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- I promised myself I w‘oul‘d .do. almost nothing affer the
October 24th date at Southwestern Univers;ty éx.cept get ready for |
and'enjoy‘ Lynda Bi'rd's'wedding' plané. And then é.ibﬁg comes a
day like Névember Bthl.‘ It v;'as alfeady full enough when my dear
'ﬁusb_and suddenly acided‘a female exi:ravaganza_. -- a bill signing
at 11:00.
Thé dé.y began early for me. I'worked 'at the‘.' desk with
Ashton and on the agenda for the meéting of the 'Cc")rnfn_ittee for the
. Preservation of the White Hoﬁse apd went dow'ns.tairs'_with Marf :
Kal‘tmé.n. Itried to mem‘ori‘ze all tﬁe china 'whi;h I néed to talk about.
And thén a.t-ll:VO‘O this most extraordinary bill sign‘ing‘tocv)k '
place. Its pﬁrposé .was to. end the i-nequities"betv:w"een men:and women
in the #rm ed serific‘é's'.‘ There are some 35, 000 Wofnén in the WAC‘S,
~ WAVS, WAFS, and women Mari‘nes. A tlf;o'usa.nd of them_aré actually
| on duty iﬁ Viet-Né.m now. Vérfr. feQ ever had the »ch‘anc‘e to rise anve
the rank and pay ofv Majdr 'and no chance at all of being .promvoﬁted
_SeYOnd C?‘)lonevl. fI‘imis ',Sill doesfx't crea...te any femalé,.Geherals; or |
Admirals, but it do.es open the cioor.

It was quite a show,

We had walked into the East Room be_tween a cordon of 50 WOmen :

from-all branches of the. Armed Services. - In the place tré.ditior’iétlly

reserved for the Marine band -- sometime I think they ought tolhav_e‘
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| palates a,nd.sandwiches, »the_y stay there so much of the time -- there |
was an é.ll-womeri band from the ’WAC"s center .at 'E“or‘t McClellan,
Alabama,
| Inside the Eaét Room there was an unusually large batt‘e'r‘y of
cameramen facving_the podium., And behiﬁd it an honor guard -- all
“'women -- one from each s;erv‘i‘ce, stan‘ding beside the flags. This
"had been éaptain'Robb's chore -- to set up the h;:oﬁor guard. He ﬁad
found to his dismay that the fiég_s were simply too:helav‘y f.or\'the‘ 1;.dies ,
and this was the bright way he qurke.-,d it out. |
‘Oveta Culp Hobby wa.s-bes.ide me .on the front foﬁ'looking veryv'
smashing in an elegarit dark suit and a big mink hat. | Senator Srr;ith
‘behind us with a flower in her lapel. And most of the women members’
of Co;xgress. And a majority of the 50 ’civiliéq mérﬁberé Qf the "ba&qwi@”.
Behind me grquped together were 50 of thé women who ﬁad served in |
 Viet-Nam.
It was an impressive mq;ning', and it _enlar‘g'ed'my understancﬁng
of what womén‘are doing in this country;
| When Lyndon fi'nishe.d speaking, he ga\;'e the first.-pen to Ov'et;.
and then passed them out to a lot of the women. And then to my"

amazement he gave one -- most undeserved -- to me,
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The fea.lly most touching part of the day was when he presented
‘the Bronze Star Medal to Ma.jor Marie Rodg;e.rs‘ of tpe U. S. '.Arrﬁy
Nurse Corps for distinguisheci service in.Viet-Nam.. |

| She. was a.Af'me lboking Negrovwon."xan, and som ehow that struck

just tv.he.'right note,
And then the Legion of Merit to Colonel Et;riél Héfﬂey for her
work in hospitals in 'Japan and Okinaﬁxﬁa. |
~ And then we all filed int§ the Blue Room fo_f»at recveiving line,"
. And then into the State Diniﬁg Room where this time a male chorus
éé.ng such songs as "There ié Nothing Like a Dar‘ne.",. : «

: Lyndbn made a brief> passage through the room and was goqé,
and I found nﬁyselﬁ" su'rfoundéd by théée youngl girls who had lined the
hallway. They a.lésv—- they alénel -~ had not come fh:odgh the receiving
line. They s_a‘.ic.l,v "Is‘ your,,;husban& still here 2" | A”Do you think he will
come back?" So I‘di‘d my beét to be a substitute, wel;:o?ning everyone
of the-m. Ir ;éﬁld find a.ndvsigning autographs. .But I had to slip away R

~ early for the secon;i impoz;taﬁt event of the day -- the i‘néeting of the. '
Committee for t;he Préservation of the White House.
Upsfairs ikn.t'he Yellow Room they.r were havﬁng sherry waiting
for me -- Jim Fosbuvrg, Mrs. Marshall Field, Alice Brown {she had

spent the night with me), and Senator Bill Benton, -just back from Paris,
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Geofge Har'tzog and Johnnie Walker, Bill Walton of the Fine Arts

Commission, the irreplaceable Mr. West, Nash and Liz and Jane
Engelhard.

