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I,b e g a n  to  w ake up and  ge t to  w o rk . I t  is  lik e  be in g  in  th e  land  of 

th e  lo tu s - e a te r s  h e re .  I shook m y s e lf  lo o se  and  ro s e  f ro m  th e  couch  of 

s lo th . Lyndon w as going in to  his o ffice  in  A u s tin  to  m e e t  L aw son  K nott of 

GSA, an d  Gowd of AID and R a m se y  C la rk  f ro m  W ash ing ton , T h e  w e a th e r  

w as s t i l l  b i t t e r  co ld  and  g ra y  bu t w e cou ld  go by h e lic o p te r . L u c i and  Lyn 

a cc o m p a n ied  u s - -  p o o r lam b , not v e ry  w e ll bund led  up. He p u lls  off h is  

cap  th e  m in u te  you p u t i t  on h im  and  w e flew  in to  B e rg s tro m . Lyndon 

su g g e s te d  th a t  I ta k e  L aw so n  K nott w ith  m e ,, I w as  h ead ed  to  s e e  th e  L ib r a r y  

s i te ,  a  g r e a t  id e a , I  w an t v e ry  m u ch  fo r  h im  to  fe e l  a  p a r t  of i t  a l l  a long  a s  

i t  p r o g r e s s e s .  So L aw so n  and  I d ro v e  in , s to p p ed  by th e  P e r r y - B r b o k s  

b u ild in g  and  p ic k e d  up M ax. We a r r iv e d  a t th e  L B J L ib ra ry  s i te  c lo se  to  

12:30 on th e  b i t t e r e s t  co ld  d a y - -n e v e r  looked  w o rse , g ra y  and  d r e a r y  and  a 

huge m uddy ho le  in  th e  g ro u n d s . A ll of th e  b u ild in g s  have b een  c le a r e d  off 

of i t  now ex cep t th e  o ld  KA house and  a  h a lf  sk e le to n  of one a p a r tm e n t  h o u se  

a n d  th e  t r e e s  I  n o tic e d  w ith  g re a t  d e lig h t w e re  p ro te c te d  w ith  fen c in g . T h ey  

a ls o  show ed s ig n s  o f having  b een  w o rk ed  on by t r e e  s u rg e o n s . M ax s a id  

y e s , th e  U n iv e rs ity  had m ad e  a  c o n tra c t  w ith  M r. C ald w ell he th o u g h t to  do 

e v e ry  one on th e  s i te .  L a te r  w e cam e  up on tw o m e n  in  a  t r e e  saw ing  aw ay . 

T hey  to ld  m e  th e y  u sed  to  w o rk  w ith  M r. I r b  ou t a t  th e  ra n c h . W e m e t  a  f in e  

looking  m a n  in  a  h a rd  h a t who w as a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  a r c h i te c ts  a n d  of
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th e  U n iv e rs ity  on th e  jo b  and th e n  a n o th e r , M r.. M alloy , I b e lie v e  h is  

nam e w a s , who w as fo re m a n  fo r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  com pany  who had th e  

c o n tra c t .

We w alk ed  a ro u n d  and  t r i e d  to  ge t th e  s ite  le v e l w h e re  th e  pod ium  

w ill  b e  o f th e  l ib r a r y  i t s e l f ,  o u tlin ed  w ith  th e  l i t t le  s te e l  p o s ts ,  th e  long 

sh ap e  of th e  b u ild in g  th a t  h o u ses  th e  School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e , th e  U n iv e rs i ty ’s 

a r c h iv e s ,  th e i r  c o lle c tio n  of T ex an a  and  th e i r  L a tin  A m e r ic a n  co lle c tio n  

and  a t  th e  f a r  sou th  end of i t  a  group of t r e e s  th a t  w e had p e r s o n a l ly  sav ed  

w hen M a ry  L a s k e r  and  I had w alk ed  o v e r  th e  s ite  in  M ay, T he e n tra n c e  had 

b een  re p la n n e d , th e  s te p s  changed  to  le t  th e  t r e e s  s tan d . I  fe l t  q u ite  

p o s s e s s iv e  ab o u t th e m  an d  th e n  w e w ent to  th e  old KA ho u se  and on th e  

so u th  s id e  of i t  th e r e  i s  a  r ic k e ty  f i r e  e sc a p e , s o r t  of a  s ta i r s te p s  th a t  

m o u n t c le a r  to  th e  v e ry  ro o f of th e  bu ild ing  and  i t  is  on th e  h ig h es t h ill  

a ro u n d , a  s u p e rb  view  of th e  C ap ito l, and  th e  m a in  bu ild ing  and th e  m a ll  

and  a  good p a r t  of th e  fo u r te e n  a c r e s  th a t  m ak e  up th is  s i te .  L aw son  w as 

