
1967-

SATURDAY. D ECEM BER 23

I awoke v e ry  la te ,  a f te r  ten, and d is c o v e re d  th a t  i t  h a d  snow ed 

l a s t  night, a  l ig h t th in  snow, but th is  is  the f in a l  p e r f e c t  touch  to o u r  

f i r s t  C h r i s tm a s  in  the White H ouse . And i t  a l re a d y  fe e ls  l ik e  C h r i s tm a s .  

I t ' s  S a tu rd a y  and everybody  is  r e a d y  to quit w o rk  and s t a r t  c e le b ra t in g .

I w o rk e d  on L y n d o n 's  C h r i s tm a s  a lbum  and a t  m y  desk , s igned  th e  l a s t  

C h r i s tm a s  p ic tu r e s ,  d ic ta te d  w ith  M ari ly n .  A t 11:45 Lyndon c a l le d .

H e w as  in  R o m e. H e w ould be h o m e  in  the e a r ly  m o rn in g  of C h r i s tm a s  

Eve.

A f te r  a  w eek  of p a r t i e s ,  M onday, T uesday , W ednesday , T h u rsd a y ,  

F r id a y ,  today is  m y  d a y - - a n  open h ouse  a t  5:00 th is  a f te rn o o n  fo r  eggnog 

and A uld  Lang  Syne and to s e e  the C h r i s tm a s  d e c o ra t io n s .  In the  a f te rn o o n  

I w en t shopping w ith  Lynda, s a id  h e l lo  to C. P .  L i t t le  and h is  f a m ily  in  th e  

D ip lo m atic  R ec ep tio n  R oom . They had  com e o v e r  to s e e  the  h o u s e  a l l  

d r e s s e d  up fo r  C h r i s tm a s .  And then  at five, the f i r e  w as  b u rn in g  in  the 

Y ellow  Room , o u r  own C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  w as  lovely  w ith  ic ic le s  and  cookies  

l ik e  the  big t r e e  d o w n s ta ir s ,  cu te  l i t t le  stu ffed  an im a ls  m a d e  by M r s .  

M c A ll is te r  w h o se  husband  had  p e r fo r m e d  the w edding c e re m o n y  and  a t  

the  top a  b ig  s t a r  th a t  h ad  b een  u se d  by FD R f ro m  the  W hite H o u se  

C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  in  the E a s t  R oom  and la te r  on by the T ru m a n s  and  then  

som ehow  re le g a te d  to the a tt ic .  I th ink  the c a rp e n te r  h ad  b een  r e a l  p le a s e d  

w hen h e  exp la ined  to m e  the h i s to ry .  We s ta r t e d  so m e  t r a d i t io n s  of our 

o w n - -b r ig h t  r e d  b a l ls  w e re  u se d  as  d e c o ra t io n s  a t  L y n d a 's  w edd ing  and



sa v e d  th em  fo r  o th e r  C h r i s tm a s e s ,  h e r e ,  a t  the r a n c h - - w h e r e v e r  we 

a r e .

T h is  p a r ty  w as  v e ry  s p e c ia l  to m e .  I h a d  in v ited  old f r i e n d s  and 

th e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  T o m  C o rc o ra n  and a l l  of h is  c h i ld re n  and he  b ro u g h t  four, 

M a r g a r e t  Jo se p h in e ,  T im m ie ,  H ow ie, and one o th e r .  J im  and  L ib b y  Rowe

and th e i r  cu te  r e d h a i r e d  d au g h te r  C l a r i s s a  and h e r  h u sb an d  and  young J im .
\

E lsp e th  R os tow  and h e r  8 5 - y e a r - o ld  m o th e r .  In fac t ,  the  g u e s ts  ra n g e d  

f r o m  85 to s ix  m o n th s .  P a t r i c k  b ro u g h t in  l i t t le  Lyn  and he  p a s s e d  f ro m  

hand  to hand . H e r e g a rd e d  us r a t h e r  so b e r ly  like  a  judge and  L u c i  cam e  

in  la te .  Then  th e re  w e re  Abe and C a r o l  F o r t a s  and  C a r o l 's  m o t h e r - - f r a i l  

b u t  l iv e ly - - a n d  th e i r  cook M a ry  Anne c a r ry in g  a C h r i s tm a s  g if t  of h e r  

d e l ic io u s  m a c a ro o n s  and Kay G rahsim  and one son. She ex p la in ed  on the 

phone th a t  h e  h a d  long h a i r - - r e a l l y  long h a i r - - a s  though I w ould m in d .