I began with some sad news. Mi'..' DuPont had expected to be

- with us. Just this mofning we had received a call from his sec_:retéry

that .Mrs. DuPont who had for a long time been ill had died the night

~before,

I look upon hifh with avcurious mixture of awé and grvatitude
and affection‘.-; which because of his age and eminenée I'll forever
be unable to réally express to him, |
-Bruce l%;'gi‘ is still ill and cou]..d‘ not be with us but had aﬁswered_
thaﬁ hé hdpes to come to the next meéting.
Jim ketchum - .much miésed -- is off rné.king é. séeech, and
Dillon Riialey is in Eui'ppe." cherwise 'everybpdy was very é.rticulafely'_
presenf.' | | |
I weicoméd Jane Ehgelhavrd to the meeting and explained hér
presence a1 hope delicately -- to the other mem bers by quoting frOm
the Presidential brder \.;vhic}vivset up this committee that it ’is.authorized
to invite ir‘1dividuals_ who .a're distinguished or interested in the fine arts

to attend its meetingé or otherwise to assist in carrying out its functions.
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Itold the rnembe‘rsAof tile exquisite Christmaé c;eche that wev
_ will all see next month that Jane has given., 'And .then Géorge-Haftzog

'whb is really .the Comm ittee Chairman. deséribed the ne\;v visitor
servi_ce‘s we ?13.;1 --an extension of the épgaker systexﬁ along ﬁhe
fence where the line waits ;- a new exhibit, ”Christmas aﬁ thé
W hite .House” to Be_in ihe E;st colo"nnade, And we passed out list':‘sv of
thé important donations to the White Housepbllection_s singé our last -
bmeeting. And ’(‘.'}eo‘rge -described the_new dfapes in 'thé Sta_te.‘Dinih'g
Room and the m'ain. lobby, paiud f.or‘ by the White House Histokricbal. |
AsSociation. - Then about the ﬁropésed acquisition of léttefs from First Lédie‘s | 1
and pas-t Presidents. Two have already been givéﬁ -- from Mr_s. Lincoln
and Mrs. Thec’)dbre Roose_.velt. " Then about a'T.V p4roér‘a‘n": for.chi_ldreﬁ.
It's béing done by the educational network, Two of fhe White HAou'se for‘
bchildren of school age. | |

He brought us up to date on tﬁe subject of the White House mantels.
The fdur in the E.a.s't Room thét are the dark red marble tha§ we paihé to
resemble a g'ra.yiAsh white marble and that'havé to be painted over and

over pecéﬁSe of the thoﬁsands of tourisfs 1n the Eas£ Ro‘om.'.

| And then Johh Walker told us _al;out the port’:'ca.it of Mrs. Trurﬁan
by.Greta Kemptoz;‘ w}{ich is finished. We will hang it in Jam;a.ry with

a party. He also reported that the White House Historical Association
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wants to give impetus toward the proposed portraits of Presidents
Johnson and Kennedy and Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Kennedy.

And then some most important business of the day -- how do

~we stand financially. Mrzsx Castro told us how the books were selling.

Their sale has slowed down and the margin of profit haé ﬁorrowed
constan;ly since tﬁe*j first went on the market in the early days of
the Kennedy Adm inistration. If is now down to about 9 cents pex;
book.  We must face up to raising the cost of the books. We agreed

to raise the cosf of the paperback from one dollar to a dellar é.nd half

for a several-month period and see how the sales went. And most

important to push the Christmas sale ,here‘ in the White House and in

any outlet we could with promotion, advertising and by word of mouth

_to our own friends.

The net of the report was that the White House Historical

Association has given the White House about $80, 000 which we still

have to‘ :s;;end -- that's the éccumulation of the lasl:..two yéé.r‘s after
subtracting all that we've done. |

-F:or me the main businesé' of tﬁe day was twofold -- acquisition
of possible nev& paintings wh.ich we took up next, an.d new china for the
W hite House. That waite.d until we got dowhstairs.

