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T h is  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  s o r t  o f a  b e n ch  m a r k  d ay , in  the  h i s to r y  o f the  

L y n d o n  Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y .

B u t f i r s t ,  e a r ly  in  the m o rn in g , Liz; c am e  o v e r  a n d  we ta lk e d  a b o u t m y  

a tte n d in g  F o r d  T h e a t r e .  I  h a d  d e c id e d  a g a in s t  i t  ovei!.- the  w e ek e n d . I  w il l  

beciLeaving f o r  A u s tin  a t  s e v e n . I  do n o t know  w h e th e r  i t  i s  the  r ig h t  d e c is io n .

I  w o u ld  h a v e  a d o r e d  b e in g  th e r e  a t  the  o p en in g , b u t i t  i s  q u ite  a  m ix . F o r d ’s 

. T h e a t r e  a n d  i t s  h i s to r y ,  a n d  su c h  v o la t i le  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  H a r r y  B e la fo n te , 

d is c ip le  o f S to k ley  C a r m ic h a e l ,  I*m to ld ; a n d  a t  l e a s t  tw o o r  th r e e  o th e r  

m i l i t a n t  a n t i - w a r  f ig u r e s  am o n g  the  p e r f o r m e r s  - I  m ig h t ju s t  m e s s  u p  th e  

o p en in g , so  I  am  n o t go ing . . : . .

B u t the  im p o r ta n t  m e e t in g  of the  d ay , b e g a n  a t  10 o ’c lo c k  in  the  m o rn in g . 

F i r s t ,  a  s e s s io n  in  the  L in c o ln  S ittin g  R o o m , f o r  D r . S tan to n  a n d  D r , G r o v e r ,  

w ith  D o ro th y  a n d  J u a n i ta  s i t t in g  i n .

I  ta lk e d  to D r . S tan to n  a b o u t the a c q u is i t io n  o f n e tw o rk  p r o g r a m s  a t  w h ic h  

the  P r e s id e n t  a p p e a r e d ,  d o c u m e n ta r ie s ,  s t r a te g ic  to  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  a n d  

h is  a im s,- a n d  the  b ig  e v e n ts  of the  t im e s .  O n ly  h e , S tan to n , a t  C BS, k e e p s  

a  f i lm  l i b r a r y ,  an d  r e g u la r ly  se n d s  to  u s ,  a  co p y  of th e  m o s t  g e rm a in e  th in g s  

fo r  o u r  ow n L B J  L ib r a r y .  Now the q u e s tio n  i s ,  how  to a c q u ir e  th em  f ro m  

the  o th e r  tw o n e tw o rk s  - th e y  a r e  e x p e n s iv e ; i t  w ill  m e a n  d ig g in g  b a c k . We 

a r e  m u c h  m o r e  l ik e ly  to g e t th e m  to m a k e  an d  g ive  u s  c o p ie s  o f e v e ry th in g  

f ro m  now  on , th a n  to  go to  the e x p e n se  a n d  the  r e s e a r c h  o f w o rk in g  b a c k w a rd  

Q  f ro m  J a n u a r y  o f  *68, to  N o v e m b e r o f '6 3 .

D r . G r o v e r  w ill  p r e p a r e  an  in v e n to ry  o f th o se  we h a v e , a n d  th o se  w e
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w a n t.  H e w ill  s e n d  i t  to  D r . S tan to n , an d  D r. S ta n to n  w ill  e x p la in to  the  

o th e r  n e tw o rk s ,  w h a t w e w an t an d  g e t a n  a n s w e r  f ro m  th e m . If the  

a n s w e r  i s  n o , so m eh o w  w e m u s t  fin d  the  m o n ey .

A nd I  h o p e  w e c a n  e v e n  in c lu d e  so m e  of the  p r o g r a m s  th a t  I  h a v e  

a p p e a r e d 'i n .  : O c c a s io n a lly , f a r  f ro m  a lw a y s , th ey  s e n d  u s  a  co p y .

