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THURSDAY, JANUARY 18
- If we had_tasted the wine of»success the night before, it was a
brief draft. As we looked over the papers at the reports on the State
of the Union--at 1east in the' major'metropolitan' papers we were .

readmg--they were somewhat negatwe and unenthusmstlc. It Was -‘1iker

""..':tworkmg very hard puttmg out all you! 've- got, settling back to hear the.

verdict and then f1nd1ng ‘1t was. not good enough.

I went over my guest list for the first Women Doers' Luncheon--

~our subject, "Crime on the Streets.' The reason because the idea has.

.. lain itching.in the back ,.of‘f.my...mind-,for a 1ong time and.,i_felt,-I ha\(en't

raised my voice to do what’little I could because quite recently I

accepted the invitation to be a member of the National Emergency

: Committee on the National Council on Crime and Delinguenej.' And

our guest 11st--a very good one I thought—-three of the officers from

that Committee, Mrs. Curtis Bach the National heads of five EE

: orgamzations, Mrs Robert Claytor of the YWCA Mrs Grace C‘ox.

of the National Assoc1at10n of Women Lawyers, Mabel Clanahan of the -

B &PW Mamie Reese, Assoc1atlon of Colored Women 8 Clubs, Mrs.
Robert Stewart of the League of Women Voters-’- she had also been a
member of the President's Commission on L.aW'-‘Eni'orcement and the .
Administration of’.]'ustice._ ‘A.nd yes, a sixth President Bea:trice
Warwood, of the AFL- CIO Natlonal Aux111ar1es, one Cabmet w1fe,

naturally Georg1a Clark w1fe of the Attorney' General two Governors'

_‘wwes, Mrs.~Warren Knowles, of Wisconsz.n, Mrs. Dick Hughes, of

Loy e b

B e b

B A N

4 e A et i B e o+ i A b i ot o004 L s ety e

Ve o

boddiasc




- Thursday, January 18 (Continued)

: Néw Jgrééy--hé paséed thé safe gun Iavs}-—tv;}b Senatbrs‘ ‘wives,' »Mrs.

: Mé.Cle_ilar{Q -her husbé.ngi had ia'een he‘ad of the Com.m.iftée fhat had
.‘invvve.syféigated crlme ‘and.iVIr‘s). Carlﬂ Mundt "aind the w:‘ifeﬂof our ﬁéw ‘(thie>£ B

R of Public.Safety‘ here in thé District, Mrs V_Patric'k Murphy -Wﬁlat'a», E
’]-.:.>‘er_f.ect na.;ﬂé. | | Qaﬁr‘Vaﬁce,'v"whose husb‘a;"l"d b_h'ad >worke‘d" so magnifice;;tly .f_

. on the riots .in,De.tr,oif and a g'roup,‘_of social workers who were- abéolutély RO DU

at the grass roots level in neighborhood houses and the Teachers Corps

as block ieade;s._ A few n}embéi‘s of the pfess--Bess Meyerson., Nancy .

;'Dickerson, - Theo Wilson, Isabelle Shelton and enough other wom‘eh;'

- . articulate and.able, calculated to know and to do. something tow_afd gafe . . 4...:‘.; A PN

streéts béék in th.eir. h:orne towns,  Just abd'ut an ﬁdur befbre the-bluncheon‘.
I had beéﬁ a.ble to do .sqfnei‘:hing nicﬁe--fhe sort of thing that makes me |
happy Betty Hﬁghes 1.1ad pho‘ned up. Her ‘mothe‘r W_é.s d:ivihg déwﬁ wiéh '
l;le;.vbeca.use she.was on i;er Way- so‘rnéwhieie‘ else, W-as‘ there a Yé.cancy? :
Coul'd she br'ix;g her n‘l;)the'r? It jus_si: hai:péned that we were do§vr’1 ‘t'ol
forty;ﬁine a.ridb we ;&ould, love to have her. | SQ 'af a qu;;rte'.x; of '_éne I went

down to,the Green Rodm_ and we had pictur_és'of the three speakers with"

mé’--’Mir's.v Charl.esb Coé, Ka'th.erine Peden, and Mrs. Margaret Mobre.

