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THURSDAY, JANUARY 25

T he c ity  w a s in. a s ta te  o f te n s io n  that had b een  m ounting  

e v e r  s in c e  M onday w hen N orth  K orea  had s e iz e d  our sh ip , th e  

P u eb lo . N e v e r th e le s s ,  m y  f ir s t  appointm ent o f th e day w as a  

happy on e. I c a lle d  B eth  P o r te r  P e r m in e r  who I had run in to  th e  

day b e fo r e  a t th e  opening o f th e  W om an's N ation al D e m o cr a tic  Club 

and a sk ed  her and her husband to  co m e by and have c o ffe e  w ith  m e . 

W e m e t in  th e  W est H all at 2:30 and it  w as ju st  a s  though w e had 

sa id  goodbye th e  day b e fo r e . We hadn't even  co m e to  a  p e r io d  or 

^  com m a b e c a u se  w e w e r e  both fu ll of q u estio n s about each  o th e r ’s

ch ild ren  and fr ie n d s . Lynda had sta y ed  w ith  her in  J a c k so n v ille  

w h en  sh e w a s cou rtin g  B e r n ie . She looked  p r e tt ie r  and h ap p ier  than  

sh e  did ten  y e a r s  ago and it  i s  such  a p le a su r e  to  b e  a b le  to  sa y  th a t. 

We ch atted  fo r  n ea r ly  an hour and then I w orked  w ith  A shton  and  

M a rily n . B e s s  ca m e  o v er  and w e  w orked  on g u est l i s t s ,  having lunch  

■ o n t r a y s ,

S o m ew h ere  in  th e  m orn in g  the new s ca m e  to  m e  th at Lyndon  

had c a lle d  up th e  R e s e r v is t s ,  A ir  F o r c e  and N a v y --  about fo u rteen  

thousand o f th e m — for  a c t iv e  duty, an a n sw er  p a r tia l to  th e  N orth  

K o rea n s  s e iz in g  our sh ip . Lynda b r e ez e d  through th e room  sa y in g , 

"W ell, I ju st  a sk ed  Chuck i f  he w anted m e  to  pack w a rm  c lo th e s  fo r

V ietn a m  or co ld  c lo th e s  for  K orea?  " If sh e  cou ld  ju s t  m a in ta in  that



b ra v e  fron t fo r  a y e a r . I w ould be a s  r e lie v e d  a s  e v e r y  m oth.er 

of a s e r v ic e m a n .

A t o n e ,  I w ent o v er  to  the sw ea r in g  in  in  th e  C abin et R oom  

of J e r r e  W illia m s as C hairm an o f th e A d m in is tra tiv e  C o n feren ce . : 

M ary P e a r l  i s  p r e tt ie r  than e v e r , v ery  b londe now. I w e lco m ed  

th em  aboard  and w hat a day to  be jo in in g  the G overn m en t. I to ld  

th em  so m eo n e  had dropped out b e c a u se  o f i l ln e s s  on th e  d in ner fo r  

to n ig h t and w ould th ey  lik e  to  c o m e . T hey w ould .

. B ack  on th e secon d  f lo o r  I ta lk ed  w ith  Lynda about th e r e p a ir s  

w e a r e  doing to  th e c h ild re n 's  bath at th e ranch . How m y  h ea rt d oes  

tu rn  th e r e . Then I w orked  w ith  A sh ton . And L iz ca m e  o v e r  look ing  

l ik e  th e  sk y  had fa lle n  i n , . S e c r e ta r y  G ard n er's r es ig n a tio n  had been  

a.nnounced and th e  V iet Cong w e r e  attack ing  at K hesanh in  w hat looked  

lik e  m ig h t be a m a jo r  o ffe n s iv e . We w e r e  badly outnum bered th er e . 

What a  day! O f c o u r se , I had had f iv e  days to  ab sorb  th e sh ock  and  

p ain  o f G a rd n er's  r es ig n a tio n .