My fee ling  fo r  h e r  i s  a  m ix tu r e  of a d m ira t io n  and  sym pathy . She h a s  

g row n in  p o ise  and the e x e r c i s e  of pow er and h e r  f r e e d o m  w ith  dea ling  

w ith  p eop le .  She i s  a  m o r e  in te re s t in g  w om an thcui she  w a s .  She i s  

a lso  a  r a t h e r  sad  w om an  I th ink b e c a u se  she  m u s t  be pu lled  a t  in  so 

m an y  w ays .

D iane and Donna w e r e  v e r y  he lp fu l and l i t t le  L i s a  looking  quite  

g ro w n  up and p re t ty .  And A lex  ac tu a l ly  taking o v er  one of the  m u s ic a l  

in s t r u m e n ts  and  p lay ing  w ith  the  l i t t le  g roup  of M a r in e  B and th a t  I  had  

in  th e  h a l l  doing C h r i s tm a s  c a r o l s ,  and B il l  and J e a n ie  D eason , and  the 

v e r y  g row n  up and a t t r a c t iv e  D iane. T h e re  a r e  lo ts  of c h i ld re n  a t  this
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p a r ty .  I a m  ge tt ing  to s e e  ev e ry b o d y 's  c h i ld re n ,  and  young P a t r i c k  

Lyndon who I in tro d u c e d  to the o th e r  P a t r i c k  Lyndon. T he J a c k  H ights  

c a m e  w ith  th e i r  tw ins, Ann and  J a n e .  And M ary  V B usby  (H orace  h a s  

gone w ith  Lyndon) and th e i r  th re e  h a n d so m e  c h i ld re n .  A nd Ju an ita  

R o b e r ts  w ith  h e r  m o th e r .  The g u e s ts  m o r e  a p p re c ia t iv e  and having 

a  b e t te r  t im e .  And so m e  C la r k  C l i f f o r d s - - th e i r  c h i ld re n  and g ra n d -

c h i ld re n  h a d  co m e  e a r l i e r  in  the w eek . K a tie  and W a lte r  L ochhe im ' 

b ro u g h t  both  c h i ld re n  and g ra n d c h i ld re n .  The P a u l  S ittons  and two 

good looking young te e n a g e r s .  D u d re  and C otton  C ou lson . The L e o n a rd  

M a r k s - - t h e r e  w ith  th e i r  two t a l l  sons  and L e o n a rd  and I ta lk e d  abou t an 

agenda  fo r  a  J a n u a ry  m e e t in g  of the  A u d io -V isu a l  C o m m it te e  fo r  the 

L ib r a r y .  W ill ie  Day T a y lo r  c a m e .  I h ad  t r i e d  to r e m e m b e r  our v e r y  

s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  who no lo n g e r  had fa m ily  a round . M ild re d ,  h o w ev er ,  

h a d  le f t  fo r  T ex as  j u s t  a  few h o u rs  b e fo re .  Bob K in tn e r  h a d  a r r i v e d  

w e a r in g  d a rk  h eav y  g la s s e s .  Ju n e , v ib ra n t  and s l im  and two cute  so n s ,  

M ic h a e l  and Je ff .  L iz  and L e s  b ro u g h t  th e i r  new d a u g h te r - in - la w  and 

Scott, and C h r i s t i e ,  who is  obviously  v e ry  m u ch  in  love w ith  C o llege . 

A nd M a ry  Bundy, w h o se  h u sband  i s  a lso  w ith  Lyndon, c a m e  with th e i r  

two c h i ld re n .  L ynda and C huck  w e r e  in  and out. We h a d  t ra d i t io n a l  

eggnog and f ru i tc a k e  and the b e s t  h o r s  d ’ o e u v re s  the W hite  H ouse could  

affo rd .

