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F o u r  y e a r s  ago to d ay , we m o v ed  into tne W hite H o u se .

And i t  h a s  b een  one of the m o s t  s a t i s fy m g  days of a l l  the p r e p a ra t io n s
i •

-  .  •  .  - I  '  ■  ’

fo r  L y n d a 's  w edd ing . Y e s te rd a y  and today  have b een  r e a l ly  r e l a t iv e ly  s e r e n e .

I t ' s  F r id a y  th a t  the  c re sc e n d o  b e g in s .

I w as up e a r ly  and  w o rk ed  a t  m y  d e s k .  And then  to A sh to n 's  o ffice  to 

go o v e r  w ith  N e ta  so m e  of the d e ta i ls  about the  C h r i s tm a s  p ic tu r e s  I am  s ig n in g .

i  M a ry  SBSfcrfand th e  Tom  

C la rk s  and  the  H a r r i m a n s .  E v e n  a  thum b p r in t  f ro m  L.yn w hose f in g e r  w ill be 

d ipped in to  the  in k .

In  the  o f f ic e ,  I found L u c i  w ork ing  on an  a lbum  fo r  L y n d a .  I t  i s  one of the  

m o s t  im a g in a t iv e  g ifts  I have e v e r  s e e n .  H idden in  the b inding is  a  l i t t l e  m u s ic  

box th a t  p lay s  " H e re  C o m es  the B r i d e " .  And th e re  w e re  p i c t u r e s ,  o ld  and 

f a m i l i a r ,  beg inn ing  w ith  L ynda  ag ed  6 m o n th s .  Then  L ynda  w ith  h e r  C h r i s tm a s  

s tock ing  in  f ro n t  of the f i r e p la c e  a t  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r s .  And on in to  p ic tu r e s  

I have n e v e r  s e e n .  An a d o ra b le  one of h e r  and  Chuck to g e th e r  h igh i n  the a i r  

on the F e r r i s  w hee l a t  the  C o u n try  F a i r  h e r e  on the  W hite H ouse  g ro u n d s .

L u c i  h a d  sp en t  h o u r s  going th ro u g h  th e  W hite H ouse f i le s  - -  the  l i t t l e  t in y  

f in g e r  n a i l  s iz e  p r in ts  th a t  you look  a t w ith  a m agnify ing  g la s s  and  th e n  se le c t  

w hat you w an t.  M any of th e m  w e re  one of a  k ind , but the cap tio n s  w e r e  what 

w e re  h i l a r i o u s . L u c i  h a s  a f r e s h n e s s ,  a  c r e a t iv i ty ,  th a t  a l l  of th e  t h r e e  o th e r  

Jo h n so n s  cannot quite e q u a l .  It w as  a  la b o r  of l o v e .

A ll in  a l l ,  I au to g ra p h e d  an en o rm o u s  s ta c k .  I 'm  c lo se  to be ing  th rough  

on C h r i s tm a s *  p r e p a r a t io n s .  T h a t i s ,  for the  s ta f f  and  f r i e n d s .  A nd f r a n t ic a l ly ,  |
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d e s p e ra te ly ,  noth ing  for th o se  c lo s e s t  to  m e .

A t 1Z:30, I went to the s o la r iu m  and  found n e a r ly  a l l  o u r  h o u se  g u es ts  

a s s e m b le d .  The Robbs and T re n n y ,  and  the M c A l l i s te r s ,  W a r r ie  a n d  P h y ll is  

and  L.uci and P a t .  Only Sam  H ouston  in  h is  r o o m .  I had  s topped  in  fo r  a  few 

m in u te s  w ith  h im .  He looks  r e m a rk a b ly  b e t t e r .  H e 's  lo s t  so m u c h  w e ig h t.  

D r .  V o ss  c o m e s  to  s e e  h im  o f ten , and  he*s s u re ly  going to get a  s t a r  in h is  

c ro w n  fo r  h is  k in d n e ss  to  h im .

T h e se  a r e  su ch  g e n ia l ,  happy  t im e s  - -  th is  w eek -lo n g  house  p a r t y .  And 

e v e ry o n e  of the  g i r l s  s e a r c h e s  fo r  th in g s  they  can  do fo r  L ynda  - -  to  r e l ie v e  

h e r  of s t r a i n  - -  to ru n  e r r a n d s  - - t o  sm o o th  any p a th .

