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I p r o m i s e d  m y s e l f  I  w ou ld  do a l m o s t  no th ing  a f t e r  the  

O c to b e r  2 4 th  d a te  a t  S o u th w e s te r n  U n iv e r s i ty  e x c e p t  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  

a n d  en jo y  L y n d a  B i r d ' s  w e d d in g  p la n s .  A nd th e n  a lo n g  c o m e s  a  

d a y  l ik e  N o v e m b e r  8 th . It w a s  a l r e a d y  fu l l  enough  w h e n  m y  d e a r  

h u s b a n d  s u d d e n ly  a d d e d  a  f e m a le  e x t r a v a g a n z a  - - a  b i l l  s ig n in g  

a t  11:00.

T h e  d ay  b e g a n  e a r l y  fo r  m e .  I  w o rk e d  a t  the, d e s k  w ith  

A sh to n  a n d  on  the  a g e n d a  f o r  the  m e e t in g  of the C o m m it te e  f o r  the  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the  W hite  H o u se  an d  w en t d o w n s ta i r s  w ith  M a r y  

K a l tm a n .  I t r i e d  to m e m o r i z e  a l l  the  c h in a  w h ic h  I  n e e d  to t a lk  a b o u t .

A nd th en  a t  11:00 th is  m o s t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b i l l  s ig n in g  to o k  

p la c e .  I t s  p u r p o s e  w a s  to en d  the in e q u i t i e s  b e tw e e n  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

in  the  a r m  ed  s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  35, 000 w o m e n  in  th e  WAGS, 

W A V S, W AFS, a n d  w o m e n  M a r in e s .  A th o u sa n d  of th em  a r e  a c tu a l ly  

on  du ty  in  V ie t -N a m  now . V e ry  few  e v e r  h a d  th e  c h a n c e  to  r i s e  a b o v e  

the  r a n k  a n d  p ay  of M a jo r  a n d  no c h a n c e  a t  a l l  o f b e in g  p r o m o t e d  

b e y o n d  C o lo n e l .  T h i s  b i l l  d o e s n ' t  c r e a t e  an y  f e m a le  G e n e r a l s  o r  

A d m i r a l s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  open  the  d o o r .

It  w a s  q u i te  a  show .

We h a d  w a lk e d  in to  the  E a s t  R oom  b e tw e e n  a  c o r d o n  of 50 w o m e n  

f r o m  a l l  b r a n c h e s  of the  A r m e d  S e r v ic e s .  In the  p la c e  t r a d i t i o n a l ly  

r e s e r v e d  f o r  the M a r in e  b an d  - -  s o m e t im e  I th in k  they  ough t to h a v e
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p a l a t e s  a n d  s a n d w ic h e s ,  th e y  s t a y  t h e r e  so m u c h  of the  t im e  - -  th e r e  

w a s  a n  a l l - w o m e n  b a n d  f r o m  the W A C 's  c e n t e r  a t  F o r t  M c C le l la n ,

A la b a m a ,

In s id e  the  E a s t  R oom  th e re  w a s  an  u n u s u a l ly  l a r g e  b a t t e r y  of 

c a m e r a m e n  fa c in g  the  p o d iu m . And b e h in d  i t  a n  h o n o r  g u a r d  - -  a l l  

w o m e n  - -  one f r o m  e a c h  s e r v i c e ,  s ta n d in g  b e s id e  the  f l a g s .  T h is  

h a d  b e e n  C a p ta in  R o b b 's  c h o r e  - -  to s e t  up  th e  h o n o r  g u a rd .  H e h a d  

fo u n d  to h i s  d i s m a y  th a t  the f la g s  w e r e  s im p ly  too h e a v y  f o r  the  l a d ie s  

a n d  th is  w a s  the  b r ig h t  w ay  he  w o r k e d  i t  out.

O v e ta  C u lp  H obby  w a s  b e s id e  m e  on  the  f r o n t  ro w  lo o k in g  v e r y  

s m a s h in g  in  a n  e le g a n t  d a r k  s u i t  a n d  a  b ig  m in k  h a t .  S e n a to r  S m i th  

b e h in d  u s  w i th  a  f lo w e r  in  h e r  l a p e l .  And m o s t  of th e  w o m e n  m e m b e r s  

o f  C o n g r e s s .  A nd a  m a j o r i t y  of the 50 c iv i l i a n  m e m b e r s  of th e  " D a ^ o w i t s " .  

B e h in d  m e  g ro u p e d  t o g e th e r  w e r e  50 of the  w o m e n  w ho h a d  s e r v e d  in  

V ie t - N a m .

I t  w a s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  m o rn in g ,  an d  i t  e n la r g e d  m y  u n d e r s t a n d in g  

o f w h a t  w o m e n  a r e  do ing  in  th is  c o u n try .