S a tu rd a y ,  D e c e m b e r  23 (C ontinued)

(.



The M a r in e  Band p layed  a l l  the  C h r i s tm a s  C a ro ls  o v e r  and 

o v e r .  Out the window we saw  the N a tio n 's  C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  and  in  the 

d is ta n c e  the  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r ia l ,  W ashing ton  M onum ent and  in s id e  a ll  

w as  b r ig h t  and gay, the m o s t  C h r i s tm a s y  p a r ty  you w ould e v e r  want, 

ex cep t  fo r  L yn d o n 's  not being  th e r e .  It w as a  sp e c ia l  bond b e tw een  

m e  and th o se  w om en  w hose  h u sb an d s  had  gone on th is  tou r  de fo rc e  

w ith  L y n d o n - -M a ry  Bundy, E lsp e th  R ostow , M a ry  V Busby. A t  one 

p o in t  M rs .  R os tow  spoke of h e r  h u sb an d  and h i s  r e g a r d  fo r  Lyndon  

in  a  m a n n e r  u n u su a l  fo r  one w ith  h e r  r e s e r v e  and d ign ity  w ith  som ething  

like  th is .  "W alt th inks so m u ch  of your h usband . I d o n 't  q u i te  know 

w h e th e r  h e  c o n s id e r s  h im  h is  f a th e r  o r  h is  son. " I w as  too tou ch ed  to 

a n sw e r .

P e o p le  d r i f te d  off d o w n s ta ir s  c a r ry in g  th e i r  eggnog a n d  to look a t  

the  c r e c h e  of the Y/liite H o u se ’s own C h r i s tm a s  t r e e  in  the B lu e  Room. 

And J im  Rowe and  T om  C o rc o ra n  w e r e  e s p e c ia l ly  p le a s e d  w h e n  I told 

th e m  th a t  the s t a r  a t  the  top of the  t r e e  h ad  b een  u s e d  by F D R , bu t i t  

w as  a  t im e  w hen every b o d y  h a s  th e i r  own p lan s  so by 7:00 p e o p le  w ere  

going. V ery  s h o r t ly  th e r e a f t e r  I d is c o v e re d  th a t  A sh ton  and  M a r i ly n  

w e r e  s t i l l  w ork ing . I h e rd e d  th em  away. L u c i  h a d  a s k e d  th e  L e ro y  

B a te s  to s ta y  fo r  d in n e r  and  the sev en  of u s - - L y n d a  and C h u c k --h a d  a 

p le a s a n t  d in n e r  in  th e  fam ily  dining ro o m . L e ro y  is  le a rn in g  to  fly one 

■ of th o se  f a s t  p la n e s ,  som eth ing  l ike  1200 m i le s  an  h o u r ,  and M elinda  i s

in  h e r  l a s t  y e a r  of n u rs in g  schoo l w hich r e q u i r e s  th a t  she  l iv e  away f r o m
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h im . This  is  only th e i r  second  y e a r  of m a r r i a g e .  Tough, b u t  i t  

w i l l  be a  l ife  in s u ra n c e  fo r  a lw ays getting  a  job and they  s e e m  v e ry  

-p u rp o s e fu l  young peop le . I to ld  M elinda  and L u c i  p r iv a te ly  th a t  Daddy 

would be a r r iv in g  a round  4:30 and they m ig h t  w an t to g e t  up an d  m e e t  

h im . Then,. I r e a d  m y se l f  to s le e p  f a i r ly  e a r ly ,  v e ry  con ten ted . It 

h a d  been  an e x t r a o rd in a r y  w eek, excep t fo r  L y n d o n 's  a b se n c e  on  tfiis 

k il l in g , g ru e l in g  t r ip ,  i t  had  been  w hat I w a n te d - -C h r i s tm a s  in  the  W hite 

H o u se , a l l  the  t r im m in g s ,  sh a re d  w ith  a s  m a n y  peop le  as  the  h o u se  w ould 

hold .
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