I con tinued  w ork ing  in  the a f te rn o o n  with A sh ton . And then  w a r y  for 

e x e r c i s e ,  w ent to  the bowling la n e s  w h e re  I had  th re e  g a m e s .  I*ve d.one w ell  

th is  w e e k .  One sw im , two - -  o r  i s  i t  t h r e e  - -  bow lin g s ,  and  e x e r c i s e s  n e a r ly  

e v e r y  n ig h t .  T h en  I w alked  th ro u g h  the  whole h o u s e .

In the  E a s t  Room  the w o rk m e n  a r e  a s se m b l in g  a p la t fo rm  a l t a r  a g a in s t  

the c e n te r  of the  E a s t  W all ,  f lanked  by the ta l l  p i l a s t e r s  of R e b e c c a  H a r n e s s *  

b eau tifu l  s ta g e .  And th e r e  a r e  t a l l  co lum ns r is in g  by the. doo r th a t  would 

h o u se  TV l i g h t s .  T h e re  is  a  g r e a t ,  r e d  s c r e e n  down a t  the  sou th  end  behind 

w hich the w edding  cake w ill  be e r e c te d  on a  tab le  on a  r a i s e d  p l a t f o r m .  And 

the re jk re  b u sh e ls  of h o lly  and  e v e r g re e n s  and g lo ssy  g r e e n  m a g n o l ia  leav es  

b e ing  c a r r i e d  a ro u n d  the h o u se  to d e c o ra te  the f i r e p la c e s  and  th e  c h a n d e l ie r s  

and  the  mantelsA.nd the to e p e a r  t r e e s  in  p o ts .  A c tu a lly ,  m y  h e a r t  s a n k  when 

I saw  the E a s t  R oom . We had s p o k ^ o f  getting  3CC people in  t h e r e .
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W ith the  M a rin e  band  in  p lace  and  the s tan d s  m a rk in g  off the  i s l e ,  I 

w o n d e r  how we w ill  ge t a s  m an y  a s  200.

T h e re  w e re  c l u s t e r s  of w o rk m e n  on l a d d e r s ,  se tt in g  up o r  c a r ry in g  out 

f u r n i tu r e .  M r .  W est and  M a ry  g iv ing  d i r e c t io n s .  And B e s s  doing e v e ry th in g ,  

w ith  a  t in y  l i t t l e  w ire  a ro u n d  h e r  n eck  and tucked  in to  h e r  d r e s s  by  w hich she 

can  co m m u n ic a te  withsKKte a l l  h e r  t ro o p s  a l l  o v e r  th is  g r e a t  H o u s e .  And y e t ,  

a lw a y s ^ 'm a n a g in g  to  lo o k  so ca lm  and r e la x e d .

One of m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  th is  White H ouse h as  b een  w ork ing  w ith  som e 

g r e a t  people  - -  som e r e a l  e x e c u t iv e s .  Lyndon h a s  h is  and  I have m i n e .  And 

B e s s  and  L iz  h ead  the l i s t .

The te n t  is  going to  be b e a u t i fu l .  The pink and  r e d  co lo r  s c h e m e  tha t 

I a s s o c ia te  w ith  M a ry  LasbfiC And two p la s t ic  windows th a t  look  ou t onto the  

South g rounds  to w a rd  the  W ash ing ton  m o n u m e n t .

B ack  u p s t a i r s ,  I w o rk e d  a t  m y  d e s k  u n ti l  i t  w as  t im e  to  d r e s s  fo r  L y n d a 's  

su p p e r  fo r  h e r  b r id e s m a id s  .

I w o re  a  new  l e i s u r e  ou tfit  - - a  g r e e n  s i lk  th a t  M adam e P a ^  of K orea  

h ad  g iven  m e ,  e m b ro id e re d  w ith  the  l i l y  of the v a l le y  - -  the  f lo w er  of h a p p in e ss  

i n  K o re a  - -  m ad e  in to  evening  s k i r t  w o rn  w ith  a  pale  g re e n  b lo u s e .

