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THUR SDAY, J ANUAR Y1l

e lbegan to wake up and get to work, It is lik'e being in- the‘land'of'

the lotus-eaters ‘her‘e. I shook.myself loos:eand rose from the coueh of

o sloth. , Lyndon was gomg 1nto h1s off1ce in Austln to meet Lawson Knott of

B [GSA, and Gowd of AID and Ramsey Clark from Washmgton.‘ The weather: o

- was st111 bltter cold and gray but we could go by hehcopter. Luci an'd Lyn" |

accompanled us-- poor lamb not very well bundled up. He pulls off hls :

- cap the m1nute you put 1t on h1m and we flew mto Bergstrom. Lyndon _

suggested that I take Lawson Knott w1th me. I was headed to see the L1brary

site, a great idea. 1 want very much for h1m to feel a part of 1t all along as

it progresses. ' So Lawson and I drove 1n, st0pped by the Perry—Brooks :

‘ _bulldlng and plcked up Max, We arrlved at the LBJ Library site‘close to

12:30 on the b1tterest cold day--never looked Worse, gray and dreary and a

huge muddy hole in the grounds. All of the build_ing_s have been .cleared_ off E

12

of it now except the old KA house and a half" skeleton of one apartment house

' also showed 51gns of havmg been worked on by tree surgeons. Max sa1d

_and:the trees I notieed with gr'eatvdelight Weren proteoted ,With fenclng. They i

yes, the Un1vers1ty had made a contract with Mr. Caldwell he thought to do

every one on the szte. Later we came up on two men 1n a tree saw1ng away.

They told me they used to work with Mz, Irb out at the ranch We met a fine .

‘ look1ng man in a hard hat who was a. representatwe of the arch1tects and of
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Thursday, 'Janué,ry 11 (Continued)

th; U'niversity bf;.‘the jk_)b and .th;:n another,‘ Mr..' Malloy, 1 b‘é']_‘j;ev;e:h'.isé -
name was, whobwas foremap for the copstrucfion com‘plany who héd the ‘
contract. | | '

: We waik.éa around anc.l.'tried to bget the' siteylleve.l whéfé thé podluxn

will be of the library itself, outlined with the little steel posts, the long

Shapé of the buiiding‘that houses the School of Public Service, the Univef'sity"s

archives, their ééllection ofvTexana and tﬁeir Latin Ameriéaﬁ'Collection.
a.nti at the far south end of ;t a group of treés t'hat we ha.d personally saved
wﬁén Mary Laél?er and I’ had \x;'alked over the ;1te in May. . The e.ntrance‘ hé,d
been replanned? 'che steps chapged to let the trees stand. Ifelt qqite. e
possessix}e aboﬁf them aﬁd then we Wéht to the old KA‘.'hougeb a.n‘d. oﬁ the
south sidé of ii: there is a riékety fire »esk,ca'pe,. sort4 of a staiijsteps that

mount clear to the véry‘ roof of the building and it is on the highest hill v.

. around, a superb view of the Capitol, and the main building'and the mall )

and a gvood' Ialrt of the fourteen acres that make up this site. Lawson was
vefy interested and knew a lot about the li‘bra'ry, more about éqme of the o

acquisitions‘ fhah I did, including a recént gift of 2 nine 'page' handwritten

'ma.nuscnpt by Mrs. Sam J’ohnson cormnentmg on a book about Lyndon s

11fe. It turned out to be Booth Mooney s book How remarkable that he

.'a‘sked’her to write it and she wrote in that detail and that he should have L

“saved it, We took Max back to his office and Lawson and I went to the

Federal Office Building and up to Lyndon's handsome suii:e. Ramsey' wa.s
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Thursday, January 1l (Continued) .

stili_in the office with Lyndon and Mr. Gowd waiting.. It was close to.

2-30 by the time they had gotten up so I sent the men in some cokes and

: snacks and lunched myself on the k1tchen table, planned the hangmg of

.some p1ctures, and then left takmg Kevm Smlth the photographer and the |

movie man w1th me. We returned to the lerary site and I mtroduced

them to the Foreman, I described everything I h0ped they would take 'pictureé o

of, I hobe to do this ,two or three times in the course of the building and

it will never look worse, ‘and then went on to the bea'ut-y parlor;

) .' ‘Lyndon was waiting for me before I finished and I left in great

 haste to join" him back at the Federal'Building. ‘We‘called Paul and Dolly

Bolton to see if they‘couid drive‘out and have dinner with us. W1th Luc1

and Lyn we flew back in the gray day to the ranch Thls is the longest

penod of gray weather I ever remember here at the ranch, We dot back

" with a 11tt1e daylight left close to six and Lyndon and Pat and Jesse and I e 2

- got ,1vn the carﬂand drove through the Mart1ns .unt11 the last wintry light-of

suns:et Vvas gone.v We always loathe to go home to see the day end We
st0pped and p1cked up Lela Mart1n and took her home to have dmner w1th us -

and there were Dolly and Paul and a br1ght roarmg flre.' That is one of the '

‘ pleasures of this long gray penod My‘ Daddy used to say 1t is the nght

t1me to sit around the fire and tell tales., "1 had wanted to make a forward
step in the library and the obvious one was to talk to Paul about what he

was 'doing’ with the audio—t_apes. - He had an indoctrination and his tape |
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' Thursd»ay',f ;January 11 (Continued)

recording machine and his list of people and was momentarily hung up

waiting for a rhling_ from the Attorney General as to w‘hether the tapes

'would aci:ually belong to the .Univers’ity if the University is paying for them
’ or to the lerary, added more people to the 11st Doliy and I ha;d'a, happyb

| tlme talkmg about ﬂowers and b1rd-wa.tchmg and the weddmg and everybody we B

knew, We ha.d a good dmner, they left early a.nd we were in bed by

ten o'clock,




