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THURSDAY. JANUARY 4 
{ Inc ludes  p a r t  of J a n u a r y  5 a lso )

T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  4 b e g a n  a f t e r  m id n ig h t  f r o m  the  G o v e r n o r ' s

M a n s io n  in  A u s t in  w ith  Jo h n  and  N e l l ie .  We h a d  b e e n  to s e e  H e l lo

D o lly  a n d  c a m e  a f t e r w a r d s  to th e i r  f a m i ly  q u a r t e r s  on the  s e c o n d  f lo o r ,

e x t r e m e l y  m o d e s t  fo r  a  G o v e r n o r ' s  f a m i ly  I tho u g h t.  Young Jo hnny  c a m e

in  w ith  h i s  d a te .  A nd S h a ro n ,  v e r y  c u te  and  f e m i n i n e - - L u c i  and  P a t r i c k

ta lk e d  to th e m  in  th e  k i tc h e n  and  L y n d o n  and  Jo h n  and  N e l l ie  and  I s e t t l e d

dow n in  th e  l iv in g  r o o m  to t a lk  ab o u t f a m i l i e s ,  p a in t in g s  a n d  f a r m in g .  .

T h e  c o lu m n is t s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d u m b fo u n d ed . ¥ k e  p o l i t i c s  h a r d l y

^ t r u d e d  a t  a l l  in to  o u r  c o n v e r s a t io n .  W e le f t  a f t e r  12:30 an d  d ro v e

th ro u g h  th e  p e a  so u p  fog to  th e  r a n c h .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g  I aw oke  a g a in

u .

to  f in d  th e  w o r l d  s t i l l  s h r o u d e d  in  a  g r a y  c lo ak ,  w e a th e r  f i t  on ly  to  s i t  

a r o u n d  th e  f i r e  an d  t e l l  t a l e s ,  a s  D addy  w ou ld  h a v e  s a id .  T h e  p la n e  w a s  

c o m in g  dow n f r o m  W a sh in g to n  to b r in g  S a r g e  S h r iv e r ,  C h a r l i e  S c h u l tz e  

a n d  J o e  C a l i f a n o .  I t  c o u ld n 't  la n d  a t  the  r a n c h .  We d e c id e d  r a t h e r  l a t e  

i n  th e  m o r n in g  to  d r iv e  in to  A u s t in  an d  m e e t  th e m  a t  th e  F e d e r a l  B u i ld in g  

an d  h a v e  lu n c h  t h e r e  in s t e a d .  So I w a s  q u ick ly  on th e  p h o n e  to r e a c h  

G e r t r u d e  in  A u s t in  to g e t  h e r  to th e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  and  up  to  th a t  lo v e ly  

s u i te  to  p r e p a r e  lu n c h  fo r  s o m e w h e r e  b e tw e e n  s ix  an d  te n .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  

q u i te  m a r v e l o u s  h o w  p e o p le  m o v e  w ith  a g i l i ty  and  good  h u m o r  and  v e r y  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f ic ie n c y  I t h i n k - - J a m e s  a n d  M a r y  an d  G e r t r u d e .  I  

a r r a n g e d  to  s e n d  h e r  one  s t e w a r d  in , c h e c k e d  th a t  off and  tu r n e d  to



L y n d a  an d  C huck . L y n d a  h a s  b e e n  r e a l l y  s ic k  s in c e  T u e s d a y  w h en  sh e  

g o t  b a c k  f r o m  sk i in g  a t  R e d  R iv e r ,  New M e x ic o - - tw o  in f e c te d  e a r s ,  

c o n g e s t io n  in  th e  c h e s t ,  a  d r e a d f u l  co ld  an d  f e v e r .  B u t  C h u c k  m u s t  

r e t u r n  and  He is  d e t e r m in e d  to, I l o s t  th e  b o u t  e a r l y  th is  m o r n i n g  w h en  

I  w e n t  in  to t r y  to  p e r s u a d e  h e r  o n ce  m o r e  n o t  to  go b a c k ,  o n ly  to  f in d  

th e  D o c to r  t h e r e  te l l in g  h e r  th a t  y e s  h e  th o u g h t  th a t  i f  s h e  w e n t  r i g h t  