We passed out copvies of thé list of painters which Jim Fosbu_rg‘

had prepared -- those that we wanted most to acquire for the White House

'including thn Sirigleton Cbpley', Benja.min'West, John Trumbull, Charles
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Wilson Peale, John Vanderlyn, George Caleb Bingham, Eastman Johnspn,
George ‘Enhis, Robert Henri.
I stopped.to describe the lovely Henri "Gypsy Girl" that Senator

Benton had given the White House and asked them all to take a look at it

vwhen as I hoi)ed they came to the tea this a‘fternoon. I told them about

the crystal cha.ndeliei- in the Queens' Room that Oveta had given. And
the.Blronze, "Meat for the Wild Men‘.‘ ‘which Dr. A‘Armand Hammer had

given the White House.

And then Jim Fosburg.described the condition of today's market -~ -

how overpriced everythitig §vas, how few American paintings came on
and how quickly they were s.old. He ‘s.‘ai;i if he could make an immediate
decision, it would facilitate getting something. - |

~ Someone suggested having a small cofnmittee‘ that‘ccv).ul‘d act -
pronipf.ly'on so_r‘n-ething that did'c.ome‘up if lthey were wnsurg it was
good enough for' the Whi;:e House and if _the.y could find a donbr or if we
had the money in the till they would get it promptly without having to
{vaiﬁ for me and e;\rerybody; |

I suggested the Committee be Jim .Fosburg and Jane Engelhard

~ who is so often in New York and John Wa.l_kei who could run up easily he

- said. We agreed.
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And then it was time to go downstairs for.lunchv. This was a
first in White House life 1 thir;k ‘-- _iunch in the Cﬁina Room.-

We satv’alt a i‘ound ta.ble and us.ed servingupla,tes from 12 different
Admiﬁistratiqns. | Thé impo'sing blue and gold §f the Wilson; the handsome
Theodoré Roosevelt with the goldén spikes and the eagle; the familia,r
FDR that we ﬁse-e\;efy dé.y; the purpl.eb—Bordered.Lir‘xcoln.“ .And at

Jane's pla.té, one of my dear favorites, the Harrison with the wheat.

,and'-the corn in the border that spells '""The plenty of this land".

She had given at least a dozen of them to thé Whi!ge Héﬁse;
~Around the room on easels‘we‘ had the water color drawings
of the china which Tiffany has designéd for.thé_ Jéﬁnéon Adniinistra'ti_.on -
service plé.tés-; demitésée, bowls,v the dessert plates with a ﬂowér'
repre;sentiné each of thé States.

I hé.d had a'little 1;eseé.rch done on the china, and I talked-to' :
them about it. First the f;a..ct that we needed s‘ofne newl;v' china sincé
t:hex;eA is nbt enough of any single ‘Administratién to serve a State Dinner
of 140'muc'_h less 190, and it's been 16-}’33'.1'5 éiﬁce aﬁy was orde_réd.

We do not order replac:e.men.l:sf We ‘sirr-xpl)‘r‘us.e china from
sevéral different Administrations for a dinner..

I told them what I.think Ais :really remarkable tributeto the hous‘e—

keeping staff here that of the 120 place settings ordered by the Trumans,
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there are still 110 in use tdday. And of the 120 service plates ordered
by the Eisenhowers, there a.re'119 today.

What we propose is to order 216 which will give you a little

leeway for the 190 guests which we often have at a State Dinner. The

totél cost will be about $79, 000. So what it really gets dox.;vr-x to is this:
in the pot. we have about $80,‘(_)00. We cduld go ahead and order the
chi;n.a. '-B.u.t t.hen we wouid ha.v‘e nothing at all for any works of art.

_ The discussion bégan and Sena;or Benton said, “How about
giving one plate to #ny donor "VVh(') would vpre‘se':nt the White. Housb'e with |
the 216 plates or 'cups. and saucers ‘or dessert plate's or whatever,

It was discuésed, | elabo?;{.ted on, almost got out.'of hand one |

time when som ebody misunderstood and thought that a whole place

-setting was meant,

Finally, the idea was apprbved and it was decided that we should
go on and order the china. It would be delivered in May -- probably in’

time for my Senate Ladies luncheon. And we would all work at finding

donors for china or a work of art.

