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T h an k sg iv in g  D ay , N ovem b er  2 3 rd , w as a day of sh e er  con ten tm en t, 

sa tis fy in g  to r e m e m b e r , so ft a s  v e lv e t  or c r e a m ..  The w eath er  w a s  b r igh t  

. b lu e and g o ld , and I had co ffee  in  bed and did a coup le of h ou rs w o rk  know ing

th at Lypdon. w as content w ith  l i t t le  P a tr ic k  L yn on the bed b e s id e  h im  - -  h is  

f e e t  s tra ig h t up in the a ir ,  batting the n e w sp a p er , and H elen  handy to tak e  

h im  if  he sq u e a le d .

C lo se  to  n oon , I ga th ered  to g eth er  som e pain tin gs from  the o ff ic e  in  the  

s to r a g e  room  and rode up to the M a rtin . J a m es and I w ent through the h o u se  

try in g  th em  h e r e  and th e r e , w h ile  P au l and fo llow ed  and sa id  th ey  l ik e d  

th is  one h e r e  and an oth er  one th e r e .
T hey

T he h ou se  w a s a b so lu te ly  g le a m in g . "WSBchad spent th re e  h ou rs c le a n in g  

i t  u p , th ey  to ld  m e , and th ey  w e re  go in g  to have 75 g u e s ts  for lu n ch . T h ey  

w e r e  sp rea d in g  ta b le s  out in  the front y a rd  and a g rea t b ig  a r m y  tru ck  d ro v e  

u p  w ith  tu rk ey s  and an a s so r tm e n t o f p ie s .  It look ed  lik e  a l l  day s in g in g  

and d in n er on the grounds b ack  a t K arn ack .

L yndon drove up w ith  th e top  dow n, and he and I and M arie  d rove  around  

. the M artin  and the D antz and the R ea g a n . The la s t  co lo r  of fa ll  i s  a lm o s t  gon e . 

H ere  and th ere  a sch u m a c  or a r ed  oak w ith  the la s t  le a v e s  co p p ery  r e d ,  

and the fr o s t  h as got even  the cow pin d a is ie s .

About 1:3 0 we m et w ith  the K rim s at the hangar and w ent in  for  a lig h t  

lu n ch  an tic ip a tin g  the b ig  Thanks g iv in g  ̂ gJinner th is  e v en in g . . D e lic io u s  h o m e -

m ad e soup  w ith  lu c io u s  b its  o f m e a t and M ary’s corn b read  - -  i t  i s  a c r o s s  

b etw een  sp oon b read  and co rn b rea d . And butterm il|<  and fru it s a la d . .
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It w as a v e r y  sm a ll  group for  the L B J R anch - -  on ly  s ix  o f u s  . Lyndon  

and I and the K rim s and Jim  and M a r ie .

L u c i and P a t and Lynda and Chuck had flow n down to the b ig  g a m e at 

C o lle g e  S ta tio n .

A fter  lu n ch , w e eill took  a nap and then  about 4:30 J e s s e  K ellu m  csune 

and w e h e lic o p te r e d  o v er  to the M eirrt»en R anch and drove around w ith  A,  W . 

and M a y y iBiiron to in sp e c t  h is  new  a ir p o r t . H e 's  bought a sm a ll B e e c h  B a ro n , 

w h ich  he sa y s  he w ill  u se  in  h is  c a ttle  b u s in e s s .  The au ction  b arn  i s  u n d erw ay . 

It w il l  be co m p le ted  in  M a rch . T h ey  d rove  a im le s s ly  hap py, lo o k in g , but 

not v e r y  h a rd , for  red  o a k s , or  s c h u m a c . E v er y  now and then  w h en  they sa w  

a  g lin t o f r e d , l ilin< iy li»ton and I got out of the car  and w alked  o v e r  to in sp ec t  

i t .  We found nothing p e r fe c t  ex cep t v ie w s  - -  the m o s t  g lo r io u s  v i e w s .  On 

o f th e m , on top  of a m a s s a  - - s o  fla t it  look ed  lik e  it  had b een  chopped  off 

by so m e g ian t k n ife . It w as a p e r fe c t  360 d eg ree  v ie w .

T h ere  w as a lo n g  dead cam p  f ir e  w ith  som e sm ooth  ro ck s by th at so m eo n e  

had e v id en tly  d ragged  up as  s e a t s .  I 11U 1 1 7■mtiiu s a id , " W ell, th ey  had a w ie n e r  

r o a s t  h ere

I t 's  a d eligh tfu l cou n try  to r a is e  ch ild ren  in , that i s  i£ th ey  lo v e  the 

o u td oors and roam  it  and le a r n  about it  .

D ark  c o m e s  e a r ly  n o w . No m o re  the lin k  the tw ilig h ts  o f su m m e r .