W hen w e  fin ish ed  w ith  le t te r s  and in v ita tio n s and a n sw e r s  to  

l i t t le  p ie c e s  of p a p er , I sh oved  back fro m  m y d esk  and w ent o v e r  to  

th e  EOB fo r  tw o fa s t  hard g a m es of b ow lin g. T hey do help . B ack  

u p sta ir s , Jean  L ou is gave m e  a v e r y  fan cy  up hairdo and I put on a
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t-"  ’ gold  feama. d r e s s  brought to m e  b y  C h ief o f S ta te , m ad e up by A d ele

. S im p son , and fa r e d  fo r th  to  th e  f ir s t  b ig  d in ner of 1968, w ith  I hope.
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a b ra v e  fro n t w ith  a sin k in g  h eart on an u n au sp ic iou s even in g  a s  

cou ld  b e . F ir s t ,  I did a few  p ic tu r e s . I sh a ll do th is  b efore , each  , 1  u;..

m a jo r  d inner so  if ,  ju st by ch an ce , I should get one or tw o of th e  

even in g  d r e s s  p ic tu r e s  w ith  w h ich  to  an sw er  r e q u e s ts , ra th er  than  

sen d in g  out su ch  old  o n e s . And then  into the Y ellow  R oom  to  m e e t  

th e  honor g u e s t , H ubert and M u rie l, th e Sp eak er and M iss  H a r r ie t ,

- and th e C h ief J u s t ic e  and M r s .■ W arren . I a lw ays think o f th is  a s  .

a so r t  of fa m ily  p a r ty  and how e a sy  it  i s  to  fo r g e t  that th e  C hief 

J u s t ic e  i s  a m e m b er  of the o th er  P o l it ic a l  P a r ty . T h is  d in ner has  

^   ̂ a  v e r y  d ifferen t f e e l  fr o m  one honoring th e  C h ief o f S ta te . The

honor g u e s ts  u p sta ir s  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of th e ir  f a m i l i e s - -  H ubert 

and M u r ie l's  fou r ch ild ren  and th e ir  sp o u se s , Skip and N ancy L e e ,

Bob and D onna,. N ancy  and B ru ce , who has lo s t  so m e  g rea t am ount 

s in c e  our v is i t  out th e r e  in  S ep tem b er and look s ju s t  g rea t and cute r

l it t le  Doug H um phrey and h is date Jan T hom pson , w h o se  b lack  e y e s  

w e r e  dancin g th e  w h o le  even in g . F o r  th e Speaker and M rs . M cC orm ack , 

th e r e  w a s h is  han d som e nephew , Ed M cC orm ack , J r . , and h is  p re tty  

w ife . M iss  H a r r ie t  i s  so  m u ch m o r e  fe e b le  than I have e v e r  n oticed  

her b e fo r e . T he C hief J u s t ic e  and M rs. W arren^ had th e ir  ch ild ren ,

Dorothy, and M r. and M rs . D a ile y .

I found m y s e lf  ta lk in g  too  fa s t  and too m uch in  a so r t  o f 

attem p t to  com b at th e  g lo o m  th at th e  tr o u b le s  of th e  day brough t
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down. W hen th e  Honor Guard ca m e  in , and th is  i s  th e  f ir s t  t im e  

I can r em em b er  that it has hot b een  led  by Chuck, I m is s e d  h im - -  

m o v ed  l e s s  s k illfu lly . T h ere  w a s  so m eth in g  l e s s  than that b a lle t  . 

p r e c is io n . W e fo llo w ed  th em  d o w n sta irs . I, go ing w ith  m y  husband  

th is  t im e , w ith  th e  Sp eak er and M iss  H a rr ie t usin g  th e  e le v a to r ,  

but jo in in g  us at th e foot of th e  s tep s  fo r  p ic tu r e s . And then  w e  

m a rch ed  on in  and ju st  a s  w e  rea ch ed  th e  door an  u n p reced en ted  

th ing  happened. T he room  b u rst in to  spontaneous a p p la u se . N ev er  

b e fo r e  has i t  happened that I can  r em em b er , e ith er  to  us or any  

oth er  P r e s id e n t  w ith in  m y  k n ow led ge.

