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SUNDAY, DECEM BER 24

C h r is tm a s  E v e , 1967. C erta in ly  th er e  w ill  n ev er  in  m y  l i f e  b e  

an oth er  C h r is tm a s  E ve lik e  th is . I had a sk ed  th e  o p era tor  to  w ak e m e  

about 4:15. 1 phoned to  s e e  i f  Lyndon w as on sch ed u le . He w ould  b e  in  

about 4 :45 . I s lip p ed  d o w n sta irs  about 4 :3 0 . Lynda w a s th e r e . She le t  

Chuck s le e p  b e c a u se  he w as s t i l l  recu p era tin g  fro m  h is  co ld  and L u c i and 

P a tr ic k  w e r e  th e r e . We had b een  to ld  w hen th e  p lan e tou ch ed  down a t  

A n d rew s and about 5:00 th e  h e lic o p te r s  se tt le d  to  th e  ground on th e  W hite

H ou se  law n. T he fa s te s t ,  lo n g e s t , h a rd est tr ip  of any P r e s id e n t  o f th e

*  'd? ■I U n ited  S ta tes  w a s  at an end.'^'We a ll  ru sh ed  out and took tu rn s hugging and

k is s in g  h im . He w a s buoyed up on th e  w ave of ex c item en t. A  few  h ou rs  

la te r  w hen  I read  th e  Sunday p a p er , th e r e  w as th e  m ap of th e  w o r ld , h is  

path in  a rro w s  and h ea d lin es around th e  w orld  in  four and o n e -h a lf  h e c tic  

d a y s . Lyndon B . John son  has b e c o m e  th e  f ir s t  A m erica n  P r e s id e n t  ev er  to  

t r a v e l  around th e  w o r ld  w h ile  in  o ff ic e . He c ircu m n a v ig a ted  th e  g lo b e  in  fou r  

and one-h a.lf d a y s . It b egan  on T u esd a y  noon a s  a m is s io n  to  atten d  m e m o r ia l  

s e r v ic e s  fo r  h is fr ien d  and su p p o rter , th e la te  P r im e  M in is te r  H a ro ld  Holt 

o f A u s tr a lia , ended w ith  a v i s i t  to  T hailand  and South V ietn am , a c o n fe r en ce
K t^

in  K a r a c h i w ith  P a k is ta n i M oham ed and th e la te  night m e e t in g s

in  R o m e. He had b een  in  th e  a ir  s ix ty  and o n e -h a lf h ou rs and had c o v e r e d
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tw en ty  sev e n  th o u sa n d  th ree  hundred m ile s .  T h ere  w e r e  tw o hundred  

m e m b e r s  in  th e p a r ty , tw o o f th em  had had h eart a tta ck s, and th e  la s t  

long day had begun in  T hailand  b e fo r e  sunup and ended o v er  th e A tla n tic  

on th e  w ay  to  W ashington.

We w ent up to  L yndon's ro o m , but it  w a s qu ite im p o s s ib le  to  go  

to  bed  so  w e  sa t around and ta lk ed  and ta lk ed  fo r  n ea r ly  tw o hou rs w h ile  

Lyndon had h is t e a  and I c o ffee , about th e tr ip , the fa m ily  of H aro ld  H olt, 

w ho w ould  s u c c e e d  h im , Ed C lark, h is  stop in  V ietnam , s u r p r is e - —at  

le a s t  to  m e - - v i s i t  with^^^fcJ5»i»n, our old  fr ien d , and m u ch , m uch about 

th e  P o p e , p a r tly  b e c a u se  of L u c i's  and P a t 's  p r e s e n c e  and p a r tly  b e c a u se  

th e  P o p e  in te r e s te d  Lyndon. It a lw a y s  in tr ig u e s  m e - -  th is  u n lik e ly  a ffin ity  

of in te r e s t  in  m any s u c c e s s iv e  P o p e s  on th e p a rt of th is  P r o te s ta n t T ex a s  

p o lit ic ia n  and yet it  a l l  sounded good. He w a s rid in g high. It s a t is f ie d  a 

deep  in b red  d e s ir e  to  show  h is  r e s p e c t  and fr ien d sh ip  fo r  a dead friend^  

and he hoped by h is  p r e se n c e  to  g iv e  ev id en ce  of h is s p e c ia l fe e l in g  a s  