A t 6 :00  in  the dark  w e flew  b ack  to the L B J R anch . The com p an y  w as 

a lr e a d y  th e r e .  I had in v ited  the N ugents who a r e  v is it in g  L u c i in  m a s s .

The J e r r y  N u gen t, S r . ' s ,  h er  father and m oth er ;-in -la w , and h e r  A unt,
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M r s . L a n d e r s , and the J e r r y  N u gen t, J r .* s .  And I had in v ited  four o£ the

■

lo n so m e  o n e s .  J e s s e  Kelluna and Jess«fe H u n ter, sw jrcou sin  L e la  and cou sin  

O r io le .  T h ey  w e r e  a l l  s ittin g  in  the liv in g  room  gettin g  a cq u a in ted . Pat 

and JLuci and JLynda and Chuck h ad 'ju st com e in . T h ey  a ll  had a d r in k . I 

a sk ed  one of the stew a rd s  to  b r in g  in  the g r ea t b ig  tu rk ey , fat and g o ld en , 

and about 25 pounds on the b ig g e s t  p la tter  in  the h o u s e . H e c ir c le d  th e  

l iv in g  room  w ith  it  and our an tic ip a tio n  r o s e .

A bout 7 :OG we w ent in  - -  19 o f u s . I at the l it t le  tab le  w ith  M r . Nugent 

on m y  r igh t and Chuck and Lynda on m y  le f t  and J e s s e  a s  m y  c o - h o s t /  And 

L u c i B a in es  a s  L yndon’s h o s te s s  at the b ig  ta b le .

L u c i gave u s a  lon g  and e loq u en t b le s s in g , fu ll o f  h er  p le a su r e  in  life  

and fa m ily . And th en  w e a ll  s e t  to on the tu rk ey , both d o m e s tic  and w ild ,

d r e ss in g  and cra n b e rr y  sa u ce  and hot r o l l s ,  lu c io u s  sw e e t  potatos w ith  m a r s h -
i  ■

s m e llo w s  on to p , g reen  b e a n s , la m a  b e a n s , and cra n b e rr y  sa la d , cru n ch y  

w ith  nuts and c e le r y .  And f in a lly , m in ce  pie and coffee..

T h ere  a re  o c c a s io n s  w hen it  i s  p lea sa n t to s tu ff, and T h an k sg iv iiig  the 

b e s t  o f th e se ^ .

W hen d inner w as o v e r , I w ent to the bridge tab le  w ith  u n se e m ly  h a s te ,  

tak in g  the f ir s t  th ree  who had v o lu n teered  to  p la y . M r . and M r s . N ugent 

and L e la . But I w as g lad  th at Lynda and Chuck g o t up a gam e in  the next 

room  - -  J e r r y  J r . and Jesste H u n ter.

We p layed  at le a s t  a couple of h o u r s . And the N ugents a re  w on d erfu l 

p la y e r s .  L e la  a c ts  a s  though she h a s n e v e r  counted a hand or h ea rd  of a r u le .
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and y e t sh e a lw ays m a n a g es  to end up w inning and I lo s in g . And soon  w e
■ ■ / i  

• \
\v ere  a ll  laugh ing h ila r io u s ly . She h a s g rea t hum or w ith  a touch  of R hubolter  

in  i t .  She w ould  sa y  so m eth in g  ou tra g eo u s and ca ck le  w ith  la u g h te r . And 

we a ll  had a good t im e .

F in a lly , so m eo n e  r o se  to g o , and p r e se n t ly  we had sa id  goodbye to  

e v e r y o n e . O nly L u c i and P at and JLynda and Chuck r em a in e d . And w e paused  

for  a la s t  w ord  and th en  se t t le d  into our c h a ir s  a s  one a fter  another thought 

up a s to r y  th ey  w anted  to  t e l l .  I had a djjubonnet n igh t cap and s a t  q u ie t ly  

m o s t ly  sa v o r in g  th e ir  ta lk .

i^ ia n l» ± > r ig h t  and so m e tim e s  b r itt le  v « iy e ts  from  the p eo p le  and even ts

o f h e r  l i f e ,  and L uci*s bubbling flow  that is  so m e tim e s  in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  

in s ig h t and p h ilogophy sa g e  beyond h er  y e a r s ,

T hen I realizedstkisscthat th is  i s  r e a lly  T h an k sg iv in g . And th is  i s  w hat I 

have to be thankful f o r .  I am  r ea so n a b ly  s a t is f ie d  w ith  the w ay  both o f  th ese  

ch ild ren  have tu rn ed  o u t. And I tr u ly  lik e  th e ir  two young m e n . And today  

h a s  b e e n  p e r fe c t  and fu ll .

I sh a ll r e m e m b e r  that e v en in g . I hope th ey  w i l l .  T h ere  w a s  m o re  to  it  

than m an y  I 'v e  crow d ed  w ith  e x c item en t and big n a m es and im p ortan t e v e n ts .