. b a c k  to  b ed , go t a  lo t  of r e s t  and  to o k  h e r  m e d ic in e  i t  w ou ld  p r o b a b ly  

b e  a l l  r ig h t .  So th e  t h r e e  of u s  d ro v e  in  th ro u g h  th e  g r a y  a n d  d r e a r y  

c o u n t r y s id e .  B u t  a  few  d a y s  of g o ld  su n  w e  h a v e  h a d  an d  th i s  w i l l  be4" :
o u r  lo n g e s t  s ta y  in  T e x a s  f o r  a  w h o le  y e a r .  I  k i s s e d  th e m  g o o d b y e  a t  

B e r g s t r o m  a t  12:30 an d  w e n t  on in to  the  F e d e r a l  B u i ld in g  to  f in d  a  r e a l  

h u m m in g  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - M a r y  R a t h e r  a t  th e  R e c e p t io n  D e sk ,  M a r i e  in  

c l o s e  to  L yn d o n , h e  in  c o n f e r e n c e  w i th  S a rg e  S h r iv e r ,  a n d  C h a r l i e  

S c h u l tz e  an d  M r .  Z w ick  in  th e  o u te r  o ff ice .  I a m  go ing  to m i s s  C h a r l i e  

S c h u l tz e .  H e  h a s  th a t  w o n d e r fu l  l® vet"of h u m o r  w i th  a l l  th e  h e a v y  tough  

b u s i n e s s  of th e  b u d g e t .  H e  i n s p i r e s  c o n f id e n c e  in  m e  and  a t  th e  ssime 

t im e  h e  a m u s e s .  I h a d  s e n t  in  the  p ic k u p  a  g ro u p  of p i c t u r e s  in^ to  be  

h a n g e d .  So I g o t  th e  c a r p e n t e r  and  b u s ie d  m y s e l f  i n  a l l  th e  r o o m s  th a t  

w o u ld n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  L y n d o n . A b e a u t i fu l  m e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a in t in g  

th a t  th e  P o p e  h a d  g iv e n  L yndon , v e r y  h a n d s o m e  on  th e  p a n e le d  w a l l  of 

th e  l iv in g  ro o m ,  a  f r s im e d  C h in e s e  s c r o l l  th a t  I lo v e d  so  m u c h  a t  the  

E l m s ,  lo o k e d  e le g a n t  in  th e  r e c e p t io n  c o r r i d o r .  I hung  th e  In a u g u r a l  

in v i ta t io n s  f r o m  '61 an d  '65 in  M a r i e ' s  o ff ice  an d  a  B a r t  p o r t r a i t  of
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L y n d o n  and  a  new  la n d s c a p e ,  a  g i f t  fronn th e  Jo h n  C o n n a l ly s ,  bu t the
i

f a v o r i t e  w e  found  h e r e  w a s  a  p e n  an d  in k  d ra w in g  by M a d a m e  Ch?ang 

K a i -S h e k  th a t  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b le  to  lo c a te  f o r  a g e s .  I  hung  i t  in  th e  ' 

d in in g  r o o m - - n o t  a s  p e r f e c t  a  p l a c e  a s  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  an d  a  p o r t r a i t  of 

m e  in  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e - - a  g i f t  o f  th e  A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t - - in  

L y n d o n 's  s m a l l  p r i v a t e  s i t t in g  r o o m .  A l l  in  a l l ,  I w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  

w ith  m y  w o r k f ^ ^ h a d  a  d e l ic io u s  lu n c h eo n .  A t  L y n d o n 's  s u g g e s t io n  

I  c a l l e d  J e s s e  a n d  P a t .  T h e r e  w e r e  e le v e n  of us  a t  th e  ta b le .  I th in k  

i t  h a d  b e e n  a  t e n s e  a n d  to u c h o u s  m o r n in g  p ro b a b ly .  S a r g e  S h r i v e r - -  

h e  i s  a  g ;rea t  a d v o c a te  f o r  a l l  of th e  p r o g r a m s  of p o v e r ty .—^ u t  L yndon , 

a l a s ,  h a s  th e  h a r d  job  of f in d in g  w h e r e  th e  m o n e y  i s  go ing  to c o m e  f r o m  

an d  e v a lu a t in g  b e tw e e n  th a t  one  an d  e v e r y th in g  e l s e .  A t  th i s  s e a s o n  of 

th e  y e a r  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  tough . E v e r y  d e p a r t m e n t - - t h e  top  m a n  who 

n a t u r a l l y  i s  a n  a d v o c a te  f o r  i t s  w o r k  and  i t s  p r o g r a m s ^ a n d  e v e r y  

d e p a r t m e n t  m u s t  be  s l a s h e d  an d  say in g  no i s  an  e x h a u s t in g ,  d ra in in g ,  

unhappy  jo b . So m u c h  of th is  jo b  i s  unhappy .

