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W EDNESDAY. JANUARY 17

■Wednesday, J a n u a ry  17 - -  the  day of th e  S ta te  of th e  U nion and 

a lw ays one of such  te n se n e ss  fo r  m e , qu ite  ou t of p ro p o r tio n  to any 

r e s p o n s ib il i ty  th a t I h av e  fo r  i t .  Lyndon sp e n t m u ch  of the m o rn in g  

read in g , the  su p p o sed  to be f in a l d r a f t - - !  th ink  i t  w as the  e le v e n th - - th e  

S ta te  of the  Union. L iz  w as on hand . H e to ld  m e  to g e t h e r  and I th ink  

she  h e lp ed  h im  so m e . It w as qu ite  a  l i t t le  w h ile  w hen I d id  n o t s e e  h im

'
and  I th in k  h e  w as in  th e  th e a te r .  Lyndon h ad  a sk ed  G eo rg e  to  d r a f t  h im  

a  s ta te m e n t b a se d  on w h a t he  h ad  sa id  to h im  announcing  th a t h e  w ould  no t 

ru n . I b e lie v e  i t  w as a ro u n d  noon w h e n ;h e  b ro u g h t i t  in , h is  fa c e  calm., ,

l' u n rev ea lin g , a s  i t  a lw ays is .  I t  w as a good s ta te m e n t, w e ll s a id . M y own, .

w hich  Lyndon h ad  a sk e d  m e  to  p ro d u ce , w as fee b le  and  if  th e re  w as anyth ing
(liytXA

w e e v e r  ought to s a y - -w o rd s  th a t h av e  w ings and f i r e - - t h i s  is  i t .  I  k eep  the  

s ta te m e n t I h ad  w r i t te n  in  A ugust of '64 w hen Lyndon w as  fac ing  going to 

A tlan tic  C ity  and d id  no t w an t to go, in  the r ig h t-h a n d  d ra w e r  of m y  d e sk  

in  m y  b ed ro o m . I b ro u g h t i t  out and  we r e r e a d  w h a t I h ad  sa id  then  and  

G eo rg e  r e a d  i t .  I t  sounded b e tte r  now, Lyndon p u t G e o rg e 's  s ta te m e n t 

in  h is  in s id e  p o ck e t. I t  w as  no t to be in c lu d ed  in  the te x t  of the  S ta te  of th e  

U nion. If h e  m ad e  i t  i t  w ould com e a t  the end ̂ beg inn ing  w ith  a  lin e  so m eth in g

lik e  th is , "an d  now I w ant to sp eak  to you abou t a  p e r s o n a l  m a t te r .  " H e 

looks f ro m  one to an o th e r  of th o se  c lo se  to h im  fo r  an  a n s w e r - - fo r  so m e 

w isd o m --b e y o n d  anyth ing  he  can  h av e . T h e re  i s n 't  any . T h e re  i s  nobody 

b u t h im .



A t lunch  tim e  I had  lunch on a  t r a y  and then  th e r e  w as a  happy  

b re a k . B ro o k e  A s to r  and  Lairfreoace R o c k e fe lle r  had  flow n down fro m  

New Y o rk  fo r  the  b e a u tif ic a tio n  m ee tin g  and  I d ro v e  w ith  th em  and 

H e n ry  D iam ond  and S haron  out to B uchanan  School. We h ad  p lan n ed  

i t  j u s t  the  a f te rn o o n  b e fo re  and  th is  m o rn in g  I had to ld  L iz  to be s u re  

and  cue in  the p r in c ip a l  of the  schoo l and so m e of the c h ild re n  if  th ey  

w an ted  to and the  p r e s s .  We a r r iv e d  about 1:15. B ro o k e  and I h ad  pu t 

, on b o o ts . T h e re  w as M rs . W hite, the P r in c ip a l ,  the  c o n s tru c tio n  ch ief, 

an  o rd e r ly  bu t ex c ite d  g ro u p  of y o u n g s te r s - - f if th  and  s ix  g r a d e r s ,  I th ink  

theiy w e re , who h a d  p a in te d  th e  p a n e ls  th a t su rro u n d  the  c o n s tru c t io n - -
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p r im it iv e  funny th ings of a  c h ild ’s in te rp re ta t io n  of w h a t 's  tak ing  p la c e  

there."^  W e w alk ed  a l l  o v er — B ro o k e  and L a 1 # r^ c e  and M rs . W hite  and 

th e  c o n s tru c tio n  ch ie f  and  I. A c tu a lly  a t th is  m id p o in t i t  i s  m o s tly  a 

g r e a t  gap |)ing m udhole  bu t you can  se e  i t  tak ing  sh ap e  and  i t  is  ex c itin g . 

