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FRIDAY, DECEM BER 29

i The th i rd  day of Lyndon 's  r e a l  C h r is tm a s  v a c a t io n .  We

h ad  com e down to the r a n c h  on T uesday , the 26th. On the 27th and 

28th, t h e r e  had  b e e n  sh u tt le  f ligh ts  of w o rk e rs  f ro m  W ashington.

Today, th e r e  is  not. In the m o rn in g  L yndon 's  ta i lo r  b ro u g h t  h im  

so m e  c lo th es  and lo and beho ld  th e re  w as am ong th em  a  ta i lo r e d  

w e s te r n  su i t  fo r  P a t r i c k  Lyndon Nugent, age s ix  m o n th s .  I t  w as  

h i l a r i o u s - - a l l  L yndon 's  do ings, of c o u rse .

The f i r s t  b ig  even t of the day  w as the a r r i v a l  of D r .  and  

M rs .  C h r i s t i a n  B e r n a r d .  Lyndon was on the phone so I  w ent in  to 

m e e t  th e m  in  the  b ig  liv ing  ro o m  to b r id g e  the gap un til  he c a m e .

They w e re  a b s o lu te ly  c h a rm in g ,  co m p le te ly  n a tu r a l - - H e ,  a  m ix tu re  

of p o ise  and a t  the s a m e  t im e  being  r a t h e r  aw ed a t  m e e t in g  the P r e s id e n t  

and  k een ly  in te l l ig en t ,  a  s e n s i t iv e ly ,  b eau tifu lly  m o d e led  fa c e .  He 

to ld  a  de lig h tfu l  s to r y  about b e ing  a sk e d  b y  a  r a t h e r  w o rsh ip fu l  la d y  

, v e r y  a d m ir in g  of the m e d ic a l  p ro fe s s io n  w h e th e r  he h ad  e v e r  s a v e d  a 

l i fe .  He thought a  m in u te  and s a id  y e s .  He could  th ink  of one life  lie 

had  s a v e d  and  she  w an ted  to h e a r  about it.  He had  go tten  a c a l l  to 

go ou t and  s e e  a  r a n c h e r  w ay out of town. He a r r i v e d  about s u n se t ,  

a  peacefvil, id e a l ic  spo t.  The sheep  w e re  g ra z in g  in  the v a lley ,  

the  f a r m  h ouse  n e s t le d  am ong the t r e e s ,  and as  he w alked  to the d o o r  

th e r e  w as a goat t ied  to a  s tak e  in  the y a rd .  He w ent in and the r a n c h e r  

w as  in d eed  v e r y  s ick .  His fe v e r  w as  high, he  h ad  an in f la m a tio n  of the 

c h e s t .  In the n igh t i t  w as w o rse .  He did not know w h e th e r  he  coxjld 

pu ll  h im  th rough  o r  not. He t r i e d  ev e ry th in g . A bout th re e  th i r ty  in  the
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m o rn in g  he and the r a n c h e r ' s  wife w e re  s i t t in g  a t  the k itchen  tab le  

hav ing  a  cup of coffee . She looked  a t  h im  r a t h e r  d e s p e ra te ly  an d  

s a id  "D o c to r ,  have  you t r i e d  e v e r y th in g .” He s a id  "Y es ,  I h a v e .  "

T hen she  s a id  i t  w o u ld n 't  h u r t ,  would i t  to t r y  so m e  of the old 

c o u n try  r e m e d ie s  I knew as a  c h i ld .  F o r  in f lam a tio n  of the c h e s t  

w e u s e d  to k i l l  an  a n im a l - - p r o b a b ly  a  g o a t - - a n d  sk in  it  and w ra p  

the skinxafliaaamxx a ro u n d  the c h e s t  of the p a t ie n t  and the h e a t  w ould  

d ra w  the  f e v e r  ou t of the p e r s o n .  D r .  B e r n a r d  thought a  m in u te  Hkx 

to h i m s e l f .  "H ave I gone to sch o o l fo r  s ev en  y e a r s  to p r a c t i c e  skinning 

a  goat and w rap p in g  i t  a ro u n d  a  p a t ie n t 's  c h e s t .  " He s a id  q u ie t ly  

"w ell ,  l e t ' s  w a it  one m o re  h o u r  and if the fe v e r  h a s n ' t  begun to  go down 

then  we w ill  t ry  th a t .  An h o u r  l a t e r  they  took h is  t e m p e r a tu re  . F a te  

w as w ith  h im . He had  p a s s e d  the c r i s i s  . It w as  going down. The 

nex t m o rn in g  w hen he got up the p a t ie n t  was m uch  b e t t e r  and  a s  the 

d o c to r  w alked  out the door to go b a c k  into town he looked  a t  th e  goa t 

s t i l l  t i e d  to the s ta k e  and he s a id  "goa t,  I  have  sav ed  you r l i fe .  "

T h e re  was p r e s e n t  in  the b a c k  of m y  m ind  the m e m o r y  that 

th is  m a n  w as f r o m  South A fr ic a .  Som ehow you d o n 't  e sc a p e  f r o m  that.