C o m m a n d e r -in -C h ie f fo r  th o se  troops^and^had a ls o  stru ck  a  b low  fo r  p eace  

by m e e tin g  w ith  th e  P o p e . It w as a tou r  de fo r c e  lik e  no o th e r s . H e  

brought us p r e s e n t s . We look ed  at so m e  of th em  and then  ju st a fe w  m in u tes  

b e fo r e  se v e n , L u ci and P a t sa id  th ey  w e r e  going to  M a ss  and he sa id ,

' Î’l l  go w ith  you. " I w a s not about to , so  in  th e  r e v e r s e  o rd er  o f  w hat 

s e e m e d  fittin g , he w ent out to  Church w ith  th e ch ild ren  and I w ent b a ck  to  bed .

L
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I w oke up about ten , Lyndon had gone to  h is o ff ic e . Juan ita  w as  

th e r e , e v e r  fa ith fu l. He brought her and M ary and B a rr y  B eck  back to 

lu n ch , but v/e w e r e  h o p e le s s ly  off sch ed u le  and did not s e e  our u su a l 

quota of TV  sh ow s on Sunday.

In th e  a ftern oon  H arry  M cP h erso n  and the V a len tis  and S e c re ta r y  

R usk ca m e  in . Lyndon w ork ed  on th e  r esu m e  of h is tr ip , com b in ed  w ith  

a ,C h r is tm a s  m e s s a g e  to  th e N ation , It w as te le v is e d  down in  th e  th ea ter  

and th en  a l l  of th e  p h otograp h ers trou p ed  up to th e  secon d  f lo o r  and we 

did  C h r is tm a s  p ic tu r e s  in  front o f our C h r is tm a s  t r e e  in  th e  Y ello w  O val 

R oom , w ith  P a tr ic k  Lyndon and Yuki, standing by M arietta  B r o o k s ’ red  

( v e lv e t  C h r is tm a s  sto ck in g s  that hang on th e ^ M ^ ^ ^ b e lo w  G eo rg e

W ashington . T h ey  t e l l  th e  s to r y  of our l iv e s  fr o m  K arnack to  th e  

U n iv e r s ity , th e  C apito l, and L uci and Lynda^and the W hite H o u se . L yndon’s 

and m in e  w e r e  our C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n t s , and P a tr ic k  L y n d o n 's --  his**being 

b orn  p r e se n t , Lynda and C huck's th e ir  w edding p r e se n t and th e y  a r e  a 

r e a l  w ork  of art^ Of c o u r se , th e  p a r tic u la r  a c ce n t w as L yn d on 's w ith  

P a tr ic k  Lyndon o r  Yuki, but th e  fe e lin g  that p erv a d ed  th e w h o le  day w a s  

th at fa m ilia r  one that a lw a y s  h ap p en s,“̂ o  m a tter  how m uch th e  p rep a ra tio n  

o r  o rg a n iza tio n  o r  p la n n in g '^ r in g  th e  tw en ty -fo u r  hours b e fo r e  the  

C h r is tm a s  t r e e ,  on ly  th is  t im e  it  w as a l l  con cen tra ted  into e v en  few er  h o u rs .
m

Lyndon w a s sen d in g  M a rie  scu rry in g  in  one d ir e c tio n  to  w rap  add ition al 

p a c k a g e s . A sh ton  had co m e  down. H e w a s ch eck in g  out th e  c lo th e s  w ith
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h.er th at he had bought for  h is  g ir ls ,  m e , Lynda, L uci, M a rie , Juanita,

M ary Slater^and no so o n er  d o es  he g iv e  one than he has to  s e e  i t  m od eled  

at o n ce , and he i s  a b so lu te ly  d e ligh ted  i f  it  lo o k s p re tty  and th e  rec ip ien t