Then the r"ece‘ivin.g line. And then to. the Blue Room where Sherry and

orange juice had been passed. A few of the guests had been late and

~'some of the staff ushered them up to speé.k to mé—-Eartha Kitt a.niong A

them--a picture of her and Miss Peden with me and then we went into

the family dining room for lunch;' quite a delicidus lunch I thought, a
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~Thursday, .Tanuary 18 (Continued) ,

. httle on the su:mptuous 51de-—seafood blsque, ch1cken and pepperm1nt

ice cream. But alas, I couldn't really en_]oy it because I don't ever '

hke to be the one who has the ch1ef burden of the speakmg. I welcomed

bthem. Cr1me is a gr1m subJect for a pleasant meetmg such as th1s, but

I beh‘._eve eve_ry;v_ cit_lzen is 1ncreasingly determined to come to grips with

it ‘None'_of os,Who read or hear_the news can escape the shock 'of”the e

' _of cases of cry for help whlch goes unheeded. Why" Those who heard it .- PN IOV

[ A . PN e —m

headlines and so On.' The most shockmg to me is the 1ncred1ble nu.rnber

did not want to become involved. The rnynad of crlmes know no safe
neighborhood nor income 1eve1. The costs are h1gh not only 1n the

trag1c loss of hurnan 11fe and property One of the great costs to every

citizen is his l.oss _of freedom and ease in his own nelghborhood. " The ‘

existence of crime and the fear of it have eroded the quality of all of

our lives. And then the gist of the meet_ing'--why we were there. ~Withih .

the limits of each of us there is something constructive that we can do and-: - -}

there are things responsible citizens are doing in crime control, and

prevention andvle'gislation. Three women are here to tell us the way . |

‘.they‘ see the problem's from whefe they .l:ivle and work and what they are

. doing about it. And then I introduced Margaret Moore who six &ea_rs ago

 had started a_crusade. in Indianapolis beginning with just thirty‘frien'ds_

and now involving fifty thousand women. She talked rapidly, :at ease, with -

- zeal and with a lot of, what were to me, fresh.ideas, gliding su.rvey in_.

your city. In her.s, over six years, .they ‘had gotten nine thousand or
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Thursday, .Januai'y' 18 (Continued) ‘

something lights on the darkest streets in town, to'bringing the Pdliéemen,

‘the youngest, most articulate ones into the schoolrooms--not to the

auditorium for a big lecture, but just into the classrooms--to talk to a

- group of thirty or forty Junior High or High School students to sort of
bridge the 'gap between them and the law. The ladies had sat in on Court. -

& ;:"séss'ioné[ahd driven-around with the Police on’théir beats and th“éy"'wer e

supporting higher wages and bétt_er training and pensions for the -policé.

" They had undertaken a cé.rnpaign of helping one by one dro'pbuts, fiﬁding
- “Saturday or Sunday jobs for them, rounding up clothes. That was their o

- problem.. Lliked the hopeful -can-do tone of ft; ™ " T = s

o The second speaker was Martha Coe, a VISTA Worker in the

' slums of Atlanta, who recruited volunteers for nine Headstart centers., -

~ She lobkéd very young and fresh and scrubbed and enthusiastic. 'Tc_> me

the remarkable thing about her and many like her is that they walk out

 of their comfortable lives a.nd'headfix"st—-_-una.fraid aﬁpafentl*;r;-into the

_ 'problems of 'ith'e ghettos trying to learﬁ and work with tjhém.‘ A few

minutes ea'rlllie'r wheri'Mr's.A Moore was“speaking, sdddenly Liz had

risen and said, -"Mr_s;' VMobr,e, will you yield to anqthé'r speakér? "

- And in had walked Lyhdon. - I could see Ed Weisl and some Qi:her

luncheon guesis in the door. He spoke briefly calling for grea;tei' :

"support of police and.'saying the place to start in combatting crime w.as,.

in the home. And then a salute to the powér of women and assuring them

i:hey could do something é.bouf_ it, When he thinks of fenacity he thinks of
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Thursday, January 1 8 | (Continued)

a bulldog and then he thinks of worhen. And when he turned to leave

Miss Eartha Kitt, who had been seated at the table close to the podium,
ro‘se in his pé.th and said, "Mr, President, what do jrou do about
' ,delin‘q"ueni:‘ vpé.rehts_-'-‘those Wt‘lbvh'a;ve to work and are ‘too busy Yto.llook ;

. after fhéir children?" Lyndon paused a moment. “'Foi'tunately he had

the answer. ""We have just pa_.ésed a social security bill that g1ves S
millions of dollars for day care centers, ' She moved, I think, a step

more in front of him. "But what are we going to do?" she said. "That's

:ébmething for you women to discuss here, turned and walked briskly out.__.

v 'She“sa‘t-*doWhj" _stubbed'out K% cigar ette,” tossing-her -1ohg ‘hair-and from then«i e s

on I watched her expecting sométhing-_—l didh'f know what, Appareﬁtly she

did not eat, nor did she clap for any of the speé.kérs; | She smouldered and

“smokéd. The last speaker was Katherine Peden, one of the eléiren members

‘on the Advisory Commiséion on Civi_l Disorders who ‘had listened to a lot

of witnesses on the s'ubjec':t of what to do about crime from the t_iiili‘tant to

. the al.uth'oritié"s.' She was a good épeaker. I wished she hadn'.t'fakéh the
occasion to pas's Several bouqﬁets to the Johnsons. When she finished I
a,skAe.t.i't.}':.tve guests for their observations and discusls.ior;s an.diJ'(;dge' Simon, . -

who had beén on my right, was the first ‘iJ.pb. There were several more.

