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j  It began  in  B a s s e t t  H ou se , W illia m sb u rg , w h ich  b e lo n g ed  to the

Jo^n D. R o c k e fe l le r s  III. T h is  i s  the fourth  R o c k e fe lle r  hom e I've

v is it e d  in - -  the s e a - s id e  h ou se  in  C an eel B ay P lan ta tion  in  the V irg in

is la n d s  w hich  i s  L a u r en ce 's  and M ary 's  and I su p p ose  u sed  by a l l  the 

R o c k e fe l le r s , the ranch in the Grand T eto n s , and L au ren ce  and M a ry 's  

p e r so n a l h ou se  in  W oodstock, V erm on t.

T h is h o u se  has g rea t c o lo n ia l ch arm . S paciou s grounds su rrou n d  

the h ou se  and the app roach  i s  to an  avenue of liv e  o a k s. T he f lo o r s  of 

w id e b oa rd s la id  down b e fo re  the R evo lu tio n a ry  War g leam  s o ft ly  and a r e  

s c a t te r e d  w ith  b r ig h t ru g s, hooked, n eed lep o in t. And on the w a lls  th ere  

a r e  sa m p le r s  and m orn in g  p ie c e s  and quaint, s t if f  A m e r ica n  p r im itiv e  

p o r tr a its .

The h ou se  c o v e r s  a w ide range of A m erica n  liv in g  r igh t on down  

to the V ic to r ia n . I found it  u tte r ly  ch arm in g .

We had co ffe e  in  bed . And then w e d r e s s e d  and w en t to the o ld  

B ru ton  P a r r ish  E p isco p a l C hurch - -  Lyndon and la n d  Lynda B ir d  and  

Chuck and B e r y l  and Jake w ith  u s . I t's  a v en era b le  old  b u ild in g , and  

I'v e  sp en t h ou rs w ith  M rs. Johnson in  the g ra v ey a rd  and w alk in g  

through the in s id e  look ing at a l l  o f the p laq ues w h ere  the n a m es o f so  

m a n y  s ig n e r s  of the D ec la ra tio n  of Independence and founding fa th ers  

ad orn  the w a lls .
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We sa t in  G eorge W ashington's own pew  on the fron t row . T he  

ch o ir  w a s a b so lu te ly  lo v e ly . And then ca m e the serm o n . T he R ev eren d  

C oachw orth  P in k n ey  L ew is  gave sh o rt sh r ift  to any B ib lic a l tex t and then  

lau n ch ed  into a g en era l d is c u s s io n  of the s ta te  o f the U nion and of the 

w orld  - -  touching on c iv i l  r ig h ts , d iso r d e r  in  the s tr e e t s ,  and g e n e r a l  

u p h ea v el in  the N ation . And then I fr o z e  in  m y  sea t a s  1 h ea rd  him  

sa y , "And then th ere  is  the q u estion  of V ie t-N a m . S in ce th ere  is  a 

ra th er  g e n e ra l c o n se n su s  that som eth in g  is  w rong in  V ie t-N a m  - -  a 

co n v ica tio n  sh a r ed  by le a d e r s  o f nation s tra d itio n a lly  our fr ie n d s , lea d in g  

m ilita r y  e x p e r ts  and the rank and f i le  o f A m erica n  c it iz e n s . We w on d er  

i f  so m e  lo g ic a l ,  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  exp lan ation  m igh t be g iv en . . ", and on  

and on. "We a r e  a p p a lled  that ap p aren tly  th is i s  the on ly  w a r  in  our 

h is o tr y  w hich  h as th ree  t im es  a s  m an y c iv il iz n s  a s  m il ita r y  c a s u a lt ie s .

