1968

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4
(Includes part of January 5 also).

Thursday, January 4 began after midnight fror_nl the Governor's |

' Mansion in Austin wirh John a'nd Nel_lie_. ' We had been_to see H‘el‘l.o R

'-Dé,lly and came 'afterward.s ‘to ‘th‘eir. far‘ni.ly' quarters 'on;the secvond'.floor.,l .
extrbemel‘yvm'odest for a vGo»v.ernor's. far'nily"‘I _t.houvght." Yonng' J'ohnny eanle :
in w;lrh i’xis_ d;éé. '/Anci Sharon‘, _\‘r‘er‘y .cute and fem1n1ne—-—Luc1 and 'P.’atriek- |

| talked to them in the kitchen and L'yndon and John and Nellie and I settled

down in the living roorn to talk about families, paintings and farming. .

The col\:unmsts would have been durnbfounded Fire Bohtms hardly

P

o J5‘>’gtruded at all into our conversatmn We left after 12: 30 and drove :

_ through the pea soup fog to the ranch. The next morning I awoke agaln.
 to f1nd the world still shrouded in a gray cloak weather flt only to sxt
around the f1re and tell tales,,as Daddy would have said. AThe plane was 3
. coming down» from Washington t.o 'bring Sarge. Shriver,k_Charlie Schult‘ze:’
| and j’oe Califano. It ;:oin&n'é land ar tne. r‘anch._ We deeided srather' late

in the morning to drive into Austin and rneet them at the FederaliBuilding

. \

and ha.ve vvl.nneh'_there inst;ead.' V.So I was qnickly onthe'él;zone to_reach‘ o
.-Gertrude in Anstin to éer-her to .tne bgrocery etor.e‘and ué fo that-,].o\}ely

'sjuite ‘t'ov preéare 1uneh for s‘omer:v.‘here betv;een si:%: anel ten. It 1s really"
g qnite marvelons how people 4rnove with agility and good humor ‘anci .very-

considerable eﬁficiency I think--James and Mary and Gertrnde. I

arranged to send her one steward in, checked that off and turned to
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' Thursday, January 4 {Continued)

Lynda and Chuck. Lynda has been really sick since Tuesday when she
got back from sknng at Red R1ver, New Memco—-two 1nfected ears, '

congestion in the chest, a dre'adful ‘cold and fever. ‘But Chuck must

fe_turn and }i_e is determined'to.'_ I loét the bout early this morning: when .

I went in to t'ryv to'persuade her 'once‘more not to go back, only to find -

the Doetoir there-teiling~her that yes he thought that if she went right

_back to bed, got a lot of rest and took her med1c1ne it would probably

be all rlght So the three of us drove in through the gray and dreary :

countryéide. But a few days of gold sun we have had and thlS will be |

‘our longest stay in Texas for' a whole year. I klssed them goodbye at

Bergstrom at 12 30 and went on into the Federal Bulldlng to f1nd a real

humming orgamzatlon-—Mary Rathe_r at the Reception Desk, Marle in

close to Lyndon, he in conference With Sarge Shri\ter, and Charlie

Schultze and Mr. Zwick in the outef office. Iam gomg to miss Charhe

Schultze, He has that wonderful lewetof humor w1th a11 the heavy tough

business of the budget.‘ He 1nsp1res conﬁdence in me and at the same

 time he' ar'n.uses‘.v I had sent in the p1ckup a group of p1ctures irr'to be .
.hanged So ‘Iigot the carpenter and bus1ed myself in all the rooms that
f@émaﬁ 't mterfere w1th Lyndo'n. A beautiful medxeval rehgxous‘ pamtmg
that the. Pope had g1ven Lyndon, very handsome on the paneled wall of
the living room, a framed ‘Ch1nese scroll that I loved so much at the

' Elms, looked elegant in the reception corridor. I hung the Inaugural .

invitations from '61 and '65 in Marie's office and a Bart portrait of

LTI o GV
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" Thursday, Jenuary 4 ‘(Continuied)

| Lyndon and a new 'ylbandsca.pe, a gift from the John Connallys, but the

- favorite we found here was a pen and ink’ drawmg by Madame Ch‘ang

T Kai- Shek that'T haven't been able to locate for ages. I hung it in the

: .'_dining room-—net as_perfect a place a‘s 1t.deserves,r and a p'ortrait'of

- me in Government House--a gift of the Australian Government--in

-Lyhden's"sr'n‘all' privete sitting room., - All in all, I was very pleased .

. with my work.[/ I had a delicious luncheon. At Lyn_don's suggestion .'

I called Jesse and Pat, There wer.e: eleven of us at the table. I think

it had been a tense and touchdus morning probably, Sarge Shriver-- -

~heisa great advocate for all of the program_e of p.overty,__“ﬁut Lyndon, .

alas, has the hard job of finding where the money is going to come from

" and evaluating between that one and everything else. At this season of.

