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SUNDAY. JANUARY 7

Sunday, J a n u a ry  7, dawned cloudy and cold. B a r b a r a  and 

M a ry  K a l tm a n  w e r e  h e r e  e a r ly .  They had  spen t S a tu rd ay  evening 

tu rn in g  the l i t t l e  w o rk  a r e a  r ig h t  o v e r  the c a r p o r t  into a  r e g u la r  White 

' H o u se  f lo w er  ro o m , m ak ing  about e igh teen  bouquets  w ith  J e w e l l 's  he lp ,

and th is  m o rn in g  they  d isp o se d  of them , pu tting  one in  each  b ed ro o m  

and the  p r e t t i e s t  in  the  liv ing  ro o m . Lyndon w en t to M a ss  w ith  L uc i 

and  P a t  and  the baby and M a r ie .  I d ec lin ed  and w en t in s te a d  to a l l  the 

b e d ro o m s  to  s e e  i f  th e r e  w e re  c ig a r e t t e s  and a s h t r a y s ,  m a tc h e s ,  f r u i t  

and  candy  and f lo w e rs  and an  e x t r a  b lan k e t and pillow  and r e c e n t  m a g a z in e s  

and  so m e  good b e d s id e  books. We a r e  putting  the P r im e  M in is te r  in  the 

m a s t e r  g u e s t  r o o m  above us and M rs ,  E sh k o l  in  the Gay R oom . The 

S e c r e ta r y  of S ta te  in  the  C h i ld r e n 's  ro o m , A m b a s sa d o r  and M rs .  H a rm o n  

in  the  two c a rn a t io n  ro o m s ,  and the th re e  top rank ing  I s r a e l i s ,  M r.  H erzo g ,  

G e n e ra l  G eva and M r .  B itan , I b e l iev e  in  the C e d a r  H o u se . A ro o m  for 

each , and  the  P r i m e  M in is te r  and M rs .  E v ro n  down a t  the G uest  H ouse, 

J a m i r  and P a t i r ,  s e c u r i ty  and p r e s s  r e s p e c t iv e ly  and two o th e r  I s r a e l i s .  

A nd the  m o s t  de ligh tfu l  a r r a n g e m e n t  of a l l  to m e ,  W alt R ostow  and Luke  ; 

B a r ro w  in  the  old  Sam  Johnson  f a r m  house .  T h e re  a r e  not m an y  p eop le  

I w ould p u t th e r e .  W alt I fe e l  a ffec tio n a te  tow ard  and s e n t im e n ta l  about. 

Som ehow I l ik e  to h av e  h im  th e re  and I fe e l  he  w ould no t look down on i t .

I  h a v e  g iven  J a m e s  in s t ru c t io n s  to bu ild  a  f i r e  to w e lc o m e
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th e m  w hen  th e y  cam e  hom e f ro m  d in n e r  about te n  o r  e le v e n  o 'c lo c k  

and  to  s t a r t  a  f i r e  in  t h e i r  ro o m s  th e  next m o rn in g  w hen  he b ro u g h t  

in  coffee  and  t h e r e  w as  a  s te w a rd  to ta k e  c a r e  of any  n eed s  and  b r e a k fa s t  

a t  both  th e  C ed a r  H ouse and  th e  G u es t  H ouse.

We had a  f a i r ly  e a r ly  lunch , a f te r  w hich  L u c i and. P a t  w e re  

su p p o sed  to  le a v e .  Lyndon s im p ly  c a n ' t  b e a r  to  s e e  th e m  go so I s a id  

"m ove  th e  b a b y 's  bed down to  m y  ro o m  and you a l l  can s o r t  of m a k e  i t  

your h e a d q u a r t e r s ” so th e n  th e y  could  go in  a f te r  th e y  had g r e e te d  th e  

P r i m e  M in is te r  and h is  w ife in  th e  la te  a f te rn o o n .  W hile we w e re  a t  th e  i r 

lunch  ta b le ,  a  J e t  S ta r  landed  w ith  S e c r e ta r y  R usk , and W alt and  S e c r e t a r y  