W hen L y n d o n  f in i s h e d  s p e a k in g ,  he  gave  the  f i r s t  p e n  to O v e ta  

a n d  then  p a s s e d  th em  ou t to a  lo t  of the  w o m en . A nd then  to m y  

a m a z e m e n t  h e  gav e  one  - -  m o s t  u n d e s e r v e d  - -  to m e .
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T h e  r e a l l y  m o s t  to u ch in g  p a r t  of the  day  w a s  w h en  he  p r e s e n t e d  

the  B r o n z e  S ta r  M ed a l  to M a jo r  M a r ie  R o d g e r s  of the U. S. A r m y  

N u r s e  C o r p s  f o r  d i s t in g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  in  V ie t -N a m .

She w a s  a  f in e  lo o k in g  N e g ro  w o m an , a n d  so m  ehow  th a t  s t r u c k  

j u s t  the  r ig h t  n o te .

A nd  th e n  the  L e g io n  of M e r i t  to  C o lo n e l  E th e l  H e ff le y  f o r  h e r  

w o r k  in  h o s p i t a l s  in  J a p a n  an d  O k in aw a.

A nd  th e n  w e a l l  f i l e d  in to  the  B lue  R oom  fo r  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e .

A nd  th en  in to  th e  S ta te  D in ing  R oom  w h e r e  th is  t im e  a  m a le  c h o r u s  

s a n g  s u c h  so n g s  a s  " T h e r e  i s  N oth ing  L ike  a  D a m e " .  ^

L y n d o n  m a d e  a  b r i e f  p a s s a g e  th ro u g h  the  ro o m  a n d  w a s  gone , 

a n d  I found  m y s e l f  s u r r o u n d e d  by  th e s e  young g i r l s  who h a d  l i n e d  the  

h a l lw a y .  T h e y  a l a s  - -  th e y  a lo n e  - -  h a d  n o t  c o m e  th r o u g h  the r e c e i v i n g  

l i n e .  T h e y  s a id ,  " Is  y o u r  h u s b a n d  s t i l l  h e r e ? "  "Do you th in k  he w i l l  

c o m e  b a c k ? "  So I  d id  m y  b e s t  to be  a  s u b s t i tu te ,  w e lc o m in g  e v e r y o n e  

of th em  I c o u ld  f in d  a n d  s ig n in g  a u to g r a p h s .  B u t I  h a d  to  s l ip  a w a y  

e a r l y  f o r  the s e c o n d  im p o r t a n t  e v e n t  o f  the day  - -  the  m e e t in g  of the 

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  the  P r e s e r v a t i o n  of the W hite  H o u se .

U p s t a i r s  in  the  Y e llow  R oom  th ey  w e r e  h av in g  s h e r r y  w a i t in g

f o r m e ----- J im  F o s b u r g ,  M r s .  M a r s h a l l  F ie ld ,  A l ic e  B ro w n  (she  h a d

s p e n t  the  n ig h t  w ith  m e ) ,  a n d  S e n a to r  B i l l  B en ton , j u s t  b a c k  f r o m  P a r i s ^
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G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  a n d  Jo h n n ie  W a lk e r ,  B i l l  W alton  of the  F in e  A r t s  

C o m m is s io n ,  the i r r e p l a c e a b l e  M r .  W es t ,  N a sh  a n d  L,iz a n d  J a n e  

E n g e lh a r d .

I  b e g a n  w ith  s o m e  s a d  n e w s .  M r .  D u P o n t h a d  e x p e c te d  to be  

w ith  u s .  J u s t  th i s  m o r n in g  w e h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  c a l l  f r o m  h is  s e c r e t a r y  

th a t  M r s .  D u P o n t  w ho h a d  fo r  a  long  t im e  b e e n  i l l  h a d  d ie d  the  n ig h t  

b e f o r e .

I  lo o k  u p o n  h im  w ith  a  c u r io u s  m ix tu r e  o f  aw e  an d  g r a t i tu d e  

a n d  a f f e c t io n  - -  w h ic h  b e c a u s e  of h is  a g e  an d  e m in e n c e  I ’l l  f o r e v e r  

b e  u n a b le  to r e a l l y  e x p r e s s  to h im ,

B r u c e  Karten i s  s t i l l  i l l  a n d  c o u ld  no t be  w ith  u s  b u t  h a d  a n s w e r e d  

th a t  h e  h o p e s  to  c o m e  to the n e x t  m e e t in g .

J im  K e tch u m  - -  m u c h  m i s s e d  - - i s  off m a k in g  a  s p e e c h ,  a n d  

D il lo n  R ip le y  is  in  E u r o p e .  O th e r w is e  e v e ry b o d y  w a s  v e r y  a r t i c u l a t e l y  

p r e s e n t .