A f te r  lu n c h  he  h a d  s e s s i o n s  w ith  th e  o t h e r s .  Z w ic k  a p p a r e n t ly  

i s  go ing  to  b e  th e  new  D i r e c t o r  f o r  th e  B u d g e t .  A l i t t l e  a f t e r  fo u r  w e  

s a id  goodbye, to  th e m  a l l  and  d ro v e  ou t by B r a c k e n r id g e  H o s p i t a l  to  go 

in  f o r  a  b r i e f  v i s i t  w ith  M r s .  O s t r o w id s k i  an d  h e r  d a u g h te r .  T h e y  a r e  

th e  f a m i ly  of th e  H e a r s t  n e w s p a p e r m a n .  T h e  w h o le  f a m i ly  w a s  in  a  c a r  

w r e c k ,  I b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  N ew  Y e a r ' s  D ay . T h e y  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  in ju r e d
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a n d  lo o k e d  q u i te  bad  an d  in  a  w ay  I  f e l t  e m b a r r a s s e d  to in t r u d e  u p o n  

th e m , b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no d o u b t in  th e i r  f a c e s  th a t  th ey  a p p r e c i a t e d  i t .

• ^ ^ W e  s t a r t e d  d r iv in g  h o m e .  Jo h n  and  N e l l ie  w e r e  c o m in g  ou t 

to  s e e  u s .  W e m e t  a t  O ak  H i l l  an d  th e y  g o t  in  w ith  u s  in  th e  b ig  long 

b la c k  l im o u s in e  a n d  w e  d ro v e  b a c k  ou t th ro u g h  th e  p e a  so u p  fog v e r y  

s lo w ly , tak in g  n e a r l y  two h o u r s  to g e t  to  the  r a n c h .  T h e r e  w a s  one 

n ic e  th in g  a b o u t  th e  w e a th e r .  I t  m a k e s  i t  so  m u c h  m o r e  c h e e r f u l  

i i i s id e  by  a  b ig  f i f  e an d  th is  d a y  w h ich  h a d  b eg u n  a f t e r  12 o 'c lo c k  in  • 

th e  m a n s i o n  e n d e d  a f t e r  12 o 'c lo c k  h e r e  a t  th e  r a n c h h o u s e .  M o s t  of 

th e  t im e  w a s  s p e n t  ta lk in g  w i th  J o h n  and  N e ll ie  on  w h a t  w e  sh o u ld  do^ 

an d  i f  w e  a r e  n o t  go ing  to r u n  how  and  w h en  do w e  s a y  so . W e to o k  

t i m e  o u t  f o r  d i n n e r - - L u c i  an d  P a t ,  and  p la y e d  w i th  P a t r i c k  L yndon , 

M a r i e  a n d  J im ,  a n d  M a r y  R a t h e r - - h a p p y  r e m i n d e r  of so  m a n y  y e a r s  

p a s t .  I t  i s  so  e a s y  an d  c o m f o r ta b le  to  h a v e  h e r  h e r e - - j u s t  a s  though  

s h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  aw ay . A nd  th e n  a b o u t  9:30 w e  w e n t  b a c k  to  L y n d o n 's  

b e d r o o m - - t h e  fo u r  of u s - - a n d  ta lk e d  w ith o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  f o r  n e a r l y  

t h r e e  h o u r s .  Jo h n  s a id ,  "Y ou  o u g h t  to r u n  on ly  i f  yo u  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to 

b e in g  P r e s i d e n t  a g a in - - o n ly  i f  you  w a n t  to do i t .  " I th in k  h e  m e a n t  

i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  jo y  in  th e  w o rk ,  b u t  yo u  o u g h t n o t  to  i f  the  

f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  th e  p a in ,  th e  b a c k b r e a k in g  w o r k  m a k e s  y o u  d r e a d  i t .  You 

a l s o  o u g h t  n o t  to r u n  j u s t  to  k e e p  so m eb o d y  e l s e  f r o m  b e in g  P r e s i d e n t .  