T h e n  a t  11,- w e m o v e d  in to  the T r e a ty  R o o m , w h ich  I th in k  of v e r y

p e r s o n a l ly ,  a s  m y  B o a rd  of D ir e c to r s  ro o m , w e ll  s e a s o n e d  w ith  m e e t in g s
who ~ ■

of H e ad  S ta r t  g ro u p s . C o n se rv a tio n  G ro u p s , a n d  th o se  of u s /p u t  to g e th e r  

the  e x h ib its  a t  the  l i t t l e  h o u se  a t  Jo h n so n  C ity . Now th is  b ig g e s t  p ro g ra m  

o f a l l ,  the  L i b r a r y .  - -  -

T o d a y s  m e e t in g  w a s  the  a u d i v is u a l  c o m m itte e , c o m p o se d  o f  D r. S tan to n  

a n d  L e o n a rd  M a rk s , and  J a c k  V a le n ti; a n d , o f  c o u r s e .  D r. G ro v e r ,  J u a n i ta  

a n d  D o ro th y , a n d  B u sb y .

T h e  m a in  b u s in e s s  o f the  day  w a s  to  h a v e  th e s e  s p e c ia l i s t s  f ro m  a u d io -

v i s u a l  m e d ia  -  S tan to n , M a rk s  an d  V a le n ti ,  e s p e c ia l ly ,  s e e  a n d  e v a lu a te  

the  p r o p o s e d  e x h ib it  p la n n ed . A r th u r  D r e x le r ,  w h o se  b r a in  c h ild  i t  w a s , 

c h ie f ly . A nd  B u n sh a f t a n d  M ax B ro o k s  w e re  on h a n d  to p r e s e n t  i t  to  u s .

We p u t the  m o d e l on  the  b ig  ta b le  a n d  to o k  off the l id ,  an d  D r e x le r  

e x p la in e d  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  on  the  g ro u n d  f lo o r ,  a n d  th e n  on up  in to  the 

g r e a t  h a l l .  A nd  h e r e  i s  w h e re  w e h i t  t r o u b le .  T h e  two p y lo n s , one on 

e a c h  s id e  of the  g r e a t  s ta i rw a y ,  on w h ic h  th e re  w ou ld  be s c r e e n s ,  ro u g h ly  

the  s iz e  o f th e  d r a p e r y  r ig h t  th e re  in  the  T r e a ty  R oom  w h e re  w e  w e re ,  

s o m e th in g  lik e  8 x 1 5  fe e t ,  w e re  e y ed  a sk a n c e  b y  D r .  S tan to n , an d  in  

tu r n ,  M a rk s  a n d  V a le n ti .  T h e y  c a m e  in to  q u e s t io n  a s  b e in g  fv inc tiona l.
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D r e x le r  h a d  sp o k e n  of a  m o v ie  o f  f ro m  th re e  to  f iv e  m in u te s ,  I  h a d  s a id  

you c o u ld n ’t  te l l  a n y  s to r y  in  th a t  le n g th  o f t im e , i t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  te n  

m in u te s  o r  m o r e .  C o u ld  you a s k  o n e , an d  th e n  a n o th e r  to  e f fe c t iv e ly  t e l l  

a  s to r y ,  th e r e  in  th e  g r e a t  o p en  h a l l ?  C o u ld  yo u  s c r e e n  o u t th e  n o is e s  so  

th a t  p e o p le  lo o k in g  a t  o th e r  e x h ib its  in  the  g r e a t  h a l l ,  w o u ld n 't  b e  d is tu rb e d ,  

a n d  v ic e  v e r s a .?  W as th e  s c r e e n  b ig  eno u g h  to  be  fu n c tio n a l  - d e s ig n w is e  

th e y  c o u ld  s e e  w hy  th e y  p u t i t  th e re  ? I  h av e  no  i n t e r e s t  in  a n y  d e s ig n  th a t  

isn * t fu n c tio n a l.

O ne b y  one th ey  a g r e e d  the  p y lo n s  w ou ld  h av e  to  go . T h e n  w h a t of 

u s in g  the  w h o le  r e a r  w a ll -• w h e re  the  g r e a t  s e a l  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w a s , 

a s  a  s c r e e n .  B u t you  c o u ld n 't  s ta n d  in  f r o n t  of i t  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w a s  the  

v a s t ,  e m p ty  s ta i r w e l l .

S o m e w h e re  a b o u t one o 'c lo c k , I  o r d e r e d  in  sa n d w ic h e s  a n d  c o ffe e , an d  

m ilk ,  a n d  cooldes an d  w e a te  w h ile  the  d is c u s s io n  c o n tin u e d . A nd i t  g re w  

p r e t t y  h e a te d  a t  t im e s ,  a c tu a l ly ,  a s  d o u b tfu l a s  I h a d  b e e n  of A r th u r  D r e x le r  

a n d  h i s  b e in g  u n d e rs ta n d in g , a n d  r e a l ly  in  the  c u r r e n t  of w h a t w e w a n te d , in  

th is  m u s e u m  l i b r a r y ,  I  f e l t  a  su d d e n  sy m p a th y  fo r  h im . M r. B u n sh a f t  i s  so  

d e te r m in e d ,  a n d  o v e rb e a r in g .  You g e t the  fe e lin g  th is  i s  h is  b u ild in g , n o t 

o u r s .

