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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17

' Wednesday, January 17 -- the day of the State of the Union and
alwajrs one of 'such‘ten'senes's for mé, quite out of proportion to any
respon81b1hty that I have for it. Lyndon vspent much of the morning
: readmg the supposed to be f1na1 draft--I think it was the eleventh--the
ﬁState of the Union. L1z was on hand. He told me to get her and I thmk o
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~ she helped him some. It was quite a little while when I dld not see him
~and I think he was in the theater. Lyndon had asked George to draft hJ.m :

" a statement based on what he had sa1d to h1m announcmg that he would not '

vorun. I believe it was around noon When ."he brought it in, his face calm, ’

unrevealing; as it always;is; It wasbla good statement, well said. My own, .

wh‘ich Lyndon had asked me to produce, was feeble and if there wae anything

we ever ought to say—-words that have wings and fire--this is it. I keep the -

' ."statement I had wrltten in August of 164 when Lyndon was fac1ng g01ng to o -

_Atlantm City and d1d not want to go, in the r1ght hand drawer of my desk
in my bedroom. I brought it out and we reread what I had said then» and

George read it. It sounded better now. Lyndon put George‘s statement

'in his inside pocket. It was not to be included in the text of the State of the | |

.Union;‘ " If he made it it would come at the end beginning with a line something.

like this, '"and now I want to speak to you about a personal matter." He
"looks from one to another of‘thos"e ‘close to him for an answer--for some
wisdom--beyond anything he can have.. There isn't any. There is nobody

-but him.,.
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'Wednesda}f, Jannary 17 (Continued)

’ At 1unch time I had'lunch on a tray and then there was a happy

~ br eak Brooke Astor and Laﬂrapce Rockefeller had flown down from

] New York for the beaut1f1cat10n meetmg and I drove w1th thern and

He_nry Diamond and Sharon out to Buchanan School. We had planned
i‘t'jusit the afternoon before and this morning I had told Liz to be sure
"and"'cue-i'n the principal of the school and some of the children if they.

‘wanted to and the 'pres s.” We arrived about 1:15. Brooke and I had put

.an orderly but exc1ted group of youngsters—-hfth and six graders, I thm.k

. they were, who had painted the panels that surround the constructlon—-

rprimitive funny-thlngs of a chlld-.‘s 1nterpretation- ofwhat’s taking place
ﬂlere.cpf?We walked all over—-Brooke and Laﬂrqpce and Mrs Whlte and

the constructlon chief and I Actually at this midpoint it is mostly a

great gapping mudhole but you can see it takmg shape and it is .exc1t1ng.;

. .on boots., There was Mrs., _White, the Principal, the 'construction chief, _

There is a saeesd basketball court, the seats or bleachers rising on each 1. .-

side, and spray equipment so that in the summertime little children can

L romp in the cooling spray‘-'and it will be a good setting fo_'r all sorts of

* dual purpose f.hing_s likefol._k' singing _and plays and concerts or maybe
- va da‘nc'e. Then there was an igloo, one 'of Brooke'e special Fenthusia.sme

_11ke she has in Carter I thlnk) or Jacob Rus. ‘I‘hey had even hauled in a -

tree--about a thxrty foot red oak I would thmk--and the ch1e£ of constructmn

described to us where the trees would be and what the f1n1shed product would

look like. At this point Brooke interspersed and said we jnst must have -
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Wednesday, January 17 (Co_ntinued) o

flowers--raised flower beds. Why not here and she pointed them out on

 the plans, j&:aid,‘ "I know you love flowers and I want us to have flowers, !

