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F r id a y , N ov em b er  17th, our 33rd  w edding a n n iv e r sa r y . If I w e r e  to 

graph our d ays h ere  in  the W hite H o u se , I w ould put a c o n s id e ra b le  clim u-u.p  

on th is  d a y .

F o r  m e , it  began  u n sp ec ta c u la r ly  w ith  a v i s i t  to th e d o c to r ’s o f f ic e  to 

fin ish  up the m e d ic a l exam  that I had go tten  at J im  C a in 's  r e q u e s t . And then  

w ork ed  w ith  A sh to n . A ll the tim e  m y  r e a l  in te r e s t  c en ter in g  in  L yndon’n 

room  w h ich  w as a b ee  h ive  of a c t iv ity  in  p rep a ra tio n  of a P r e s s  C on feren ce  

that w ould take p lace  at 11:00 . It w ould  be fu l l - s c a le  in  the E a st  R o o m , 

t e le v is e d  - -  the B ig  Sh ow . It w as what I had b een  w an tin g . But w ou ld  it b e .

I w as rea d y  b y  the e le v a to r  a t one m in ute to e le v e n  w hen Lyndon camts 

ja u n tily  out in  a h u r r y . Som e t im e s  I th ink  he w e a rs  ja u n tin ess  a s  a c lo a k  - -  

a badge o f co u rage  to fa ce  the w o r ld , w hen in s id e  he*s ju s t  a s  q u iv er in g  a.nd 

u n su re  a s  anybody e l s e .

We w alk ed  b r isk ly  in to  the E a st R oom  and he s tr o lle d  d ir e c t ly  to  the

m ic r o p h o n e . I took  a front row  s e a t .  And the n ext 30 m in u tes  w ere  a ll  I had
<3L.- .

w a n ted . He had on a l iv e l ie r  m ik e . He did not d e liv e r  a p rep a red  stateniaat^  

b u t lau n ch ed  iatja im m e d ia te ly  into q u estio n s  w ith  a t e r s e ,  kHXSioasBSiac businesK  - 

lik e  fa sh io n . L a te r , the p a p ers  d e sc r ib e d  it  a s  a tour de fo r c e ,  the new  

Joh n son , e a s y  and m o re  r e la x e d . It w as a v il la g e  Lyndon Joh n son  p er fo rm a n ce  

and a fo r e ta s te  of cam p aign  1968.

He stam p ed  h is  fe e t  on th e  flo o r  to il lu s tr a te  a ta c t ic ,  he punched a fis i 

in to  a p a lm , he u se d  f ir s t  e x p r e s s iv e  p h r a s e s , "the tim e cam e w hen w e had 

to put up or shut u p . We put up " . "A ll peop le  lo v e  p e a c e , but you ca n 't have
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f r e e d o m  w ithout defend ing i t . ” *And w ith  c o o ly  rjdned s a r c a s m / ' l  ca n ’t 

sa y  th at th is  d is s e n t  h a s con trib u ted  m u c h . ”

And then  at la s t  what w e a ll f e e l .  "T here i s  a d if feren ce  b e tw een  co n stru ctiv e  

d is s e n t  and s to r m -tr o o p e r  b u lly in g , how ling and tak ing the la w  into:^Kwjir own  

h a n d s ."

In w hat se e m e d  lik e  a few  m o m e n ts , it  w as o v e r . I fe lt  a  su rg e  of e la tion  

and pride a s  w e w alked  q u ick ly  out of the E a st R o o m . T h is  w ou ld  c e r ta in ly  be  

a b u g le  c a l l ,  a sh ot in  the a r m , to  our fr ien d s  and s u p p o r te r s . I th in k  it  m igh t  

s e r v e  to bp«Ider a l l  o f th o se  th ousan d s of peop le who w ant to  be w ith  u s ,  but 

w ho a r e  in to  u n cer ta in ty  by  the constantai* b a rrage  of co lu m n s and

te le v is io n .

W hatever I m igh t g et for m y  w edding a n n iv e r sa r y , th is  w a s  m y  r e a l  

p r e s e n t .

I thought o f a l l  h is  s ta ff  and fr ien d s  who lik e  m e had w anted h im  to go 

on t e le v is io n .  And o f what one TV in d u stry  m an  had s a id , " T h ere i s  som eth in g  

w ron g  w ith  the te le v is io n  in d u stry  i f  w e can*t get th is  m an th e w ay h e  r e a lly  

is ,."

It had  b een  fo r c e fu l, d ir e c t , t e r s e ,  e x c it in g .

I sp en t the n ext th ree  hou rs w ith  L ynda and B e s s  w orking on th e  w eddin g. 

L unch on a tr a y  in m y  b ed ro o m .

And then  about 2 :3 0 , I had a fittin g .w ith  A d ele  S im p son  w i t h P a t s y  

who i s  so  funny. A d ele  g iv e s  him  in str u c tio n s  a m ile  a m in u te , and he with  

h is  m outh  fu ll o f p ins lo o k s m o re  and m o r e  lik e  he w ould e x p lo d e . F in a lly
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he ta k es  th em  out of h is  m outh and s a y s ,  "M iss S im p so n , w a it , w a it ,  I*m 

doing i t ."

The day had another dear and w ond erfu l e v e n t. L ynda and C hu ck  planned  

euid h o ste d  a l i t t le  a n n iv e r sa r y  p arty  for  u s  in  the Y e llo w  O val R o o m  beginning  

at 6 :0 0 . Lynda m ade up the l i s t  e n t ir e ly .