I  w e lc o m e d  J a n e  E n g e lh a r d  to the  m e e t in g  a n d  e x p la in e d  h e r  

p r e s e n c e  - -  I  h o p e  d e l i c a t e l y  - -  to the  o th e r  m e m b e r s  by  q u o tin g  f r o m  

the  P r e s i d e n t i a l  O r d e r  w h ic h  s e t  up  th is  c o m m i t t e e  th a t  i t  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  

to  in v i te  in d iv id u a ls  who a r e  d i s t in g u is h e d  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the  f ine  a r t s  

to  a t t e n d  i t s  m e e t in g s  o r  o th e r w is e  to a s s i s t  in  c a r r y i n g  ou t i t s  fu n c t io n s .
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I  to ld  the  m e m b e r s  of the  e x q u is i te  C h r i s t m a s  c r e c h e  th a t  we 

w i l l  a l l  s e e  n e x t  m o n th  th a t  J a n e  h a s  g iven . A nd  th e n  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g  

w ho i s  r e a l l y  the  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  d e s c r i b e d  the  new  v i s i t o r  

s e r v i c e s  w e p la n  - -  a n  e x te n s io n  of the  s p e a k e r  s y s te m  a lo n g  the  

f e n c e  w h e r e  the  l in e  w a i t s  - -  a  new  ex h ib i t ,  " C h r i s t m a s  a t  the 

W h i te  H o u se "  to b e  in  the  E a s t  c o lo n n a d e .  A nd w e p a s s e d  ou t l i s t s  of . 

the  im p o r t a n t  d o n a t io n s  to  the W hite  H o u se  c o l le c t io n s  s in c e  o u r  l a s t  

m e e t in g .  A nd  G e o rg e  d e s c r i b e d  the n ew  d r a p e s  in  the  S ta te  D in ing  

R o o m  a n d  the  m a in  lobby , p a id  f o r  b y  the  W hite  H o u se  H i s t o r i c a l  

A s s o c ia t io n .  T h e n  a b o u t  the  p r o p o s e d  a c q u i s i t io n  of l e t t e r s  f r o m  F i r s t  L a d ie s  

a n d  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t s .  Two h av e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  g iv en  — f r o m  M r s .  L in c o ln  

a n d  M r s .  T h e o d o re  R o o s e v e l t .  T h en  ab o u t a  T V  p r o g r a m  f o r  c h i ld r e n .

I t ' s  b e in g  done b y  the e d u c a t io n a l  n e tw o rk .  Tw o of the  W hite  H o u se  f o r  

c h i ld r e n  o f s c h o o l  a g e .

H e b r o u g h t  u s  up  to d a te  on  the  s u b je c t  of th e  W hite  H o u s e  m a n t e l s .

T h e  fo u r  in  the  E a s t  R o o m  th a t  a r e  th e  d a r k  r e d  m a r b l e  th a t  w e  p a in t  to  

r e s e m b l e  a  g r a y i s h  w h i te  m a r b l e  a n d  th a t  h a v e  to  b e  p a in te d  o v e r  an d  

o v e r  b e c a u s e  of the  th o u s a n d s  of t o u r i s t s  in  the E a s t  R o o m .

A nd  th en  Jo h n  W a lk e r  to ld  u s  a b o u t  the p o r t r a i t  of M r s .  T r u m a n  

b y  G r e ta  K e m p to n  w h ic h  i s  f in i sh e d .  We w i l l  h an g  i t  in  J a n u a r y  w i th  

a  p a r ty .  He a l s o  r e p o r t e d  th a t  the W hite H ouse  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
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■wants to g ive im p e tu s  to w a r d  the  p r o p o s e d  p o r t r a i t s  of P r e s i d e n t s  

Jo h n s o n  a n d  K ennedy  a n d  M r s .  J o h n s o n  a n d  M r s .  K en n ed y .

A nd  then  s o m e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b u s in e s s  of the  d ay  - -  how  do 

w e s ta n d  f in a n c ia l ly .  C a s t r o  to ld  u s  how the  books  w e r e  s e l l in g .

T h e i r  s a l e  h a s  s lo w e d  dow n a n d  the m a r g i n  of p r o f i t  h a s  n o r r o w e d  

c o n s ta n t ly  s in c e  th e y  f i r s t  w e n t  on the  m a r k e t  in  the  e a r l y  d a y s  of 

the  K en n ed y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  i s  now down to  ab o u t 9 c e n t s  p e r  

book . We m u s t  f a c e  up  to r a i s i n g  the  c o s t  of th e  b o o k s .  We a g r e e d  

to  r a i s e  the  c o s t  of th e  p a p e r b a c k  f r o m  one d o l l a r  to  a  d o l l a r  a n d  h a l f  

f o r  a  s e v e r a l - m o n t h  p e r io d  a n d  s e e  how  the  s a l e s  w en t .  A nd m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  to p u s h  the  C h r i s t m a s  s a le  h e r e  in  the  W hite H o u se  a n d  in  

a n y  o u t le t  w e  c o u ld  w i th  p ro m o t io n ,  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  b y  w o r d  of m o u th  

to o u r  own f r i e n d s .

T h e  n e t  of the  r e p o r t  w a s  th a t  the  W hite  H o u s e  H i s t o r i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  g iv e n  the  W hite  H o u se  a b o u t  $80, 000 w h ic h  w e s t i l l  

h a v e  to  s p e n d  - -  t h a t ’s the  a c c u m u la t io n  of the  l a s t  two y e a r 's  a f t e r  

s u b t r a c t i n g  a l l  th a t  w e 'v e  done .

F o r  m e  th e  m a in  b u s in e s s  of the  d ay  w a s  tw ofo ld  - -  a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  p o s s ib le  new  p a in t in g s  w h ich  w e took  up  n ex t ,  a n d  new  c h in a  f o r  the  

W h i te  H o u se .  T h a t  w a i te d  u n t i l  w e go t d o w n s ta i r s .