O ne  of th e  m o s t  lu c id  and  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o rd s  w e r e  sp o k e n  by  N e l l ie  who
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s a id ,  "Y ou  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  find  a f t e r  y o u 'v e  m a d e  the  d e c i s io n ,  i f  yo u
• "2

d e c id e  n o t  to  ru n ,  th a t  t h e r e  i s  s o r t  of an  e p h e m e r a l  p e r i o d  w h e n  you

f e e l  l ike  e v e r y th in g  h a s  s to p p ed .  You a r e  s a d .  Y ou a l m o s t  f e e l  l ik e

y o u  a r e  d e a d  and  th en  w hen  th a t  i s  p a s s e d  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  w a v e  of

r e l i e f .  ” A n d  lo o k ing  a t  John , I m y s e l f  s e e  no^ h in t ,  no  l ik e l ih o o d  th a t

h e  w i l l  r e c o n s i d e r  and  r u n  a s  s o m e  of the  c o lu m n is t s  in  T e x a s  a r e

sa y in g .  L y n d o n  sp o k e  of the  s im p le  fa c t ,  b u t  h e  f e e l s  o ld e r  and^ tiredea?-

th a n  h e  d id  te n  y e a r s  ago, f iv e  y e a r s  ago and  w h a t  of th e  n e x t  f iv e  y e a r s ?  .

S u p p o se  h e  r u n s  and  w in s .  W ould  h e  be a b le  to c a r r y  th e  lo ad  in  a  w ay

th a t  h e  w o u ld  be p ro u d  of arid th a t  the  c o u n t ry  d e s e r v e s ?  F o r  a l l  of th o s e  ’ ' ’

y e a r s ,  m o s t  of a l l - - a l w a y s  in  the  b a c k g r o u n d - - i s  th a t  lo w e r in g  shadow  of

n u c le a r  p o w e r .  S o m e t im e s , ,  s o m e w h e r e  w i l l  h e  h a v e  to  m a k e  a  d e c i s io n

on u s in g  th a t?  Y et, i f  h e  c h o o s e s  to  g e t  out, w h a t  w i l l  h i s t o r y  s a y  of

h i m ?  W h a t  w i l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  and  th o s e  c lo s e  to  h im  w ho b e l i e v e  in  h im

s a y  of h im ?  W h a t  w i l l  th e  s o l d i e r s  in  V ie tn a m  s a y  o f h i m ?  W e sp o k e

of th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of m a k in g  th e  d e c is io n ,  p r o b a b ly  a t  th e  end  o f th e

S ta te  of the  U n ion  M e s s a g e ,  b u t  th a t ,  of c o u r s e ,  w o u ld  n e g a te  th e  w ho le

m e s s a g e .  Jo h n  m a d e  one  s t a t e m e n t  th a t  w e n t  s o m e th in g  l ik e  th i s .

" T h e  on ly  w ay  to  a n s w e r  a l l  of th o s e  a r g u m e n t s  i s  to d ie  in  o f f ic e .  ” .

A nd  so  w e w e n t  ro u n d  and  ro u n d  and I go t s o m e  i n s ig h t  in to  how  i t  f e l t  

f r o m  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  and  good co u p le  who h a d  j u s t  m a d e  th e i r  d e c i s io n  

and  t h e i r s  w a s  to g e t  out. A nd  I, a s  a  c i t i z e n ,  c a n n o t  h e lp  b u t  f e e l  sad ,  

r e g r e t f u l  a b o u t  w h a t  th e y  d id  and  y e t  f o r  th e m  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  

m e a s u r e  o f  h a p p in e s s  in  i t .  W ho k n o w s, w ho know s and  so  w e  w e n t



r o u n d  and  ro u n d  on the  s a m e  h o t  g r id d le ,  f ind ing  no c o o l  o a s i s ,  no 

a c c e p ta b le  e x i t .

Jo h n  w a s  go ing  to ta k e  N e l l ie  down»to t h e i r  r a n c h  and  l e a v e  h e r  

to  c le a n  i t  up and  d r iv e  b a c k  to A u s t in  th a t  n igh t.  I t  w a s  a f t e r  12:30 

w h e n  th e y  le f t .  T he c o m p a n io n sh ip  i s  a lw ay s  good e v en  i f  the  p r o d u c t  

i s  no t c o n c lu s iv e .
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