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I r e tu r n e d  to the land  w h e re  I w as b o rn  and r a i s e d .  I had 

an  e a r ly  c a l l  f ro m  D ale  M eeks about 6:30. T h e re  w as  a  f r o n t  with  

thunder  s to r m s  and low ce i l in g s  m oving th ro u g h  to w ard  E a s t  Texas.

I a ccep ted  it,  but r e lu c ta n t ly ,  ca l le d  m y A gent to m e e t  m e  in  the 

k itch en , d r e s s e d  and w en t d o w n s ta ir s  and had  coffee. T h e r e  followed 

an hour and a  h a lf  of u n c e r ta in ty .  I a sk ed  m y  A gent to f ind  out how 

long i t  w ould  take  to d r iv e  to E a s t  T e x a s - -a b o u t  s ix  h o u r s .  I  could 

se e  th a t  h e  took a  v e ry  d im  view of th is ,  but only when I w a s  about 

to lo se  i t  d id  I r e a l i z e  how m u c h  I h ad  looked fo rw a rd  to th i s  v is i t .

D ale  phoned and rep h o n ed  the w e a th e r  and som ehow  o r  o t h e r - - !  don 't  

qu ite  r e m e m b e r  h o w --L y n d o n  got in  on it .  I th ink  he  c a l le d  m e  to s e e  

w h a t I w as  doing so , of c o u rs e ,  he  took o v e r .  He ta lk ed  to  the  w e a th e r  

in  W ashington , to h is  M il i ta ry  Office, c a m e  back  with a  c l e a r  d i re c t iv e  

th a t  would be safe , a lo t  s a fe r  than  s ix  h o u rs  on the  h ig h w a y - - fo r  us to 

fly . We could  land  in  S h re v e p o r t .  D ale  sa id  h e  h a d  a g r e e d  a l l  along 

th a t  i t  w as  p e rfec t ly ,  sa fe ,  j u s t  tu rb u le n c e  and  he  knew  th a t  I d idn 't  l ik e  

tha t.  I th ink I m u s t  inake  h im  n e rv o u s .  And so a  l i t t le  p a s t  nine, B a r z y  

and I w e re  a i rb o rn e .  I t  w as  a  foggy d is m a l  t r ip ,  quite  uneven tfu l  and 

sm oo th  enough to s a t is fy  m e .  We s a t  down in  S h re v e p o r t  a  l i t t le  a f te r  

10:30. T h e re  w e re  c a m e r a s  and r e p o r t e r s  a t  the foot of th e  s tep s ,  I 

a n sw e re d  q u es tio n s  b r ie f ly .  I w as  com ing on a  p r iv a te  t r i p  to see  o ld  

f r ie n d s  in  K a rn a c k  and M a rs h a l l ,  p a u se d  in  fro iit  of a  c a r  fo r  a  p ic tu re



and then  -was off down a w ide, m onotonous, ab so lu te ly  u n fa m il ia r  

h ighw ay. No l a n d m a r k s - - I  m ig h t  as  w ell  have been  in  Iowa u n t i l  

going to long way a round  we a r r iv e d  a t  M a r s h a l l  and then  h e a d e d  

fo r  K a rn a c k .  We r e a c h e d  D o r is '  h o m e  about 11:30. T h e re  w a s  

a l i t t l e  g roup  to m e e t  us . D o r is  and Hugh and C o r in n e  B a r n e s ,  a 

R e g io n a l  m a n  f ro m  the P o s t  O ffice, M r.  M y e rs  w ith  h is  w ife and  

a n o th e r  P o s t  O ffice o ff ic ia l  and J im  R o b e r ts  who p ro  bono. pub lico  

h a d  d raw n  the v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  p lan  fo r  the K a rn a c k  P o s t  O ffice  and 

Don H ine  h ad  done the landscap ing  p l a n s - - a l s o  f r e e .  To thank  them: 

w as  one of the m a in  r e a s o n s  I w anted  to com e, D o r is  h a d  co ffee  and 

 ̂ r e f r e s h m e n t s  s p re a d  on the  dining ro o m  tab le .  We m il le d  a  l i t t l e

u n c e r ta in ly  and th is  is  w h e re  I began to m is s  L iz .  T h is  t r ip  needed  

an advance  m a n  so I a t te m p te d  to take  o v e r .  I su g g e s te d  to D o r i s  

th a t  we go on down to the P o s t  Office and s e e  i t  and could  we c o m e  

b ack  to h e r  h o u se ,  b r in g in g  the p r in c ip a ls  R o b e r t  H ine M y e rs ,  Dixie 

