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 THURSDAY, JANUARY 25

The city was in’ a.staf':e"of tension that had heen mounting
P o efrer smce.Monday when North Korea had se1zed our sh1h, the
Pueblo. Nevertheless ‘rn'y flfst appomtment of the day was a o
| _happy one, I called Beth Por’te.r .Pernnlner who 1 had run 1nto the - -
day before at the opening of~the Woman'sv National Democratie Club-
and asked her and her husband to come by‘ and have coffee w1th me,
' We met in the West Hall at 2:30 and it was Just as though we had
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. sa1d goodbye the day before. We hadn't even come to a penod or

( - .. comma because we were both full of questions about each other's

children and friends.' Lynda had stayed with her in Jacksonv111e |
‘when she was courtmg Berme. She looked prettler and happler than -
she did ten years ago andrit is such a 'pleasure to be able to say‘that.

3 W_e chatted for nearly an hour and then I worked with Ashton and_ .

: Ma'riylyn. Bess came over and we worked on 'guest‘ lists, having lunch

 ontrays.
, Sor_newhere ih' the mofning the news came to ‘;rne that L;rndon g
: ; had oall'ed‘ un the Reser\}is‘ts, Au' f“orce and Navy-'-' abont fouiteen~
o th_onsand 'of‘ them—'-— for active duty, ‘an._answe‘r. partial to ‘th'e North |
Koreans seizing ‘OLIII' 'ship. | Lyhda. breezed‘through Athe.' room saying,
, i"\l‘v"ell, I jdst asked Chuck if-he wanted me to‘ ’p:ack' .wa:rfn‘:clothes rfor :

* Vietnam or cold clothes for Korea?' If she could just maintain that.
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' brave'frbnt for a year. I would be as relieved as every mother

of a serviceman,

At one, I went over to the sweéring in in the Cabinet Room

of Jerre Williams as 'Chai‘rman of the 'Admih‘istrative Conference.

Mary Pearl is prettier than ever, very blonde now. I;welc.omed

 them aboard and what a.~dz;ly to be joining the Government. Itold -

them someone had dropped out because of illness on the dinner fb:

. -tonight and WOﬁld they like to come. They would.

. Back on the secqnd.ﬂoorAI talked with’Ly-.nc'la about the repairs

‘we ér_e doing to the children's bath at the r}anch.\' How my heart does

tuarn thére.. 'Then I worked with Ashton, And Liz came over looking 4

like the sky had fallen in, . Secretéry Gardner's’ r,esignétion had been

announced and the Viet Cong were _atta.ckirig at ﬁhesanh in what looked

like might be a major' offensive, We were badly outnumberéd there. .

What a day! Of course, I had had five 'ciays to absorb the shock and

. pain of Gardner's resignation,

When we ‘finishe'c'l'\‘;v‘ii:h letters and invitationé and answers to
little pieces of paper, I shoved back from my desk and went over to
the EOB for two fast hai'.d'_gameé of bowling. They do help. Back

upstairs, Jean Louis gave me a‘v.ery fancy up.'hairdo and I put ona

.gold L:a?a\&% dress brought to me by Chief of State, made up by Adele

) Simpsoh, and fared forth to the firs.t big dinner of 1968, with I hope,
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" a brave front with a sinking heart on an unauspicious evening as

S conld be. First, I did a few pictures. - I shall do this before each .

major dinner so if, justby' chance, 1.should get one or two of the

A‘.e\'r'e_ning.dr_es"s v’pi‘c.tnres with which to answer requests, rather than

‘ j‘s‘ending out Such old ones. ‘And then into the Yellow Room to meet N

‘.the honor guest Hubert and Muriel, the Speaker and Miss Harrlet
. and the Ch1ef Justme and M—rs. Warren., -I» always-thmk of this as ;

-a sort of family party and how easy it is to forget that the Chief

. Justice is 2 member of' the other Political Party, This dinner has -

'a'very different feel from one honoring the Chief of State.‘»_ The
" honor guests upstairs were members of their'families_'-— Hubert

" and Muriel's four childre_n and their spouses, Skip and Nancy Lee,

Bob and Donna;. Nancy‘and Bruce, who has lost some great amount-

- since our Vieit out there in September and looks jnst-great and cute

‘httle Doug Humphrey and h1s date Jan Thompson, whose black eyes i

',were danc1ng the whole evenmg For the Speaker and Mrs, McCormack

.;..;llthere was h1s handsome nephew, Ed McCormack Jr., and h1s pretty ”

w1fe. M1ss Harrlet is .so much more feeble thanI have ever notlced

' her ."before. The Ch1ef Justlce and Mrs Warren had the1r chlldren,

Dorothy, and Mr. and Mrs. Da11ey.