Actually, Jim Fosburg says with the price of thing's that are on the
market these days there is more hope in trying to find someone who will

give from his own private collection -- a painting -- and take advantage B

of the tax enticement rather than try to buy something on the open market.
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I had one momeni to také Jané aside and tell her that wﬁat I hoped
she would do on this Committee would be a c‘atalystl,_ an activist -- wé
had Adt done as much as I hoped we would -~ and that she made things
happep. Iam .the-w‘orl.d's worst sélesman. What I really wanted to get
across to .he'r was that I hadn't put her oﬁ there because I ;vé.nted,hér to
maké a further donatiﬁn -- she has already done s6 much -- but she does
knéw 1;'zéople who can and miéht édd to the treasﬁreé of this great old
house. | |

I was intensely grateful _wheh thn Walke_; said, ;'I don't believe
I've ever seen‘ lovéliér china. '._‘  1 can't say I exactly hea.fd a chorus of
that around the table, and I am scéred. I d§ waﬁt iit to be liked. I think

. it's lovely -- the design, t.he sketches, And will the finishéd product‘ |
live up to it '? Well, at any rate, as long as I am here itA.is goir.ag' to be
an Am erican. | |

I had an hour before the tea, so I rested, worke.d with Ashton,
changed clothes,l and §vent over the list. And at 4:00 I wa.-é db&nstairs
in thé Blue Roém for the tea for the Americaﬁ Federation of the Arts.,

‘a group 6f about 100.c011ectors of fine arts who were atténding al meeting
here in Washington and had writ;ten'me that they would i.like to come and
see the Whit‘e House collection, and I had.invited'them to fcome for tea.

" There were familiar names like tﬁe*Larry Aldriches -- he"s

. . . ‘ : : ‘ I CL . ' .
a dress designer -- the David'—lls/&gd Keegers and Dr. Armand Hammer.
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This had seemed the ideal time and audience to put on view the
last acquisition of the White House -~ the Russell bronze -- "Meat fc.)r-
Wild Men" that Dr. Armand Hammer had given. And to announce the

other latest gifts to the White House collection -~ Oveta's chandelier

 in the Queens' Room and Senator Benton's Robert Henri "Gypsy Girl"

'with the flowers that is so lovely in our own Sitting Room.
So to the members of the American Federation of the Arts I had

added as guests the members of our Committee for the Preservation of

" the Whit_é Houée,_ the donors during my time. ‘Mrs. Mafk'Bo'r‘tm‘an. whose

family had.given the silver coffee urn that had belonged to John and

Abigail Adams. It made me feel so good because she obviously appreciated

being included. I certainly hope I won't be foregotten. And I take great v -

pleasure in rerhembering somebody who gave this house one of the first

presitgious acquisitions since I came to it. An.d Mr.s.‘ Philip Bexrry who
had done my poftfait for the‘Dei'nocratic Wofne_n. The Richard ﬁyrds .

of Berryville-. It fxad been on an art pil_gr‘imvage“to Texas Wherev I had
first really gotten acquainted with Helen. .And Mr. Lawrence Gdirernp'r‘
Heu.ss;"b But élas'he didnit cofne'-and Z_[‘hadAlot.s of people incluciing Marny
Clifford "stashed out".t,o speak to him ébout the Madison port’ra;it. ‘Maybe
that's what.}.:.e feared. And Mary Lasker and Florence Mah(.)ney.' And
Peggy‘ Gol}dst.ev:in. who is h'erself a sculptor... She was one of the five or .

six friends and Assistant's wives \}vhom I had asked to help show p¢0p1e
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about on the: second floor and the .gr‘o'urid floor. And Kay Halley' who is
.res'p‘onsi.ble for us having' the bust of Winstqn Churchill by Epsteiﬁ.
Angd Louise Cox whe had 'given us the lovely ‘silver coffee serviee |

by an ee.rly' American Srhith; .An‘d my friend Charlee Palmer of
Atlanta. | And Madame Shou:xrnatoff -~ who between them brought .the
Rooeeveif portreit here. And C..‘ R. Smith, do’nor. of our be,iri;ing

of the "Gran_d Tetons'., And another one that will come next year.

And very late in the day I had asked Dr. and Mrs, F. E Green
from Lubbock.:...As head of the Art Department at Texas Tech, it was
he who was respons:.ble for us ha.vmg on loan the charnﬁng }mrb
Wye.th?“fArturtgo and the Doves”.

So after the receiving line we all went to the East Room a‘ndv
saw the 30-minute movie, "Paintings of the 'Whitev.Hm‘xse"; I haci ;

, sinking feeling about half. way through that ina;ybe about half of. this
audience had seen it befoefe;

Then I expressed my thanks f'o‘r Dr. AArrnand Hammer's gift,
the Henri., the new portr‘(ait of Eisen_hower. frorﬁ Senator Haffy Da.rby,
Oveta"s.'chandel‘ier. And 511 the thing.s' eo'genereusly }erought here,

- Iinvited everyone to have tea a;'xd then to explore through the eecond
floor and the ground floor.