We p a s s e d  ou t c o p ie s  of the  l i s t  of p a i n t e r s  w h ich  J im  F o s b u r g  

h a d  p r e p a r e d  - -  th o s e  th a t  w e w a n te d  m o s t  to  a c q u i r e  fo r  the  W hite  H o u s e  

in c lu d in g  Jo h n  S in g le to n  C o p ley ,  B e n ja m in  W est,  Jo h n  T r u m b u l l ,  C h a r l e s

MEMORANDUM
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W ilso n  P e a l e ,  Jo h n  V and erly n , G e o rg e  C a le b  B in g h a m , E a s tm a n  J o h n s o n ,  

G e o rg e  E n n i s ,  R o b e r t  H e n r i .

I  s topped , to  d e s c r i b e  the  lo v e ly  H e n r i  "G y p sy  G i r l "  th a t  S e n a to r  

B en to n  h a d  g iv e n  the W hite H o u se  a n d  a s k e d  th em  a l l  to  tak e  a  lo o k  a t  i t  

w h en  a s  I  h o p e d  th e y  c a m e  to the te a  th is  a f te rn o o n .  I  to ld  th e m  a b o u t  

the  c r y s t a l  c h a n d e l i e r  in  the  Q u e e n s '  R oom  th a t  O v e ta  h a d  g iv en . A nd 

the  B ro n z e ,  " M e a t  f o r  the  Wild M en"  w h ich  D r .  A r m a n d  H a m m e r  h a d  

g iv e n  the  W hite  H o u se .

A nd th e n  J im  F o s b u r g  d e s c r i b e d  the c o n d i t io n  o f  t o d a y 's  m a r k e t  - -  

how o v e r p r i c e d  e v e r y th in g  w a s ,  how few  A m e r ic a n  p a in t in g s  c a m e  on  

a n d  how q u ic k ly  th e y  w e r e  so ld .  He s a id  i f  he  c o u ld  m a k e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  

d e c i s io n ,  i t  w ou ld  f a c i l i t a t e  g e t t in g  s o m e th in g .

S o m eo n e  s u g g e s te d  h a v in g  a  s m a l l  c o m m i t t e e  th a t  c o u ld  a c t  

p r o m p t ly  on s o m e t h in g  th a t  d id  c o m e  up  if  th ey  w e r e  ^ o ^ s u r e  i t  w a s  

good  enough  f o r  the  W hite  H o u se  an d  i f  th ey  co u ld  f in d  a  d o n o r  o r  i f  w e  

h ad  the m o n e y  in  the t i l l  th e y  w ould  g e t  i t  p r o m p t ly  w i th o u t  h a v in g  to 

w a i t  f o r  m e  a n d  e v e ry b o d y .

I  s u g g e s te d  th e  C o m m i t t e e  be  J im  F o s b u r g  a n d  J a n e  E n g e lh a r d  

w ho i s  so  o f ten  in  New Y o r k  a n d  Jo h n  W a lk e r  who co u ld  r u n  up  e a s i l y  h e  

s a id .  We a g r e e d .
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A nd th e n  i t  w a s  t im e  to go d o w n s ta i r s  f o r  lu n ch . T h i s  w a s  a  

f i r s t  in  W hite  H o u se  l i fe  I  th in k  - -  lu n c h  in  the  C h ina  R o o m .

We s a t  a t  a  ro u n d  ta b le  a n d  u s e d  s e r v in g  p la t e s  f r o m  12 d i f f e r e n t  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  T h e  im p o s in g  b lu e  a n d  go ld  of the  W ilso n ;  the  h a n d s o m e  

T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  w ith  the  g o ld en  s p ik e s  a n d  the e a g le ;  the  f a m i l i a r  

F D R  th a t  we u s e  e v e r y  day; the  p u r p l e - b o r d e r e d  L in co ln .  A nd  a t  

J a n e ' s  p la te ,  one  o f  m y  d e a r  f a v o r i t e s ,  the  H a r r i s o n  w ith  the  w h e a t  

a n d  the c o r n  in  the  b o r d e r  th a t  s p e l l s  " T h e  p le n ty  of th is  la n d " .

She h a d  g iv en  a t  l e a s t  a  d o z e n  of th em  to the  W hite  H o u se .

A ro u n d  the  ro o m  on e a s e l s  w e h a d  the  w a t e r  c o lo r  d r a w in g s  

o f  the  c h in a  w h ich  T i f fa n y  h a s  d e s ig n e d  fo r  the  J o h n so n  A d m in i s t r a t io n  - -  

s e r v i c e  p l a t e s ,  d e m i t a s s e ,  b o w ls ,  th e  d e s s e r t  p l a t e s  w i th  a  f lo w e r  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  e a c h  of the  S ta te s .