B a t t le .  T hey  had had  a  s te a k  a b o a rd ,  bu t th e y  c a m e  in  an d  had  coffee 

w ith  us and  a f t e r w a r d  the  S e c r e ta r y  and  Lyndon had a  s e s s io n  and  I took  

W alt and  M r s .  B a t t le  down to  t h e i r  p la c e  of r e s id e n c e .  I  had g o tten  th e  

e a r l i e r  m e s s a g e  f r o m  S e c r e ta r y  R usk  th a t  he c e r ta in ly  w o u ld n 't  m in d  

s tay in g  th e r e .  In  C h e ro k e e  County, G eo rg ia ,  w h e re  he g re w  up i t  had b e e n  

a lo n g e r  w alk  to  th e  b a th ro o m  than  th e  one I  had d e s c r ib e d  a t  th e  old 

f a r m  house .

A l i t t l e  p a s t  t h r e e ,  d r e s s e d  a s  w a r m ly  a s  I  could  in  m y  b r ig h t  

r e d  e n s e m b le  by M a rq u is  and  an e x t r a  s w e a te r ,  I  flew in  w ith  Lyndon 

and  the  S e c r e t a r y  in  th e  J e t  S ta r  to  San Antonio. A s iz e a b le  c ro w d  had 

b ra v e d  the  b i t t e r  co ld  w ith  th e  p la t fo r m  and benches  and  long r e d  c a r p e t  

and  a  w e lco m in g  lin e  in  w h ich  I  saw  M ayor M c A lis te r ,  C o n g re s s m a n
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G onza les  and  C o n g re s s m a n  K a z e n  and R e v e re n d  M c A lis te r ,  who had 

m a r r i e d  Lynda and  Chuck, q u ite  a  group of c i ty  o f f ic ia ls ,  Dan Q uill,  

th e  P o s t m a s t e r .  And then  the  g r e a t  p la n e  ro l le d  up in  f ro n t  of us and  -

w e  s tood  a t  th e  foot and  down c a m e  s h o r t ,  s tocky , c r a g g y - fa c e  E sh k o l  and  h is  

young c h ip p e r  w ife . I  r e m e m b e r  d is t in c t ly  w hen I  f i r s t  m e t  h e r  on th e  

p la t f o r m  a t  th e  a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n ie s  in  W ashington  and sh e  to ld  m e  she  

had b e e n  a  S e rg e a n t  in  th e  A r m y - - th e  f i r s t  F i r s t  Lady who had b e e n  a  

S e rg e a n t  I had  e v e r  m e t .  She is  34 y e a r s  younger th an  he i s .  T h is  sh e  

to ld  m e  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  v e ry  so lic i to u s  and  te n d e r  w ith  h im , Lyndon m a d e  

a  b r ie f  w e lco m in g  sp e e c h ,  f lo w e rs  w e re  p r e s e n te d  to  each  of u s ,  th e  

P r i m e  M in is te r  a n s w e re d .  T h e re  w e re  a  few  s igns  in  I s r a e l i ,  a  s m a l l  but 

e a g e r  c ro w d  s u rg e d  a ro u n d  h im  and  t h e r e  in ev itab ly  w as  J im  Novy. And 

th e n  i t  w a s  o v e r  and  w e  w e r e  off, Lyndon tak ing  th e  P r i m e  M in is te r  in  

th e  J e t  S ta r  and  I  tak in g  M r s .  E sh k o l  and M r s ,  H a rm o n , M r s .  E v ro n  and 

two o r  t h r e e  m o r e  I s r a e l i s  in  th e  c h o p p e r ,  W alt had to ld  m e  th a t  t h e s e  '' 

w e r e  v e ry  b r ig h t  la d ie s  who w e re  i n te r e s t e d  in  th e  econom y, th e  p o l i t i c s ,  the  

h i s to ry  of t h e i r  c o u n try  and  a l s o  of o u rs  though  I w as f i l l in g  in  a s  w e w en t 