L ynda  had  b een  qu ite  p o s it iv e  about how she w an ted  th is  p a r t y .  S m all ,  

in t im a te ,  c o z y .  And it  w a s .  J u s t  h e r  seven  b r id e s m a id s  and M r s .  Robb and I ,  

in  the  Y ellow  R o o m . And she  h ad  a s k e d  B e s s  and L iz  and W illie  D ay  to com e 

in  fo r  a  d r in k  b e fo re  the buffet s u p e r .
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W hat a  t im e  of in d iv id u a li ty  th is  i s . The g i r l s  h ad  been, in v i te d  to  com e 

in  l e i s u r e  c o s tu m e s .  L ynda  w ore  a  b la c k  ju m p  su i t ,  s l im  and  g r a c e f u l ,  with 

a  b la c k  g ra y  and  s t r ip e d  coat th ro w n  o v e r  i t  fo r  h e r  e n t r a n c e .

W a r r ie  L y n n ,  a  w ild  p sy c h e d e l ic  p r in t  of shocking  p ink , a  lo t  of r o s e  

and r e d  and  b la c k  and white - -  a »  s o r t  of a vo lu m in o u s  clown s u i t .

And l i t t l e  T re n n y  had  on a s h e e r  yellow  p a p e r  d r e s s  th a t  lo oked  l ik e  she 

had  m a d e  i t  to  w e a r  to  a  ha llo w een  p a r ty  w hen she w as  7 y e a r s  o ld .  And h e r  

h a i r  w as  d iv ided  into two s t i f f  pony t a i l s ,  t ie d  w ith  ye llow  r ib b o n s .

Only C a ro ly n  looked like  a  c o n s e rv f a t iv e , young m a t ro n  in  a  sw e e t  and 

n o r m a l  l e a th e r  c o s tu m e  bought s o m e w h e re  on m a in  s t r e e t .

E v e ry o n e  w as  in  a  lu x u r io u s ly  r e la x e d  m ood  a s  we looked  a ro u n d  and saw 

th a t  we w e re  j u s t  u s .  We could  s i t  down by one p e r s o n  a n d , ta lk  to  th e m  while 

we q u ie t ly  have a  d r in k  and so m e  deliOious h o r s  d 'o e u v re s ,  s h is h  k e b a b s ,  l i t t le  

h o t c h e e se  th in g s .  ,

I s a t  by M rs  . R obb . L ynda b ro u g h t  in  a  l i t t le  b a s k e t  fu ll  of p a c k a g e s  

and  p a s s e d  th e m  a ro u n d  to  each  of the  g i r l s .  And one to L iz  a n d  B e s s  and 

W illie  D ay . T h is  I love about h e r .  I h a d n ’t  known she w as  going to do i t  un til  

she  h a d  com e in  to see  m e  th is  a f te rn o o n  in  m y  l i t t le  o f f ice .  She d es ig n e d  

the  gift h e r s e l f  - -  a  s m a l l  gold b i r d  p i rc h e d  on an a r ro w  th a t  w en t  th ro u g h  

a h e a r t .  T h e re  w as  a  l i t t le  g r e e n  stone fo r  the b i r d 's  eye an d  a r e d  stone 

in  the  h e a r t .  And on the b ack  of the  a r r o w ,  v e r y  t in y ,  L y n d a 's  in i t i a l s  and 

th e  b r id e s m a id s  i n i t i a l s .
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T h en  we h ad  d in n e r  f ro m  a buffe t in  the Yellow R o o m , quich  l o r r a i n e ,  

a  b ig  o n e .  And s a la d  and s t r a w b e r r i e s  fo r  d e s e r t .

I h ad  tak en  a  l i t t le  b r e a k  ju s t  b e fo re  d in n e r  and  gone up w ith  L iz  and 

B e s s  a s  th ey  w e re  tak in g  th e i r  leav e  /  to  w elcom e M r s .  M c A ll is te r  a n d  to get. 

h e r  s e t t l e d  dow n. She h a d  had d in n e r  on th e  p la n e .  She w as  going to  bed .

H e r  h u sband  w as  out a t  the  r a t h e r  b ig  b a c h e lo r  p a r ty  tha t  C huck h a d  given 

fo r  o v e r  50 people  - -  the  Gr|ff&wan, the  SbcrodnaacHx S w o rd sm a n ,  k in fo lk s .