T h e re  is  a  b a sk e tb a ll  c o u r t, the  s e a ts  o r  b le a c h e rs  r is in g  on each

s id e , and  s p ra y  equ ipm en t so th a t in  the s u m m e rtim e  l i t t le  c h i ld re n  can  

ro m p  in  th e  coo ling  s p ra y  and i t  w ill be a  good se ttin g  fo r  a l l  s o r t s  of 

d u a l p u rp o se  th ings lik e  fo lk  sing ing  and p lay s  and  c o n c e r ts  o r  miaybe 

a  d an ce . T hen  th e re  w as an  ig loo , one of B ro o k e 's  s p e c ia l  e n th u s ia sm s  

lik e  sh e  h a s  in  C a r te r^ I  th ink^or Ja co b  R iis .  T hey h a d  even h a u le d  in  a 

t r e e - - a b o u t  a  th ir ty  foo t r e d  oak  I w ould th in k --a n d  th e  c h ie f  of c o n s tru c tio n  

d e s c r ib e d  to us  w h e re  the t r e e s  w ould be and w hat the  f in ish e d  p ro d u c t w ould  

look  lik e . A t th is  p o in t B ro o k e  in te r s p e r s e d  and sa id  w e ju s t  m u s t  h av e
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f lo w e r s - - r a i s e d  flo w er b ed s . Why no t h e re  and she p o in ted  th em  ou t on 

■ 2 / ^ ' 'the  p la n s , sa id ,. " I  know you love f lo w e rs  and I w an t us to h av e  f lo w e rs . " 

W e w e re  a l l  ta lk in g  a t  once^getting ex c ited . I t  w as r e a l ly  a  d e lic io u s  h a lf  .• 

C h o u r . T he long r e g u la r  ty ^e  effegj;,housing the r e s t r o o m s  can  a lso  be

u sed  fo r  d re s s in g  ro o m s  i f  they  do h av e  p la y s . A c o n c e ss io n  fo r  light, 

r e f r e s h m e n ts  and the  o ffice  of any r e c re a t io n  d ire c to r  s tr e tc h e d  a c r o s s  

one end. The w hole e ffe c t is  to be a  com b in atio n  sch o o l-p lay g ro u n d  

d u ring  sch o o l h o u rs  and a  com m unity  c e n te r 'a f te r  sch o o l h o u rs  and  in
......................  ^

the  su m m e r tim e . T hen w e w en t o v er by th e  fen ce  and m e t  a lo t of th e

?■

c h ild re n  and  looked  a t  the p a n e ls  b u t th is  w as the p a r t  of i t  th a t go t s h o r t-  

changed  and  th is  w as the b e s t  part^  ^  we w e re  to te l l  th e  s to ry  to  the 

c ity  th ro u g h  p ic tu re s ,  TV, U:his is  a  good c o n s tru c tiv e  ad d itio n  of the 

sch o o ls  in to  th e  r e c r e a t io n  life  of W ashington. C y n th ia  and  S h a ro n  w e re  

te llin g  m e  i t 's  two o 'c lo c k  and w e 'v e  got to go. A ll the C o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  

w ill be th e re .  So b ack  we w en t to the  W hite H ouse and u p s ta ir s  to tak e  off 

bo o ts  and then  down once m o re  to th e  R ed R oom  fo r  the f i r s t  m e e tin g  of 

'68 , beg inn ing  o u r fo u rth  and w ould i t  be our l a s t  y e a r  of the  B e a u tif ic a tio n  

C o m m itte e .