"We ‘_erre all talking’at.once]g‘etting excited. It was really a delicious half . .-

hour. The 'lbng'regulir type effe‘g‘ghhousi'ng’ the r'est_roonis can é.lsp be

used for 'dvres;"si'nvg rooms 1f théy do have pllays. A concession for light.

o refré_shnients and the office of any recreation director stretched across

one end. The whole effect is to be a combination échool-playground

" 'during school hours and a community center after school hours and in

28

hen we went over by the fencé and met a lot of the

‘ ‘, 4 ch11dren aﬁd look%d at the p.a"nels bu‘t‘ fhis was the part of th that g.of: ébért- : |
.cha:.‘ng‘ed“.and .thi‘s‘-w.;va‘s» the bgét part) bif we weré to ‘tev].li _‘the stcér..y t;o .‘the .
jcity thrciugh‘ picfﬁres, ‘TV,‘ihis ié a gqod gonst;ruct;lve addition of. thé _

‘échodls into the recreation life ;)f. Washiﬁgtop." Cynthi# ‘and'Sha',ro_n were

" telling me it's two o'clock and we've got to go. All the Comf_nittée members.

will be there. So back we went to the White Hou.se’and'upstairs, to ta'k_e off

boots and then down_ ohce.more to the Red Room for the fir:st meeting of '

68, beginning our fourthland would it be our last year of the Beautification

"Cbrf;m_ittee. :

" Wehada good attendancé. 'Besides Brooke and Lawrence, were:

Stu and Lowell Bridwéll, Kay Graham, Rugiy Kaufmanv of the Stai, Richard

Hollander of the News, Libby and Nat Gumsard Mrs. Romig of the Garden.

Club, Libby and Adam of API, Bill Schmidt of the GSA, Polly,




: _'Wa'lter-.—a lot of our observers, Diana and John Walker and. Charley ,

» ‘:‘.new year when we return to Washmgton, espec1a11y when the State of the

- we had done last year-—for the last three years in fact-—-and foward_ﬁ’ E
‘_what we ought to do w1th thlS year before us, For that reason, I would

11ke for everybody to speak the1r p1ece. What do they thmk ought to be -

“the last meetin.g; had sent us a eheck for $10 000' to be used for street o
~ trees. Then I remmded them that it was only a year ago that Stephen

‘ suggestlons of what would Lift the face of Washmgton. One of the

: Slnce then a Comnuttee--Udall Mayor Wash1ngton, and Larry- -had

' veh_airman of it.'" We talked of tryihg to use Arbor Day as a vehicle to get -
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Horsk,ey-;-;of course Henry Diamond and Nash Castro. Bill Waltori came .
in late from hivs Commission's monthly meeting. And we mis_sed'most of el .

'all Mary. Whatever the'date,‘ it seems to me to be»the beginhing"of the

‘_.Umon takes place.. So I greeted them w1th a Happy New Year everybody :

g --»4 I T 10 20 I S A U

and the suggestmn that now in January was a t1me to look back on what
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'our aim? Where should we put our'energles--our usefulness 1f any-_- B

and our money? Then I told them the happy news that Mrs. Post,. since

Curr1er had been w1th us, ‘had. started Larry Halpln on a ser1es of
suggestw.ons had been a b1g amus ement park by the water in Anacost1a.

wor_ked further on how to 1mp1ement that. I asked Stu to report The -
repor‘t'was'full of the opportunities, potent1als, but nothrng really o
conclusive.ﬁ?But when we got on trees we got rrrore steam“up. Sornebody

made the suggestion, 'let's have a tree committee and make Libby’ Rowe
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Wednesday, January 17 (Continued)

more interest and more contributions spread over a wider base,~. Bome

people wh_-o' rhight contribute five dolla_rs rather than five thousand,—All

‘ of these Washi‘ngton eitizehs 'who love these tree shaded streets.came

" out loud and strong for one more trash p1ckup a week if ever the budget e

could afford ‘1tand for rno_re trash contamers although I felt cruel even

We talked about our work with the schools. Ihad given a brief and
enthusiastic summary of our visit to Buchanan and the hope that in May

‘we could have a real dedication celebration there. But the urgent need

»-«»was*_toget aseloser;wo:rking: relation with the new.head of. the'Washington,-. e

School System to cue him 1n on everything that we were doing. I asked

‘ Polly to have some prehmmary meetmgs with Mr. Mannm%or, whoever

-else she thought might be helpful and then possibly I could get together

| with them here at the Wh1te House on any plans that m1ght further our

-usefulness WJ.th the schools. We talked for about two hours wh11e the

;-butlers passed the coffee and cookies. It was a rather good meeting'.