a long  about th e  c ro p s  th a t  w e re  r a i s e d  in  th is  co u n try  and  t h e r e  in  th e  

d is ta n c e  w as  one of th e  d a m s  th a t  had b een  b u il t  a long th e  r i v e r ,  fu rn is h in g  

cheap  p o w er  and  flood co n tro l  and  th o se  l i t t le  ponds w e r e  c a l le d  ta n k s  and  

o u r  r a in fa l l  w as  v e ry  lo w --o n ly  28 in ch es  a  y e a r .  My whole C e n t r a l  T e x a s  

s p e e c h - - th e y  did s e e m  qu ite  e a g e r  and  p le a s e d  to  be t h e r e  and  th e y  

w e r e  v e ry  e a sy  to  b e  w ith ,  e s p e c ia l ly  M r s .  H a rm o n ,  who is  w o n d e r fu l ly
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a d a p te d  to th e  l i fe  of d ip lo m acy .

We a r r i v e d  a t  th e  ra n c h  about 4 :30. Lyndon a l r e a d y  had th e  

P r i m e  M in is te r  out in  the  c a r  showing h im  th e  d e e r .  I  took  M r s .  E shko l 

to  h e r  ro o m  and  B a r b a r a  and  J im  Sym ington helped  w ith  th e  o th e r  l a d ie s .

W e a l l  a r r a n g e d  to  m e e t  in  ju s t  a  few m in u te s .  . T hey  had sa id  th e y  had 

m u c h  r a t h e r  do th a t  th a n  ju s t  s i t  a ro u n d  and ta lk .  I d r o v e - - j u s t  the  fo u r  ‘ 

of us in  th e  c a r  a lone  w hich  se e m e d  to  i m p r e s s  th e m .  T hey  a s k e d  i f  i t  

took  m u ch  s e c u r i ty  to  handle  such  a  b ig  p la c e .  We to u re d  th e  M a r t in  -

r a n c h ,  th e  South p a r t  and  th e  N o r th  p a r t  and  a s  happened so m a n y  t im e s  

'b e fo r e  th ey 'fo u n d  m an y  p a r t s  o f  c o m p a r iso n  be tw een  o u r  t e r r a i n  and  " ' ‘ ' 

I s r a e l ' s .  T he  l iv eo ak s  re m in d e d  th e m  of o live t r e e s ,  th e  goats  and the  

sh eep  w e r e  v e ry  f a m i l i a r  s ig h ts .  In te re s t in g ly  enough th e y  s a id  th e y  had 

fo rb id d e n  r a i s in g  goats  on qu ite  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of th e  lan d  of I s r a e l  b e c a u s e  

th e y  w e r e  so h a rd  on i t ,  I a s k e d  th e m  about the  r e f o r e s ta t io n  of I s r a e l .

I  had h e a rd  so m u c h  about i t .  I  th ink  even  Lyndon has  a  f o r e s t  n am ed  

a f t e r  h im  in  I s r a e l  in  honor of so m e  sp eech  he m a d e  and  I know m a n y  

g r e a t  p h i la n th ro p is t s  do. W hat s o r t  of t r e e s ,  w e re  th e y  u se d  f o r  a  t i m b e r  

c ro p ?  No, th e y  w e re  u sed  p r in c ip a l ly  f o r  so i l  c o n s e rv a t io n  to  keep i t  ? 

a l l  f r o m  blow ing aw ay. T hey  begun by p lan tin g  eu c a ly p tu s ,  now m o s t ly  

th e y  w e r e  a  s p e c ie s  of p ine  th a t  could  ta k e  th e  lack  of r a in  and  s o m e  o ak s .