v e ry  in te r e s te d  and  knew  a lo t abou t th e  l ib r a r y ,  m o re  ab o u t so m e of th e  

a c q u is itio n s  th a n  I d id , in c lu d in g  a  r e c e n t  g ift of a  n ine p ag e  h an d w ritten  

m a n u s c r ip t  b y  M rs .  S am  Jo h n so n  co inm en ting  on a  book abou t L y n d o n 's  

l ife . I t  tu rn e d  ou t to  be  Booth M ooney 's  book. How re m a rk a b le  th a t  he 

a sk e d  h e r  to  w r i te  i t  and  she w ro te  in  th a t  d e ta il  and th a t  he should  have 

sa v ed  i t .  We took  M ax b ack  to  h is  o ffice  and  L aw son  and  I w ent to  th e  

F e d e r a l  O ffice  B u ild ing  and  up to  L y n d o n 's  handsom e s u ite , R a m se y  w as
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s t i l l  in  th e  o ffice  with. Lyndon and M r. Gowd w aitin g . It w as  c lo se  to  

2:30 by th e  t im e  th e y  had go tten  up so  I se n t th e  m en  in  so m e  cokes and  

sn ac k s  an d  lu nched  m y se lf  on th e  k itch en  ta b le ,  p lan n ed  th e  hanging of 

so m e  p ic tu r e s ,  and  th en  le f t  tak in g  K ev in  S m ith , th e  p h o to g ra p h e r  and  th e  

m o v ie  m a n  w ith  m e . We re tu rn e d  to  th e  L ib r a r y  s i te  and  I  in tro d u ce d  

th e m  to  th e  F o re m a n , I d e s c r ib e d  ev e ry th in g  I hoped th e y  w ould ta k e  p ic tu re s  

of, I  hope to  do th is  tw o o r  th r e e  t im e s  in  th e  c o u rs e  of th e  bu ild ing  and  

i t  w ill n e v e r  look  w o rs e ,  and  th en  w ent on to  th e  b eau ty  p a r lo r ,

Lyndon w as w aitin g  fo r  m e  b e fo re  I  f in ish e d  and  I le f t  in  g r e a t  

h a s te  to  jo in  h im  b ack  a t  th e  F e d e ra l  B u ild ing . W e c a lle d  P a u l and D olly 

B o lton  to  s e e  if  th e y  could  d r iv e  out and  have d in n e r  w ith  u s . W ith L u c i 

an d  L yn w e flew  b ack  in  th e  g ra y  day  to  th e  ra n c h . T h is  i s  th e  lo n g e s t 

p e r io d  o f g ra y  w e a th e r  I  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  h e re  a t  th e  ra n c h . We got b ack  

w ith  a  l i t t l e  d ay lig h t le f t  c lo se  to  s ix  and  Lyndon and  P a t  an d  J e s s e  and  I 

g o t in  th e  c a r  and  d ro v e  th ro u g h  th e  M a rtin s  u n til th e  l a s t  w in try  lig h t of 

s u n se t  w as gone . We a lw ay s lo a th e  to  go hom e to  s e e  th e  day  end. We 

s to p p ed  an d  p ic k e d  up L e la  M a rtin  and  took  h e r  hom e to  have d in n e r  w ith  us 

an d  th e r e  w e re  D olly  an d  P a u l  and  a  b r ig h t ro a r in g  f i r e .  T h a t i s  one of th e  

p le a s u r e s  of th is  long g ra y  p e r io d . M y D addy u sed  to  sa y  i t  i s  th e  r ig h t 

t im e  to  s i t  a ro u n d  th e  f i r e  and  te l l  t a l e s ,  I  had w an ted  to  m ak e  a  fo rw a rd  

s tep  in  th e  l ib r a r y  and  th e  obvious one w as to  ta lk  to  P a u l  abou t w hat he 

w as  doing w ith  th e  a u d io - ta p e s . H e had  an  in d o c tr in a tio n  and  h is  ta p e
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re c o rd in g  m a c h in e  and h is l i s t  of p eo p le  and  w as m o m e n ta r ily  hung up 

w a itin g  fo r  a  ru lin g  f ro m  th e  A tto rn e y  G en e ra l a s  to  w h e th e r  th e  ta p e s  

w ould  a c tu a lly  b e lo n g  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  if  th e  U n iv e rs ity  i s  pay in g  f o r  th e m  

o r  to  th e  L ib r a r y ,  ad d ed  m o re  p eo p le  to  th e  l i s t .  D olly  and  I had  a  happy 

t im e  ta lk in g  ab o u t f lo w e rs  and  b ird -w a tc h in g  and  th e  w edding and  ev ery b o d y  w e 

- knew . We had  a  good d in n e r , th e y  le f t  e a r ly  and  we w e re  in  bed  by  •

te n  o 'c lo c k .
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