I put on m y  new  w hite  satipl w ith  the g lit te r  and w as th er e  at 6 :0 0  p ro m p tly . 

She had a sk ed  B e s s  and T y le r , and L iz  and L e s ,  the J a ck  B rook s and Tom  

and M ary C la rk , and M arny and C lark  C liffo rd , and A be and C a r o l ,  John  

and A sh to n , the L eon ard  M a rk s, the Jake P ic k le s ,  M ary  M a rg a r e t without 

Jack  who i s  in  South A m e r ic a , the B ill  W h ites , and w hen k s  she h a d  heard  

M ary L a sk a 'w a s  in  tow n sh e c a lle d  her up b e la te d ly  and M ary  jo in ed  u s .

L yndon cam e in  a l it t le  la t e ,  b r in g in g , a s  a lw a y s , a  few  m o r e  f o lk s .

M a r ie , and G eorge  and H elen  M ahon.

It w as an enchanting t im e  w ith  the d esk  p iled  h igh  w ith  p r e s e n t s ,

Lynda and Chuck gave m e , d e lig h tfu lly , a bib w ith  " L yn 's G randm other"  

e m b r o id e r ed  on i t .  And for  L yndon , a m atch in g  o n e , "L yn’s G ran d fath er” .

But a l l  the o th er  p r e se n ts  w ere  for  m e . And I had nothing for L yn d on . H ow  

did he know how m u ch  I lo v ed  " A rtarito  and the D oves"  b y  H enrieti^V yattS.

And h e  had c a lle d  the H ead of T ex a s  T ech  to s e e  if  he cou ld  buy i t  fro m  th e m .  

T h ey  had resp on d ed  by gettin g  in  touch w ith  the d on or, and b e tw een  them  th ey  

had a l l  d ec id ed  that th ey  w anted to g iv e  it  to h im  so  that he could  m ak e a g ift  

to m e .
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A pain ting i s  a v e r y  p e r ilo u s  and u n certa in  thing to g iv e . B ut th is  one 

I a d o r e .

L yndon had a ls o  a sk ed  M athilde Krina to find s e v e r a l ,  sen d  th e m , le t  

u s lo o k  at th em  and ch o o se  o n e . Two had c o m e , and p ic tu re s  o f o th e r s .  I 

lik ed  th e m , but not enough for the am ount o f m o n ey  in v o lv e d . And fro m  the 

p r a c tic a l standpoint o f w h ere  w e cou ld  hang them  at the R an ch . T h is  le a s e  

w ill  e x p ir e . We m u st not th ink o f th e se  h ig h -c e ilin g e d  ro o m s a s  a r e a l  hom e  

for  p a in tin gs that oeuax a r e  o u r s .

I lo v e  the fact that he w as m ak ing p lan s to s e a r c h  for  so m eth in g  r e a lly  

C . g o o d . And I sh a ll lo o k  and lo o k  and lo o k  p robab ly  w ith  M a ry .

T h ere  w ere  m other d eligh tfu l th in gs . The front page o f the N ew  Y ork  T im e s  

on the day that w e m a r r ie d , N ovem b er 17, 1933, and I read  the h e a d lin e s  

out lo u d . How h ila r io u s  th ey  w e r e , how m u ch th ey  spoke o f the p r o b le m s of 

today - -  r io ts  in  the s t r e e t s ;  T V A , a new  kind o f w ar - -  and now  itfe h y d ro -

e le c tr ic  p r o je c ts  in  u n d erd evelop ed  c o u n tr ie s . So m an y  o f the sa m e  p r o b le m s  

w e on ly  note to  m ake u s p h ilo so p h ic .

T h ere  w e r e  o th er  d e lig h tfu l p r e s e n t s .  A flow er  bow l w ith  a m e s s a g e  th at  

th ere  w e r e  flo w er  s e e d s  to  c o m e , from  T y le r  and B e s s ,

A p ic tu re  o f th e new  Suprem e C ou rt, from  M ary and T o m . B ut w hat I 

w an ted  w as one o f h im 'on  i t .

A r t b o o k s , from  C lark  and M arn y .

And a p ick le  fo r k , th e ir  tr a d e m a r k , from  B aron  and J a k e .
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Lynda m ad e a t o a s t ,  and Chuck - -  a p o is e d , m a n ly , quite a r tic u la te  to a s t .  

And then  L yndon , v e r y  sw e e t  and r ic h  and fu lso m e .

A  th ird  o f a  c e n tu r y , it*s b een , s in c e  I le f t  the b r ic k  hou se  that N ovem b er  

m o rn in g , fu ll of u n ce r ta in ty , and wound up at S t , M a r k 's , m o re  fu ll of change  

than any s im ila r  p er iod  in  the h is to r y  of m a n , I b e l ie v e .  So how lu ck y  w e are  

to  h ave l iv e d  i t .

About 8 :0 0 , L ynda and Chuck le f t  to go to  a B en efit for  the W om ens  

N a tio n a l D e m o cr a tic  C lub , Ma f̂fe H ar*^  - -  Lynda in  h er  b la c k -v e lv e t  tx en ch  

c o a t .

And a ll the g u e s ts  m e lte d  a w a y , and Lyndon w ent back  to h is  o ff ic e  . 1  

w ork ed  q u ie t ly  for  another hour and a  h k lf . And then after  10:00 , L yndon  

cam e and the tw o of u s ,  though stra n g e  and u n u su a l thing in  our l i f e ,  had

dinner a lo n e . And to bed e a r ly .