It i s  p a r tic u la r ly  reg r e tta b le  that to m o st n ation s o f the w o r ld  the 

s tr u g g le s  pu rp ose  a p p ea rs  a s  n e o -c o lo n ia lis m . " And then , v e er e d  

180 d e g r e e s  - -  "We a r e  m y stif ie d , " he sa id , "by n ew s acco u n ts  

su g g e stin g  that our b ra v e  figh tin g  u n its  a re  inh ib ited  by d ir e c t iv e s  

and inadqquate equipm ent from  u s in g  th eir  c a p a c i t ie s  to term in a te  

the c o n flic t  s u c c e s s fu lly . W hile p led gin g  our lo y a lty , w e a sk  hum bly, 

sh y ? "  ,
17~  ■

I turned  tfee ston e on the Qns:^ie and b o iled  on the in s id e . I 

thought of L yndon’s a sk in g  for eq u al tim e and r is in g  to the pu lp it to
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exp la in  to him  w hy. But no, i f  I thought he should n't u se  the pulpit 

fo r  w hat h e  w a s  doing, how m uch l e s s  w ould it  b eco m e a  v is it in g  

w o rsh ip p er  to r is e  and a n sw er .

I thought o f the h e a d lin e s  o fa ll the p a p ers  I had s e e n  - -  so m e  

th ree  or four w h ile  w e had had our c o ffe e . And they had a n sw ered  

h is  q u estio n . Lyndon had ju st spent two days and thousands o f m ile s  

tra v e lin g  a c r o s s  the country  a n sw er in g  e x a c t ly  h is  q u estio n s  —  

w hy a r e  w e th e r e ?

The r e a lly  s ick en in g  p art - -  the fr igh ten in g  p art - -  w a s how  

co m p le te ly  he had sw a llo w ed  the b il l  o f goods he had b een  fed  by w hat 

I f e e l  a r e a lly  d an gerou s fo r c e s .

M ean w hile , it  w as a lm o st  am u sin g  to w atch  h is  e x p r e s s io n  - -  

so  u n ctu ou s, so  a lm o s t  p lead in g  it w a s .

A ll th ings end. And then f in a lly  the b eau tifu l ch o ir  r a is e d  it s  

g r ea t v o ic e . And then w e w ere  w alk in g  s t if f ly  out the d oor.

T h ere  of c o u r se  w as that w ond erfu l m a la is e  - -  the fla sh in g  

c a m e r a s , the crow d s of c a su a l to u r is ts  and v is i to r s  lin in g  the s t r e e t s ,  

sm ilin g , c h e e r in g , rea ch in g  thei'r hands - -  off in  the d is ta n ce  to the 

le f t ,  a v e r y  sm a ll  group of p r o te s to r s  w ith  b an n ers . I cou ld  on ly  s e e  

the w ord  "peace" . And The R ev eren d  C oatsw orth  P in k n ey  L ew is  - -  

hand exten d ed . B e it  sa id  for  m y husband that he sh ook  hands b r ie f ly  

w ith  a sm ile  w h ile  I sa id , "The ch o ir  w as b ea u tifu l. " And w e step p ed
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in to  the w aitin g  ca r  w ith  a w ave to the crow d.

L a te r , L-yndon look ed  at m e w ith  a rye s m ile  and sa id , " G reater  

lo v e  hath no m an  th^n that he g o es  to the E p isco p a l C hurch w ith  h is  

w ife ."

I fe lt  v e r y  s o r r y  fo r  h im  and v e r y  an gry  - -  two days of hard  

w ork, a g rea t even in g  a t the G rid iron  - -  a l l  of it  ending on th is d e fla tin g , 

p ain fu l n o te . I m u st sa y  though it w as a great coup for  the o th er s id e .  

And the r e a lly  sad  part w as I ca n 't b e lie v e  he knew w h o se  b il l  o f good s  

h e had bought.
I . - ■ . •

Som ehow  oddly, I fe lt  even  s o r r ie r  for  Chuck than I did for  

Lyndon. He look ed  so  p e c u la r ily , v u ln era b le , hurt, q u estion in g , 

u n cer ta in  w hat a young m an w ho is  about to go out and figh t th is  w ar  

shou ld  think or do about that so r t  of p erfo rm a n ce  by a m in is te r  at 

h o m e.