We h ad  a  good a tten d an ce . B e s id e s  B ro o k e  and L a w ren ce , w e re  

Stu and L o w ell B rid w e ll, Kay G rah am , R udy K aufm an of the  S ta r , R ic h a rd  

H o lla n d e r  of the  N ew s, L ibby  and N at M rs . R om ig of the G a rd e n

C lub, L ibby  and  A dam  Rafiaasaaaajtcskiyof A PI, B ill S ch m id t of the  GSA, P o lly ,
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■ W alter--a lo t of o u r o b s e rv e r s ,  D ian a  and John  W alker and C h a r le y  

H orsk,(Sy--of c o u rs e  H en ry  D iam ond and N ash  C a s tro . B ill  W alton  c a m e  .. 

in  la te  f ro m  h is  C o m m is s io n 's  m on th ly  m e e tin g . And w e m is s e d  m o s t  of , • 

a ll ,  M ary . W h a tev e r the  da te , i t  se e m s  to m e  to be the  beginning  of the 

new  y e a r  w hen  w e r e tu r n  to W ashing ton , e s p e c ia lly  w hen the  S ta te  of the 

U nion ta k e s  p la c e . So I g re e te d  th em  w ith  a H appy New Y ea r everybody  

and the  su g g es tio n  th a t now in  J a n u a ry  w as a  tim e  to look back  on w hat 

w e h ad  done l a s t  y e a r - - f o r  th e  l a s t  th re e  y e a r s  in  f a c t- - a n d  f o w a r d ~ ^

- w hat w e ought to  do w ith  th is  y e a r  b e fo re  u s . F o r  th a t  re a so n , I w ould 

lik e  fo r  ev ery b o d y  to sp eak  th e ir  p ie c e . W hat do they  th ink  ought to b e  

o u r a im ?  W h ere  shou ld  we p u t o u r e n e r g ie s - -o u r  u se fu ln e ss  if  a n y --  

and  o u r m o n ey ?  Then I to ld  th em  th e  happy  new s th a t  M rs . P o s t ,  s in ce  

th e  l a s t  m e e tin g , h ad  s e n t us a  ch eck  fo r $10, 000 to be  u sed  fo r  s t r e e t  

t r e e s .  T hen  I re m in d e d  th em  th a t i t  w as only a  y e a r  ago th a t S tephen 

C u r r ie r  h ad  been  w ith  us, h ad  s ta r te d  L a r r y  H alp in  on a  s e r ie s  of 

su g g es tio n s  of w hat w ould lif t  the  fa c e  of W ashington . One of the  

su g g e s tio n s  h ad  been  a b ig  a m u se m e n t p a rk  by the w a te r  in  A n a co s tia .

S in ce  th en  a  C o m m itte e --U d a ll ,  M ay o r W ashington , and  L a r r y - - h a d  

w o rk e d  fu r th e r  on how  to  im p le m e n t th a t. I  a sk ed  S tu to r e p o r t .  The 

r e p o r t  w as fu ll  of the  o p p o rtu n itie s , p o te n tia ls , bu t nothing r e a l ly  

c o n c lu s iv e . B ut w hen w e go t on t r e e s  w e go t m o re  s te a m  up. Som ebody 

C /  m a d e  the  sujggestion, " l e t 's  h av e  a  t r e e  c o m m itte e  and m ak e  L ibby Rowe

c h a irm a n  of i t .  " W e ta lk e d  of try in g  to u se  A rb o r  D ay a s  a  v e h ic le  to g e t
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m o re  in te r e s t  and  m o re  c o n tr ib u tio n s  s p re a d  o v er a  w id e r  b a se ^ y S o m e

c

c

p eo p le  -who m ig h t c o n tr ib u te  f iv e  d o lla rs  r a th e r  than  fiv e  th o u s a n d ^  A.I1

■
of th e se  W ash ing ton  c it iz e n s  who love th e se  t r e e  sh ad ed  s tre e ts ,c a m .e  

o u t loud  and  s tro n g  fo r  one m o re  t r a s h  p ickup  a w eek , if  ev e r  the budget 

cou ld  a f fo rd  i t  and fo r  m o re  t r a s h  c o n ta in e rs , although I f e l t  c r u e l  eyen 

-m e n tio n in g  i t  w hen I lo o k e d  a t  W a lte r  b e c a u se  he. looked p ra c t ic a l ly  p a le .