I h;a'.d rhy picture'made with Dr. ‘Hemmer in .front of the bronze;

with Louise Cox and the silver service,
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' Larry Aldrich talked with me about Lynda and her taste in
ciothes -- excellent he thought. The Kree'gers‘invited me-to come and

see their com pleted house by Philip Johnson -- a wonderful setting for

their art. And I dispafched Ashton to take the Greens .up into my bedroom

for.a Vefy'privaﬁe viewing of t':hbat ché.rmin’g “Arturito'',

It was a pleasant enough party, ’but.the: house has been a thfee;
ring‘cix;cus toéay._ And the story of the new .acquisitivons which Ihad
realiy.wanted to receive some apioiatise, some prominence so that
the people would know thebprogra:.m was still going on.  Alas, they
got lost in all the co‘mpet‘ition -- thgn new china, the Clé.rk',s party for
Lynda, the bill signiﬁg in the E#st Room.

The guests were gone by 6;_()0, and I did a Quick ciaange into my
white satin by Adele Simpson. And m é, rr;ood of releasé -- o_f‘carefree _

happyvexpecta‘tién -- I went to Tom and Mary White's party for Lynda

and Chuck at the Sulgrave Club.

Betty Beale called it the. léfgest and most powerfinllied pé.rty yet
honorigg Lyndon Johnsoﬁ and Capta.m ‘Cha'rlesb Robb and said, “Regular"
Club mérﬁbei‘s watehed with fascinﬁtion.from the .rcl>om:s beléw to'see ‘if
the highes£ ﬁaﬁwes in the la.ﬁd afri;red, -and théy 'we;e not diéaépointed.
Vice P;:-esident Hﬁmphre-y, Chief ‘.Iu'stice and Mrs, Warreﬁ. In fact the

entire Sup:eme Court. And over half the Cabinet were there."
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Mary, bless hér, had invited the entire 'I‘e?casv delegation and
all the wedding party -- ‘such‘wéll known hoétessé as C&eq.Caf;itz,
Perle Mesta and th¢ John Logaﬁs. ' |

Old-time Texas friends like Weélly and Alice‘Hopkins and their
daugh'ter. The entire Pipkin family, and Ann and Genev Worley; And
all of Chuck's farnily that live‘s here’in Washington. _Inl fact I Spent a

good part of the evening getting acquainted with them. Not to mention

our favorite staff and Senators and closest friends, young and old.

It was a wonderful barty.‘

Deveon's Ofches tra was there --~-recalling so many good parfies
of the past.

Lynda Bird look abso;utely stunning in 2 black velvet 'c0,‘s.tume
with a high h_e-avyv collar of ihineétones, her hair ‘piled high.

Chuck stole a'notch_ on everybody by going to the microphone
just after Lyndon arrived to ask everyone to raise their glass to our .
hc;st é.n-d hos tess on their 43rd wedding anniversaryk. So today it was

a double celebration -- for the Clark's and for Lynda.

" Tom was absolutely charming ih his r'eply. "You have to watch -

~these Marines. They are the first to land every time.'" And then he

recalled how he and Mary had driven around town Qvith Lyndon (the

Speaker was along too I think‘and Tony Buford) on a2 snowy Sunday
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in March 'whiyl'é I was in‘ the hospital waiting for 'Lyndé. Bird to be born,
Aﬁd every hour or éo Liyndon Qould stop and put in a call, Anci tiiien .
a,sr soon as‘ she Was'Born, he took the whole cro'wd l'aby the hospital to
see the'baby that he c.lbesc;ibe‘d ';/é'ry gen_erously'as a bright-eyed,
i-osey—cheekéd lliltl:l_e éngel; | |
He and Mary gave Lynda a gold pin shaped like a ribbon bow,.
and made Chﬁck an hénorary Texan with cﬁff links in the-shape of Tc—;xas..
We s.tay;edblate and loved every 'rninute. of it, briﬁging the
Barefoot Sanders and Jake and Eeryl Pickle and the Geofge Christia#s

home with us to dinner.

The guests were gone by 11:00, and it was an early night for us --.

a; littlé before midnight.

v 'Nowhere in é. long life have we had more satisfactoxfy friends
to whom we can appiy the one simp‘le.wqrd ""good" more tru;lyi than to
Tom and. Mary. For me, the m.ood makes the éarty. And my mood
for this one was made‘ up of a hard‘ day‘slwork, followed the exéectation

of seeing good friends in a relaxed and happy setting.