I  h a d  h a d  a  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  done on the c h in a ,  a n d  I  t a lk e d  to 

th e m  a b o u t  i t .  F i r s t  the f a c t  th a t  w e n e e d e d  s o m e  new  ch in a  s in c e  

t h e r e  i s  n o t  en ough  of a n y  s in g le  A d m in i s t r a t io n  to s e r v e  a  S ta te  D in n e r  

o f  140 m u c h  l e s s  190, a n d  i t ' s  b e e n  16 y e a r s  s in c e  a n y  w a s  o r d e r e d .

We do n o t  o r d e r  r e p l a c e m e n t s .  We s im p ly  u s e  c h in a  f r o m  

s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  A d m in i s t r a t i o n s  f o r  a  d in n e r .  ,

I  to ld  th em  w h a t  I th in k  is  r e a l l y  r e m a r k a b l e  t r ib u te  to the  h o u s e -

k e e p in g  s ta f f  h e r e  th a t  of the  120 p la c e  s e t t in g s  o r d e r e d  by  the T r u m a n s ,
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th e r e  a r e  s t i l l  110 in  u s e  today . A nd of th e  120 s e r v i c e  p l a t e s  o r d e r e d  

b y  the E i s e n h o w e r s ,  th e r e  a r e  119 to day .

W hat w e  p r o p o s e  i s  to o r d e r  216 w h ic h  w i l l  g ive  you  a  l i t t l e  

l e e w a y  f o r  th e  190 g u e s t s  w h ic h  we o f te n  h av e  a t  a  S ta te  D in n e r .  T h e  

to ta l  c o s t  w i l l  be  a b o u t  $79, 000. So w h a t  i t  r e a l l y  g e ts  down to  i s  th is :  

in  the po t we h a v e  a b o u t  $80, 000. We c o u ld  go a h e a d  a n d  o r d e r  the  

c h in a .  B u t  th e n  w e w o u ld  h a v e  n o th in g  a t  a l l  f o r  a n y  w o r k s  of a r t .

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b e g a n  a n d  S e n a to r  B e n to n  s a id ,  "H ow  a b o u t  

g iv ing  one  p la te  to  a n y  d o n o r  w ho w o u ld  p r e s e n t  th e  W hite  H o u se  w ith  

th e  216 p l a t e s  o r  c u p s  a n d  s a u c e r s  o r  d e s s e r t  p l a t e s  o r  w h a te v e r .

I t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  e l a b o r a t e d  on, a l m o s t  go t out of h a n d  one 

t im e  w h en  s o m e b o d y  m is u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  th o u g h t th a t  a  w ho le  p la c e  

s e t t in g  w a s  m e a n t .

F in a l ly ,  th e  id e a  w a s  a p p r o v e d  an d  i t  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  

go on a n d  o r d e r  the  c h in a .  I t  w ou ld  b e  d e l iv e r e d  in  M ay  - -  p r o b a b ly  in  

t im e  f o r  m y  S en a te  L a d ie s  lu n c h eo n .  And w e w o u ld  a l l  w o r k  a t  f ind ing  

d o n o r s  f o r  c h in a  o r  a  w o r k  of a r t .

A c tu a l ly ,  J im  F o s b u r g  s a y s  w ith  th e  p r i c e  of th in g s  th a t  a r e  on th e  

m a r k e t  th e s e  d a y s  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  hope  in  t ry in g  to f in d  s o m e o n e  who w i l l  

g ive  f r o m  h i s  own p r i v a t e  c o l le c t io n  - - a  p a in t in g  - -  a n d  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  the  ta x  e n t i c e m e n t  r a t h e r  th a n  t r y  to bu y  s o m e th in g  on th e  o p en  m a r k e t .
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I  h a d  one m o m e n t  to ta k e  J a n e  a s id e  a n d  te l l  h e r  th a t  w h a t  I  h o p e d  

s h e  w o u ld  do on  th is  C o m m i t t e e  w o u ld  be  a  c a t a ly s t ,  a n  a c t i v i s t  - -  we 

h a d  n o t  done a s  m u c h  a s  I  h o p e d  w e w o u ld  - -  a n d  th a t  sh e  m a d e  th in g s  

h a p p e n .  I  a m  the  w o r l d ' s  w o r s t  s a l e s m a n .  W hat I r e a l l y  w a n te d  to  g e t  

a c r o s s  to h e r  w a s  th a t  I h a d n ' t  p u t  h e r  on t h e r e  b e c a u s e  I w a n te d  h e r  to 

m a k e  a  f u r t h e r  d o n a t io n  - -  she  h a s  a l r e a d y  done so m u c h  - -  b u t  sh e  d o e s  

know  p eo p le  w ho c a n  an d  m ig h t  a d d  to the  t r e a s u r e s  of th is  g r e a t  o ld  

h o u s e .

I w a s  in t e n s e ly  g r a te f u l  w h en  Jo h n  W a lk e r  s a id ,  " I  d o n ' t  b e l ie v e  

I 'v e  e v e r  s e e n  l o v e l i e r  c h in a .  " I  c a n ' t  s a y  I e x a c t ly  h e a r d  a  c h o r u s  of 

th a t  a r o u n d  the  ta b le ,  a n d  I  a m  s c a r e d .  I  do w a n t  i t  to be  l ik e d .  I  th in k  

i t ' s  lo v e ly  - -  the  d e s ig n ,  the  s k e tc h e s .  A nd w i l l  the  f in i s h e d  p r o d u c t  

l iv e  u p  to i t ?  W ell ,  a t  an y  r a t e ,  a s  long  a s  I  a m  h e r e  i t  i s  go ing  to  be 

a n  A m e r i c a n .