‘the year it is especia.lly tough. Every 'departrnent--the top man who

' naturally'ie an advocate for its work and its programs and every

J

' department must be slashed and saying no is an exhaustmg, drammg, o

.’:i unhappy JOb So much of this JOb is unhappy.

After 1unch he had sessions with the others. Zwick' e.pparently"' '

h i.s‘ going to be the new Director for the Budget. A little after four we

- -said g.oodb;yeq.'t‘o them all and drove out by Brackenridge Hospital to go

in for a brief visit with Mrs, Ostrowidski and her daughter. They are

‘the family of the Hearst newspaperman, The whole family was in a car

| wreek, I believe it was New Year's Day. They were seriously injured




~ the time was"snent .talkiyng with John and Nellie on what We'should do

Thur sdayv, January 4 (Continued)

and looked quite bad and in a way I felt embarrassed to intrude upon’
thern, :but there was no doubt.in their faces that they appreciated it.
-?#We started dr1v1ng home. John and Nellie were comlng out

L

to see us. We met at Oak Hill and they got 1n ‘with us in the b1g long

black limous1ne- and we drove back out,through the pea soup fog very.

srlowly,‘ takiné nearlyyt;vo hours to get to the ranch. There was one

nice thing about the weather. It makes'it' so much more cheerful

" inside by'a b1g f1re and ‘this day which had begun after 12 o clock in -

the mansion ended after 12 o'clock here at the ranchhouse. Most of

and if we are not going to run how and when do we say so. We took

time out for. dinner--Luci and Pat, and played with Patrick Lyndon,

" Marie and Jim, and Mary Rather-—happy reminder of so many years

‘ past.“ It is so easy and comfortable to have her here-—justas-though

shehad never been away. :And then about 9:30 we went hack to Lyndon"‘s' 3
bedroorn--the four of us--and talked w1thout 1nterrupt1on for nearly

‘three hour_s... John saJ.d "You ought. to run only if‘you l.ook forward to

' being President aga1n--on1y if you want to do it.’ _"' I think he meant

if there was an :ele_ment'of joy in the work, but you ought not to if the -

- frustrations, the pain, the backbreaking work makes you dread it. You

also ought not to run just to keep sornebody else from being P_resident..

- One of .the most lucid and interesting words were spoken by Nellie who
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.:' Thursday, '.January_4 (Continued) '

said, '"You will probably find after you've made the decision, if you
: K3

~decide not to run, that there is sort of an ephemeral perlod when you

- R Tt =

feel hke everythmg has stopped You are sad You al.most feel like

- you are dead and then when'that is ‘passed there is a great wave of

r'elieAf.‘ " And looking at John, I myself see nof hint, nolikelihdod that

. he will reconsider -and run as some of"the'columnists in Texas are

. v_,.o" .
e gy e

 saying. Ly‘ndon spoke of the s1mp1e fact, but he feels older and, tn:edet- :
than he did ten years ago, five years ago and what of the next five years? o

.'Supposle he runs and wins. Would he be able to carry the load in a way

that he would be proud of and that the country deserves? For a11 of those "

' 'years,-'x"n_ost of all--always in the ba'ckgt'ound—--is that lowering shado-w of :

nuclear power. Sometimes,. somewhere will he have to make a decision

on using that? Yet, if he chooses to get out, what will history say of

him? What will his friends and those close to h1m who .beli‘eve in him -

' say of him.?- What wiil the soldiers in Vietnam say"of him? We spoke

of the p0581b111ty of mak1ng the dec1s:.on, probably at the end of the

" State of the Umon Message, but that, of course, would negate the whole :

: _message. John made One statement that went.something like this.

"The only 'way to answer all of those arg‘uments‘is to die in Offiee. L

4" And so we went round and round and I got some insight into how it felt

fro_m a very strong and igood'couple vs}ho had just made their decision

" and theirs Wa.s to get out. And I, as a c1t1zen, cannot help but feel sad, :

regretful about what they did and yet for them there is certainly a

measure of happlness in it, Who knows, who knows and so we went
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Thursday, January 4 ('Coni:inued) .

frqun_d é.nd_ rquna_ r;)n. the same Hof griddlel, finding no cc.jlolloasis, no
A_a..c.cteptab‘le e#it.

| John w.a.s"éo.i.n‘g to take Neliie dowrpfd their ranch-and 1.éa'\re her . -
. fo" élea}.n it up and drive bé.ck fo Austin that ’ni’ght.' »It was after 1‘2.:1.":’0

when they left; . The companionship is always good even if the prdducf C

"is not conclusive, # R