.Then back upstairs I worked with Ashton, rested, 'reviewed tonight,

talked w1th Lynda 1 knew that Lyndon was meetmg the Democrat1c Leaders-

an_d the Republicau Leaders. by_ turn, -'probably in the. Fish Room. 1Iseldom

interrupt meetings like th‘at,. but I had this memo in my keeping and I

held it like a coal of fire--the statement from George Christianzsa'ying.' v

~he was not goihg to run again and I wanted to get it back in his pocket

so I took it over. I think it was about six thirty'. He was rushed, standing

‘i'-lmentio'nirl'g it when I.looked at Walter because he.looked praot1ca_lly_pale. R TILE R SRR

..




~in the door between the big oval office and his little one and said, -

" hopeless feéling and said, "Luci hopes you won't run, She wants you
‘afternoon with a sort of terrible earnestness because her husband is

kﬁow. Ihéve said it all before. I can't tell you what to do. " It was:
' hardly a'conve'rSa.tio.n.- It was just-a-few phrases with the sense élv?ays. = e
that the Fish Room was full of importént Congressio‘nail'Lefader‘s waitiﬁg‘

‘fo'r him and that the Secret 'Ser'vi'ce and.ASSistants-just; I hope, out of
‘ decision to run in the same state of mind of a man who is becoming a - A
_'take wha‘.tyevebr happensr;l will try to do some pacing and havé éome

humor for the next fivve:‘years.' Or two, sirhply make the announcement -

" Connally with his recommendations that he go with the statement tonight
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_”wéll what'do._vyox‘).v think? What shall I'do"? "I looked at him with that -

for herself and for Lyn and all of us being together. _' She does not want

tovgive Vyou up. Lynda hc‘>pv'e:s Y6u will run.'v This shevh'ad told fr;e_this '

going to war and she thinks there will be more chance of getting him

back alive and everything settled if you are President. Me--1I don't

earshot through the door. Ihave said it so often--it was not the will’

nor the setting to say it again. ""One, either yob. make a conscious .

Monk or some such—-just giving up yo(uvr life saying here it 18,‘1 will

at a time and in words only you can choose but as strong and as beautiful

as we are capable of. "' He handed me 2 pice of paper. It was fi-o‘rn‘bJ-ohn B

because he would never have a bigger audience and thdught the reaction

to the bigger audience would be good rather tha.n'ihterpreted by the press. .
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" He thought thisvremoﬁ'e‘d it from a political context and, as we all know,

it was on a.bit of an upward slope now. I think what John really meant

il

"was this was a _nohle time to do it.

I went back to the second floor. “Mr. .Per-gave'rne a  comb-out.-

Iput on my red suit with the nayy trim by Adele Sirnpson. ‘ Lynda.'was R

_w_earing_ the _‘}'o‘velly navy bluepvdress with the'white her Daddy"had"given

her for Christmas I studied the descrlptlon of my guests for the

evenmg for the "lanstt1me and went over the seat1ng chart.‘ And then, ‘

. a few minntes past eight, I‘went down to the library.

Choosmg the guests for the State of the Un1on is always an

N

important thlng. This tune it had been Liz' suggestlon and I had

bought it, that we try to honor, to hlghhght some of the programs of

'Lyndon s Admmlstratmn 1nto which he has put so much We had done

some 1nvest1gat1ng by phone and then I had asked her to go and see the :

vsuggestlons herself and evaluate.them. I did not want to arrive at this

in a ‘haphazard' unthought-out fashion. It turned out to be a thrllhng

experience. There they were in the 11brary, Sarah Beth Walker, a

'twenty four year old Oklahoman——a VISTA worker——actually workmg

A1n Peadstart helpmg to get volunteer s> Susan Helmuth of some httle

town in New York who is a member of the Teacher Corps in the‘ -
Washington Schools, teaching Remedial Reading. Paul Milner,

seventeen, “from the Job Corps Center in Washington, whose high IQ

‘had caused him to be selected out of the Job Corps.as a possible
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o College potential. They Were fresh and scrubbed and wholesome 1ooking;

‘ And then there was Spec1a11st Lawrence .Toel s‘tockvy, middlefaged,

smiling Negro from Fort' Bragg, North Carolina Who had received the .