I to ld  Lyndon  th a t  i t  would be w onderfu l  fo r  h im  to go, bu t he n eed n  n o t  s ta y  

m o r e  th a n  30 m i n u t e s . I found th a t  he  s tay ed  n e a r ly  a l l  evening  a n d  gave th e  

to a s t  th a t  a lm o s t  f i l le d  u p  the  th ro a t  of the young m i l i t a r y  m e n  th a t  m a d e  up  

m o s t  of Chuck*s g u es t  l i s t .

The m in u te  we h ad  f in ish ed  o u r  sv^pers on o u r  l a p s ,  Lynda got P a u l  F i s h e r  

to s t a r t  th e  m o v ie .  All th is  in  th e  Yellow R o o m . And the m o v ie s  w e r e  p ic tu re s  

I h a d  m a d e  of L ynda and L u c i ,  beg inn ing  w hen L ynda w as j u s t  a  few  w eeks o ld  - -  

p ink  and  s q u irm in g ,  w rap p ed  in  a  b la n k e t ,  h e ld  by h e r  g ra n d m o th e r  . And an  

a d o ra b le  one w h ere  she  i s  s i t t in g  on a  couch looking a t  L u c i  who i s  j u s t  f r e s h  

, h o m e  f ro m  the h o s p i ta l .  Going on  to the  b ir th d a y  p a r t i e s ,  and  the  h a l lo w een  

p a r t i e s .  And l i t t l e  s h r ie k s  h e r e  and th e r e  - -  t h e r e 's  C a ro ly n ,  th e re * s  K ik i,  

look  a t  Scott C a rp e n te r  k is s in g  L u c i  - -  v a c a t io n  t r i p s  to  F t .  C la r k ,  and  S t .

J o e 's  Is la n d  w ith  M ill ie  and I having  i t  up  on the b e a c h  w ith  a  J a p a n e s e  p a r a s o l .

Nobody en joyed  i t  m o r e  th a n  the p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  of c o u r s e .  T h a t  i s ,  L ynda  

and  L u c i ,  and  I .  And o c c a s io n a l ly  C a ro ly n .
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It w as  ju s t  the  s o r t  of evening we n e e d e d .  A s fo r  m e ,  i t  e n d e d  e a r ly .

I m a d e  m y  d e p a r tu r e  about 10:00. And I th in k  M r s .  Robb fo llow ed  soon a f t e r .

C h ief  M ills  c a m e  u p .  I had  e x e r c i s e s  and a rub  and to bed  e a r ly .

T he  p a p e r s  h ad  found out w h ere  L ynda and Chuck w e re  going  to live w h en  

th e y  c a m e  b a c k  f ro m  th e i r  ho n ey m o o n . The only  am az in g  a  th in g  about i t  w as  

th a t  i t  h a d  ta k e n  th e m  a l l  th e s e  w eek s  to  find i t .  We h a d  go tten  the  feeling  th a t  

i t  w as  a  c o z y ,  safe  s e c r e t .  But a t a n y  r a t e ,  i t  s e t  so m e  s o r t  o f  a  r e c o rd  I . 

th in k .  A n e ig h b o r  s a id  th a t  te lep h o n e  t ru c k s  a r r iv in g  to g e th e r  w ith  the r u m o r s  

f r o m  th e  h ig h  sch o o l  b ro u g h t  h o m e  b y  th e  c h i ld re n ,  h ad  s e r v i c e d  i t .

But th e r e  w as  sh o ck in g ,  s a d  new s t o o . The ch e f ,  who had  a lm o s t  c o m p le te d  

the  250 pound, 6 fo o t,  5 - t i e r e d ,  cake had  d ropped  dead l a s t  n ig h t  a s  he e n te r e d  

the  S h o re h a m  H o te l . T he  s a m e  people  th a t  c a r r i e d  the  new s of k k m h is  d e a th  

c a r r i e d  a  good p ic tu re  o f h im  in  h is  t a l l  w hite  h a t  w ith  L ynda  look ing  a t  the  

cake  w hich  he h ad  annou n ced , " the h igh ligh t of h is  c a r e e r . ”

(■


