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MONDAY, JANUARY 8

Monday, J a n u a ry  8 w as  a  s t r a n g e  day. We awoke locked  in  ic e .

T he  r e t a m a  tree -^n  the f ro n t  y a rd  a  fa n ta sy  of c r y s ta l ,  i c ic le s  hanging 

from, the  ro o f  and the h ighw ays s l ic k  and f ro z e n .  R adio  and TV w e re  saying 

e v e ry  few m in u te s  d o n 't  t r a v e l  u n le s s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  w re c k s  p iling  up. 

T h e re  w as  no p o s s ib i l i ty  of going by h e l ic o p te r  o r  p lane , a s  C o lone l C ro s s  

to ld  m e ,  to e i th e r  A u s t in  or San Antonio so w hat would we do? I ca l led  

M rs .  E sh k o l  and M rs .  H a rm o n  and M rs ,  E v ro n  and to ld  th em  we w e re  ju s t '  

going to taJce o v e r  the C e d a r  H ouse  a;nd s e e  m o v ie s  of the  co u n try  I had  

w an ted  to show th em  a t  f i r s t  hand  so down we went, s lipp ing  and slid ing , 

o v e r  the b r i e f  q u a r t e r  m i le  and we saw  the P r e s i d e n t 's  C o u n try  and then  

T r a i l  th ro u g h  T e x a s  and A d v en tu re s  in  L e a rn in g  in A p a lach ia .  They w e r e  ' 

m o s t  a p p re c ia t iv e  and in te r e s t e d  au d ien ce  and m a d e  m e  fe e l  quite  a t  e a s e ,  I 

o r d e r e d  up coffee^and w e h a d  so m e  p o p co rn  and I to ld  th em  we c a l le d  i t  the  

Jo h n so n  b ijou  and the s ta ff  and o c c a s io n a l  g u e s ts  often s e t t le d  down fo r  a  

m o v ie  like  th is .

S o m etim e  in  the m o rn in g  Bob M c N a m a ra  and G e n e ra l  W heele r  and 

an  I s r a e l i  G e n e ra l  flew  in  w ith  ic e  on the w indsh ie ld  of th e i r  h e l ic o p te r .  

A bout tw elve  th i r ty  we w en t back  to the  m a in  h o u se  to have  lunch. The m e n  

w e r e  in  s e s s io n  and w e re  h a r d  to budge. It w as  schedu led  to be an in fo rm a l  

buffet, bu t i t  w as  n e a r ly  two o 'c lo c k  b e fo re  we s a t  down. We h ad  a  quite
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d e l ic io u s  r a c k  of la m b , and a v a r ie ty  of v e g e ta b le s .  T h is  t im e  I a s k e d  

th e  P r i m e  M in is te r  to s i t  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t  and inv ited  A m b a s s a d o r  H a rm o n  

to  s i t  by  m e .  O th e rw ise ,  no p ro to c o l .  I  thought I f e l t  a  c e r t a in  t e n s e n e s s , '  

a  s t i f fn e ss  in  th e  a i r  a s  though th e  m e e t in g s  of th e  m o rn in g  h a d n 't  gone 

w e l l  and  a s  soon a s  lunch  w as  o v e r ,  th e  m e n  g ra v i ta te d  r ig h t  b ack  in to  a 

m e e t in g  an d  I  took  M r s .  E shko l and  M rs . ,  H a rm o n  and  M r s .  E v ro n  in to  

th e  yellow  s i t t in g  ro o m . M r s .  H a rm o n  showed m e  a  p i c tu r e  of h e r  d a u g h te r ,  

about tw en ty ,  doing h e r  c o m p u lso ry  m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e ,  an  a t t r a c t iv e  g i r l  

d r e s s e d  in  s o r t  o f  d ra b  o v e r a l l s  w ith  a r i f le  o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e r .  How 

s t r a n g e  to  u s !  I  a s k e d  h e r  w hat d id  she  r e a l ly  do? She s a id  m o s t  of the  

g i r l s  d id  c l e r i c a l  and  o ffice  w o rk  fo r  th e  m i l i t a r y  o r  w en t in to  th e  v i l la g e s  

and  tau g h t .  T h e re  w as  a  heavy p e r c e n ta g e  of i l l i t e r a c y .  So m a n y  of t h e s e  

J e w s  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  f r o m  p o v e r ty  s t r i c k e n  c o u n tr ie s  of A s ia ,  she  

m e n t io n e d  Y em en , T h e  hope of I s r a e l  w as  in  th e  c h i ld re n  and th e s e  th ey  

m u s t  te a c h  an d  soon. So a c tu a l ly  in s te a d  of c o m p u lso ry  m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  

f o r  th e  g i r l s  i t  w a s  s o r t  of a  P e a c e  C o rp s  a t  h o m e - -  n u rs in g ,  s o c ia l  w o rk ,  

te a c h in g .  T h e re  w as  s o r t  of a  ra c in g  fee l in g  of s e l f  confidence  in  th e m  I  

though t,  a lm o s t  a  c o c k in e s s ,  a n  e x c i te m e n t ,  a  sp u rg e  to  ge t on w ith  life .