“ Medal of Honor from Lyndon in one of the most touchmg c1tat1ons I :
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"~ had ever read He was a Med1c and although tw1ce wounded he had

gone on and on.‘:and on to save hfe after hfe crawhng across the b-attle-v
field with his plasma and his medicines. - They were al‘l so easy to talk
o. I was farnished. 1 hadn't had anything to eat sca}cely all. day and I |

fell to on- the sandw1ches and coffee, but I could hardly get them to eat

. a thlng It was all"nght because mostly I wanted them to talk and they' _
_ did. They were all)ln the1r different ways, reassuring. Mark Joel so

natural, so at peace with himself and the world and. at ease. It was

“ somehow a refreshing moment., Betty Furness came in--she was another

-the Capitol. ’

‘gnest for the evening, And then we were in the car and off once more to

" This time we had planned my entrance better than last. | We went o

straight up toa little room;' I had tr1ed to descrlbe on the route up to the

' 'youngsters what a dramatic evenlng it was, how the House and Senate

‘would already be in their 'seats when we got there and__then with a'loud

booming announcement the Diplomatic Corps would walk in and then the _

B President‘s Cabinet and finally_ the President. My guests were taken in

two bv two to their seats and then w1th prec151on, at the planned moment

. Lynda and Chuck and I--they had just Jomed us in the little room- -walked

- .‘..L,t_,_.m_w.' ..‘
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: golde'n blonde Susan Helmuth from the Teachers Corpsv. ' Then
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in. I paused and stood for a moment and Senators and Congressmen »
rose from their seats with a swelling roar of applause and I know it

is ‘just part of the drama, ‘part of the excitement of ‘being back, but .

Iga\}or'ed it:and I looked from on'e side“of theA Chamber. to the other

o 1nto the faces of many fr1ends, sm11ed all around and then we took

had particularly wanted to ask him and Benetta, Next to them the :

: Specialiet Joel loaded with medals and Chuck in his uniform and very

a good foil for her slim navy Geoffrey Beane dress. I, and.next to me on

the step seat cute, little Sarah Beth Walker and Paul Milner in right by

Mnriel who looked lovely in her pink satin suit, I had used my other svtep-‘_
.. seats for Betty Furness and some of the staff members wives who had

worked so hard on the speech——Clay McPher son, cute 11tt1e Trudy Cahfano,

in the back George Chr1st1an s.elderly mother and Sam Houston '\ivho'had

vcome g-l:moa-sky l‘-‘gbblmg in and no doubt en_]oyed it as much as anybody

in the Chamber. Flshbalt M111er announced the Pres1dent of the Unzted

' States and Lyndon came in to a thunderlng applause--a dlfferent atrnosphere

somehow from last year. It lasted three m1nutes. He 1ooked wonderful

The fifteen or more pounds he has lost shows and all to the good and I

: 11ke his halr, growing longer just a little bit and not shcked down any more, }

L our ~se'ats." "There’we were on theffrontrow'.- Walter Washlngton—-l AU

" handsome, -Lynda h‘er;hai'x;-»‘piied ='high't--o'n her"head,'f@white-bow,and buttons, -

_'-a.nd my always admzred Elspeth Rostow. And,then on the two foldmg seats _.,‘._.; S "

>
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Wednesday, January 17 (Continued) '

The speech--and there w_ei‘e changes e\}e‘n fi'om the eleventh draft of
it--lasted forty-nine minutes. There were about fifty applauses. By
all odds the most spontanéous_"a»nd loudest one was when he said, .'?the.

American people have had enough of_rising crime and lawlessness, "'

- One of the changes was an insertion on conservation about continuing

to work for highwé,y_beautifiéétion. I would not have sbught it for the. °

world and I éppreciated it. Somewhere in it the teleprompter went out.

