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W ed n esd ay , N ov em b er  2 9 , 1967 P a g e  1

W ed n esd ay , N ovem b er 29th , w as a stran ge  d ay .

T o b eg in  w ith , I w oke up at 10;2C in  the m orn in g  - -  the b e s t  n ig h t's  

s le e p  I*ve had in  a g e s  . 10 so lid  h o u r s . I had b een  in  bed w ith  a co ld  th e  

day b e fo r e . Thank h e a v e n s , I've  h a rd ly  lo s t  four days fro m  i l ln e s s  in  t h e s e  

fou r y e a r s  in  the W hite H o u se . T od ay , it  wasn*t any b e tte r , but I w a s  rea ted .  

So I sp en t a lo n g , qu iet day w ork ing in  bed doing in term in a b le  au tograp hiiig  

of C h r is tm a s  p r e se n ts  - -  fa m ily  p ic tu r e s , en g ra v in g s o f the W hite H o u se ;  

c o p ie s  of the "L iving W hite H o u se" , so m e tim e s  m o re  p erso n a l p ic t u r e s .

It began  to fe e l  Tpery dull and stu p id . And then  I thought o f th at one p i c t u r e  

that Lyndon h as of FD R  autographed  to  h im , and how m uch it  h a s  m e a n t t o  u s  

for  th ir ty  y e a r s .  And i f  ju s t  c o n c e iv a b ly  th ree  of th e se  300 or  m o r e  th a t I a m

doing m ea n  that m uch to  so m eb o d y , it  w ill  be w orth  i t .
2

L yn and I had lunch on a tra y  in  m y  r o o m . I did som e d esk  work, w itk  

L iz  and N eta  B ro w n . •

O ver the w hole  day hung a p a ll - -  the departu re o f Bob M cN am ara  fi’om  

the S e c r e ta r y  o f  D e fen se  to b eco m e the head of the W orld B an k . The 106 

m e m b er  co u n tr ie s  w ill  vo te  to d a y . But that d e c is io n  is  a lm o s t  fo r e g o n e .

But w e a re  t ie d  - -  he i s  t ie d  - -  u n til th ey  d ecid e  and m ake a s e le c t io n  knoivn. 

And m ea n w h ile  for two d ays n ow , the p r e s s  h as been  havin g  a f ie ld  d ay  

sp ecu la tin g  that h is  d ep artu re m ea n s that the haw ks w ill take o v e r ,  th ere* s  

a r ift  b etw een  h im  and L yndon , that the w hole C abinet i s  c ru m b lin g , ru m o rs  

of so  and so  and so  and so  who w ill  le a v e  n e x t . A so r t of p o iso n  that w ould
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go by o s m o s is  through the body o f the g o v ern m en t, sp rea d in g  su sp ic io n  and 

d is tr u s t  and p a ra ly z in g  v ig o r o u s , co n str u c tiv e  a c t io n . I fe e l a c tu a lly  p h y s ic a lly  

lo n e so m e  w hen  I th ink of h im  g o in g . W hen th in gs a re  a t th e ir  w o r s t ,  I a lw ays  

took  a so r t  o f c o m fo r t in knowing that h e 's  th e r e . One o f the tr o o p s . And a 

v e r y  sm a ll  band w e get to be som ietim es - -  or  so w e f e e l .  And I have con fid en ce  

th at h e *11 th ink of so m e th in g . H e 's  looked  w orn and thin and running on

sh e e r  s p ir it  for  a lon g  tim e  now , and I know it  w ill  be good for h im  and for 

M a rg y , w h ich  d o es  not m in im iz e  our c r u c ia l l o s s .

And then  on top  of th a t, h is  v e r y  d ep artu re  i s  bein g  m a n eu v er e d , m an ip u la ted , 

 ̂ in to  a w eapon to  f la y  L yndon w ith .

-  F in a lly  at 5 :3 C, I had an appointm ent w ith  L o u ise  H utch inson  o f th e

C h icago  T r ib u n e . F em in in e  ta lk  about how I fe e l  now that m y  seco n d  ch ild  is  

gettin g  m a r r ie d .

T hen a qu ick  sham poo and s e t .

And th en  I w ent u p sta ir s  to  the so la r iu m  to  p lay  b r id ge  w ith  L ynda and 

W a rrie  L ynn and C huck. W illie  D ay cam e and w e cut in and o u t . I had a 

d rin k .