AX
l ik e s  it .  w e  d ec id ed  to  have the C h r is tm a s  t r e e  r igh t b e fo r e  d in n er  and

about s ix  o 'c lo c k  a l l  w as in r e a d in e s s , p a ck a g es  p ile d  high . I had put

both th e  p a in tin gs of th e  T ex a s  L an d scap e  by B il l  H oey and T h e L ittle  G ir l in

th e  Y e llo w  H a t - - i t  look s lik e  a F ren ch  im p r e s s io n is t - -u n d e r  th e  tr e e  for

Lyndon and fo r  L u c i I had C arm en  c u r le r s ,  a sw e a te r  fo r  C huck , a  sw e a te r

fo r  P a t - - t h e y  hope to  go sk iin g  b etw een  C h r is tm a s  and N ew  Y e a r 's  and

fo r  Lynda an e a r ly  ed ition  of H u ck leb erry  F inn .

About s ix  o 'c lo c k  w e w e r e  g a th e r e d -- ju s t  th e  fa m ily  and M arie  
.AO

F e h m e r , f^ iic ito u s ly  w atch in g  o v er  L yndon's p ile ,  w ith  h er  pad and p e n c il.  

Lyndon a lw a y s  ap p oin ts h im se lf  Santa C lau s, but he H kes to  s e e  it  work fa s t  

s o  he c a lle d  on P a tr ic k  to  help h im . M ore and m o re  P a tr ic k  ju s t  n aturally  

m o v e s  a s  h is  com pan ion  and h e lp er  and I w atch  it w ith  p le a s u r e . And, o f  

c o u r se , a l l  e y e s  w e re  on Lyn to  s e e  how he w ould lik e  th e t r e e  and the to y s .  

A s a m a tte r  of fa c t , he lik ed  anything he could  get in  h is m ou th  and he w a s  

not p a tr ic u la r ly  in te r e s te d  in  th e t r e e .

F ir s t ,  Lyndon g a v e  m e  a  y e llo w  w oo l d re sB y ' f a ck e t  by  G eoffrey  

. B ea n , w h ich  fit  beautifully^and Lynda and Chuck gave  us a b ea u tifu l a lbu m  

o f th e ir  w edding p ictures^  and L u ci a  funny v e r s e  to ld  m e  th at th e ir  g ift
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cou ld n 't p o s s ib ly  be brought to W ashington and I w ould  have to  w a it

until I got to th e  ranch  to s e e  it  and i f  it  didn't turn  out to  be a ch e r ish e d

g ift, sh e  hoped i t  w ould  a t le a s t  b e  a  fa m ily  jok e.

T h e re  w a s  an en velop e  o f S avin gs B onds fr o m  Lyndon, but, a la s , 

th e  m an y  good th in g s that w e  get to  ea t y ea r  a fter  y ea r  fr o m  old  fr ie n d s , 

th e  p e c a n s  fr o m  th e  P o r te r  A gn ew s, th e  d a tes fr o m  J a cq u e lin e  C ochran, 

candy and sm ok ed  tu rk ey  and g ra p efru it fr o m  h o sts  of f r ie n d s - - s o m e  

of th em  have done it  fo r  tw en ty  y e a r s - - w e  no lo n g er  r e c e iv e . W e ju st  

g et th e  n o tice  th at i t  has b een  sen t and w e  w r ite  a n ice  th an k -you  le t te r  

and th e  S e c r e t  Serv ice^ in  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f duty^destroys th e  food . I  caanot 

b la m e  th em . I can  on ly  b ew a il th e  w a s te . O cca s io n a lly  so m eth in g  is  

sen t to  A sh ton  G onella  and sh e  b r in g s it  in her own hands to th e  k itch en  

and w e  do eat i t .

We unwrapped presen ts^ an d  exclaim ed^and showed^ and sank  knee  

d eep  in  t i s s u e  p a p er  and b r igh t c o lo re d  w rap p in gs and r ib b o n s. It w as  

a fte r  e igh t o'cl.ock w hen n ea r ly  everyb od y  w a s  f in ish ed . I s t i l l  had a  bench  

p iled  h igh  so  w e  w en t in to  d in n er, Lynda and Chuck and L u ci and P a t , Sam  

H ouston  and M a rie  and Lyndon and I. L u ci gave a fu ll and b ea u tifu l  

b le s s in g  and our C h r istm a s had rea ch ed  it s  peak .
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