Odom, C la re n c e  F aso n ,  i f  we could g e t  h im , and who e lse - -a n y b o d y  

th a t  w as a  le a d e r  in  the co m m u n ity --an y b o d y  who would p u t  a  sh o u ld e r  

to the w h ee l to he lp  g e t  the g round  of the P o s t  O ffice p lan ted . This 

w as  the r e a l  p u rp o se  of the t r ip ,  D o r is  sa id , "I know, w e w i l l  c a l l  

C o lo n e l L a r n ^ f r o m  the p lan t.” Then we d iv ided  up in  s e v e r a l  c a r s  

and  d ro v e  down to the P o s t  Office, I t  w as  every th ing  I had  hoped,

\  _ so f t  p inky-beige  b r ic k  f ro m  D addy 's  s to r e .  L a te r  D o r is  and C la re n c e

both  s a id  they  could r e m e m b e r  when i t  w as  b u i l t - - f r o m  1909 to 1911, 

a  c o lo n ia l  d e s ig n  w ith  a  l i t t le  p o rch ,  co lu m n s  and t r im  in  r e d d i s h

([ T h u rsd ay ,  D e c e m b e r  14 (Continued)



r

bro w n  and a s te e p le  shaped  ro o f .  It r e a l ly  had so m e  s ty le .  Now if 

w e could  ju s t  g e t  i t  lan d scap ed . I t  w as r e g re t t a b ly  a  v e ry  tiny lo t  . 

and they h ad  to pu t the p a rk in g  r ig h t  in  f ro n t  of i t  b e c a u se  of a 

n e c e s s i ty  fo r  s a fe ty  on the M onsan to  Highway and ja m  up to one s ide  

w as  a  r e d  s t r ip e d  w a s h a te r ia .  We w ent in. T h e re  w as  D ixie  Odom  

and a  s m a l l  g roup  of K a rn a c k  c i t iz e n s  and p o s ta l  em p lo y ees .  A l l  of 

th em  g r e e te d  m e , "H ello  Lady B ird . " And so m e of th em , "Do you  

r e m e m b e r  m e ? "  T h e re  w as  C la r e n c e 's  d au g h te r ,  J e a n e t te  F a s o n ,  

who had  t r a g ic a l ly  lo s t  h e r  h u sb an d  ju s t  a  few  w eeks ago, so y o u n g --  

in  h is  th i r t i e s  I think.

We had  f ru i tc a k e  and coffee and I looked a t  the  i n t e r io r .  T h e re  

w as  p ic tu r e  tak ing , but no p r e s s  and then  s t i l l  m is s in g  L iz  I t r i e d  to 

g a th e r  us up and take  us back  to Doris '. C olonel L a r n € ^ o i n e d  u s ,  a 

b a r r e l - c h e s te d ,  jo v ia l ,  p ro fe s s io n a l  M il i ta ry  m a n  and then  C a s s  F aso n  

c a m e  in  f ro m  h is  m a i l  ro u te  and fee ling  both unequal to the  o c c a s io n  

and d e te rm in e d  to g e t  the show on the ro ad ,  I appoin ted  m y s e l f  

C h a i rm a n  of the  A ction  C o m m itte e .  F i r s t ,  our o b jec t  w as to g e t  the 

P o s t  Office g round  p lan ted . Second a  d i s c la im e r  a d d re s s e d  to M r .

M y e rs  and to the ru lin g  g e n e ra l  th a t  I ex pec ted  the F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t  

to p u t in  one s tep  m o r e  to p lan t  the ground  of the K a rn a c k  P o s t  O ffice  

than  they  w ould fo r  any o th e r  c o m p a ra b le  one. T h ird ,  and oft r e p e a te d  

a l l  day, an e a r n e s t  than k -y o u  to M r.  R o b e r t  and M r, H ine  fo r  t h e i r  

ta le n ts  and s k i l ls  in to  th is  l i t t le  building tha t  w ould hopefully  s e t  a  new
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p lan  fo r  th is  comnnunity and i t  w ould be som eth ing  th a t  w e cou ld  a ll be 

p ro u d  of. N ex t how to g e t  the m oney  and to go to w o rk . T h e n  I brought 

out the p la n  th a t  M r.  H ine had  d raw n. He s p re a d  out h is  l a r g e r  one, 

and I po in ted  out th a t  i t  e s t im a te d  the job would c o s t  $1, 875 ev en  if we 

r e d u c e d  the  s iz e  of the  t r e e s .  Now, I would pu t up a  th o u san d  d o lla rs  

out of the fa m ily  foundation, if  the  com m unity  w as in te r e s t e d ,  and 

w ould t r y  to r a i s e  enough to c o m p le te  and m a in ta in  a  good p lan ting  

job . M r .  M y e rs  spoke up and s a id  th a t  the F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t  paid 