T he m in is te r  had p len ty  of m im eo g ra p h ed  c o p ie s  w h ich  he 

d is tr ib u te d  to the p r e s s  a fterw a rd  w e h ea rd , along w ith  a ra th er  

a m a z in g  s ta tem en t - -  " C r itic ism " , he sa id , "was the fa r th e r e s t  th ing  

from  m y  m in d . I in ten d ed  none, and I gath er that the P r e s id e n t  took  

no o ffen se , but u n d erstood  it  in the s p ir it  of h o n est, r ea so n a b le , 

ex p lo ra tio n  o f an id ea . One is n 't  p r iv ile g e d  to te ll  the P r e s id e n t  of 

the U nited  S ta tes  w hat he th inks v e r y  often . "

I ■ j . .. i-



MEMORANDUM

C  : THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

Sunday, N o vem b er 12, 1967 P a g e  5

B a ck  at B a s s e t t  H ou se Lyndon changed  into le is u r e  c lo th e s  

and took Chuck and Jake and w ent out to p l a ^  g o lf a t the G olden H o r s e -

shoe G olf Club w ith  a p r o . .

It w as a b eau tifu l golden Indian su m m er day, and I cou ld  not 

b ea r  to w a ste  m y  one day in  W illia m sb u rg . So I c a lle d  up the H u m e lse in e s .  

T h ey  g e n e r o u s ly  sa id  it  w ouldn't d istu rb  th e ir  lunch  hour although I knew  

i t  d id . And w e spent the next two h o u rs in  a d e ligh tfu l d r iv e  around the 

s tr e e t s  of W illia m sb u rg  see in g  the new  r e s to r a tio n s  that a r e  un derw ay - -  

that a r e  p lanned. And d riv in g  out to C a r te r 's  G rove. H ere  w e stop p ed  

going in  through the en tran ce  o f what h as b een  c a lle d  the m o s t  b ea u tifu l  

hous'@,in A m e r ica  - -  bu ilt in  in s ta llm e n ts  a s  so  m any g rea t h o u se s  h ave  , 

b een , b eg in n in g  in about 1740 w ith  a daughter of one of the f ir s t  A m e r ic a n  

tycoon s - -  a tide w a ter  p lan tation  ow n er. It had been  p r iv a te ly  owned  

u n til not so  long ago w hen it had found it s  w ay - -  v e r y  fo r tu n a te ly  I th ink - -  

in to  the W illia m sb u rg  C orp oration , ow ned by the R o c k e fe l le r s . And i t  

w il l  now be opened to the public and sa fegu ard ed .

It fa ced  on the J a m es R iv er  - -  a  m a g n ificen t v iew  — w ith  the 

great tu lip  p o p la rs .

Lynda B ird  cam e and m e t u s , b rin g in g  a g in g erb rea d  m an. B y  

th is  tim e I w as ra v en o u s. And M r. H u m else in e  took u s through, te ll in g  

u s  about the furnitl?^'*-, the m old in g , the hand ca rv in g  on the b a n is t e r s ,  

the room  w h ere  G eorge W ashington su p p o sed ly  w as turned down by s o m e
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la d y  w h o se  hand he sought.

And then w e drove back  to W illia m sb u rg  and w ent to a tavern  

w h ich  i s  in  the p r o c e s s  of b e in g  r e s to r e d . And M r. H u m else in e  to ld

a lo t  about the p r o c e s s  - -  how th ey  ca re fu lly  rub and rub and rub - -

■ ■ . '  ■ ■ ' :  ■ ■ '  ■ ■ ' '  •  - J  ■

that through 7 c o a ts  of paint - -  to le t  the h ou se  te ll  it s  s to r y  and se e

w hat w a s th ere  in  the beg inn ing . *•

We w entcto the a r c h a e o lo g ic a l lab , and th ere  w as a lon g  co u n ter  

w ith  b rok en  b its  o f g la s s  and ch ina and hardw3:re. And ev en  so m e  te x t i le s  

on it . A ll the th ings that had been  dug up and they w e re  u n earth in g  fo r  
‘ ■ ■ ■ ' '

 ̂ a  new  r e s to r a t io n . T he r ic h e s t  tr e a su r e  tro v es  a r e  found in  abandoned

w e lls  or  d itc h e s . S o m e  a re  s if te d  from  the f ir s t  18 in ch es  of the s o i l .