O nce I  a s k e d  th e m  how big  w as  I s r a e l - -  th a t  i s  in  s q u a re  m i l e s - -  an d  th e y  u se d  

so m e  p h r a s e  abou t b e fo re  l a s t  Ju n e  w ith  an  obvious r e l i s h .  M r s ,  E sh k o l 

to ld  m e  th e  s to r y  of h e r  m a r r i a g e .  She had known th e  P r i m e  M in i s t e r 's  

seco n d  w ife , th e  w hole fa m ily  w e l l .  T hen  a f t e r  h is  seco n d  w ife  d ied , his 

d a u g h te r s - - o n e  o r  two of w hom  w e r e  o ld e r  th a n  s h e - - h a d  k ep t b r in g in g  h e r
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in to  fa m ily  v is i t s  and  had f in a lly  p r a c t i c a l ly  e n g in e e re d 'th e  m a r r i a g e .  

T h e i r s ,  in  fa c t ,  had  ta k e n  p la c e  w ith  a s  l i t t le  no tice  a s  o u r  own.

I t  w as  n e a r ly  fou r  w hen th e  m e n  r o s e  and  b egan  to  m a k e  a  m o v e  to  

le a v e  w ith  th e  sky  s t i l l  g ra y  and lo w erin g  and th e  ro a d s  ic y ,  Lyndon had 

o r d e r e d  up th e  b ig  b la c k  l im o u s in e .  They w e re  to  d r iv e  in to  A u s tin  to  

B e r g s t r o m  th e n  fly  to  New Y o rk . I fe l t  a  d is t in c t  l igh ten ing  in  th e  a i r ,  i '.' 

a lm o s t  a  jo v ia l i ty .  T h is  m e e t in g  m u s t  have gone w e ll .  Lyndon se e m e d  

r e la x e d  and  in  good s p i r i t s .  We s a id  goodbye to  a l l  th e  I s r a e l i  p a r ty .  

G e n e r a l  Geva had  b een  an e s p e c ia l ly  a t t r a c t iv e  g u e s t  I though t w ith  th e  

u s u a l  exchange about you m u s t  co m e  to  I s r a e l  s o m e t im e  an d  th e n  Lyndon 

and  D ean  R u sk  and  Bob M c N a m a ra  and a  few m o r e  of th e  A m e r ic a n s  had a  

l i t t l e  f u r th e r  s e s s io n  in  th e  liv ing  ro o m  and I w en t b ack  to  m y  b e d ro o m  

and  abandoned  m y s e l f  to  th e  co m p le te  lu x u ry  of s e e in g  Gun Sm oke. Lyndon 

to o k  a  nap . T h e  o th e r  g u e s ts ,  to o ,  had le f t  and th a t  n igh t fee ling  l ik e  a  

r u n  down r e c o r d  w e had a  qu ie t d in n e r  w ith  ju s t  th e  s ta f f .  W ith so m e  of 

t h e m  I  saw  a  s t r a n g e ,  re v o l t in g ,  th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  m o v ie  c a l le d  In c id en t  

abou t c r i m e  in  th e  s t r e e t s ,  d e te rm in e d  a t  th e  beginning  th a t  I w ould  w r i te  

V a len ti  and  t e l l  h im  th a t  su c h  m o v ie s  ought to  be  banned , b u t  r e v e r s in g  

m y s e l f  b e fo re  i t  w as  o v e r  w hen  one d ecen t  young m a n  s tood  up to  th e  

a g g r e s s o r s .

T h en  I d id  m y  e x e r c i s e s  and  w en t to  bed . It had c e r ta in ly  b e e n  th e  

m o s t  u nusua l m e e t in g  of a  Chief of S ta te ,  a n  e a s y  one a c tu a l ly  f o r  m y  p a r t ,  

an d  one I w il l  r e m e m b e r .
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