$250 fo r  the  lan d scap in g  of a  P o s t  O ffice of th is  s iz e  and D o r i s  said  

the K a rn a c k  Im p ro v e m e n t  A sso c ia t io n  had  about $200 in  i t s  t r e a s u r y  

and about th a t  t im e  M r.  H ine  s a id  w ell, they cou ld  r e d u c e  the  s ize  of 

the  e s t im a te  by tak ing  out so m e  of the ground  co v e r .  We w e r e  

beg inn ing  to a p p ro a c h  the goal and  e sp e c ia l ly  w hen  M r.  M y e r s  sa id  

m a in te n a n c e  w as  no p ro b le m . They did th a t  on a  c o n t r a c t  b a s i s  with 

the  P o s t m i s t r e s s ,  w ith  the  F e d e r a l  G o v ern m en t paying the  b i l l ,  a 

m a in te n a n c e  m a n  h i r e d  lo ca l ly .  And then  two good th ings happened .

D o r is  c a m e  back  in  the  ro o m  w ith  a big sm ile  and sh e  h a d  j u s t  ta lked  

to V irg ie ,  T r e a s u r e r  of the  K a rn a c k  Im p ro v e m e n t  A sso c ia t io n .  They 

could  p u t in  $500 and then the C o lo n e l spoke up and sa id .  Now som e 

of th e se  t r e e s  I s e e  on th is  p la n - - s w e e tg u m s - -w e  h ave  p len ty  of those  

t r e e s  on the R e s e rv a t io n  and I think I could fu rn ish  a  t ru c k  a n d  a w inch 

and m a y b e  so m e  la b o r .” Hugh and C la r e n c e  began  to sp eak  up  in  unison,
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"oh, yes , th ey  knew w h e re  th e r e  would be so m e  fine sw ee tg u m  a n d  how 

abou t th o se  dogwoods down next to  th e  old so  and so p lace .  " I t  b e g a n  to 

be  qu ite  de ligh tfu l,  C la re n c e  and Hugh o ffe red  to  go into th e  w oods with 

so m e  of C o lonel Larncjiis  la b o r  and  find the  sw ee tgum s and dogw oods. I 

appo in ted  th e m  n a tu r a l i s t s  fo r  th e  e n t e r p r i s e  and  M r ,  Don H ine s a id  he 

w ould co m e  down f ro m  D a lla s  and  spend the  day w ith  th e m  f ind ing  th e  ju s t  

r ig h t  t r e e s .  F r e s h  f ro m  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  in  our own p a s tu r e ,  I  though t 

th e y  w ould find m a n y  a  t r e e  th a t  w as  ju s t  not th e  r ig h t  shape  o r  th e y  couldn’t  

d ig , bu t i t  c e r ta in ly  could save  an  en o rm o u s  lo t above n u r s e r y - r a i s e d  t r e e s  • 

p u rc h a s e d  150 m i le s  aw ay and hau led  to  the  s i te ,  so I thought t h i s  w as  a  . 

r e a l  b r e a k - th ro u g h .  I to ld  M r.  H ine th a t  I l iked  h is  p la n  v e ry  m u c h .  It 

w as  so  t r u ly  in d ig en o u s .  The sw ee tg u m s w ould m a k e  a  lo v e ly  O c to b e r  

c o lo r - - w i th  th e  dogwoods i t  would b e  a  d r i f t  of w h ite  in  s p r in g - - b u t  I 

thought w e ought to  have a  m ag n o lia  so  we s u b s t i tu te d  one in  f r o n t  of the 

r e d  and w hite  w a s h a te r i a  a s  a  s c r e e n .  We thought abou t m a y b e  a n o th e r  

e v e r g r e e n  in  th e  back , a  l iveoak , a  w a te ro a k ,  in s te a d  of one of th e  

s w e e tg u m s .  E a r l y  in  the  c o n v e rsa t io n  D o r is  had tak en  m e  a s id e  and  

s a id ,  "Now w hat do you th ink  w e can  do about lunch? " I  had no p la n s .