T h a t c o u n try  s tan d s  ou t so and then  th e r e  w e re  two th ings th a t  he sa id  

a c c e n te d  oddly. One, I a s k e d  h im  abou t h e a r t  d onors  . How young did 

they  have  to be and  he s a id  not o v e r  th i r ty  b e c a u s e  any t im e  p a s t  twenty 

f ive  - - m o s t  c e r ta in ly  p a s t  t h i r t y - - t h e  w hite  E u ro p e a n s  would b eg in  to have  

so m e  s o r t  of h e a r t  i m p a i r m e n t , how ever  m in o r .  Then he  s a id  bu t tha t 

d o e s n 't  app ly  to N e g ro e s .  You could take th e i r  h e a r t s  on up to fifty  

b e c a u s e  they  r e m a in  h e a l th y  lo n g e r  . I  to ld  h im  how m uch  the  p a p e r s
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had  r e p o r te d  ev e ry th in g  abou t the o p e ra t io n  a l l  the p r o g r e s s  h e r e - -  

h e a d l in e s  e v e ry  d a y .  He s a id  "Y es ,  we had  a fee l in g  th e re  w e re  m a n y  

peop le  pu lling  fo r  us a l l  a ro u n d  the w o r ld  - - e v e n  people  who h a te  o u r  

c o u n try  .

The m o s t  in te re s t in g  of a l l  was to h e a r  h im  te l l  how he 

had  go tten  h is  m e d ic a l  educa tion  as  a  r e s u l t  of NIH g ra n ts  w hich  

Lyndon h ad  b een  e ffec tiv e  ten  o r  so  y e a r s  ago in  ge tting  th e m  le g is la te d .  

This  g r a n t  had  en ab led  h im  to go to m e d ic a l  schoo l in  M inneso ta ,

I b e l ie v e d  i t  w as .  He r e f e r r e d  to h im s e l f  a s  a  gopher  and  then  l a t e r  

in  V i r g in ia - - M a r y  L a s k e r  had  c a l le d  m e abou t i t  the day b e f o r e - -  

, w ith  g r e a t  e x c i te m e n t  and  p le a s u re .

* _ Lyndon co m e in  and f ro m  then  on I d id n 't  get a  chance  to

g e t  in  a  w o rd  KdgswaxKxniJtyaac edgew ays . They h i t  i t  off, th ey  bo th  

ta lk e d  a n im a te d ly  about the m e d ic a l  p ro b le m s  tha t  face  peop le  an d  

w hat we can  do abou t th e m  and then  p r e s e n t ly  Lyndon s a id  "w ould  

you l ik e  to r id e  a ro u n d  and s e e  the r a n c h .  " O bvious ly  they  w e re  

d e ligh ted , a lm o s t  w ith  a  l i t t le  boy s o r t  of a t t i tu d e .  I t  w as r e f r e s h in g .

We to u re d  the r a n c h  and  the M a r t in  and  then  the R e a g a n .  The i^diKx 

d e e r  p e r f o r m e d  w o n d erfu lly  and  then a t  the end of the ru n w ay  I s a w  

Jo e  M a sh m a n  and h is  s t a r  pupil A r th u r  K r im . A r th u r  w as e la te d  

b e c a u s e  h e  had  j u s t  p ilo ted  the h e l ic o p te r  . I th ink he had  taken  off 

^   ̂ b u t  h ad  no t la n d e d .  A t any r a t e ,  he fe l t  r a t h e r  a t  e a s e  in  i t .  Lyndon

( got in  the f ro n t  s e a t  w ith  Jo e  M ashm an , the B e rn a rd s  and  I in the

b a c k  s e a t  and up we w ent w ithout an  a g e n t - - v e r y  m u ch  to th e i r  d is m a y .
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* We flew  low o v e r  the ra n c h  and D r. and M rs .  B e r n a r d  w e re  ex c ited

as  could  b e .  They s a id  i t  was the f i r s t  t im e  they had  e v e r  b een  up 

in  a  h e l ic o p te r .  We s e t t le d  down by the h an g e r  and M rs .  B e r n a r d  an d  

I got out and the g e n tle m e n  con tinued  on and p r e s e n t ly  we a l l  co n g reg a ted  

fo r  lunch, the  B e r n a r d s - - !  was d e lig h ted  th a t  Lyndon h ad  a sk e d  th e m  

to s t a y - - a n d  J e s s e  K e lla m  and Don and  Jan e  Thom as . S h o r tly  a f te r  

lu n ch  the B e r n a r d s  le f t  to c a tc h  a  p lane  fo r  London.