I found myself talking too fast and too much in a_ sort of

! attempt to vcombat the gloorn that the tronbleé of the dafy 'b_‘rought, :
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down. When the Honor Guard came in, and this is the first time |
- I can remember that it has not bee_n led by Chuck,_ I missed him--
- moved lress ’sk_illfully'. There Was some'tvhing less than that.ballet B

' pfecision. We féllow}ved them downstairs, I, .going with rﬁy husBand

this time, with the 'Spéaker and Miss Harriet using the elevatbr,‘,
but joining us at the foot of the steps for pictures. ‘And then we

marched on in and just as we reached the door an unprecedented

' » ‘thing happened. The room burst into spontaneous aPpla\iSe. Never .

- before has it haPpened that I can remember, either to us or any

~ We stood in line~~ this time in the middle of the room in

front of the, stage-- and the guésts, nearly 190, filed by, all chosen _

t6 do Honor to our three hOnor.ees. The whole Court, ' ahd retired

1 Justices Reed and Clark were invited because this was a special -
: ’pighf for their Chief and for the Vice President, The whole Cébinet -
. was invited,. '-The'Gardner_s ha.d regretted early, even before_hé had

" talked to Lyndon. And the ﬁdails regretted. I wondered if it were

signvificant.. Sozhebne; told me that he was doing a tape for a J'ohnny‘

‘Carson show and Lynda said he was on the pfogramto pvass out the

awards at a YMCA dinner she was attending., Nancy Trowbridge

had called late in the day to regret for both of them. He had been

hospitalized with chest pains. Your mind‘lea?s to a heart attack
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and you do not know how serious. That is ‘another black note

‘. of th1s black day.

S From the Senate there was M11ton Young and Margaret

. _S;Chase Sm1th lookmg composed and serene, as always, and the

Ph11 Harts of Mlchlgan. But there_were a lot of regrets from the
Senate. There were two Governors -- Hughes of New Jersey (they

were our house guest_s) and th_e Kings of New Hampshire. She nev_er ’

loses an opportunity to say sornething nice to me about how r_nuch

' . her husband thinks of my husband.’ Also among the Governors'

. there had been -severalb'r_egrets. -

' As the guests went down the line I sensed something of what

_murmured 'we are praymg for. you. " Another I thmk tr1ed to convey

) 'syrnpathy and understandmg w1th a look I do not think it had any'
| _v;partlcular reference to Lyndon and Lady Bird'Johnson.' I thmk 11:
‘ ’.'V,S).mply meant that you are the Pre51dent and we know it is tough and

- we are in it with you.-'-

The House of Representat1ves was here in some force, the

iSpeaker s leaders Carl Albert and Hale Boggs and the 0pp051t1on

"~ leader Jerry Ford-- Betty look1ng very pretty, the Heads of
. Cornnnttees hke George Ma.hon and Mendel Rlvers Wllbur M1lls had

» regretted, a sizeable contmgent of those with senxonty, such as
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‘ W‘rig.ht Patman. I had invited his sister to come with him and

-she and Wright were, I think, the two happiest people in the i-oom, .

which pleased”me véry much to make "poss’ibl_g.j; Some Government B

- _'.".‘.‘ there were the Lawson'Kno'tts and the Arthur Ok_u‘nvs. ' He is to be.

the new h."éa'd of the Council of Economic Advisers. And from Labor,

I. W. Abel of the Steelworkers and Joseph Keenan and ubiquitous

AGeorge-Méany and-Mrs, Mear;y:»é.nd the Jarnes Su.fffidges. "I‘he'.
m'ob.st regal light of the en’certa.ivnme nt wori&-- Helen I-_Ia.yes was f:he;re..
v ‘I‘-put her alt my table a.nd.D‘av.vvid.Merrick and Alexaﬁder Schﬁeidér, 'i

' ‘:the qonce.;ci; violiﬁi-s',t;. ‘Tvs./o'c.:.f' the._inost attr.a.ctive‘ ;ne?x \'vei-‘e Edwm

: therington, the President of Wesleyé,n .University, va.nd Edward

Benhett Williams .

'~ There was quite a.“pr.ess,c_ontingeni‘:,' the William Randolph‘ . -
" Hursts, ogr :oldA ‘fri.e'pd; th; Mafshall McN.eils, .our old fr’ien-d and _
6f§-timés critic, Drew Pearson and Luv1e, Vicfof Reisel w‘i'th'-:hisi- '
dark glasses lea,ni'ngl‘é‘uif hi‘s‘v\:yf'fe‘s arm, tl)‘:evWaflker. Trohan.s-ar.ld‘l
got toMtéll bi‘..é.wif;e faé§ to ?épe what hé_ﬁadI. ‘said abéut; }Seing. rvr;‘afr.ie_.;i S
v lfoz_-ifort.yu,‘y,:ea._,’rs‘. 'I‘ﬁaﬁ wé.é .at the Prvesvs d_inn'er’at Williamsburg,' ' o

ahd an aécolade for any woman. The Bill Whites were there, our

old friends the Hunter McLeans, from Tekas, and sevéral botﬁ. from

» high pbsitions and staff that we had asked the last minute when people
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_had dropped out be_ca.use of illness-- the Clark Cliffords, the

