
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

T his w ill, I think, be a strange week in  m y m em ory . It is  to 

be our f ir s t  C hristm as in  the White H ousef^  There is  to be a party  

every  day--M onday, the p r e s s  party, the lad ies; T uesday, the under-

p r iv ileg ed  children , today about a thousand G overnm ent o ffic ia ls  grade 

16 to 18; Thursday, the party for the ch ildren  of everybody that works at 

the W hite H ouse; and F rid ay , the annual staff party. The old house is  

bursting at the sea m s with m errim en t planned w eeks in advance and strange  

counterpoint, m y husband is  on th e  other s id e  of the w orld  on a trip  that 

sprang into being only a few  days ago as the resu lt of the tr a g ic  death of 

P r im e  M in ister  Holt of A u stra lia  som etim e Saturday. When, he is  gone, 

the w hole tem po o f the White H ouse changes. It is  though it  w ere w a itin g --  

biding t im e -  - for his return and I do a ll of th o se  things I put a sid e .

He ca lled  m e a litt le  a fter tw elve  o 'clock , from  A ir F o rce  One, I 

b e liev e ,, to ask  how the rocking chair in terv iew  with the P r esid en t had 

gone. I w atched it , did not com e up to the P r e s s  C onference on N ovem ber 17 

or to the labor speech  in F lor id a . The scr ip t w as ex ce llen t. It w as a 

lit t le  slow , needed a litt le  m ore humor, a lit t le  m ore p a ss io n . T h ere w as  

one excep tion ally  good m om ent when he turned to Frank R eynolds and said  

"what would you do Frank? " I am  afraid  m y d escrip tion  to  him  w as a 

litt le  d ish earten in g . H is ab sen ce m akes m e slack . I did not d ress  until



11:30 though I w orked in m y room , vignette for the day a ten  thousand 

dollar check from  M rs. M erriw eather P o st for the B eautification  

C om m ittee proudly brought in by L iz . . Quick C hristm as shopping with 

L yn d a--S ak s. I bought a pretty  blue sw eater for P at. P e o p le  recognized  

m e, but it  w as not d ifficu lt. In fact, it  w as fun.

A steak  sandwich in the so lar iu m  with Lynda and Chuck. How I 

do enjoy them . W orking with L iz on captions for the Album  to give to  

Lyndon for C hristm as and then the m ain  event of the day, recep tion  for  

G overnm ent o ffic m ls . Just b efore it  began, I went dow nstairs to  r e c e iv e - -  

along.w ith  B ill  W irtz and Jane, from  S ecretary  John G ardner a C hristm as  

A~' w reath  p resen t on behalf of tw elve  fo rm er ly  unem ployed m en  who a re  now

being trained  a s  nurserym en, the Sk ill C enter in  D etroit. I hung it on 

the front door of the W hite H ouse w hile I listen ed  to the S ec re ta r ie s  t e l l  

how th is cou rse  w as started , how a ll the s ix ty -fiv e  or so graduates had 

gotten th e ir  jobs a s  soon as they had com pleted the co u rse . One of the  

ch eery  l it t le  s u c c e ss  s to r ie s  that m ake Lyndon's tw elve  o 'c lo ck  nights 

w orthw hile and a ll the other fo lks too^^W ith Lyndon gone th e  party had 

suddenly lo s t  a good deal of its  sp a r k l^ so  w e had asked H ubert to stand  

in lin e  with m e and had invited a ll of the Cabinet to com e and m ix  and 

m in gle and help entertain . Hubert and I took up our p o sitio n s in front of 

a beautiful C hristrnas tr e e , sparkling w ith ic ic le s  and gay w ith gingerbread
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cook ies and rop es of popcorn and bright fe lt  f lo w ers. And then th ey  

c a m e --  a thousand and tw enty-one stro n g f^ S o m etim es I am  goiag  to 

w rite  a lit t le  p iece  about m y life  and t im e s  in the rece iv in g  lin e . Funny, 

p athetic , sw eet th ings happen. Suddenly in the drone of rep eated  greetings  

and fa c e s  filin g  by, th ere  in  front of you is  a m an w ith no le g s , on a board  

with r o lle r s  down c lo se  to the floor  and only one arm . You hope your face  

d oes not show shock or d ism ay as you lean  over to g reet him  and think 

that the hungry cam eras a re  taking, th is p ictu re m ore  than any o th er , and 

fin a lly  in the lin e  of the anonymous th ere is  a fa m ilia r  fa ce  fro m  the past. 

