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I w as  up a t  s e v en  o 'c lo c k  b e fo re  i t  w as rea ll jr  q u ite  day a n d  

d r e s s e d  i a  m y  ra n c h  p a n ts  and boots  and d o w n s ta ir s  in  the  k i tc h e n  having 

co ffee  b e fo re  7 :30. M r .  Swanson and M r.  M y ric k  jo in e d  m e .  W e drove 

a ro u n d  o v e r  th e  M a r t in  ra n c h  in s e a r c h  of l iveoak  t r e e s .  We s t r u c k  out 

on so m e  of th e  b e s t  ones  w e had s e le c te d .  When th ey  t r i e d  to  d ig  them , 

th e y  found th e y  w e r e  g row ing  in so i l  about e ig h teen  in c h e s  deep a n d  then 

i t  d e te r io r a t e d  in to  s h a le  and  c a l ic h e .  T h is  could not b e  s u c c e s s fu l ly  

b a l le d  so  w e w en t to  th e  l i t t le  va lley  on th e  N o r th w e s t  s id e  of th e  M art in  

t " '  and  su rv e y e d  s e v e r a l  g ro u p s  of t r e e s  w alk ing  a ro u n d  and  a ro u n d  looking

a t  th e  heigh t and  the  s t r u c tu r e  of th e  l im b s  and t ry in g  to  v i s u a l iz e  i ts  

r e la t io n  to  th e  h ouse  and  to  the  to t a l  g ro u n d s .  I l ik ed  doing t h i s .  I t  will 

b e  m o r e  m y  t r e e  b e c a u s e  of it.

B ack  a t  th e  r a n c h  by 8:30, w e p ick ed  up th e  M elv in  W a r r e n s  and t h e i r  

c a m e r a  and d ro v e  o v e r  to  th e  W est R anch . T hey  had w an ted  to  s e e  som e 

s to n e  fe n c e s .  N o w h ere  in  th i s  c o u n try s id e  a r e  t h e r e  b e t t e r  s to n e  fences 

th a n  on the  W est R anch  w h e re  th ey  w an d er  o v e r  th e  h il ls  and  dow n into th e  

v a l le y s  fo r  e n d le s s  m i le s  and you m a r v e l  a t  th e  m a n h o u rs ,  the  l i f e t im e s  of 

l a b o r  th a t  took  to  build  th e m -  s o m e w h e re  back  be tw een  th e  1850’s and the  

1880's w hen  b a rb e d  w i r e  c a m e  to  th is  co u n try .  We s topped  s e v e r a l  t im e s  

j to  ta k e  p i c tu r e s  and f o r  th e m  to  s o r t  of m a k e  a m e n ta l  note of w h e r e  they
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w e r e  b e c a u s e  they, would c e r ta in ly  com e back  l a t e r  fo r  sk e tch in g  o r  

p a in tin g  w hen the  sun  w as  out. A la s ,  ou r  b eau tifu l  go lden  days w e r e  gone. 

T h e re  w as  m i s t  th a t  w as  a lm o s t  r a in .  T hen  we c a m e  to  one of m y  fa v o r i te  

sp o ts ,  th e  s tone  c o r r a l .  I w ill  a lw ays  w onder  why th e y  b u i l t  i t  t h e r e .  It 

i s  a lm o s t  f ive  fe e t  high and  s t i l l  v e ry  so lid  and w il l  s t i l l  hold c a t t l e  i f  not 

goa ts  and the  f lo o r  o r  ground  is  a lm o s t  so lid  ro ck .  It w a s  b u il t  on an  

o u tc ro p p in g  a long  th e  ledge  of a  c r e e k  w h e re  t a l l  c y p r e s s  grow . I t  i s  b a r e  

now. Som e of th e  m o s t  m a je s t i c  and  in tr ig u in g  t r e e s  I know a r e  l e f t  over ,  

s c ie n t i s t s  t e l l  m e ,  f r o m  th e  days o f th e  d in o sa u r .  O u tlines  of a n  o ld  

s e t t l e r ' s  cab in  c lo se  by, th e  s m o k e - s ta in e d  ch im ney , a  b ig  round  m e a t  

b lo ck  m a d e  f r o m  a cu t th ro u g h  so m e  huge c y p r e s s  t r e e .  I  j u s t  w o n d e r  

w h a t the  h i s to r y  of th is  p la c e  i s .  T h e re  i s  a  b a s is  t h e r e  fo r  a  good pa in ting  

and  th e  W a r r e n s  w e r e  de ligh ted .