D eligh tfu lly  the  next day one of th e  g e n tlem en  added  a n o th e r  

r e a s o n  fo r  p la n t in g  f o r e s t s - -  to  m a k e  th e  lan d  g re e n ,  to  m a k e  i t  look
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good in s te a d  of looking out on w a s te la n d .  I had  thought of them  a s  so 

in te n se ly  p r a c t i c a l  and th is  is  a  p o e t 's  r e a s o n ,  but I l ike  it.  B e fo re  they  

le f t  they  h a d  m e t  L u c i  and P a t  and the baby who w as  p e r fo rm in g  am ia b ly  

and  showing off in  a  v e r y  s a t i s f a c to ry  m a n n e r  and then w hen we s ta r te d  

out the  door w e s a id  goodbye to th e m  and to ld  M rs ,  E sh k o l  they would be 

•:leaying;,:Shortly.'- Atv-n

We d ro v e  into Jo h n so n  C ity  to see  the  P e d e r n a le s  E le c t r i c  C o -o p , 

the  t r e e s  Lrynda p lan ted , the h o sp ita l .  They w e re  e s p e c ia l ly  in te r e s te d  

in  th is  and  a sk e d  lo ts  of q u e s tio n s .  Then housing  fo r  o ld  f o lk s - - th i s  too, ; 

.they, w e r e  .eager ,tp hear,.about._.,,Tliey, sa.id they^wer^ j u s t  s ta r t in g  enclaYe.s„_^ 

l ik e  th is  in  I s r a e l  and fo r  in s ta n c e  a l l  the old G e rm a n  Jew s  w anted  to 

l iv e  to g e th e r  b e c a u s e  as  they  exp la ined  now th a t  they  w e re  ge tting  old 

they  w an ted  to r e v e r t  to a  lo t  of the  c u s to m s  and com pan ionsh ip  and 

language  they  h ad  known a l l  th e i r  l iv e s .  The m o s t  exciting  e x p e r im e n t  

to m e  is  to th ink  th a t  you can  build  a co u n try  w ith  peop le  who com e frorn. 

s e v e n ty - tw o  na tio n s ,  and as  m an y  languages ,  bouud to g e th e r  only by the  

th r e a d  of re l ig io n  and so m e  know ledge of the  H eb rew  language. Of 

c o u r s e ,  w e in  A m e r ic a  a r e  m a d e  of peo p le  f ro m  as  m an y  lan d s ,  but 

w e h av e  had  a  couple  of c e n tu r ie s  to m e l t  to g e th e r .

T hen  w e w en t to L y n d o n 's  boyhood hom e. J e s s i e  m e t  us a t  the 

b ack  door and we w en t th ro u g h  with m an y  exp lanations  and e a g e r  i n t e r e s t  

e x p re s s e d .  They w e r e  in  f a c t  de ligh tfu l g u e s ts .  D a rk  over to o k  us and 

we s ta r t e d  back  to the  ra n c h ,  w ith  m e  d e sc r ib in g  on the w ay the s e v e r a l
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th in g s  we m ig h t  do to m o rro w .  One, go into A ustin ,  s e e  th e  U n iv e rs i ty ,  

th e  C ap ito l  and  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  M ansion , th e  s i te  of the  Lyndon Jo h n so n  

L ib r a r y .  I  had h e a rd  th a t  M r s .  E sh k o l  w as a  l i b r a r i a n .  She to ld  m e  in  

f a c t  she  w a s  an  h is to r ia n  and  had  ju s t  gone in to  L ib r a r y  w o rk  to  m a k e  

a  l iv ing , o r  we m ig h t  go to  San Antonio to  s e e  one of th e  old S pan ish  

rn is s io n s .w h ic h  had been  fpunded .in  about, 1720 and had f lo u r ish e d  until  

a ro u n d  1800, A t th is  t h e r e  w as  a  l i t t l e  r ip p le  of e x c i te m e n t  w hich  m a k e s  

you know th a t  a  g u e s t  i s  p le a s e d .  The fog th a t  had  b een  w ith  us fo r  the  

l a s t  s ix  days  r e tu r n e d  and we had b e e n  w ra p p e d  in  i t  fo r  a l l  ex cep t  to d ay . 