A la s ,  sh e  had c a l le d  m e  s e v e r a l  days e a r l i e r  b e c a u s e  D iane had  w anted
I

to e n te r ta in  m e  in  h e r  hom e, bu t though I had  t r i e d ,  I had n e v e r  connected  

w ith  h e r  on re tu rn in g  the  ca l l .  I t  tu rn e d  out ju s t  a s  I would hope. D orothy  

H ughes su g g e s te d  tak in g  us a l l  fo r  a  c a tf ish  lunch on Caddo L a k e .  So
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ju s t  a s  the  m e e t in g  w as about to r e a c h  th e  end, D o r is  a sk e d  fo r  a  show 

of hands of ev e ry o n e  th a t  would l ike  to  jo in  us fo r  lunch on the  b a n k s  of 

C addo. E v e ry o n e  would, f if teen , and  so w ith  p lan s  p r e t ty  w e ll  w ra p p e d  

up, $1750. 00 to  go on, p lu s  so m e  donations  of t r e e s  and  la b o r ,  a n d  m o re  

of th e  sk i l le d  help f r o m  M r .  Don H ine, but I a m  s u r e  so m e  big  g ap s  a s  to 

who w as  a c tu a l ly  in  c h a rg e  and w hat th e  t im e ta b le  i s ,  w e a d jo u rn e d  our 

m e e t in g  and  ju s t  a s  w e w e re  going out th e  door,  t h e r e  w e r e  two young g i r l  

r e p o r t e r s  f r o m  th e  M a rs h a l l  N e w s -M e s s e n g e r  and  a  p h o to g ra p h e r .  He w a s  

f r o m  th e  S h re v e p o r t  p a p e r ,  I  b e l ie v e ,  and  fo r  the  r e s t  of th e  day  they  

fo llow ed  o u r  e v e ry  s tep .

We w en t down to  Big P in e s  and I showed D oro thy  T e r r i t o  th e  g ra y  

s lu g g ish  c y p r e s s - l i n e d  b ig  bayou, a long w hich th e  b ig  s te a m b o a ts  used  to  

f ly , sh ro u d ed  in  m i s t  today . And th en  w e had a  b ig , d e lic io u s  c a t f ish  

lunch. I t  w as  la te  and  we w e re  a l l  s ta rv e d .  We em erged, to  th e  f la sh  of 

c a m e r a s  and w ith  D oro thy  T e r r i t o  and  D o r is ,  I d ro v e  out to  th e  b r ic k  ho u se .  

We phoned  and  Ruth  w as  w aiting  f o r  us , looking qu ite  w ell  and v e r y  p le a s e d  

to  s e e  us . We s a t  in  the  high ce il in g  liv ing  ro o m , quite  s o u l le s s  now 

w ithou t th e  f i r e s  b u rn in g  m e r r i l y ,  I r e m e m b e r  f r o m  w in te r  d a y s  of long 

ago . She has  done th e  w hole  house  o v e r ,  m o s t ly  in  p a s te l  c o lo r s ,  m o d e rn  

f u rn i tu r e ,  u n re m a rk a b le ,  excep t fo r  th e  one m a g n if ice n t  b e d r o o m  su ite  

th a t  would have done honor to  S c a r le t  O 'H a ra 's  b e d ro o m . I lo n g ed  to know
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i f  the  f i r e p la c e s  would s t i l l  w o rk  beh ind  th o se  fa c a d e s ,  w ith  th e  o ld  random  

w idth  f lo o r s  of p ine  s t i l l  r e m a in e d  below  th e s e  m o d e rn  hardw ood f lo o r s .

I did not a sk ,  bu t I  did a s k  if  we could  ta k e  D orothy  T e r r i t o  a ro u n d  to  see  

th e  house  and  w e did and  I gave l i t t le  v igne ttes  a l l  along th e  w a y - - th i s  is  

th e  b a n i s t e r  I u sed  to s l id e  down, I loved  th is  view f r o m  th e  f ro n t  p o rc h  

w h e re  we u sed  to  s i t  on s u m m e r  ev e n in g s --D a d d y  in  his rock in g  c h a i r .