And th ey  t e l l  a lo t about how the e a r ly  s e t t le r s  o f th is coun try  liv ed , 

w hat th ey  a te  o ff o f and drank out of, and bu ilt th eir  h o u ses  fro m .

F in a lly  about 3:30 - -  a b so lu te ly  fa m is h e d  - -  w e a r r iv e d  b ack  

a t B a s s e t t  H ou se . I thanked the H u m e lse in e s . And they m u st have le f t  

w ith  a s ig h  o f r e l ie f .  M r. H u m else in e  had begun h is  g ree tin g  w ith  m e  

by say in g  I am  ju st a s  m ad a s  I can be; "I think what the m in is te r  did  

w as in  ex q u is ite  bad ta s te . "

It w a s  a fte r  3:00 w hen w e had our lunch - -  Lyndon in  from  a  good  

gam e o f go lp " -- and m e ra v en o u s. And we had ham . My v is i t  to 

W illiam  sb u rg  w ould  not have b een  co m p le te  w ithout som e o f that 

s p ic e y  V irg in ia  ham .
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We sa t around the R o c k e fe lle r 's  long dining table - -  the John son s  

and P ic k le s  and C huck and Lynda and M arie  and Juanita and the C h r is t ia n s . 

And then w e both tr ie d  to take n ap s, but m o s tly  I ju st r ea d  the Sunday 

p a p ers  in  that p e c u lia r  d ragg in g  m ood w hich  the m orn in g  had brought 

on.

When Lyndon w oke up, he w ent for a w alk  around the ground  

w ith  Y uki. He put on quite a show , ch a s in g  e v e r y  sq u ir r e l that d arted  

a c r o s s  the g r a s s .

T h ere  rem a in ed  the w h ole  tim e of our s ta y  th ere  a  s iz e a b le  

crow d around the g a te s  of the R o c k e fe lle r  h o u se , w a itin g  to s e e  Lyndon. 

And e v e r y  tim e w e w ent in or out they w ould ch e er  and sm ile  and w ave.

It w a s the o d d est m ix tu re  of r e a l a ffec tio n a te  w e lco m e  and an u n ex p ec ted  

s la p  in  the fa c e .

Lyndon and Yuki w ent up and down the fen ce  v is it in g  w ith  the 

fo lk s . T hat l i t t le  dog i s  the m o st ex tra o rd in a ry  so u rce  axud of co m fo rt  

and a m u sem en t to h im . L a ter  he sa id  to m e , "What do you think o f  

Y uki?" H e's  b een  from  the red  c la y  h il ls  of F o r t B enning to the 

w h ite  capped  w a v es  o f the E n te r p r ise .

Lynda and Chuck and I had a b r id ge  gam e, a ltern a tin g  w ith  the 

P ic k le s .  T hen w e a l l  read  the p a p ers  around the f ir e . And fin a lly  about 

8:30 w e had a lig h t d in n er, and then le f t  the B a s s e t t  H ou se ab oard  the 

ch op p er to f l y  b ack  to W ashington - -  the sa m e route that so  m any
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fo r e ig n  v is i t o r s  m ake from  our h is to r ic  beginn ing to our ca p ita l c ity .

F or  m e at le a s t  i t  w as a day of low  ebb - - o f  bein g  un able to  

shake lo o s e  from  the p a ra ly z in g  e ffe c ts  of the m orn in g  in sp ite  of 

flie w on d erfu l o p p ortu n ities  of the p ic tu resq u e  h is to r ic  se ttin g  and  

w hat ough?t to have b een  a re la x in g  tim e w ith c lo se  fr ie n d s .

We se t t le d  onto the W hite H ouse grounds ju st b e fo re  11:00. 

And Lyndon w en t up to a tta ck  h is  n ight read ing and I to b ed .