W e ta lk ed  abou t o u r w o rk  w ith  the sch o o ls . I had  g iv en  a  b r ie f  and 

e n th u s ia s tic  su m m a ry  of our v is i t  to B uchanan  and the  hope th a t in  M ay 

w e could  h av e  a  r e a l  d ed ica tio n  c e le b ra tio n  th e re .  B u t the  u rg e n t n eed  

-w as to  g e t a  c lo s e r  w o rk in g  r e la t io n  w ith  th e  new h e a d  of the  W ash in g to n  

School S y stem  to cue h im  in  on ev e ry th in g  th a t we w e re  doing. I a sk ed  

P o lly  to  h av e  so m e p re l im in a ry  m e e tin g s  w ith  M r. M an n in ^o r, w h o ev er 

e ls e  she  though t m ig h t be h e lp fu l, and then  p o ss ib ly  I could  g e t to g e th e r  

w ith  them, h e r e  a t  th e  W hite H ouse on any p la n s  th a t m ig h t f u r th e r  our 

u se fu ln e s s  w ith  the  sch o o ls . We ta lk ed  fo r about two h o u rs  w h ile  the 

b u t le r s  p a s s e d  the  co ffee  and co o k ie s . I t  w as  a  r a th e r  good m e e tin g .

T hen  b a c k  u p s ta i r s  I  w o rk ed  w ith  A shton , r e s te d ,  re v iew ed  ton igh t, 

ta lk e d  w ith  L ynda. I knew  th a t Lyndon w as m ee tin g  the  D e m o c ra tic  L e a d e rs  

and  the  R ep u b lican  L e a d e rs  by tu rn , p ro b ab ly  in  the. F is h  R oom . I se ld o m  

in te r r u p t  m e e tin g s  lik e  th a t, bu t I h ad  th is  m em o in  m y  k eep in g  and I 

h e ld  i t  lik e  a  co a l of f i r e - - t h e  s ta te m e n t f ro m  G eorge  C h r is t ia n  say ing  

h e  w as n o t going to ru n  ag a in  and I w an ted  to  g e t i t  b ac k  in  h is  p o ck e t 

so  I took i t  o v e r . I th ink  i t  w as abou t s ix  th ir ty .  H e w as ru sh e d , s tand ing



in  the door b e tw een  the  big ov a l o ffice  and  h is  l i t t le  one and  sa id ,

"w e ll w h a t do you th ink? W hat s h a ll  I d o "?  I looked a t  h im  w ith  th a t 

h o p e le s s  fe e lin g  and sa id , "L u c i h o p es  you w o n 't ru n . She w an ts  you 

fo r  h e r s e l f  and  fo r  Lyn and  a l l  of u s  being  to g e th e r . She do es  not w an t 

to  g ive  you up. L ynda ho p es  you w ill  ru n . T h is she h ad  to ld  m e  th is  

a f te rn o o n  w ith  a s o r t  of t e r r ib le  e a rn e s tn e s s  b e c a u se  h e r  husband  is  

going to  w ar and she  th inks th e re  w ill be m o re  ch an ce  of getting  h im  

b a ck  a liv e  and  e v e ry th in g  s e ttle d  if  you a r e  P re s id e n t .  M e - - I  d o n 't  

know . I h av e  sa id  i t  a l l  b e fo re . I  c a n 't  te l l  you w hat to do. " It w as
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h a rd ly  a  c o n v e rsa tio n ; I t  w as ju s t  a  few p h ra s e s  w ith  th e  se n se  a lw ay s  . .. 

th a t  the  F is h  R oom  w as fu ll of im p o rta n t C o n g re ss io n a l L e a d e rs  w aitin g  

fo r  h im  and th a t the  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  and A s s is ta n ts  ju s t ,  I hope, ou t of 

e a r s h o t  th ro u g h  th e  d o o r, I h a v e  sa id  i t  so o f te n - - i t  w as no t th e  wilV 

n o r  the  se ttin g  to  say  i t  aga in . "O ne, e i th e r  you m ak e  a  co n sc io u s  

d e c is io n  to ru n  in  th e  saime s ta te  of m in d  of a  m a n  who is  becom ing  a  