I h a d  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  the te a ,  so  I  r e s t e d ,  w o rk e d  w ith  A sh to n , 

c h a n g e d  c lo th e s ,  a n d  w en t o v e r  the  l i s t .  And a t  4 :00 I w a s  d o w n s t a i r s  

i n  the  B lu e  R oom  fo r  th e  t e a  f o r  the  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of the  A r t s ,  

a  g ro u p  o f a b o u t  100 c o l l e c t o r s  of f in e  a r t s  who w e r e  a t te n d in g  a  m e e t in g  

h e r e  in  W ash in g to n  a n d  h ad  w r i t t e n  m e  th a t  th e y  w ou ld  l ik e  to c o m e  a n d  

s e e  the  W hite  H o u se  c o l le c t io n ,  a n d  I  h a d  in v i te d  th em  to c o m e  f o r  te a .

T h e r e  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  n a m e s  l ik e  the L a r r y  A l d r i c h e s  - -  h e ’s 

a  d r e s s  d e s i g n e r  - -  the  D a v id - i^ » J ^ K e e g e r s  a n d  D r .  A r m a n d  H a m m e r .
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T h is  h a d  s e e m e d  the id e a l  t im e  a n d  a u d ie n c e  to pu t on v iew  the 

l a s t  a c q u i s i t io n  of the  W hite  H o u se  - -  the  R u s s e l l  b r o n z e  - -  " M e a t  f o r  

W ild  M e n "  th a t  D r .  A r m a n d  H a m m e r  h ad  g iven . A nd  to a n n o u n c e  the  

o th e r  l a t e s t  g i f t s  to th e  W hite  H o u se  c o l le c t io n  - -  O v e ta 's  c h a n d e l i e r  

in  the  Q u e e n s '  R oom  a n d  S e n a to r  B e n to n 's  R o b e r t  H e n r i  " G y p s y  G i r l ” 

w ith  th e  f lo w e r s  th a t  i s  so  lo v e ly  in  o u r  own S it t ing  R o o m .

So to the  m e m b e r s  of the A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of th e  A r t s  I  h a d  

a d d e d  a s  g u e s t s  the  m e m b e r s  of o u r  C o m m it te e  fo r  th e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  of 

th e  W hite  H o u se ,  the d o n o rs  d u r in g  m y  t im e .  M r s .  M a r k  B o r tm a n  w h o se  

f a m i ly  h a d  g iv e n  the s i l v e r  co ffee  u r n  th a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to J o h n  a n d  

A b ig a i l  A d a m s .  I t  m a d e  m e  f e e l  so good b e c a u s e  sh e  o b v io u s ly  a p p r e c i a t e d  

b e in g  in c lu d e d .  I  c e r t a i n l y  hope  I w o n 't  be  fo r* g o t te n .  A nd I  tak e  g r e a t  

p l e a s u r e  in  r e m e m b e r i n g  s o m e b o d y  w ho gave  th is  h o u s e  on e  of the  f i r s t  

p r e s i t g i o u s  a c q u i s i t io n s  s in c e  I  c a m e  to  i t .  A nd  M r s .  P h i l ip  B e t r ry  w ho 

h a d  done m y  p o r t r a i t  f o r  the  D e m o c r a t i c  W om en . T h e  R ic h a r d  B y rd s  

of B e r r y y i l l e .  I t  h a d  b e e n  on a n  a r t  p i lg r im a g e  to T e x a s  w h e r e  I  h a d  

f i r s t  r e a l l y  g o t te n  a c q u a in te d  w i th  H e le n .  A nd  M r .  L a w r e n c e  G d V ern o r  

H e u s s .  B u t  a l a s  h e  didrit c o m e  a n d  I h a d  lo ts  of p eo p le  in c lu d in g  M a rn y  

C l i f f o rd  " s t a s h e d  o u t"  to s p e a k  to h im  a b o u t  the  M ad iso n  p o r t r a i t .  M ay b e  

th a t ' s  w h a t  he  f e a r e d .  And M a r y  L a s k e r  a n d  F lo r e n c e  M ah o n ey . And 

P®ggy G o ld s te in  w ho i s  h e r s e l f  a s c u lp t o r .  . She w as  one of the  f iv e  o r  

s ix  f r i e n d s  a n d  A s s i s t a n t ' s  w iv e s  w hom  I h a d  a s k e d  to h e lp  show  p eo p le
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a b o u t  on the  s e c o n d  f lo o r  a n d  the g ro u n d  f lo o r .  A nd K ay H a i le y  w ho is  

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  u s  h av in g  the  b u s t  of W in s to n  C h u r c h i l l  by  E p s te in .