O ne p o in t, w e d id  a l l  a g r e e  on an d  a p p lau d ; th a t  i s  the  v a s t  d is p la y  of 

th e  p a p e r s  in  t h e i r  r e d  b in d in g s , w ith  the  w h ite  t i t l e ,  b e h in d  th e  g la s s  w a l l .  

I t  c a n  b e  m a g n if ic e n t  -  w h e th e r  i t ' s  too b ig  p r ic e  to  p ay  f o r  th e  c o n c e p t 

o f the  g r e a t  h a l l ,  r e m a in s  to  be  s e e n . So m u c h  sp a c e  is  d e v o u re d  b y  the
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s ta i r w e l l ,  y e t  i t  is  r e q u i r e d ,  I  s u p p o se , to  g iv e  the  im p a c t  o f w a lk in g  up 

a n d  s e e in g  a l l  o f th e s e  p a g e s  of h is to r y ,  th r e e  d e c a d e s  in  the  l i f e  of a  n a t io n , 

a n d  a  m a n , d r a m a t ic a l ly  d is p la y e d .

. M r .  B u n sh a f t h a d  e n v is io n e d  aji e n o rm o u s  o u ts iz e  s ta tu e  o r  b u s t  of th e  

P r e s id e n t ,  a t  th e  top of the  s t a i r s .  Y e s te rd a y , I  h a d  a g r e e d  th a t  th e r e  h a d  

to  b e  s o m e  fo c a l  p o in t, b u t i t  c o u ld  n o t be th i s ,  n o t, a t  l e a s t ,  u n t i l  h e  w a s  

o u t of o ff ic e , a n d  m a y b e  n e v e r ,  u n le s s  we c a n  g e t a  r e a l l y  g r e a t  one .

I  w a s  d is tu r b e d  to o , b y  B u n s h a f t 's  r e f e r r i n g  to  the  b e a u t i fu l  w a lls  o f 

c a r r a r a  m a r b le ,  on w h ich  nobody  can  c o m e  a lo n g  a n d  h an g  piax p a in t in g s .  

Q u ite  l ik e ly  th is  i s  th e  b e s t  in  the  g r e a t  h a l l  -  i t  d e f in i te ly  i s  n o t  in  Etrany 

p o r t io n s  o f  the  L ib r a r y .  T h is  w il l  h av e  to  b e  r e s o lv e d .

I  w a s  c o n c e rn e d  a t  the  la c k  of e l a s t i c i ty  in  th e  p ro p o s e d  d is p la y  a r e a s  

an d  c a s e s  . T h e y  d id  so im d b e a u tifu l, b ro n z e  an d  g la s s ,  b e a u t i fu l ly  d e s ig n e d , 

a g a in s t  the  c a r r a r a  w a l ls ,  b u t th e y  d id  n o t sovm d e la s t i c ,  c h a n g e a b le ;  th is  

m a k e s  m e u n e a s y . I t  i s  a s  though  th ey  w e re  try in g  to  m a k e  a  sh o e  fo r  a  fo o t 

b u t th e y  d id n 't  know  the  s iz e .  A nd  y e t, w e a r e  fig h tin g  the  n e c e s s i t y  of 

te l l in g  th e  c o n t r a c to r  w h e re  to  p u t the e l e c t r i c  a l  o u tle t  w ith in  th e  n e x t s ix  

o r  e ig h t  w e e k s .

O u r b ig  p ro b le m  is  th a t  w e a r e  p io n e e r in g . T h e re  i s  no p ro to ty p e  o f 

a  P r e s id e n t i a l  L ib r a r y ;  th e re  a r e  on ly  th r e e  o r  fo u r  in  e x is te n c e ,  a n d  n o n e  

so  w e ll  done  th a t  you w ould  w a n t to  copy th e m . N one t e l l s  the  s to r y  o f  the 

d e c a d e s ,  th e  c h a n g e s , a n d  th e  in te r a c t io n  b e tw e e n  m a n  a n d  the  g o v e rn m e n t,  

a n d  the  w h o le  p e o p le . A nd e v e ry th in g  w e a l l  s a y  a b o u t i t  is  so  n e b u lo u s  a n d
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y e t  w e h a v e  to p in  i t  dow n in to  a  c e r t a in  n u m b e r  o f s q u a r e  f e e t ,  w ith  an

e l e c t r i c a l  o u tle t ,  a n d  so o n .