W e stood  in  l in e - -  th is  t im e  in  th e m id d le  of th e  ro o m  in  

fro n t of th e  s t a g e - -  and th e  g u e s ts ,  n e a r ly  190, f ile d  by, a ll  ch o sen  

to  do honor to  our th r e e  h o n o re e s . T he w h ole  C ourt, and r e t ir e d  

J u s t ic e s  R eed  and C lark w e r e  in v ited  b e c a u se  th is  w a s a s p e c ia l  

night fo r  th e ir  C h ief and fo r  th e  V ic e  P r e s id e n t . T he w h ole  C abinet 

w as in v ite d . T he G ardners had r e g r e tte d  e a r ly , ev en  b e fo r e  he had 

ta lk ed  to  Lyndon. And the U d a lls  r eg r e tte d . I w on d ered  if  it  w e r e  

s ig n ifica n t. S om eon e to ld  m e  th at he w as doing a tap e fo r  a joh n n y  

C a rso n  show  and Lynda sa id  he w a s  on th e p ro g ra m  to  p a s s  out th e  

aw ard s at a YMCA dinner sh e  w a s atten d ing. N ancy T row b rid ge  

had c a lle d  la te  in  th e day to  r e g r e t  fo r  both o f th em . He had been  

h o sp ita liz e d  w ith  c h e s t  p a in s . Y our m ind  le a p s  to  a h ea rt a tta ck



and you do not know how s e r io u s . That is  another b lack  note 

of th is  b lack  d ay. .

From , th e  Senate th e r e  w a s M ilton  Young and M a rg a ret .

C h ase  Sm ith  look ing corriposed and s e r e n e , a s  a lw a y s , and the  

P h il  H arts  o f M ich igan . But th e r e  w e r e  a lo t of r e g r e ts  fr o m  the  

S en ate . T h ere  w e r e  tw o G overn ors - -  H ughes of N ew  J e r s e y  (th ey  

w e r e  our h ou se  g u e s ts )  and th e  K in gs o f New H am p sh ire . She never  

lo s e s  an opportunity  to  sa y  so m eth in g  n ice  to  m e  about how m u ch  

h er husband th in k s o f m y  husband. A lso  am ong th e G overn ors  

th ere , had b een  s e v e r a l  r e g r e t s .

A s  th e  g u e s ts  w ent down th e  lin e  I s e n se d  so m eth in g  of w hat 

I su p p o se  is  th e  fe e lin g  of th e  country . One p r e s s e d  m y  hand. A n oth er  

m u rm u red  " w e  a-’f® pra.ying for  you. " A nother I think tr ie d  to  con vey  

sym p ath y  and understan ding w ith  a look . I do not think it  had any  

p a r tic u la r  r e fe r e n c e  to  Lyndon and Lady B ird  Johnson . I think it  

s im p ly  m ea n t that you a r e  th e P r e s id e n t  and w e know it  i s  tough and 

w e a r e  in  it  w ith  you.

T he H ouse of R e p r e se n ta tiv e s  w as h ere  in  so m e  fo r c e , th e  

S p ea k er ’s le a d e r s  C arl A lb ert and H ale B oggs and the o p p o sitio n  

le a d e r  J e r r y  F o r d - -  B etty  look in g  v ery  p retty , the H eads of 

C'--' . C o m m itte es  lik e  G eorge M ahon and M endel R iv e r s , W ilbur M ills  had

r e g r e tte d , a s iz e a b le  con tin gen t of th o se  w ith  s e n io r ity , su ch  a s

• T hursday , January 25 (Continued)
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W right P a tm a n . I had in v ited  h is  s i s t e r  to  co m e  w ith  h im  and 

sh e  and W right w e r e , I th ink, th e tw o h ap p iest p eop le  in  th e  room , 

w h ich  p le a se d  m e  v e r y  m u ch  to 'm a k e  p o s s ib le .  Som e G overnm ent 

- -  th e r e  w e r e  th e  L aw son  K notts and the A rthur Okuns. He i s  to  be  

th e  new head of th e C oun cil of E con om ic  A d v is e r s . And fr o m  L abor,

I. W. A b el o f th e  S tee lw o rk ers  and Josep h  K eenan and ubiquitous 

G eo rg e  M eany an d -M rs. M eany-and the Jam es S u ffr id g es . The 

m o s t  r e g a l lig h t of th e  entertainm e nt w o r ld - -  H elen  H ayes w as th e r e .. 

I put her at m y  ta b le  and D avid  M er r ick  and A lexan d er  S ch n eid er , 

th e  c o n c er t v io lin is t .  Two of th e m o s t  a ttra c tiv e  m en  w e r e  Edwin 

E th erin g ton , th e  P r e s id e n t  o f W esley a n  U n iv e r s ity , and Edw ard  

B en n ett W illia m s.

