abe had  b een  te ll ing  u s  abou t the bubble over  th e i r  sw im m in g  

pool.
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It w as  a g lo r io u s ,  golden, sunsh iny  day, though s h a rp ly  co ld  - -  

the f i r s t  b r e a th  of w in te r .

Abe and  C a ro l  w e re  both  in  the b a c k  y a rd  in  g a rd en in g  c lo th e s ,  

and we ex am in ed  the c le a r  p la s t ic  bubble that c o v e r s  the pool m ak in g  i t  

f e e l  l ik e  a  T u rk is h  ba th  on the in s id e .  And I told them  tha t  if  i t  only 

h ad  a  c a t ' s  face  an d  w h is k e rs  on one end  an d  a  ta i l  on the o th e r ,  i t  w ould 

be  ju s t  l ike  the ca t  in  A lice  and  W onderland .

C a ro l  h a s  h e r  g a rd en  and  Abe h a s  h is  f idd le , and  they  a r e  both 

w o n d e rfu l  th e ra p y .  It is  such  e a s y  fun to be w ith  them . We sp e n t  a  

p le a s a n t  h o u r .  C a r o l 's  m o th e r  w as  th e r e  f ro m  the r e s t h o m e ,  and  a  

couple  who h a d  ju s t  b e e n  sa il in g  in the A gean.

And then  we w en t b ack  to the  W hite H ouse, and  lo and  beho ld  the 

s ev en  of u s  s a t  down to  lunch, ju s t  us  - -  no o th e r  com pany. The sev en th  

w as  l i t t le  Lyn who w as  in h is  s t r o l l e r  r ig h t  by  Lyndon.

Lyndon h a d  ju s t  f in ish e d  d isc o v e r in g  L y n 's  f i r s t  too th  - -  a  s h a rp  

l i t t l e  s e e d  p e a r l ,  but c l e a r ly  cu t th rough  the gum. And now he o f fe rs  

h is  f in g e r  a t  e v e r y  o p p ortun ity  and  Lyn chew s away.

L u c i d e l iv e re d  the b le s s in g ,  and  I had that p le a s a n t ly  p r o p r i e t a r y  

fee lin g  th a t  any  w o m an  m u s t  have  when she looks  a ro u n d  the tab le  a t  h e r  

whole fam ily .

T ro u b le s  have b e s ie g e d  us  th is  y e a r  and  m ounting c r e s c e n d o  a f te r  

the b r ie f  w e e k  of e u p h o r ia  in Ju ly  a ro u n d  G la ssb o ro  t im e .
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D uring  S e p te m b e r  an d  O c to b er  th e re  s e e m s  to have been  a 

v a r ie d a b le  p ro p ag an d a  w a r  w hich we canno t s te m . But one thing - -  

w ith in  our  own fa m ily  c i r c l e ,  thank  God, i t ' s  been  good and  s t ro n g  

and  happy. A ll sev en  of us  hea lthy , a l l  seven  of us  loving.

Lyndon  lay ed  down fo r  a  nap a f t e r  lunch, an d  I w ent to the 

sw im m in g  pool fo r  th i r ty  la p s .  He c a n ' t  go with m e w ith  h is  c a n c e r  

thing not ye t h e a le d  on h is  foot.

B ack  u p s ta i r s  I r e c o rd e d  w hile  he had  a  long ta lk  w ith  Luc i 

an d  P a t .  It m  ean s  so m u ch  to L uc i.  She has  an  e x t r a o rd in a r i ly  

g ro w n -u p  w ay  of say ing  to m e ,  "M o th er ,  you ju s t  d o n 't  know w hat 

i t  d id  fo r  P a t  to have  Daddy ta lk  to - -  to put confidence in  h im  a n d  to 

a s k  h im  q u e s t io n s ,  b e c a u se  if we a r e  going to have a  happy life  to g e th e r  

M o th e r ,  P a t ' s  got to l ike  h is  w o rk  and  th ink h e ' s  giving so m e th in g .  "

P a t  caugh t caugh t a p lane  b ack  to A ustin  about 6:30. I  w as  

having a  qu ick  ru b  when I s a id  goodbye to h im .

And then we had  d in n er  g u e s ts .  D r. R ansom  h a d  co m e  up f ro m  

the U n iv e r s i ty  fo r  our  m e e t in g  to m o rro w , and  he w as  our h o u se  g u es t .  

A nd I  had  a s k e d  the R ostow s and  the John M acys an d  M ary  and  B uzz  

to have  d in n e r  w ith  u s .  And a ls o  Lynda and  Chuck.

It w as  co ld  enough fo r  the f i r s t  f i r e  of the se a so n  - -  a lw ay s  a  s o r t  

of a  r i tu a l  fo r  m e . So we had  o u r  d r in k s  in the Yellow R oom . I t ' s  a lw ay s  

a  c le a n  p le a s u re  to l if t  m y  ey es  and  look out on the view  of the
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W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t and the J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r ia l .