You grapple for a nam e, it c o m e s - -  Redvin of NYA, but no f ir s t  namec ^. and he does not supply it  and then in evitab ly  th ere  a bigSbullient guy who
A

sa y s , "I'm a frien d  of C harley Thom pson. You know Chariiey"; I don't, but 

I am  saved  as the lin e  b ea rs  him  aw ay, But m o stly  th is p a rticu la r  rece iv in g  

lin e  w as a p ictu re of w hat,m akes up our Governm ent, It w as v er y  

in terestin g . T here w ere  only about one p ercen t of them  w om en. There  

w ere  lo ts  of Jew s, a s ize a b le  number- of N eg ro es , cord ia l, quite at e a s e - -  

a long clim b from  only one decade ago. T h ere was, ju st one L atin  

A m erican  nam e a ll evening and lo ts  and lo ts of Jew s. At f ir s t  I found 

m y se lf  try ing  to  say , "I hope you have p leasan t holidays" to th em , but 

p retty  soon I w as saying, "M erry C hristm as" to D r. G oldberg and 

M r. A braham  along with the r e s t  of them . T here w ere  ev er  so  many  

d o cto rs. In the high echelons of governm ent, a PhD. i s  a v ery  valuable
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thing, apparently. It w as in terestin g  to s e e  the Cabinet m em b ers that 

had turned out. A long with John Gardner and the W irtz’s , fa ith fu l Jane and 

O rville  F reem an  w ere  th ere  and the in cred ib le  Dean Rusk. How can he have 

the tim e .

I ran into both L ee and Stu U dall in the E ast Room  after  th e  line  

w as o v er , I think I g lim p sed  the Alan Boyds and the a ttractive  young 

F o g a rty s . About tw ice  I stopped the lin e  so that Hubert and I could  have 

a r e s p ite - -a  sip  o f a drink and a litt le  v isitin g  with each other. G reeting  

a thousand peop le is  work, but I regard it as  a very  b r ie f  span in  m y life .  

Just p o ss ib ly  it  m ean s som ething to som e of th ese  thousands so  I want to  

g ive them  at le a s t  a p leasan t p erso n a l greeting  to take away as a  m em ory.

I m ade the rounds of the room  when the line w as over and then a 

litt le  p ast seven 'th irty  I went u p sta irs to the W est H all, found Lynda and 

Chuck and M arilyn W alz s t i l l  hard at work and a lm ost in  te a r s . The 

p ictu res planned for Lynda's album , she w as helping her, had not been  

fin ish ed , I sa id , " let's  a ll r e la x  and have a drink. " M arilyn ta k es  her 

w ork v ery  ser io u s ly  and I lik e  that. She is  becom ing m ore and m o re a 

part of our l iv e s . I ca lled  a car to take her home, %Us i s  the f ir s t  tim e  

I have rea lly  b een  with Lynda and Chuck s in ce  they returned fr o m  their  

honeym oon and I w as delighted and sh a ll I say re liev ed  to find Lynda so  

fu ll of humor and e a se  rem in isc in g  about the wedding, saying you might 

ca ll th is show the agony and the e c s ta sy . She w as going on about som ebody's  

fa ilu r e  to do th e ir  job e ffic ien tly  to Chuck and he in terven ed , qu ite
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sa g e ly  I thought, saying I am  not going to get you out of th is  one until 

I know the fa c ts . I think he is  getting off to a good start. Then w e had 

dinner, Lynda and Chuck and I, and I recorded  and at ten  o 'c lock  P e te  

Dawson cam e up. I settled  into com plete p lea su re  of getting a m a ssa g e  

w h ile  I w atched "A C h ristm as M em ory" and "Gunsmoke" on video tape  

and to bed by 11:30. The papers had headlined LBJ in  A u stra lia , secu rity  

tight. And in  sp ite  of a ll  the busy day that fee lin g  p er s is te d  of bein g  suspended  

w aiting for his return i^ O h y es , i f  I ever  w rite  that litt le  b it about m y  

adventures in  a rece iv in g  lin e , here is  another item . A fter the rece iv in g  

lin e  w as over and I w as in a group, I looked up and suddenly b earin g  

down upon m e w as the jo v ia l friend of C harley Thom psons. I could ndt 

esca p e . He corn ered  m e and began to talk about Charley. Sure you  

rem em b er C harley, that big Texan. A la s , I could not and I hate deflating  

peop le . I m urm ured la m ely  that m y husband knew so many m ore people  

than I knew. I w as su re C harley m ust be a friend  of h is.
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