T h is  i s  th e  ro o m  w h e r e  Aunt E ffie  and  I s lep t .  I a lw ay s  l iked  to  s e e  the 

f i r e  m ak in g  shadow s on th e  w a ll  a f t e r  we w ent to  bed  a t  night, an d  th i s - -  

th e  d in ing  r o o m - - w h e r e  I r e m e m b e r  m y  la s t  g r e a t  C h r i s tm a s  m o rn in g  w hen 

M o th e r  w as  s t i l l  a l iv e .  T hen  I d e s c r ib e d  i t  in  d e ta i l .

As we w a lk ed  th ro u g h ,  I saw  v e ry  few th ings  to  r e m in d  m e  of.

M o th e r ,  a  b ig  c lock  in  a  m ahogany  c a s e ,  two c h e s ts  e la b o ra te ly  c a rv e d , ’ 

f o r  b la n k e ts  th e y  w e r e  I th ink , th e  two r o c k e r s  th a t  I r e m e m b e r  Daddy 

s i t t in g  in  a l l  th e  days  of h is  l ife ,  and  f ina lly  a  s m a l l  g ra c e fu l  m aK ogaay 

te a ta b le  and  th is  I w ould so have loved  to  a s k  Ruth  fo r  fo r  a  w edd ing  p r e s e n t  

f o r  Lynda. I cou ldn’t  qu ite .

We d ro v e  on to  th e  M a r s h a l l  N ationa l Bank, p icked  up M r .  Vivian 

Hatfjpey and  th e n  w en t to  th e  old County C o u r th o u se .  I have so m e  w onderfu l 

p i c tu r e s  of Lyndon cam paign ing  fo r  th e  Senate  h e r e  in  1941, and  a l s o  of h is  

o p p o n e n t- -G e ra ld  M ann, a n d .a lso  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  cand idate , P a p p y  O’D anie l.

T h is  w as  one of m y  m a in  d e s tin a t io n s  of th e  t r i p .  We w an ted  to  s e e  the  H a r r i s o n  

County H is to r i c a l  M useum . F o r  n e a r ly  an  hour and a  half  w e w a n d e re d  

th ro u g h  i t .  F i r s t ,  a co l le c t io n  of Ind ian  a r t i f a c t s  f ro m  th e  C addo  Ind ians,
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ex ten s iv e  and f a i r ly  so p h is to ca ted ,  m an y  of them  donated  by K elly  A rno ld , 

who gave m e  the v e ry  f i r s t  a r t i f a c t  I ev e r  owned. Then the L ad y  B i r d  

T a y lo r  Jo h n so n  E xhib it ,  w hich w as  done in  e x c e l le n t  ta s te ,  I  th ink. The 

r e d  s a t in  d r e s s  I had se n t  th em  w as d isp lay ed  in  a v e ry  la rg e  c a b in e t  and 

a  v e ry  n ice  m an n eq u in  and th e re  is  a  s ty l iz e d  p a in ting  of the  b r ic k  h o u se  

w ith  m e  as  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  of about s ix  out in  f ro n t  of i t  done by so m e  T e x a s  

a r t i s t  f ro m  an old snapsho t.  W inston  had  donated  both the  sn a p sh o t  and 

the  m o n ey  fo r  the pain ting . How like  h im , and  y e t  h e  n e v e r  to ld  m e  about 

it.

I w as  a m a z e d  a t the w ea lth  of m a t e r i a l  they had  and they  h a v e  only 

been  in  e x is te n c e  fo r  two y e a r s .  The tiny th in  s l ip p e r s  of S o u th e rn  b e l le s  

of the  1850 's . M a rs h a l l  is  an old, o ld  town, and the s m a l l  w a is t  and 

d e l ic a te  la c e  fo r  pink ta ffe ta  gowns belonging to Lucy H olcom b, M a r s h a l l ' s  

m o s t  g la m o ro u s  lady of th o se  days .