A nd  L o u i s e  C ox  w ho h a d  g iven  u s  the  lo v e ly  s i l v e r  co ffee  s e r v i c e  

b y  a n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  S m ith .  A nd m y  f r i e n d  C h a r l e s  P a l m e r  of 

A t la n ta .  A nd  M a d a m e  S h o u m a to f f  - -  who b e tw e e n  them  b r o u ^ t  the  

R o o s e v e l t  p o r t r a i t  h e r e .  A nd 0 .  R. S m ith ,  d o n o r  of o u r  p a in t in g  

of the  " G r a n d  T e to n s " .  A nd a n o th e r  one th a t  w i l l  c o m e  n e x t  y e a r .

A n d  v e r y  l a t e  in  the d a y  I  h a d  a s k e d  D r .  a n d  M r s .  F .  E .  G r e e n  

f r o m  L u b b o ck . .. .As h e a d  of th e  A r t  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  T e x a s  T e c h ,  i t  w as  

h e  who w a s  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  u s  h av in g  on lo a n  th e  c h a r m in g  H ari^pi-e-fe 

W yeth%  " A r t u r i t o  a n d  the  D o v e s" .

So a f t e r  the  r e c e iv in g  l in e  we a l l  w en t to  th e  E a s t  R oom  a n d  

s a w  the 3 0 - m in u te  m o v ie ,  " P a in t in g s  o f the  W hite  H o u se " .  I  h a d  a  

s in k in g  f e e l in g  a b o u t  h a l f  w ay  th ro u g h  th a t  m a y b e  a b o u t  h a l f  of th is  

a u d ie n c e  h a d  s e e n  i t  b e fo re .

T h e n  I e x p r e s s e d  m y  th a n k s  f o r  D r .  A r m a n d  H a m m e r ' s  g if t ,  

the  H e n r i ,  th e  n ew  p o r t r a i t  o f E i s e n h o w e r  f r o m  S e n a to r  H a r r y  D a rb y ,  

O v e ta 's  c h a n d e l i e r .  A nd  a l l  the  th in g s  so  g e n e r o u s ly  b r o u g h t  h e r e ,

I  in v i te d  e v e r y o n e  to h av e  te a  a n d  th e n  to  e x p lo re  th ro u g h  the  s e c o n d  

f lo o r  a n d  th e  g ro u n d  f lo o r .

I  h a d  m y  p i c tu r e  m a d e  w i th  D r .  H a m m e r  in f r o n t  o f  the  b ro n z e ;  

w i th  L o u i s e  Cox a n d  the s i l v e r  s e r v i c e .

MEMORANDUM .
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L a r r y  A ld r i c h  ta lk e d  w ith  m e  a b o u t  L ynda  a n d  h e r  t a s t e  in  

c lo th e s  - -  e x c e l le n t  h e  though t.  T h e  K r e e g e r s  in v i te d  m e  to  c o m e  a n d  

s e e  t h e i r  c o m p l e t e d  h o u se  b y  P h i l ip  J o h n so n  - -  a  w o n d e r fu l  s e t t in g  fo r  

t h e i r  a r t .  A nd I  d i s p a t c h e d  A sh to n  to take  t,he G r e e n s  up  in to  m y  b e d r o o m  

f o r  a  v e r y  p r i v a t e  v ie w in g  o f th a t  c h a r m in g  " A r t u r i t o " .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  enough  p a r ty ,  b u t  the  h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  a  t h r e e -  

r i n g  c i r c u s  to d ay . A nd the s t o r y  of the  new  a c q u i s i t io n s  w h ic h  I  h a d  

r e a l l y  w a n te d  to  r e c e i v e  s o m e  a p p la u s e ,  s o m e  p r o m in e n c e  so  th a t  

the  p e o p le  w o u ld  know th e  p r o g r a m  w a s  s t i l l  go ing  on. A la s ,  th e y  

go t l o s t  in  a l l  the  c o m p e t i t io n  - -  the  new  c h in a ,  the  C l a r k ' s  p a r t y  f o r  

L y n d a ,  the  b i l l  s ig n in g  in  the  E a s t  R o o m .

T h e  g u e s ts  w e r e  gone by 6:00 , a n d  I d id  a  q u ic k  c h a n g e  in to  m y  

w h i te  s a t i n  by  A d e le  S im p so n .  A nd  in  a  m o o d  of r e l e a s e  - - o f  c a r e f r e e  

h a p p y  e x p e c ta t io n  - -  I  w e n t  to  T o m  a n d  M a r y  W h i te 's  p a r t y  f o r  L y n d a  

a n d  C h u c k  a t  the  S u lg r a v e  C lub .

B e t ty  B e a le  c a l l e d  i t  the  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  p o w e r f i l l e d  p a r t y  y e t  

h o n o r in g  L y n d o n  J o h n s o n  a n d  Captain C h a r l e s  Robb a n d  s a id ,  " R e g u la r  

C lub  m e m b e r s  w a te h ^  w ith  f a s c in a t io n  f r o m  the  r o o m s  b e lo w  to  s e e  i f  

the  h ig h e s t  n a m e s  in  th e  l a n d  a r r i v e d ,  a n d  th ey  w e r e  no t d i s a p p o in te d .