We_,,co,uldn|t in  fact, go a n y w h e re .-  When.we, got. hom e,lo  and  beho ld  . there  ■ . 

w e r e  L uc i and P a t  and  th e  baby . T h ey  exp la ined  laughing ly  th a t  th e y  had: 

le f t  and  go tten  o v e r  the  d a m  and Lyndon had c a l le d  and  in v ited  th e m  back . 

H e s a id  w hy d o n 't  you s lee p  in  y o u r  m o th e r ' s  ro o m  and  she  can  m o v e  in  

w ith  m e .  So th a t  i s  w hat we did  and  th u s  Lyn got to  ea t  h is  f i r s t  S ta te  

d in n e r .  Of c o u r s e ,  a t  s ix  and o n e -h a l f  m o n th s  he had b e e n  to  o th e r  S ta te  

d in n e r s ,  bu t th is  w as  th e  f i r s t  one he a te ,  not w ith  u s ,  bu t th e  s a m e - -  

b r e a s t  of p h e a s a n t  and  v e g e ta b le s .

We had a  b r i e f  th i r ty  m in u te s  to  change fo r  d in n e r  in to  s im p le  

c o ck ta i l  d r e s s e s  and  th e n  we m e t  in  th e  big liv ing  ro o m , had a  d r in k  

and  a l i t t le  p a s t  s e v e n - th i r ty  w en t in to  th e  dining ro o m  w h e re  M a ry  and 

B a r b a r a  had p u t  t h r e e  round  ta b le s  w ith  yellow c lo th s  th a t  c a m e  to  th e  

f lo o r .  I  had the  P r i m e  M in is te r  on m y  r ig h t .  A m b a s sa d o r  H a rm o n  c:.
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on m y  le f t ,  J im  Sym ington  c lo se  by  fo r  l iv e ly  c o n v e rsa t io n .  Lyndon 

had  M r s ,  E sh k o l  and M r s .  H a rm o n .  T he S e c r e ta r y  of S ta te  and L a c i  

w e r e  a t  th e  th i r d  ta b le .  I  had gone to th e  k itch en  one m o m e n t  b e fo re  to  . 

s e e  a  lu sc io u s  f r u i t  p la te  be ing  co n co c ted  by M a ry ,  One of th e  g e n tle m e n  

w e had  d is c o v e re d  d id n 't  e a t  any  m e a t  a t  a l l .  We  got a  chef  who M a ry  

knew and  could  vouch fo r  a s  a  cook of K o sh e r  food. I t  r e a l ly  w as  -

d e l ic io u s .  I  fe e l  s u r e  th e y  cou ldn ’t  gain  any  w eigh t on i t - - s p l i t  p e a  soup, 

b r e a s t  of p h e a s a n t ,  s a f f ro n  r i c e ,  and  f ru i t  fo r  d e s s e r t .

T he  p r i m e  M in is te r  w as  a m ia b le .  The c o n v e r s a t io n  w as heavy  an d  

I  w as  g lad  th a t  L uke  B a t t le  w as  on th e  o th e r  s id e .  • He w as  a  g r e a t  help  - " 

and  A m b a s s a d o r  H a rm o n  w as  a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  g u e s t ,  so know ledgeab le  

and  sm o o th .  A f te r  n ine y e a r s  in  W ashing ton  i t  w as  fo r  us th e  s m a l l e s t  and  

m o s t  in fo rm a l  v is i t  of a  C hief of S tate  we have iever had and  fo r  th a t  r e a s o n  

d is t in c t iv e  and  qu ite  p le a s a n t  too . I a m  s u re  fo r  the  m e n  i t  m u s t  have  b een  

heavy  w o rk  b e c a u s e  of the  p ro b le m s  th e y  face  in  the  M idd le  E a s t - -  p la n e s ,  

r e fu g e e s ,  b o u n d a r ie s .  I t ' s  so  m u c h  e a s i e r  be ing  a  w o m an .