T h e r e  w as qu ite a p r e s s  con tin gen t, the W illia m  R andolph  

H u r sts , our old  fr ie n d s  th e M a rsh a ll M cN e ils , our old  fr ien d  and  

o ft - t im e s  c r i t ic .  D rew  P e a r so n  and L u v ie , V ic to r  R e is e l  w ith  his 

dark  g la s s e s  lea n in g  on h is w ife 's  arm ’, th e  W alker T roh ans and I 

got to  t e l l  h is  w ife  fa c e  to  fa c e  w hat he had sa id  about b e in g  m a r r ie d  . 

fo r  fo r ty  y e a r s .  That w a s  at th e  P r e s s  d in ner at W illia m sb u rg  

and an  a c co la d e  fo r  any w om an. The B il l  W hites w e r e  th e r e , our 

old fr ie n d s  th e  H unter M cL ea n s, fr o m  T e x a s , and s e v e r a l  both fro m  

high p o s it io n s  and s ta ff  that w e  had a sk ed  the la s t  m in u te w hen p eop le
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had dropped out b e c a u se  of i l l n e s s - -  th e  C lark  C liffo rd s , th e  

E rn ie  G o ld ste in s , th e John .C ro o k ers , th e  J im  R o w es . I th ink  

B etty  B e a le 's  e s t im a te  w a s fa ir . T he m ood  w as w a rm  and fr ien d ly , 

but not gay . I found m y s e lf  pu sh ing a g a in st th e  w a ll o f g lo o m  hoping  

th at I cou ld  r e a s s u r e ,  help m ak e it  a good even in g . Of c o u r se , I 

w a s lu ck y  a t m y  ta b le . The V ice  P r e s id e n t  a lw ays s it s  at m y  r igh t  

th e r e  and he has that g o ld en  g ift of h ap p in ess and in  m ak in g  th o se  

around h im  happy, M r s . K ing, th e  w ife  of th e G overn or, w a s next 

and th en  th e  C hief J u s t ic e  and H elen  H ayes and M r. S ch n eid er  and th en  

M rs. H u rst, v e r y  s l im  and v e r y  e leg a n tly  d r e s s e d  and J im  R ow e . 

and th en  M rs . M cC orm ack  and th e S p eak er. It w as a good ta b le  fo r  

ta lk . S ta rs  though th ey  w e r e - -  H e ley  H ayes and M r. S ch n eid er , 

r e a lly  had to  bow  to H ubert th is  even in g . He w as te ll in g  ta le s  o f the  

sta g e  that had b een  begun on th e ir  s id e  o f  th e ta b le  about h is  fa th er  

in  th e  l i t t le  tow n of H uron, South D akota, I b e lie v e  i t  i s ,  w h ere  he w a s  

b orn  and r a ise d . He u sed  to  buy t im e  on th e radio to  rea d  p o e tr y . .

H is w ife  w ould  fu s s  a t h im  fo r  w a stin g  th e fa m ily 's  m o n ey  w h ich  w a sn 't  

p len tifu l and he w ould sa y , "but th ey  need it .  " The ta le s  o f how he  

w ould  go o n ce  a  y ea r  to  C hicago or N ew  Y ork to  hear grand op era  or  

c o n c e r ts , o f how th e  w h o le  fa m ily  w ould be c a lle d  on to g iv e  th e ir  

op in ion s on so m e  pu b lic  i s s u e .  We a ll  m ou rn ed  th e  p a s s in g  o f r e a l

1968 ;
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c o n v e r sa tio n  and w a s it  TV  that k il le d  it  or w hat happened to  

fa m ily  l i f e .  It w a s a l iv e ly  fun even in g .

; Lyndon m ad e th e  f ir s t  to a s t  p ayin g  tr ib u te  to  th e  A m e r ica n  

s y s te m  of ch eck s  and b a la n c e s . H e sa id  th e r e  have b een  t im e s  

in  our h is to r y  w hen ch eck  and b a lan ce  r e a lly  m ean t stop  and  

f r e e z e  and th en  w ent on to  sa y  th at a fter  th e  stron g  op in ions have  

b een  a ir e d , p eo p le  w ant p r o g r e s s .  T hey want ch eck s and b a la n ces  

and th en  th ey  w ant forw ard  m o v em en t. H u b ert's  to a s t , s e e m e d  to  

m e - -  and I w a s r igh t by h im --  w a s co m p le te ly  w ithout n o tes and 

 ̂ the. w a r m e s t  and p e r so n a l one end w ith  a sk in g  us to  r a is e  our g la s s e s

in  tr ib u te  to  a m an  who i s  f ir m  and r e so lu te , stro n g  and kind, and 

g o v ern s  w ith  c o m p a ss io n . A s a lw a y s , w hen the Sp eaker r o s e  I w as  

s u r p r ise d . F r o m  th at f r a i l  and ag in g  body, h o llo w -ey e d  g r a y -  

th atch ed  head, th e r e  em erg ed  th is  stro n g , p o w erfu l, su r e  v o ic e .