L a te r  in  the a f te rn o o n  we s e t  out on one of o u r  o p en -en d  

r i d e s - - J e s s e ,  Lyndon, and I and  the Don T h o m a se s .  Lyndon  counting  

d e e r  and  in sp e c t in g  fen ces  fo r  h o le s ,  looking a t  the condition  of c a t t le ,

(  and  J a n e  and  I cha tt ing  abou t h e r  d e s i r e  to find a  s tone  h o u se  in  the

c o u n try  and do i t  o v e r ,  preferablyei6c one of the o ld  G e rm a n  ones 

w ith  the ou tdoor s t a i r c a s e  so we took them  o v e r  to se e  the J a y  

D ance  h o u se  on the top of the h i l l  th a t  looks down the long s lope  in to  

the v a l le y  r ig h t  to o u r  ra n c h .  I a m  so anxious fo r  som ebody  I know 

and  l ik e  to buy  th a t  ho u se .  I w an t  to ac c u m u la te  a  h a lf  dozen  n e ig h b o rs  

l ik e  A r th u r  fo r  the y e a r s  we com e b a c k  h e re .

A l i t t le  b e fo re  s ix  Jan e  and I d ropped  out and  d rove  b ack  

to the r a n c h .  M rs .  B(;jt i|^ m e t  m e  th e re  and I h a d  a  sham poo and s e t  

and w as c o n fe r r in g  w ith  M a ry  w hile  I got m y  h a i r  done on d in n e r .  I t  

h ad  tu rn e d  out to b e  tw enty two and doing m y  sea t in g  and then we a l l  

^ c o n g r e g a te d .  The W ashington  sh u tt le  had  b ro u g h t  in L ynda  and C huck

" an d  M a ry  and B a r r y  B eck . John  had  a r r iv e d ,  m u ch  to o u r  de ligh t.

We love toxx fo r  M a r ie  to have so m e  com pany  and th e re  w as Jo e  Califano
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and J im  Jo n e s  and the L a r r y  T em p les  and A r th u r  K r im  and, of c o u rse ,  

J e s s e  and the T h o m a se s  and M a ry  R a th e r  who had  com e o v e r  to h e lp  

out w hile  we w e re  hom e fo r  C h r i s tm a s .  I w ish  i t  could  b e  lo n g e r .

We had  h e a r d  th a t  the W ests  w e re  in  r e s id e n c e  and  so we had  in v i te d  

N eva and  W esley  and Dee and Gene o v e r  for d in n er  and  the M o u rsu n d s .

I l i t  the f i r e  in  the b ig  f i r e p la c e  as i t  w as  a  b i t t e r  cold  n igh t w ith  a  

huge new log and  th e re  w as  tha t ssaaacxHx w onderfu l a i r  of ho liday  a n d  

e x c i te m e n t  and of the  p le a s u re  of a l l  be ing  to g e th e r .

We planted a su m a c  d u r in g  the day, M r .  Sw anson had , 

a g a in s t  the  s tone  w a ll  of the office  on the w e s t  s id e  and u n d e r  th e  

two ag ing  l iv eo ak s  in  the p a rk in g  a r e a .  The p lan ting  is  going n ic e ly .

If  on ly  i t  could  a l l  be done when Lyndon is  not h e r e .  He te a s e s  m e  

abou t p lan tin g  t r e e s  and digging them  up and p lan ting  so m e  m o r e  

and i t ' s  t r u e .  Of c o u r s e ,  we h a d  to dig up the J a p a n e s e  l e g u s t r u m s  

w hich  u s e d  to s h ie ld  M r.  ^ l i n e 's  o ld  shop aiid th ey  a r e  to go in  to 

shsidc s h ie ld  the new pum p house .

• We p layed  b r id g e  a f te r  d in n e r - - tw o  tab le s -o f  u s ,  and th e n  

c lo se  to m id n ig h t W a r r ie  Lynn and  h e r  date d rove  in . The old  h o u se  

is  r e a l l y  b u r s t in g  a t  the s e a m s  so h e r  date  sp en t  the n ight in th e  t r a i l e r  

arid I s h a r e d  a  r o o m  w ith  W a r r i e  Lynn.