I noticed Miss Kitt's hand going _upvand I knew I must, in turn; get to hef.'

- 1did not know what to expect--only that it wquid not be good. When some

speaker finished I nodded to her. Shev‘—ardsé and began to talk swiftly and -

'_ pasSionately beginning Wifh anger that the fact that welfare checks were |




Thursday, January 18 (Continued) . |

so srnall'--just four dollars. "What can you get for four dollars?"

And then oddly an attack on‘ high taxes, ''The young people are angry.

Their parents are angry because‘thezy are being so highly taxed".” Then -

h Amo’unting'to a“cr‘escendo she came‘ to her real destination-~to denounce
" the war in Vietnam. 3 "Boys I know ‘across the Natzon feel it doesn't pay

. to be ,a good guy. They flgure w1th a record they don't have to go off to . L lpe oo

V1etnam” And then, advanc1ng a step toward me and looklng w1th intense _'

directness at me (she is a good actresS)' she said "we send the best of this

= country off to be shot and malmed They rebel in the streets. .They take

are going to be snatched off from thelr mothers to be shot in V1etnam”.‘

" Iam glad to say that I looked.back just as dtrectly, sta‘re'for stare., She
'continued nointing‘her ﬁ.‘nger the paper saidt MMr s.»v ..To_hnsoln,‘ you are a
: mother too, atthough you ha‘re had daughters and ‘not‘sons.. I am a mother
“and I know the feeling of having a .b'aby come out of my guts. 1 have a baby
and then you send .him off to‘ war. . No wonder the kids rlebel and take pot.
b."-_:And Mrs. Johnson; in case you d‘on't understand the hngo that's marl_]uana"
' ‘How do you feel 1n a srtuatlonl hke this? F1r_st, a wave of mount1ng d1sbe11ef_;

C_an this be true? ' _Is thisna nightmare? Then a sort of surge of adrenaline -

into the blood knowing that you are goingi to answer, that you've got to

‘answer, you want to answer and yet at the same time for a strange break
’somewhere in the back of the mind that says be calm, be d1gn1f1ed Somewhere S

"along the way-—I think between the word gut and pot——I had a sense that maybe
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the feeling in the room was swinging’ to me. Miss Kitt sto?ped for breath

to a stunned silence in the room and the second I was waiting to see whether

it was a comma or a period. Mrs. Hughes of New Jefsey rose to her feet

and'_~said “I feel morally obhgated May I speak in defense of the war? " '

B My f1r st husband " she sa1d "was killed 1n World War II and 1 have "
’ e1ght“ sons. One of _them i's now in the Air Force. - None of them wants |

- to go to Vietnam. All will g'o. They‘and their friends. I think that anybody

who takes ‘pet because there is a war on is a kook. The_s'e y'oun-g people ar'e»-_i-'.-‘ -

still juniors.-' They have to be regulated., I hope' we adults are still in

" control, - The 'room_th"unde'r'ed with applause. I am nc;t's\i're whe"thé‘r' I
- spoke next or Benetta Washington., At least I felt a surge of gratitude that

" it should be a negro in a very responsible position, well grounded in

expe‘rience, who answe:ed. "I understand that Miss Kitt said she knew .

about anger. I also know a little about it, but sve are here to release these -

energi'es in constfuctive rather than destructive channeis”. One “paper

.sald that I was pale and that my voice trembled shghtly as I rephed to

~sts K1tt 1 thmk that is correct I d1d not have tears in my eyes as

vanother-paper sa1d'. "Because there is a war on and I pray that there

will be a just and honest peace, that still doesn't give us a free ticket 1
not to try to work for better things such as against crime in the streets,

for better education and better health for our people. I cannot identify

‘as much as I should. Ihave not lived the .baek'gro@vnd;that you have nor

can I speak as paslsiohately and well but we must keep our eyes and our
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Thursday, January 18 (C onﬁinued) .

hearts and our en'ergies. fixed on constructive ‘areas_ and fry to do'vsometvhing
that will makevthi.s a happier,‘ better:educated land'. Once'more, ‘there _
was thunderous applause.' I felt that I must not let the meetmg end here.