M onk o r so m e s u c h - - ju s t  giving up y o u r life  say ing  h e r e  i t  i ^  I w ill 

tak e  w h a te v e r  h ap p en s .— I w ill t ry  to do som e pacing  and  have som e 

h u m o r fo r  the  nex t five  y e a r s .  O r two, s im p ly  m ak e  th e  an n o u n cem en t 

a t  a  t im e  and  in  w o rd s  only you can  ch oose  b u t a s  s tro n g  and as  b ea u tifu l 

a s  w e a r e  cap ab le  of. " H e handed  m e  a  p ic e  of p a p e r . I t w as f ro m  John  

C o n n a lly  w ith  h is  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  th a t he go w ith  the  s ta te m e n t to n ig h t 

b e c a u s e  h e  w ould n ev e r h av e  a b ig g e r  aud ien ce  and though t the r e a c t io n  

to  the b ig g e r  au d ien ce  w ould be good r a th e r  than  in te rp r e te d  by th e  p r e s s .



H e thought th is  re m o v e d  i t  f ro m  a p o li t ic a l  co n tex t and, a s  w e a ll  know, 

i t  w as on a  b i t  of an  upw ard  s lope  now, I th ink  w hat Jolin  r e a l ly  m e a n t 

w as  th is  w as a  nob le  t im e  to do it .

I  w en t b ack  to the second  f lo o r . M r. P e r  gave m e  a co m b -o u t.

I p u t on m y  r e d  s u it  w ith  th e  navy t r im  by A dele  S im pson . L ynda w as 

w e a r in g  th e  lo v e ly  navy b lue  d r e s s  w ith  the  w h ite  h e r  D addy had  g iven  

h e r  fo r  C h r is tm a s . I s tu d ied  the d e s c r ip t io n  of m y  g u e s ts  fo r  the  

even ing  fo r  th e  l a s t  tim e  and w ent o v e r  the  sea tin g  c h a r t .  And then , 

a  few  m in u te s  p a s t  e igh t, I w en t down to the l ib ra ry .

C hoosing  the  g u e s ts  fo r  the S ta te  of the U nion is  a lw ays an 

__ im p o r ta n t  th ing . T h is  t im e  i t  h a d  b ee n  L iz ' su g g estio n  and I h ad
V_ ̂ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ . , : ■ ' ■ ' ■

bough t i t ,  th a t  w e t ry  to  h o n o r, to h ig h lig h t som e of the  p ro g ra m s  of

L y n d o n 's  A d m in is tra tio n  in to  w hich h e  h a s  pu t so m uch . We had  done

so m e in v e s tig a tin g  by phone and th en  I h ad  a sk ed  h e r  to go and  see  the

su g g e s tio n s  h e r s e l f  and ev a lu a te  th em . I d id  not w ant to  a r r iv e  a t  th is

in  a  h a p h a z a rd , u n th o u g h t-o u t fa sh io n . It tu rn e d  out to be a  th r i l l in g

e x p e r ie n c e . T h e re  they  w e re  in  th e  l ib ra ry ,  S a ra h  B eth  W alk er, a

tw en ty -fo u r  y e a r  o ld  O k la h o m a n --a  VISTA w o rk e r - - a c tu a l ly  w orking

in  K e a d s ta r t  h e lp ing  to  g e t v o lu n te e rs . Susan  H elm uth  of so m e l i t t le

tow n in  New Y ork  who is  a  m e m b e r  of the T e a c h e r  C o rp s  in  the

W ash ing ton  S choo ls, teach in g  R e m e d ia l R ead ing . P a u l M iln e r,
)

f  . s e v en teen , f ro m  the Job C o rp s  C e n te r  in  W ashington , w hose h igh  IQ

h a d  c a u sed  h im  to  be s e le c te d  out of the Job C o rp s  a s  a  p o s s ib le

^  ^  W e d n e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  17 (C on tinued)
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C o lleg e  p o te n tia l. They w e re  f r e s h  and sc ru b b e d  and w h o leso m e  looking . 