I to ld  th e m  w hat i t  w as  lik e  in  A p r i l  w ith  a  s e a  of b lu e b o n n e ts  in  

th e  p a s tu r e  and  h u n d red s  of m o u n ta in  l a u re l ,  of th e  g r e a t  s to n e  e s c a rp m e n t  

a long  the  c r e e k  w h e re  I once w alked  and  m e t  a  r a t t l e s n a k e .  W e to u r e d  

th e  w hole  r a n c h  and th e n  we c a m e  hom e by the  S c h o rn h o rs t  and  w e n t  

th ro u g h  th e  r i v e r  p a s tu r e  see in g  long sw eeps  of th e  ro ck y  P e d e r n a l e s  and 

m a n y  d e e r .  On th e  w ay  b ack  w e ta lk e d  about th e m  doing p i c tu r e s  of th e  

P r e s i d e n t  du r in g  th e  next y e a r  o r  two and p e rh a p s  com ing  out to  s t a y  a t  

th e  L ew is  o r  th e  C e d a r  H ouse fo r  a  w eek  a t  a  t im e  w h en ev e r  th e y  w an ted  

to ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  Spring  and m a d e  a  s o r t  of lo o se  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  they



w ould and  th e n  a t  e lev en  o ’clock, w ith  th e  fee ling  th a t  i t  had already- 

b een  qu ite  a day, I w as  b ack  a t  the  m a in  house , changed to  c ity  c lo th e s ,
■ /

got in to  the l i t t le  p la n e  with, som e m isg iv in g s ,  w as  off on a  v e ry  bouncy 

t r i p  to  San A ntonio  p r a i s in g  th e  L o rd  when I touched  ground  and  d ro v e  into 

th e  W hitney  M u se u m  and  N ancy N eg ley  and M rs .  C h a r le s  E r s h e l  m e t  m e,

I had w an ted  to  s e e  the  D io ra m a  of th e  E dw ards  P la te a u ,  A couple  of y e a rs  

b e fo re  so m eo n e  f ro m  th e  W hitney had w r i t te n  m e  th ey  would l ik e  to  go to 

th e  S c h o rn h o rs t  and  c o l le c t  ro c k s  and  m a k e  p ic tu re s  of th e  g r a s s e s  and  

f lo w e rs  and a n im a ls  and  s c e n e ry  fo r  a  d io ra m a .  T h is  w as th e  r e s u l t .

I  had a  to u r  of the  m u se u m  w ith  a  v e ry  de ligh tfu l c u r a to r  a n d  saw 

a  ha lf  d o zen  d io ra m a s  beg inn ing  w ith  a  w onderfu lly  d r a m a t ic  one of th e  

p la in s  c o u n try  w ith  a  h e rd  of buffalo, one e n o rm o u s  one s tan d in g  in  deep  

g r a s s ,  and a  g r e a t  one of th e  Big Bend coun try ,  and a  p a n th e r  th a t  L iz  

p r o m is e d  us bu t n e v e r  showed, c ro u c h e d  o v er  his  k il l ,  a  d e e r  on o n e  of the  

c r a g s  of th e  C h isos  M ounta ins . I t  tu rn e d  out th a t  o u r  d io ra m a  w as  ju s t  

r e a l ly  th e  S h o rn h o rs t  i t s e l f .  T he  b ack g ro u n d  o v e r  b ig  g ra n i te  ro ck  e x tru s io n  

p a in te d  by P r o f e r i a s  S a linas  and in  th e  fo re g ro u n d  a  knee deep  s e a  of 

c o re o p s is  and b lu eb o n n e ts .  I t  w as  r e a l ly  quite  p r e t ty  and I w as  p ro u d .