H e i s  tr u ly  a  p r o fe s s io n a l and he g e n e ro u sly  in clu d ed  a l l  o f L yndon's  

fa m ily  in  h is  to a s t .  T he C h ief J u s t ic e 's  th em e  w as unity in  p e r ilo u s  

t im e s .  And th en  w e w e r e  o ff to  th e  R ed R oom  o r  th e  h a ll or  th e  G reen  

R oom  fo r  c o ffe e  and liq u eu rs and v e r y  sh o r tly  in to  th e E a st  R oom . I 

had a lr ea d y  gotten  tw o lo o k s  fr o m  Lyndon th at sa id  h u rry . I 

in trod u ced  th e en terta in m en t fo r  th e  even ing , ra th er  la m e ly , and w e  

laun ch ed  in to  about th ir ty  m in u tes  of "I D o, I  D o” - G ordon M acR ae  

and C a ro l L a w ren ce  that ranks am on g th e  b e s t  en ter ta in m en t w e

T h u rsd ay , January 25 (Continued)
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have had in. th e  W hite H ou se . R eg re tta b ly , h ow ever, you cannot 

e x c e r p t th ir ty  m in u tes  fr o m  th is  p la y  that la s ts  w e ll  o v er  tw o  

hours and r e ta in  th e  fu ll ex q u is ite  b a la n ce  of h ap p in ess and fu ss in g .  

T onight i t  w a s  a  t r i f le  heavy on th e  fu ss in g  s id e . E ven  so , i t  w as  

a good an ecd o te  fo r  th e day, a fa r  c r y  fro m  a ll  th e  w o r r ie s  that 

th e s e  m en  had brpught in to  th at ro o m .

T he S p eak er and M iss  H a rr ie t b egan  an exodus a s  so o n  as  

the; en ter ta in m en t w as o ver  and L yndon w ent u p sta ir s  a l i t t le  b e fo r e  

tw e lv e . I th ink every b o d y  could un derstan d  b e c a u se  he did look  gray  

; _ and w ea.ry. He had had hardly any s le e p  fo r  tw o n igh ts b e fo r e ,

but th e r e  w a s one ligh t touch to  th e  even in g  though. A be and A lex a n d er  

S ch n eid er  took  tw o v io lin s  fro m  th e  M arin e O rch estra  and b egan  to  

p la y  a b it o f M o za rt. Lyndon, about to  d ep art, lean ed  o v e r  to  G eo rg e  

M eany and sa id , "Do you reck on  A be has a U nion ca rd ? "

Lynda and Chuck ca m e fr o m  th e  YM CA d inner w h e r e  i t  tu rn ed  

out Chuch had to  p r e se n t the aw ard . O th ers exp ected  to  d idn't sh ow .

I, to o , le f t  a  l i t t le  p a st tw e lv e  and found Lyndon and th e  H ughes  

having a n ight cap in  th e W est H a ll. I sa t down w ith  th em , Lyndon  

d isa p p ea red  soon  but I sta y ed  and w e  ta lk ed  until n ea r ly  on e . I a m  so  

glad  to  have p eo p le  of th at c a lib r e  and s k il l  in  th e  p o lit ic a l f ie ld . And 

\ hum or and good com m on s e n se  a r e  high on the l i s t  of th e ir



c h a r a c t e r is t ic s ,  to m y  th inking. T hey se e m e d  r e a lly  p le a s e d  to  

be in  th e  Q u een 's R oom . I su g g e ste d  that the G overnor m ig h t step  

a c r o s s  the. h a ll in to  th e L in co ln  R oom , i f  he w ish ed . T hen I bid  

th em  goodnight and c a lle d  i t  an end to th is  tough day.
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c

. . . . . . . I