A nd then  th e re  w as S p e c ia lis t  L a w ren ce  Jo e l, s tocky , m id d le -a g e d , 

sm ilin g  N egro  f ro m  F o r t  B rag g , N o rth  C a ro lin a  who h ad  re c e iv e d  the 

M edal of H onor f ro m  Lyndon in  one of th e  m o s t  touching  c ita t io n s  I 

h a d  e v e r  re a d . H e w as a  M edic and  although  tw ice  w ounded h e  h ad  

gone on and on .and on to  sav e  life  a f te r  life  c raw lin g  a c r o s s  th e  b a t t le -

f ie ld  w ith  h is  p la sm a  and h is  m e d ic in e s . They w e re  a l l  so e a sy  to ta lk  

■ ^to. I  w as fam ish ed , I h a d n 't  h ad  anyth ing  to e a t s c a rc e ly  a l l  day and I 

f e l l  to on th e  san d w ich es and coffee , but I cou ld  h a rd ly  g e t th em  to  e a t 

a  th ing. I t  w as a lp r ig h t  b e c a u se  m o s tly  I w anted  th em  to ta lk  and they  

did. They w e re  a ll- in  th e ir  d if fe re n t ways^ r e a s s u r in g ,  M a rk  Jo e l so 

n a tu ra l ,  so a t  p e a c e  w ith  h im s e lf  and  the  w o rld  and. a t e a s e .  I t  w as 

som ehow  a re f r e s h in g  m o m en t. B e tty  F u rn e s s  cam e  in - .-sh e  w as an o th e r  

g u e s t  fo r  th e  evening . And th en  w e w e re  in  th e  c a r  and off once m o re  to 

th e  C ap ito l.

T h is  tim e  w e h a d  p lanned  m y  e n tra n c e  b e tte r  than  la s t .  We. w ent 

s tr a ig h t  up to a l i t t le  ro o m . I h ad  t r ie d  to d e s c r ib e  on the  ro u te  up to the 

y o u n g s te rs  w h at a  d ra m a tic  evening i t  w as , how  the  H ouse  and  S en a te  

w ould  a lre a d y  be  in  th e ir  s e a ts  w hen we got th e re  and th en  w ith  a  loud 

boom ing an n o u n cem en t th e  D ip lo m atic  C o rp s  w ould w alk  in  and th en  the  

P r e s id e n t ’s C ab in e t and  f in a lly  th e  P re s id e n t .  M y g u e s ts  w e re  tak en  in  

two by  two to th e ir  s e a ts  and then  w ith  p re c is io n , a t  the p lan n ed  m o m en t, 

L y n d a  and C huck  and I - - th e y  had  ju s t  jo in ed  us in  the  l i t t le  ro o m --w a lk e d



in . I p a u se d  and stood  fo r  a  m o m en t and S e n a to rs  and C o n g re s sm e n  

r o s e  f ro m  th e i r  s e a ts  w ith  a  sw elling  r o a r  of ap p lau se  and  I know  i t  

is  ju s t  p a r t  of th e  d ra m a , p a r t  of the  e x c ite m e n t of being b ack , bu t 

I fiavored  i t  and I looked f ro m  one s id e  of the C h am b er to th e  o th e r 

in to  th e  fa c e s  of m an y  f r ie n d s , sm ile d  a l l  a ro u n d  and th en  w e took

----  o u r s e a ts ;  T h e re  w e w e re  on the fro n t-ro w . W alte r  W a sh in g to n --!  , .

h ad  p a r t ic u la r ly  w an ted  to a sk  h im  and B e n e tta . N ext to th em  the  

go lden  b londe S u san  H elm uth  f ro m  the T e a c h e rs  C o rp s . T hen 

S p e c ia lis t  J o e l loaded  w ith  m e d a ls  and C huck in  h is  u n ifo rm  and v e ry  

'  '  h an d so m e . Liynda h e r  h a ir  p iled  h igh  on h e r  h ead ,' -w hite’ bow and b u t to n s , ..... 

a  good fo il  fo r  h e r  s lim  navy G eo ffrey  B eane d r e s s .  I, an d .n ex t to m e  on 

th e  s te p  s e a t  cu te , l i t t le  S a ra h  B eth  W alker and  P a u l  M iln e r  in  r ig h t  by 