My p u rp o se  w as  r a th e r  vague and  m uddled . I w an ted  to expose  

John M acy and  W alt R ostow  to Dr. R ansom  and  them  to him* and  w ith  

B uzz  a s  a  s o r t  of a  c a ta ly s t ,  to ta lk  and  exp lo re  an d  p ro je c t  abou t the 

L ib r a r y  and  the School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e .

My f i r s t  cho ice  - -  now and  fo r  a  long tim e - -  h a s  b e e n  W alt 

R ostow  to  h e a d  th a t  school, though I h a v e n 't  the shartter of an  id e a  tha t 

he w ould  a c c e p t  it,  an d  I would not w ant h im  to leav e  us  u n t i l  the day 

we w a lk  out of h e r e .  But tha t m a y  be only 14 m on ths  f ro m  now. And . 

the schoo l w ill  a c tu a l ly  open in  a  l i t t le  m o re  than Z y e a r s .

One th ing we did ac c o m p lish ,  an d  tha t w as  the c o n c e n t ra te d  

a t te n t io n  of Lyndon on the L ib r a r y  and  the School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e  

fo r  one w hole evening . We ta lk ed  of s a l a r i e s  and  c o u r s e s ,  w hat s o r t  

of young m e n  a n d  w om en  we hoped to tu rn  out a n d  re a d y  fo r  w hat jo b s .

And w e ta lk e d  of the m e n  to h e a d  it. W ilbur Cohen w as m e n t io n e d  by 

Lyndon who thought v e r y  w ell  of h im . E ls p e th  d id n 't .  We m a d e  a  

b r e a k f a s t  da te  fo r  h im  and the C h a n c e l lo r .  We ta lk ed  of H a r r y  M c P h e rs o n .  

W e co u ld n 't  s p a r e  h im . Of Tom  Mann - - h e  w ou ldn 't  le a v e  the job h e ' s  

got. Nobody e v e r  s a id  to W alt how m uch  we would like to have h im .

W ith o u t  the s l ig h te s t  a u th o r i ty  to o ffe r  i t ,  s o m e tim e  l a m  going to a s k  

h im .
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B u z z 's  r e p o r t s  leav e  m e m o re  and m o re  d i s t r e s s e d  abou t 

D re x le r  an d  the s ta tu s  of o u r  exh ib it  planning.

B ut D r. R an so m  h e a r te n e d  m e  im m e a s u ra b ly  when he s a id  in 

a n  a s id e  to m e  in  a  qu ie t  m o m e n t  th a t  h e  would be ab le  to o ffe r  a 

c o n su lta n tsh ip  to D r .  G r o v e r .  I  a s k e d  h im  if  we cou ld  g e t  to g e th e r  

abou t 15 m in u te s  b e fo re  the m e e tin g  to m o rro w  - -  we would.

L y n d o n 's  i n t e r e s t  in  th is  p ro je c t  fa l ls  l ik e  r a in  on the p low ed 

f ie ld .  It w ould do v a s t ly  b e t t e r  if  he could  push it ,  l ive  w ith  i t  day  and  

nigh t,  teach  in it .  I  r e m e m b e r  M cG eorge  B undy 's  laughing  s ta te m e n t  

on tha t  A rm  i s t i c e  Day of '65 w hen we m e t  a t  the R anch  and  som e s ix  

o r  e igh t of u s  sp en t  th re e  o r  fou r  h o u rs  in  the l i t t le  house  w h e re  Lyndon  

w as  b o rn .  M a c  h ad  sa id ,  " I  know the v e r y  p e r s o n  fo r  the job. B u t 

r ig h t  now he is  o th e rw ise  em ployed . " No, Lyndon would n e v e r  r e a l ly  

b e  the r ig h t  one to h ead  i t .  But w hat a c a ta ly s t  he w ould be an d  w hat a 

s a le s m a n .

T he evening w as  w o rth  i t  ju s t  fo r  the fun. But I th ink  in  so m e  

nebu lous  w ay  we d id  p lan t som e se e d  - -  pushed  the L ib r a r y  and  the 

schoo l a  l i t t le  b i t  f a r th e r  to w ard  a  r e a l i ty  of ex ce l len ce .

It h ad  b e e n  a  p le a s a n t  o a s is  s o r t  of a day and  re a so n a b le  h o u rs ,  

though Yuki h a s  w aked  us  up a t  7:00 w ith  h is  tre m e n d o u s  b a rk in g ,  and  

Lyndon had  k ep t on t ry in g  to send  m e in  to get the baby un ti l  f in a l ly  a t
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8:30 I did b r in g  him  in  ju s t  to lie  on the bed  by  Lyndon a s  we both 

r e a d  the Sunday p a p e r s .

And we w e re  b a c k  in  bed  and  re a d y  fo r  s le e p  by  m idn igh t.
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