V ice  P r e s i d e n t  H u m p h re y ,  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  a n d  M r s .  W a r r e n .  In  f a c t  the  

e n t i r e  S u p re m e  C o u r t .  And o v e r  h a l f  the  C a b in e t  w e r e  t h e r e . ”
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M a ry ,  b l e s s  h e r ,  h ad  in v i te d  the  e n t i r e  T e x a s  d e le g a t io n  a n d  

a l l  the  w ed d in g  p a r t y  - -  s u c h  w e l l  know n hostesses  a s  G w en C a f r i t z ,  

P e x le  M e s ta  a n d  th e  Jo h n  L o g a n s .

O ld - t i m e  T e x a s  f r i e n d s  l ik e  W illy  a n d  A lic e  H o p k in s  a n d  t h e i r  

d a u g h te r .  T h e  e n t i r e  P ip k in  fa m i ly ,  an d  Ann a n d  G ene W o rle y .  A nd 

a l l  of C h u c k 's  f a m i ly  th a t  l iv e s  h e r e  in  W ash in g to n .  In  f a c t  I  s p e n t  a  

good  p a r t  of the  ev en in g  g e t t in g  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e m . Not to m e n t io n  

o u r  f a v o r i t e  s t a f f  a n d  S e n a to r s  a n d  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ,  young  a n d  o ld .

I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r fu l  p a r ty .

D evkrcn's O r c h e s t r a  w a s  t h e r e  — r e c a l l i n g  so  m a n y  good  p a r t i e s  

o f  the  p a s t .

L y n d a  B i r d  lo o k  a b s o lu t e ly  s tu n n in g  in  a  b la c k  v e lv e t  c o s tu m e  

w ith  a  h ig h  h e a v y  c o l l a r  of r h in e s t o n e s ,  h e r  h a i r  p i le d  h igh .

C h u ck  s to le  a  n o tc h  on  e v e r y b o d y  b y  going to the  m ic r o p h o n e  

j u s t  a f t e r  L y n d o n  a r r i v e d  to  a s k  e v e ry o n e  to r a i s e  t h e i r  g l a s s  to  o u r  

h o s t  a n d  h o s t e s s  on t h e i r  4 3 r d  w e d d in g  a n n i v e r s a r y .  So to d a y  i t  w as  

a  d o u b le  c e l e b r a t i o n  - -  f o r  th e  C l a r k ' s  a n d  fo r  L y n d a .

T o m  w a s  a b s o lu t e ly  c h a r m in g  in  h i s  r e p ly .  "Y ou h av e  to  w a tc h  

th e s e  M a r in e s .  T h e y  a r e  the  f i r s t  to l a n d  e v e r y  t im e .  " A nd th e n  he 

r e c a l l e d  how he  a n d  M a r y  h a d  d r iv e n  a r o u n d  town w ith  L yndon  (the  

S p e a k e r  w a s  a lo n g  too I  th in k  a n d  T o n y  B u fo rd )  on a  snow y  S unday
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in  M a r c h  w h ile  I  w a s  in  the h o s p i t a l  w a i t in g  fo r  L y n d a  B i r d  to b e  b o r n .  

A n d  e v e r y  h o u r  o r  so  L yndon  w ou ld  s to p  a n d  pu t in  a  c a l l .  A nd  th en  

a s  so o n  a s  s h e  w a s  b o r n ,  h e  to o k  the  w hole  c ro w d  b y  the h o s p i t a l  to 

s e e  the  b a b y  th a t  he  d e s c r i b e d  v e r y  g e n e r o u s ly  a s  a  b r ig h t - e y e d ,  

r o s e y - c h e e k e d  l i t t l e  a n g e l .

He a n d  M a r y  gave  L ynda  a  go ld  p in  sh a p e d  l ik e  a  r ib b o n  bow, 

a n d  m a d e  C h u ck  a n  h o n o r a r y  T e x a n  w ith  cu ff  l in k s  in  the  s h a p e  of T e x a s .

We s t a y e d  la t e  a n d  lo v e d  e v e r y  m in u te  of i t ,  b r in g in g  the  

B a r e f o o t  S a n d e r s  a n d  J a k e  a n d  B e r y l  P ic k le  a n d  the  G e o rg e  C h r i s t i a n s  

h o m e  w ith  u s  to d in n e r .

T h e  g u e s t s  w e r e  gone b y  11:00, a n d  i t  w a s  a n  e a r l y  n ig h t  f o r  u s  - 

a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  m id n ig h t .

N o w h e re  in  a  long  l i fe  h a v e  w e  h a d  m o r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f r i e n d s  

to  w hom  w e c a n  a p p ly  the  one  s im p le  w o rd  "g o o d "  m o r e  t r u l y  than  to 

T o m  a n d .M a r y .  F o r  m e ,  the m o o d  m a k e s  the  p a r ty .  A nd  m y  m o o d  

f o r  th is  one  w a s  m a d e  u p  of a  h a r d  d a y 's  w o rk ,  fo l lo w ed  the e x p e c ta t io n  

of  s e e in g  good f r i e n d s  in  a . r e l a x e d  a n d  h ap p y  s e t t in g .
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