M u rie l who looked lo v e ly  in  h e r  p ink  s a tin  su it. I h ad  u se d  m y  o th e r  s te p  

s e a ts  fo r  B e tty  F u r n e s s  and som e of the  s ta ff  m e m b e r s ' w iv es  who h ad  

w o rk ed  so h a r d  on th e  s p e e c h --C la y  M c P h e rso n , cu te  l i t t l e  T ru d y  C alifan o , 

and  m y  a lw ays a d m ire d  E lsp e th  R ostow . A nd then  on th e  two fo ld ing  s e a ts  

in  the  b ack  G eo rg e  C h r is t ia n 's  e ld e r ly  m o th e r  and Scim H o u sto n  who h ad  

com e g lo r i'ou-oliy nobbling in  and no doubt enjoyed i t  a s  m u ch  a s  anybody 

in  th e  C h a m b e r . F is h b a i t  M ille r  announced the  P r e s id e n t  of the  U n ited  

S ta te s  and  Lyndon c am e  in  to a  thu n d erin g  a p p la u s e - - a  d if fe re n t a tm o sp h e re  

som ehow  f ro m  la s t  y e a r .  I t  la s te d  th re e  m in u te s . H e looked  w o n d erfu l.

C’’' T he f if te en  o r  m o re  pounds h e  h a s  lo s t  show s and a l l  to th e  good and I

lik e  h is  h a ir  g row ing  lo n g e r ju s t  a  l i t t le  b it and no t s lic k e d  down any m o re .
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T he s p e e c h --a n d  th e re  w e re  changes even f ro m  the e lev en th  d ra f t  of 

i t - - l a s t e d  fo r ty -n in e  m in u te s . T h e re  w e re  about fifty  a p p la u se s . By 

a l l  odds th e  m o s t  spon taneous and lo u d e s t one w as w hen h e  sa id , " th e  

A m e ric a n  p eo p le  h av e  h ad  enough of r is in g  c r im e  and la w le s s n e s s .  "

O ne of th e  ch an g es  w as an  in s e r t io n  on c o n se rv a tio n  ab o u t continuing  

to w o rk  fo r h ighw ay b e a u tif ic a tio n . I w ould no t h av e  sought i t  fo r  the 

w o r ld  and I a p p re c ia te d  i t .  S om ew here  in  i t  the  te le p ro m p te r  w en t out.

I could  te l l  a lthough  I am  no t s u re  th a t m an y  p eo p le  in  th e  au d ien ce  cou ld  

b e c a u se  h e  h an d led  i t  b eau tifu lly . I could  s e e  h im  leafing  th ro u g h  th re e  

o r fo u r p ag es  of the te x t in  f ro n t of h im  w hile  he in te rp o la te d - - !  thought 

i t  w as m a g n ific e n tly  done. A tim e  o r two h e  added  a few  a d je c tiv e s  th a t 

I w ould h av e  le f t  off. I  lik e  the s p a re  bones b e t te r .  As h e  a p p ro a c h e d  

th e  end I tig h ten ed  up in  m y  se a t. W ill h e  r e a c h  in  h is  p o ck e t?  D id I 

w an t h im  to?  W ould I be re l ie v e d  if  h e  did  o r  H h e  d id n 't?  H e ended  

on a  s tro n g  h igh  no te  and  th e re  w as a  g r e a t  r o a r  of a p p la u se  and hei d id  

n o t r e a c h  in  h is  p o ck e t fo r  the d ra f t  th a t I  knew  w as th e re .  H e tu rn e d  

and  w alk ed  down the  s te p s . In  a  m o m en t o r two I r o s e  to follow  w aving 

h e llo  a t  th e  C ab in e t w iv es  se a te d , a s  I w en t. And then  ou t in  the h a l l  

s a id  goodbye to  S p e c ia lis t  J o e l  and Susan  H eb n u th  and S a rah  B eth  

W alk e r, P a u l M iln e r . A nd then  fo r  the  r i tu a l  v is i t  to th e  S p e a k e r 's  

o ffice  and h e re , w as w h e re  I began  to w onder if  I h ad  b een  off the  b eam .

I h a d  fe l t  a  su rg e  in  th e  C h a m b e r, h ad  l is te n e d  to a  r o a r  of ap p lau se , 

b u t h e r e  w ith  the  C ab in e t m e m b e rs ,  w ith  th e  le a d e rsh ip  th e re  w as no
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ru s h  fo rw a rd  to say , " th a t w as a g r e a t  sp eech , M r. P r e s id e n t ,  W e 'll  

g e t to  w o rk  on i t .  I t  i s  going to be h a rd , b u t i t  w ill be. a  good y e a r ” .