And it  w as a v e r y  p lea sa n t e v en in g , q u ietly  w ith  good  fr ien d s  and the  

g lo r io u s  backdrop of the W ashington M onum ent.

It w as about 1C:2 0 w hen L yndon 's o ff ice  c a lle d . He w as on h is  w a y . I 

 ̂ . jo in ed  h im  q u ick ly  at the dinner tab le  w ith  G eorge C h ristia n  and T om  Joh n son .

And to  m y  s u r p r ise  and g rea t r e l i e f ,  he w as in  h igh  s p ir i t s ,  fu ll o f good  s to r ie s  

and la u g h te r .
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The m em b er  n ation s had m ad e th e ir  d e c is io n  on M cN am ara , and a 

s ta te m e n t had b een  is s u e d .  He show ed  m e a copy  of h is  s ta te m e n t and of 

M cN am ara*s. B oth e x c e l le n t .  If the p ap ers and the co lu m n ists  r e a d  them  

and u se  th em , the u g ly  m ood c r e a te d  in  the la s t  tw o days w ill  be d is p e r s e d .

B e fo re  w e had f in ish e d , I got w ord  from  the U sh er  - -  I had a sk e d  him  to  

c a ll  m e  at once - -  that G overn or and M rs . C onnally  had a r r iv e d  w ith  the • 

Ju lian  R e id s and M ike M y e r s , h is  E x ecu tiv e  A s s is ta n t .  T h ey  had b een  show n  

to th e ir  room  and w ere  on th e ir  w ay  to  the din ing room  to jo in  u s .

T h ere  w a s g rea t hugging and k is s in g . We took  our seco n d  cu p s  o£ c o ffe e  

in to the W est H a ll and s e t t le d  for w hat turned out to be a lon g  ta lk  un til n e a r ly
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2 :0 0 . N e llie  w a s a s  fu ll of sp ir it  a s  e v e r .  The s c a r ,  h o w e v e r , i s  d eep . But~

s k illfu lly  p la ced  and not o b tr u s iv e . But she d oes not y et have co m p le te
4 '

c o n tr o l o f h er  fa c ia l m u s c le s .  I

Lyndon ta lk ed  of M cN am ara 's  le a v in g , r e la y e d  the seq u en ce  o f  even ts  

fr o m  the b eg in n in g  - -  in  A u g u st, I th ink it  w a s*  - -  the M cN am ara*s stayed  

behind a fter  a m e e tin g  and sa id , "I want to  ta lk  to you about a p erso n sil, 

p e r so n n e l m a t te r ."  And then  he to ld  h im  that in the y e a r s  he had been  h e r e  

he had about 20 o ffe r s  of jo b s  — so m e  of them  for fabulous s a la r i e s .  He 

had to ld  a l l  of th em  that he w as going to  continue to s e r v e  the P r e s id e n t  a s  

lo n g  a s  he w anted h im . B u t, that now that the head  of the W orld B ank w as  

going to b eco m e  v a ca n t, and he w anted ,the P r e s id e n t to know th at that w as 

one job  that he w a s in te r e s te d  in . He a ls o  thought that it  m igh t w e ll  be th at 

the job  at D e fe n se , th e a d m in is tr a tio n , would b en efit from  a fr e s h  p erso n .
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L yndon l is te n e d  and sa id  n o th in g .

He w ent on through it  a l l  u n til h is  la s t  co n v ersa tio n  w ith  Bob ju s t  an hour  

o r  so  a g o . Bob w a s at hom e . He w anted  Lyndon to  know how h o r r id  it had a ll  

b e e n . Lyndon sa id  he sounded lik e  he w as a lm o st  in  t e a r s .

And th en  L yndon to ld  u s ,'fe x c ep t fo r  o n e , th is  i s  the h a r d e s t d a y  I have  

srpHKst sp en t in th is  j o b ."

I have se ld o m  fe lt  a s  s o r r y  for  h im . T he s e n se  of lo n l in e s s  and sep a ra tio n  

i s  d e e p . But it  w as co m fo rtin g  to  be w ith  N e llie  and John .

W e did la u g h , and w e to ld  th em  w e hoped th ey  w ould ea t lig h t and hot buy. 

anyth ing b ig g er  than a p ost card  w h ile  th ey  w ere  in  F r a n c e .

But n e a r ly  2 :0 0 , I s lip p ed  a w a y , and N e llie  d id , and we le f t  th e  m en u n til 

I do not know how  l a t e .