I  a s k e d  th e  P r i m e  M in is te r  to  s ig n  m y  m en u  w h ich  he did in  both 

H e b re w  an d  E n g l ish ,  had  the  to a s t  and  th en  we w ent b ack  in  th e  liv ing  

ro o m  f o r  co ffee . The g u e s ts  w e re  a b so lu te ly  th r i l l in g .  They  had 

b ro u g h t  to  m e  a  c o lle c t io n  of a r t i f a c t s — about s ix - - tw o  of th e m  da ting  

abou t a  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  b e fo re  C h r i s t ,  and  one w as  a  long hook, i t s  s t r a n g e  

p u r p o s e  b e ing  to  s c r a p e  off of o n e 's  a r m  o r  th e  leg s  th e  o in tm en t th a t  had 

b e e n  pu t on. I  a s k e d  w h a t  th e  p u r p o s e  of th e  o in tm en t w a s .  I t  s e e m e d
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to be to m a k e  the sk in  so ft  and sw ee t  sm e ll in g .  I 'm  no t quite  s u re  

w h e th e r  i t  w as  a  su b s t i tu te  fo r  soap  and w a te r ,  a  v e ry  s t r a n g e  c u s to m  i t  

s e e m s ,  but looked a t  down the  long s lope  of h is to ry ,  p e rh a p s  no fu n n ie r  

than  so m e  of the  stuff th a t  we dob on our eyes  and l ip s  and h a i r .  T h e re  

w as  so m e  a t t r a c t iv e  je w e lry .  M aybe M rs .  Echko l to ld  m e ,  bu t i t  s e e m e d  

m o s t  un like ly  f ro m  p o lish ed  p eb b le s  found on the beach . They w e r e  a l l  

sh ad es  of p a le  g r e e n  and blue and I had  thought they  m u s t  be so m e  s o r t  

of s e m i - p r e c io u s  s to n es  and m o s t  de ligh tfu l of a l l  t h e r e  w as Noah in  the  

A rk  fo r  P a t r i c k  L y n d o n - -a  la rg e ,  p ro b a b ly  hand  c a jv e d ,  a r k  w ith  th e  ‘ 

v e ry  d ro l l  Noah who h a s  an  e x p re s s io n  w hich  say s ,  why did I e v e r  g e t  

in to  th is ,  a  lion, t ig e r ,  e lephant, c ro c o d i le  o r  som e such  s tick ing  h i s  h e a d  

out of the  p o r th o le  and o th e r  a n im a ls  two by two a r r a n g e d  a c r o s s  the  d eck  

qu ite  n u m e ro u s  and am using . It w il l  h av e  a  c e n t r a l  p la c e  in  h is  n u r s e r y .

S h o r tly  a f te r  d in n er  I s tood in  f ro n t  of the f i r e p la c e ,  the  f i r e  

w as  now a c h e e ry  m a s s  of co a ls ,  and  in tro d u c e d  J im m y  Sym ington. H e 

p lay ed  a  m ix tu re  of J e w ish  songs and  A m e r ic a n  fo lk  songs fo r  us  and  ju s t  

r i g h t , ,  I thought, in  low key , p e r s o n a l ,  w a r m  s o r t  of e n te r ta in m e n t  th a t  

m a in ta in e d  in t im a te  a tm o sp h e re  th a t  the day had  se t .  And then  ju s t  a  

l i t t l e  p a s t  ten  M rs .  E sh k o l  m a d e  a  g e s tu r e  to take  h e r  h u sb an d  up to 

bed . He i s  quite  e ld e r ly  and i t  w as  a f te r  e lev en  by the  t im e  they  w e r e  

liv ing  on  and so s a t is f ie d  w ith  the f i r s t  day of the v is i t .  I  w en t to m y
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ro o m ,  had a  m a s s a g e ,  and r e a d  m y s e l f  to  s le e p .  I had go tten  th e  

w e a th e r  f o r e c a s t  w hich  w as  fo r  a  b i t t e r  co ld  w ave g r ip p in g  a l l  of C e n tra l  

T e x a s - -  i c e  and  s le e t  and  d a n g e ro u s  w e a th e r ;
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