T he f i r s t  l i t t le  m ag g o ts  of doubt began  to e ro d e  the  good fee lin g  th a t I 

h ad . A nd th en  w e w e re  b ack  in  the  c a r  and  h ead ed  fo r  th e  W hite  H o u s e --  

a s  m an y  of us a s  cou ld  p ile  in . A nd I ro d e  w ith  Lyndon. And u p s ta ir s  

on the seco n d  f lo o r  we began  to a s se m b le . I had  ask ed  c lo se  f r ie n d s  to 

d ro p  by fo r d r in k s  and  a  bu ffe t, th e  TV show and a  g e n e ra l  r e h a s h  w hich  , 

a lw ays ta k e s  p la c e  a f te r  a  S ta te  of the  U nion. . I t w as Bob and J e a n  K in tn e r , 

of c o u rs e  th e  M c P h e rso n s  and th e  C a lifan o s, Doug and L ib b y  C a te r  and 

th e  R o s to w s, the  Bob P h in n ey s , M a rv in  and M a ria n  and J a c k  and M ary  

V M a rg a re t ,  G eo rg e  and Jo  Ann, th e  L ev in so n s  and the T e m p le s , the

G o ld s te in s  and the  W atte n b e rg s  and  the H a rd e s ty s  and the  B a re fo o t 

S a n d e rs  and  th e  M ike M an a to se s  f r e s h  f ro m  th e ir  flo ck s  and  L iz  and  

B e s s  and A sh to n  w ith  th e ir  h u sb an d s  and J im  C a in  who w as  a  h o u se  g u e s t . 

and  Sam  H ouston , B il l  and  Je a n ie  D eason , and B ill  and  Ju n e  W hite, C la rk  

and  M arn ey , th e  R e a rd o n s , the  B ec k s , the M cH ughs, A be and C a r o l - - 

b r ie f ly - - a n d  C h a r l ie  S ch u ltze , who m u s t  be th e  h a p p ie s t m a n  in  town,

M a rie  and Jo h n  C r is w e ll .  I t  w as a  good b u ffe t in  the  dining ro o m , I 

s e tt le d  down w ith  a  d r in k  in  m y  b e d ro o m  b e c a u se  i t  w as th e  only p la ce  

w e cou ld  g e t  the  NT show  and i t  w as a  liv e ly  one. The ro o m  w as fu ll.

T h e re  w e re  ab o u t f if te e n  of us  in  th e re  w atch ing  i t  and th e r e  w as h e lp  

; i f ro m  u n ex p ec ted  q u a r te r s  by Show er and M ornahan  and the m o s t  am u sin g

r e m a rk s  by B uckley . B il l  M o y ers  spoke, and r a th e r  w e ll I thought, and
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A rth u r  S c h le s in g e r  w as so b i t te r  I thought h e  w as funny. Som ebody 

sa id  he  looks l ik e  h e  i s  being  m ilk e d  though the  p ro d u c t m u s t  have 

b een  g a ll. T he N egro  M ay o r, C a r l  S tokes w a s , I thought, r e a so n a b le  

and  a r t ic u la te  and m o s tly  f a i r ,  I  thought, b u t of c o u rse  th e re  is  n e v e r  

enough m o n ey  fo r  u rb a n  a f fa ir s  fo r  th e  M ay o rs  who need  i t .  A ll in  a l l  

i t  w as  a h ig h ly  am u sin g  and  e n te r ta in in g  p ro g ra m -a n d  I  thought w e won 

m o re  than  w e lo s t,

Lyndon in  h is  b e d ro o m  w as busy  looking a t  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  w ith  

a few . T he h a l l  w as fu ll  and p eo p le  d r if te d  in to  the  dining ro o m . W e 

h ad  a  f i r e  l i t  in  the  Y ellow  R oom  fo r  anyone who w an ted  c o m fo rt and 

' q u ie t c o n v e rsa tio n . T h e re .w a s  an  a ir  of e la tio n , g o o d w ill , r e l ie f ,  a

b r ie f  s h o r t  d r a f t  of the w ine of s u c c e s s  w hich  we had  ta s te d  in  '64  and 

'65 and so I ev a lu a te d  i t ,  •

S o m etim e  a f te r  tw elve ev e ry o n e  d r if te d  off and  w e w e re  in  bed

by one.
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