Ernie Goldsteins, the John,,Cz':ookers; ‘the Jim Rowes. I-think_;- ‘

Betty Beale‘s estirriate Was fair. The mood was warm and frien.dly',‘%

Lbut not gay. I found myself pushmg agalnst the wall of gloom hopmg
' v'that I could reassure, help make it a good evemng. f Of course,' I

. was lucky at my table. The Vice Pre31 dent always sits at my rlght

there and he has that golden glft of happmess and in makmg those

' 'around h1m happy, les_. King, the- wife of thegGovern‘or,‘ was ne;gt '
‘ and then the éhiet’ Justiee and Heien Hajes _and Mr, ‘Svchneidea" an‘d‘the.n il
| .Mrs. 'Hur_st, very'slin't and uery: velegantllyf' dres.sedand.]'im Hoﬁue . |
| "and then Mr.s.: McCormaek and the Spveaker.’» .It _'\h'as a good tablefor
jtalk Stars though they were~- Heley Hayes and Mr, Schne1der, ‘
: really had to bow to Hubert this evenmg. He was tellmg tales of the
. stage that had been begun on their side of the table about his.fath'er'

- in the little town ofHu}ron, South Dakota, I believe it is, where he was -

born‘and raised. - He ueed to buy time on the radio to read ‘poetry.

H1s w1fe would fuss at h1m for wastmg the fam11y s money whlch wasn't

' p1ent1fu1 and he would say, ""but they need 1t " The tales of how he

would go once a year to Chlcago or New York to hear grand 0pera or |

. concerts, of how the whole fam11y would be called_ on to give the1r .

opinions on some public issue., We all mourned the passing of real
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conversation and was it TV that killed it or what happened to
famil_y life. It was a’live.ly; fun evening.

Lyndon made the:f‘irst toast paying tribute to the American

system of checks and balaln'ces. He said there have been times .-

in our history when check and balance really meant stop and

. freeze and then w'ent,on to say that after the strong opinions have .

b‘een aired, people want progress. They want checks and balances

: and;th_en they Want forward movement. Hubert's toast, 'seemed to.
' »-me‘-_- and I v.va's r:ight by him-- lwa,-s completeiy w.ithout notesand
.the..Warmest .and personal one end wi..th.aski.ng us.to raise our 'glasses
‘ i;n'}tribute to ‘a man WhO. ds firm and résblute, ~strong andvkind, and. '
- g:ove'rns wdth eompassion._ As.always, whenv the Speaker r.ovse‘i‘ \tras :
o surpnsed ‘From that fra11 and aging body, hollow eyed gray->
: thatched head there emerged th1s strong, powerful ‘sure Vo1ce. ‘
' :Y,I-‘.Ie-i’struly a,professional and he genero"usl’y included ail of Lyndon's
family mhls :toast. The C.href sttme s theme was unrty in perllous .
'»-."times. _ And then Vre were off to the Red Room or the hall or the Green

Room for coffee and 11queurs and very shortly. into the East Room. I

had already gotten two looks from Lyndon that said hurry. I
introdueed the entertainment for the ‘evening, rather lamely, and we
launched into about thirty minutes of ''I Do,A I Do" B Gordon MacRae

a.nd Carol Lawrence that ranks among the best enterta;mment we-
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haye'.had in the White House.r Regrettably, however, you canunot

! ex'c‘er'-pf thirty minutes from this play that lasts well over two
‘hoursand retain the full exquis'ite balance of happines's and fus.s-ing.‘ |

',"I‘:onight it ov:vvas a trifle heavy on the fussing side. Even so, it was

a b'good anecdote for the "day, a far cry from all the worries that

these men had brought into that room,

- The _Speaker and'Miss Harriet began an exodus as soon as’

. ”c':he; entertainment was over :a.nd Lyndon went'upstairs a little.before
‘twevlve. I thmk everybody could understand because he did look gray
‘a,nd weary. He had had hardly any sleep for two n1ghts before,

.but there was one‘11ght tOuch to the evenmg though. Abe and Alexa.nd’er» |

' Schne1der took two v1ol1ns from the Marine Orchestra a.nd began to

play a b1t of Mozart Lyndon, about to. depart, leaned over to George

, Mea.ny and said "Do you reckon'Abe has a‘Union card'? "
LYnda and Chuck came from the YMCA drnner where it turned - -
»out Chuch had to present the award. Others expected to dldn‘t show. :
- I too, left 2 11ttle past twelve and found Lyndon and the Hughes | |
havmg a n1ght cap in the West Hall. I sat down w1th‘th.em. 'Lyndon
: disappeared_ soon bnt‘I stayed and we talked untit nearly on’e. I am s.o
| -g;;d to have_people of that calibre and skill in the political field. ;'A-nd

humor and,good common senSe are high on the list of their
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characteristics, to my thinking., They seemed reé.lly‘ pleased to

: -.Be in the Queen's Roo.rh.. ~I suggested tha.t the vaernor might step :

across the. hall 1nto the meoln Room, if he w1shed Then I b1d

»v':b"them goodmght and ca.lled it'an end to th1s tough day. i