T he c u r a to r  d e s c r ib e d  th e  W hitney a s  a  re g io n a l  m u se u m , e x t r a o rd in a r i ly  

d iv e r s e ,  Ind ian  a r t i f a c t s ,  a  g a l le ry  of m o d e rn  day  ro o m s  done by d e s ig n e r s ,  

c o l le c t io n s  o f ja d e s  and  p o rc e la in s  and  fu rn i tu r e  f ro m  a l l  o v e r  th e  w o r ld  

a n d  p a in t in g s .  W hat i t  la ck ed  and  m a d e  m e  sad  w as  th a t  i t  w a s n ’t  f u l l -  i t
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w a s n ’t  b u s tl in g .  I w ould have loved to  s e e  i t  j u s t  te a m in g  w ith  l i fe ,  

s choo l c h i ld re n ,  t o u r i s t s ,  San A nton ians  who c a m e  to  se e  th e  l a t e s t  

exh ib its  and  yet so m u ch  of i t  w as  w o r th  see ing , I w o n d e red  how to  b r id g e  

th e  gap.

N ex t we w en t to  J a n e t  Shoffick's g a l le ry  and looked a t  h e r  w onderfu l 

n eed lew o rk  and  u p s ta i r s  w h e re  sh e  has qu ite  a  co l lec t io n  of p a in t in g s ,

. T h e r e  w as  a  d e l ig h tfu l  one in  th e  m a n n e r  of a  F r e n c h  im p r e s s io n i s t ,  a  g i r l  

in  a  yellow  hat, and  so m e  B il l  Hoey l a n d s c a p e - - th e  b lue  sky a c r o s s  w hich  

w h ite  c louds a r e  sc u tt l in g  and  you a lm o s t  fee l  th e  A p r i l  b r e e z e  a n d  som e 

funny w a te r c o lo r s  by B il l  Hogan, adobe sh ack s  w ith  M ex icans  lounging 

in  f ro n t ,  P e p s i  Cola and  B e r r y  C r e a m  s igns  and fil l ing  s ta t io n s ,  but 

som ehow  m a n a g e d  to  be  w h im s ic a l  and  sad  and yet l in g e r  in  y o u r  m e m o ry ,  

and  b r ig h t  b r i s t o l  la n d sc a p e s ,  and  l i t t le  m in ia tu re s  b y  a  r e t i r e d  G enera l .

A d e l ic io u s  lunch  w as  s p re a d  out, sandw iches  and co o k ie s  and 

d r in k s  and we a t e  and  ta lk e d  and had a  w o n d erfu l  o f f-b ea t  t im e .  We then  

w en t on to  th e  M cN ay A r t  In s t i tu te  and  t h e r e  I saw w hole w a l ls  of pa in tings  

th a t  w e re  fo r  r e n t  o r  p u rc h a s e ,  so m e  A r t  N ew bald  p u r c h a s e s  th a t  I 

w o n d e re d  about ge tt ing  f o r  Lynda B ird ,  a  head th a t  looked so  m u c h  about 

R e n o ir  a lthough by an  a lm o s t  unknown a r t i s t .  If I w e re  b o ld e r  an d  r ic h e r ,

I could have had a  w onderfu l  t im e .  T h is ,  too, a la s  w as too  q u ie t  a  p lace  

to  su it  m e .  I w ould have liked to  have found i t  b u s tl in g  w ith  m a n y  good 

t h i n g s - - a n  E l  G re c o  in  th e  e n t r a n c e  and  Diego R e v e ra ,  a  w ho le  room  of 

s m a l l  R e n o i r s .
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We d ro v e  on by B ill  B r i s to w 's  house , but he w as not a t  h o m e  and 

th en  h u r r i e d  to  th e  a i r p o r t .  B ad  w e a th e r  w as o v er tak in g  us .  I  hugged 

N ancy  goodbye and  flew  hom e th ro u g h  a  f ro n t  w hich w as  no fun a t  a l l .