I ha.d seen the penclls racmg across the pads of all the press’ 1ad1es--A

'several more had come in as »th’e program sta_rted_ and_. I didn't wa;nt it to

' seem like ar'iot. “Several nands went up.. ~‘Z[“I'xe'r‘e_vv‘Aer-e 'fnree or four more .

observations. One from a Negro woman who said there was a double standard

of justice and they would not be done with juvenile delinquency until th‘at' was - | -

' changed She meant that 1f a Negro kills a Negro it is not pursued as d111gent1y
“and w1th the full force of the law as 1f a whlte person is concerned 1 know R R

: there is truth in tha.t.<‘ It was about five minutes of fou_r. The luncheon had

gone on for over three hours so I spoke some words about how busy they
were and moved to the door with the intention of saying goodbye to every guest,
including Miss Kitt, It took me several moments to get there as people stopped.!|

me on the way. I stood very composed I think and said goodbye to'everyone .

~who came along. Many said we were never so proud of you. 'You were

rn_é.gnificent. : Some_"I think were embarrassed and anxious to get out at any

v' cost, Norma iMcCIella".n was very warm in her a.dm‘irab,tion and I was
'jcor'nforted by it.v"- I never lose that feeling of being‘_ a part of the Senate
‘wives. I went back. up‘stairs:' My next two hours were a succession. of

_A smau .duti.es, ‘a few moments- with Bess Meyerson about a TV program,

a photo for the March of D1mes in the Red Room with Anna Roosevelt

Halsted beneath FDR's plcture, a photo in the 11brary for the Evemng Star
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i Thdr'sday, January 18 (Conti‘nued)

g’a‘rden.book,‘ working at my desk and on my mail. Then about‘ six o'ciock ‘

down to the State dining room where there was a reception for the Commission .

' on Federal Crime Law. 'I'he' genial Chief Justice was alre'adyv_there when 7

'I«ar'rived‘with Ton1 Clark and Governor Pat Brown;, the Chairmanof the

,‘Comm1ss1on, and Ramsey Clark and Senator Ervm, former Ambassador

o Pat Harrls, a b1g 1mpres sive Negro,} J’udge H1gg1nbotham from Ph11ade1ph1a

and to my amazement Don Thomas and Judge Doug Singleton from Texas,

"along with a lot of staff members--Ernie Goldstein, Barefoot and Larry,'

Joe Califano, but Lyndon was later and later, - It was awkward.- Chairs

P

werearranged 1n the 'State dm}ng room and avpodint-nt . He was supposed

: to make alittletaldk to begin with P shpped out and talked to Barbara and T‘
- _ .sald could you take those gentlemen a dr1nk She thought we shouldn t unt11
"after the ta.lk "1 telephoned‘ to hurry him, but I real:.zed _from_h1e tone, of

: voice that it was a cruel thing to do. ' I had interrupted him in the middle

of some vital train of thought, He came on-over practically ina gallop. '

»‘Apparently somewhere it had broken down in lettlng hn'n know that he was -
_supposed t6 talk fu' st and then the soc1a1 part of the evemng would take -
‘ place, but his presence of mind was great so he covered h1s lateness

| w1th the apology that Was due, made a br1ef terse speech thanked thern "

for the1r work and then we went 1nto the Red Room where we shook hands '

with thern. And then at long lastl drinks were served, together with ample .

.hors d'oeuvres, much welcomed at this hour I am sure.
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Thursday, January 18 (Co‘ntihued). .

Ilingered awhile talking to several. Apparently the news vof

,.'th'e hiir.xcheon ha.d not gotten around yet because one mlé.nA asked me in
an"im‘nocenAt‘ voice., ‘i”how‘_di@ thé .'luncl;lveon go?" And I said, - "exﬁlc;sivefly, : .
"alt'-h‘ough I am éf;é_id fhe re‘ally uéefu_l thi'ng.s J\v:ve're covered up a..r‘ld:wc;n."cv |

B Be repofté"d.. ” I left hirﬁ _érobably rhygtified;~ I was mentioning Mrs -

. : Moore to.another man and, the very good down to_ earth suggestions

she had with obvious distaste and he said something like this, 'that:

she or her brother were authors of a book about crime., It was a réél |
~ John Burchite book. " I replied that thére had been nothing Burchifé

. _about what .she_had_said at lunch--good yyqua};le _ s_u,gges-t‘ion__s, I thought. . ]

'Lyndon's stay was brief. He went back to the office and I left

. abdut 7:30 and went to the bowling lanes for two fast hard games> and

~ then bac_k upstairs, by now feeling that I was coming out of the’

decompression chamber, getting a little work done. ‘And close to 9:30

__Lyndc’)n came over, Ed Clark and J'im Cain and we had dinnef with talk

of Au‘stré.lia.- 'Ed's_ collection of Texana and all ofhh_is family,I_H'éd seeﬁ

~Sunday at the art show. : : If there had been any talk about Texas politics,

- it was not while I was _tﬁere and I did h_ot raise it because I had hé.d my

A O

- share of touchy questions for the day. Chief Mills gavé me a massage -

é,nci I went to bed, .
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