T he o r ig in a l  p a p e r s  of G o v ern o r  E d  C la rk  (Texas) who had  tak en  

o v e r  the G o v e rn o rsh ip .  Sam  H ouston  w as lucked  ou t of h is  o ffice  fo r  

re fu s in g  to  take  T e x as  in  i t s  C o n fed eracy .  The l i t t le  guide to ld  m e  

th e r e  w e r e  no d u p lic a te s  to th e se  p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s  and I could  s e e  D oro thy  

T e r r i t o  ge tting  the s h iv e r s .  M a r s h a l l  had  been  for a  s h o r t  p e r io d  th e  

c a p i ta l  of the  S ta te  of M is so u r i ,  b e l iev e  i t  o r  not, d u r in g  the  tu m u ltu o u s  

t im e s  of the  C iv i l  W ar, and th e r e  w as a lo t  of m e m o ra b i l i a  about t h a t - -  

th e r e  w as M ira b e a u  B o n a p a r te  L a m a r ' s  sw ord . I w as  a m a z e d  a t  h ow  m any 

of the  old n a m e s  I r e m e m b e r e d - - S ta r r ,  and Key, and P i e r c e .  I t  w a s  

r e a l l y  a  jo u rn e y  into y e s te rd a y  and r ig h t  in the  m id d le  of i t .  of c o u r s e ,
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in e v i ta b ly  so m eo n e  a p p e a re d  in  f ro n t  of m e  and sa id ,  " r e m e m b e r  m e  

C lau d ia?  " A la s ,  I d id n 't  and  I w o n d er  i f  she would have r e m e m b e r e d  m e ,  

i f  nothing a t  a l l  h a d n 't  iden tif ied  m e .  It w as  one d e lic io u s  m o m e n t  when I 

c a m e  upon th e  candy  c a s e  f r o m  D addy 's  s to r e  and I s a lu ted  t h e i r  get-up  and  

go fo r  having sav ed  i t  f r o m  so m e  junk p i le .  I  took  a  few  m in u te s  out to  h e a r  

s ix  lo c a l  m e n ,  inc lud ing  M r.  R ic h a rd  B la lock , to  te l l  m e  ab o u t an  urban  

re n e w a l  p r o je c t  M a rs h a l l  w as  p lann ing . And then , ju s t  a s  I  w a s  going out, 

who should  I  ru n  in to  b u t B il l  M o y e rs '  m o th e r ,  b eam in g  and t e l l in g  m e 

th e y  w e r e  a l l  com ing  hom e fo r  C h r i s tm a s .  We e m b ra c e d  e a c h  o th e r  and 

I to ld  h e r  th a t  I thought i t  had been  a  g r e a t  exh ib it  about B i l l - - a  big p ie c e  

of m e m o ra b i l i a  e s p e c ia l ly  m a g a z in e  c o v e r  upon w hich  his  f a c e  a p p e a re d  and  

th e  t i t l e  "O u r  M an in  W ashing ton . " At the  door t h e r e  w as  a  c l u s t e r  of 

fo lk s ,  both  b la c k  and  w h ite .  We shook hands, g r e e te d  everybody , to ld  

t h e m  how n ice  i t  w as  to  b e  b ack ,  and  th e n  w e w e r e  on our w a y  to  th e  l a s t  

and  m u c h  looked  fo rw a rd  to  event of th e  day^r-a c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  a t  P h il l ip  

and  M e rty 's . -  F in a l ly  a f t e r  s ix te e n  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  of m a r r ia .g e ,  th e y  had 

m o v e d  in to  a  h ouse  of t h e i r  own and  a  c h a rm in g  one i t  tu rn e d  out to  be. 

M e r ty  and  P h i l ip  and  a l l  t h e i r  fo u r  c h i ld re n  d r e s s e d  up and look ing  a d o ra b le ,  

w e r e  on hand to  m e e t  us and a  g roup  of m y  old f r ie n d s  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  on 

abou t tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u rs  n o t ic e - -p e r h a p s  f if ty  o r  s ix ty  p eo p le  d u r in g  th e  

c o u r s e  of th e  next two h o u rs .  I  m a d e  t h e  c i r c l e  of th e  liv ing ro o m , fa m ily  

ro o m , and  den , and  th e n  began  c o rn e r in g  f r ie n d s  fo r  a  qu ite  t a lk  on the 

s o fa .  T o m m y  Solom on, w ith  w hom  I u sed  to  have d a te s  a t  t h e  U n iv e rs i ty
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of T e x a s ,  and  a  p h ilo soph ic ,  m ellow , in te r e s t in g  p e r s o n  I th ink  h e 's  

b e c o m e .  He and h is  n ice  w ife  to ld  m e  about t h e i r  l a r g e  n u m b er  of 

c h i ld re n ,  and H a ro ld  Solom on and his w ife and S a ra h  T a y lo r  f r o m  J e f f e r s o n ,  