I could tell although I am not sure that many people in the audience could

because he handled it béautifully. * I could see him leafing through three '

- or four pages-of the text in front of him while he inter'polated-.—l thought -

it was_rhagnificently done.. A time or two he added a few adjectives that =

I would have left off. I like the spé.re'bones better, ‘As he approaﬁhed

- the end I tightened up in my seat. Will he reach in his pocket? Did I

wa;';t him to? ‘Would I be relieved if he did or if he didn't? He ended
on a strong high note and there was a great roar of applause and he did

not reach in hispockét for the draft that I knew was there. "He turned

and walked down the ‘stkeps. In a moment or f:wobyl rose to follow waving. | s |

~ hello at vthev Cabinet wives. 5eated, as I we»ﬁt.A And then out in the hall ,

said goodbye to Specialist Joel and Susan Helmuth and Sarah Beth |

.Walkerr,, Paul Milner. And then for the ritual \\ri‘sit’ to the Speaker's

’ office and here was v_vh}e're I began to wonder if I had been off _the beam.

I had felt a’'surge in the CHamber', had Hstened to a roar of applause,

but here with the Cabinet memberé, with the léadership there was no
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. .drop by for drinks and 'a buffet, the TV show and a g‘eneral‘ reha'shvwhich '

' Wednesday, J anuary 17 (C'onti'nued)r

‘rush forward to say, "that was a great speech, .Mr. President We'll

get to work on it. Itis gomg to be hard, but it w1ll be a good year“

| The first l1ttle maggots of doubt began to erode the good feelmg that I

‘ had And then we were back in the car and headed for the Whlte House--—

asm_any of‘ us as could p11e in, And I rode w1th Lyndon. And ups_taxrs

_on the second floor we blega’n to assemble. Thad asked cldose“ friends to

always takes place after a State of the Union. . It was Bob and‘Jean Kintner,

of course the McPhersons and the'Cali‘fanos, ‘Doug and Libby Cater and.

*‘the Rostows, the Bob ‘ismh;;‘eys, Marvin and ”Ma"rién’aﬁd Jack and Mary

Margaret George and Jo Ann, the Levmsons and the Temples, the L

: Goldste1ns and the Wattenbergs and the Hardestys and the Barefoot

Sanders and the Mike Manatoses fresh from their flocks and L1_z and.

Bess and»Ash,ton with their husband_s and Jim C‘J‘ain who was a honse .guest

and Sam Houston, Bill and Jeanie Deason, and Bill and J'unve White',' Clark .

- and Marney, the Reardons, the Becks, the McHughs, ‘Abe and Carol-—-

br1efly~-—and Charhe Schultze, who must be the happ1est man in town, -

4 EMar1e and-J'ohn Cr:.swell. It ,was a good buffet in the dining room. I

's‘ettled‘down with a drink in my bedroom because it was the onl'y-place

we could get the NT ‘showand it was a li\tely one. The room was full.

-There were about fifteen of us in there watching it and there was help

from unexpected quarters by Shower and Mornahan and the most a.rnus1ng

remarks by Buckley Blll Moyers spoke, and rather well I thought and




“had a fire ht 1n the Yellow Room for anyone who wanted comfort and
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Arthur Schlesinger was so bitter I thought he was funny, Somebody

© - said he looks like he is bemg mﬂked though the product must have

' been gall ' The Negro Mayor, Carl Stokes was, I thought reasonable

and artlcul.ate and mostly fa1r, I thought but of course there is. never

enbugh mon’ey for -urba;n affairs for the Mayors who ne'ed' it. All in all

“~1t was a h1gh1y amus1hg and entertalnmg program- and I thought we won

-~ more than we los*t.

Lyndon’in his bedroom was busy looking at other orogrems-with

‘a few. The hall was ful]. and people drlfted into the d1n1ng room, . We
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quiet conversation. There was an air of e_la.tion, good will, rel'ief, a

" brief short dra.ft_of the wine of success which we had tasted in '_64 and

' ‘65‘and soI eva.luated it,

Sometime after twelve everyone drifted off and we were in bed ;

by one, - -
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