B ack  a t  th e  h o u se  b e fo re  fou r  th i r ty ,  I  su rv e y e d  w ith  m u ch  s a t i s fa c t io n  th e  

l iv eo ak  th a t  w e had s e le c te d  in  the  n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r  of m y  g a rd e n .  I t  w as  

p e r f e c t .  R a r e ly  do you get such  a t h r i l l .  O ur w o rk  had tu rn e d  ou t well, 

th e  w ay  th e  b r a n c h e s  sp re a d ,  i ts  r e la t io n  to  th e  house , th e  w ay  i t  looks f r o m  

m y  bayw indow , ju s t  a  joy. I sh a ll  count th is  one of M a ry 's  g if ts  f o r  m y  

C h r i s tm a s .  T h ro u g h  N ash  she  had go tten  in  touch  w ith  M r .  M y r ic k  and 

a r r a n g e d  to  buy so m e  of th e  t r e e s .  A r e d  oak w a s  a l s o  in  th e  g ro u n d . I 

a m  not w holly  in  fa v o r  of i t ,  but M r.  M y ric k  a s s u r e s  m e  I m u s t  h av e  heigh t 

and  a  g ra c e fu l  t r e e  in  th a t  p la c e  and  w il l  s p re a d  l a t e r .  M r .  M y r ic k  w as 

going to  have to  le a v e  to  c a tc h  a  sev en  o 'c lo c k  p lan e  in to  A u s tin ,  so  we had  

one l a s t  d r iv e  a ro u n d  the p la c e  to  a s s e s s  th e  p r o p e r  p lan ting  of an y  

s c re e n in g  in  f ro n t  of th e  i n c in e r a to r  and th e  p la c e m e n t  of t r e e s  in  f ro n t of 

M r ,  C l in e 's  w o rk sh o p .  We looked a t  th e  w hole  p la c e  th ro u g h  l a r g e  

R o c k e fe l le r  b in o c u la r s  f r o m  th e  ra n c h  ro a d .  It i s  a l l  shap ing  up v e ry  w e ll .

I s a id  goodbye to  M r .  M y ric k  about f ive  th i r ty ,  found th e  M e lv in  W a r re n s  

s i t t in g  in  th e  liv ing  ro o m  p a t ie n t ly  w ait ing  to  m a k e  t h e i r  goodbyes  and lo 

and  behold , th e y  had sp en t  th e  a f te rn o o n  in  the  a lm o s t  m is t in g  r a i n  m ak ing  

a  sk e tc h  of th e  old s tone  f o r t  in  Jo h n so n  C i ty - -  two sk e tc h e s  in  fa c t ,  one 

of th e m  I w as  c h a rm e d  by. I t ' s  th e  one w ith  th e  a r c h  doorw ay, so  I could
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th ink  I had r e a l ly  done a  good d a y 's  w o rk . They a r e  in te r e s t in g  people- 

I love  to h e a r  th e m  ta lk  about r e s e a r c h  th ey  had done on m ak in g  the  

d raw in g s  fo r  th e  old f o r t s  of T e x a s - -  a  s t r in g  of so m e  s ix  o r  e ig h t  old 

f o r t s  th a t  had p r o te c te d  th e  s e t t l e r s  and th e  t r a v e l e r s  of T e x as  f ro m  the  

In d ia n s  f ro m  th e  1840’s to  th e  1890's and  now th ey  a r e  doing a  s e r i e s  of 

p a in t in g s  on th e  old t r a i l s  of T e x a s - -  th e  C h isho lm  T r a i l ,  th e  Goodnight 

T r a i l .  By s ix  th i r t y  th e y  w e re  gone. I had a  sham poo and s e t  w ith  

M r s .  F r e d e r i c k  B y rd ,  re a d in g  u n d er  th e  d r y e r ,  and d in n e r  d o w n s ta ir s  w ith  

j a s t  D oro thy  T e r r i t o  te l l in g  m e  about h e r  d a y 's  a d v e n tu re s  in  A u s t in  with 

M r s .  H udspe th  h e a r in g  a l l  of th e  p r e p a ra t io n s  th a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  i s  m ak in g , 

th e  Lyndon Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y ,  th e  b ib l io g rap h y ,  i t s  acq u is i t io n ,  going o v e r  

th e  s i t e  and  th e n  to  bed  e a r ly ,  one of th e  lu x u r ie s  of th is  l i t t l e  i n t e r i m - -  

m ak in g  phone c a l l s  and p lann ing  fo r  th e  m o r ro w  and  re a d in g  m y s e l f  to 

s le e p .