and T o m m y 's  w ife , to ld  m e  Susan  w as  going to  schoo l and  she  fe l t  v e ry  

m u c h  b e t t e r ,  and  Ruth  JL e s te r - - fu l l  o f  news of th e  m u s e u m  in  J e f f e r s o n ,  

and F r a n k l in  J o n e s  and h is  w ife , our  f re q u e n t  p o l i t ic a l  e n e m ie s  and  

s o m e t im e s  f r i e n d s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w hen w e a r e  down and  out, w h ich  w e  m u s t  

b e  now b e c a u s e  he to ld  m e  he r e a l ly  d id n 't  th ink  we had to  w o r r y - - w h e r e  

have th o se  l ib e r a l s  got to  go, th e  R epub licans  w ill  nom ina te  N ixon o r  R eagan  

o r  w o r s e ,  and  th e y  w il l  a l l  have to  com e hom e to  Lyndon. D o r is  and  Hugh 

and  V e lm a  and  D ia n e - - lo o k in g  v e ry  s le e k  and  s ty l i s h - - a n d  te l l in g  m e  about 

th e  M a r s h a l l  Symphony and  D udley w anting  to  know about L uc i.  I t  w a s  a l l  

su ch  fun and  so  e a s i ly  th e  gu lf  of th i r t y  odd y e a r s  w hich m o s t  of th e m  would 

b r id g e .  G e o rg ia  and  R u s s e l l  L a s s in g e r ,  who owns a  s m a l l  E a s t  T e x a s  

n e w sp a p e r  c lo se  by w e r e  t h e r e  and  R u s s e l l  looking l ik e  a  g en ia l  gnom e w as 

going c l ick ,  c l ick ,  c l ick  w ith  h is  c a m e r a  w hile  I, w ith  a  m o u th fu l of h a m  o r  

c h e e s e  looked l ik e  a  ch ipm unk. I w as  re a c h in g  fo r  m y  g la s s .  I  w a s  

ex c la im in g  o v e r  a  f r i e n d  I h a d n 't  s e e n  s in ce  M a rs h a l l  High School d a y s  in  

*28. F in a l ly  I ju s t  s a id ,  " R u s se l l ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  get a l l  of th e  good p i c t u r e s  

you w an t and  th e n  l e t ' s  us both  com e to  the  p a r ty .  " T he H ackneys  w e r e  

t h e r e  b r ie f ly  b e c a u s e  he w as  MC a t  th e  M a rs h a l l  N ationa l Bank p a r ty  th a t  

n ight, and  t h e r e  fa c e s  d im ly  r e m e m b e r e d - - b r ig h t  and  c l e a r .  I  kep t on
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te l l in g  Doroth.y T e r r i t o  th a t  the  S co tts  o r  th e  B aldw ins a r e  so a n d  so, 

u sed  to  know m y  M o th e r  and Daddy b e fo re  I w as  b o rn ,  o r  when I  w as 

t h r e e  o r  fo u r ,  o r  in  High School.

F in a l ly  abou t 7:30 I m a d e  m y goodbye and we d ro v e  to  t h e  S h re v e p o r t  

A i r p o r t  and  a s  a t  e v e ry  e n t r a n c e  o r  ex it  a l l  day, t h e r e  w e re  th e  M a rs h a l l  

n e w sp a p e r  r e p o r t e r s - - t w o  young g i r l s .  I had to ld  th e i r  b o s s ,  M r .  Woody, 

th e y  had done a  good job  and  he had to ld  m e  th a t  he fe l t  s u r e  he could 

d e l iv e r  H a r r i s o n  County fo r  Lyndon.

We flew  to  A us tin .  The w e a th e r  fo r  the  la s t  th i r ty  m in u te s  w o rse n e d  

and  b e c a m e  in c r e a s in g ly  bum py. D oro thy  w as  qu ite  w o r r ie d ,  b u t  I waa 

e n c a s e d  in  a  co tton  w a ll  of s a t i s fa c t io n  and p le a s a n t  m e m o r ie s .  I re a c h e d  

JLuci's and  P a t ' s  about te n  o 'c lo c k .  I t  i s  w o n d erfu l  to  have  a  p la c e  to  lay  

m y  head  h e re  in  A us tin ,  to  look a t  P a t r i c k  in  s lu m b e r la n d ,  an d  w en t 

happ ily  to  s le e p  in  t h e i r  c o m fo r ta b le  and p le a s a n t  g u es t  ro o m .