T h e  w o rd s  go t a  good  d e a l  h e a te d , an d  I 'd  h a te  to  h e a r  the th in g s  M r. 

B u n sh a f t h a s  to  s a y  a b o u t m e , a n d  m y  d e te r m in a t io n  to  h a v e  s o m e  s m a l l  

p o r t io n  o f s p a c e , w h e re  w e show  s o c ia l  life  in  th e  W hite  H o u se . A nd  th a t 

e x h ib it  c a n  be  c h a n g e d  in  the  s a m e  s q u a re  fo o ta g e , f ro m  S ta te  D in n e r , to  

L y n d a 's  w ed d in g , to  L u c i 's  w ed d in g  r e c e p t io n .  O u r c h ie f  to o ls  a r e  f i lm s ,  

d o c u m e n ta r ie s ,  a n d  a r t e f a c t s ,  th in g s , lik e  a  w ed d in g  gow n, a n d  th e  b ib le  

h e  w a s  s w o rn  in  on . W hat i s  the  r ig h t  m ix ?  W hat t e l l s  th e  s to r y ?

I  w e n t b r i e f ly  in to  th e  d in in g  ro o m  to s e e  L y n d o n , a n d  th e r e ,  g a th e r e d  

a ro u n d  th e  ta b le ,  w a s  a  s o r t  o f a s s e m b la g e  th a t  m a k e s  yo u  know  th a t s e r io u s  

e v e n ts  a r e  im p e n d in g . M c N a m a ra  a n d  K a tz e n b a c h , a n d  C lif fo rd , G e n e ra l  

T a y lo r ;  a n d  th a t  w o n d e rfu lly  s e l f l e s s  m a n , C y V an ce ; a n d  o ld  r e tu r n e e s ,

G od B le s s  T h e m  , G e o rg e  M cB undy , an d  L o d g e , a n d  B a l l ,  G e n e ra l  W h e e le r , 

Sam  B u r g e r ,  D ick  H e lm s . I  d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  s e e in g  D ean  R u sk  b u t h e  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  th e r e .  A nd s ta f f  m e m b e r s  W alt R o s to w , a n d  T om  

G e o rg e  C h r i s t i a n .  A nd a t  the  h e a d , L yndon try in g  to  p u ll  f ro m  e a c h , a l l  

the  a n s w e r s  t o  to d a y 's  tough  p ro b le m s  th a t h e  c o u ld . I  w avec. a t  th em  a n d  

r e t r e a t e d .

A nd  in  the  T r e a ty  R o o m , w e co n tin u ed  o u r  te ilk ing , w ith  the  f in a l  g e n e r a l  

d e c is io n  th a t  w e w o u ld  h a v e  to  s t a r t  a l l  o v e r , th e  d e s ig n  c o n c e p t f o r  the  

g r e a t  h a l l .  T h e  p y lo n s  w ou ld  go, the  s y m e t r ic a l  r o l l  of ro u n d  g la s s  c a g e s  

a t  the en d , w o u ld  h a v e  to  ch an g e  to  so m eth in g  f a r  m o r e  e l a s t i c .  B uz w o u ld

Jo h n so n , a n d
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h a v e  to  c o m e  u p  w ith  a  m o r e  c o n c r e te  r e a l i s t i c  s c r ip t ,  f r o  D r e x le r  to t r a n s -

fo rm  in to  a n  e x h ib it  c o n c e p t, a n d  th is  w ith in  two w e e k s , b e c a u s e  the  la y in g  

o f th e  c o n d u it  fo r  th e  e l e c t r i c  l in e s  c o u ld n 't  w a it, an d  th e y  w o u ld  b e  b e d d e d  

in  m a r b le .

I t  w a s  n e a r ly  fo u r  w h en  I l e f t  a n d  I th a n k ed  D r. S tan to n , a n d  L e o n a rd , 

a n d  J a c k ,  a s  lo v in g ly  a s  I  co u ld , f o r  g iv in g  m e , l i t e r a l l y ,  a  d a y  o f th e i r  

l i f e ,  a n d  L o r d  k n o w s, w e 'v e  o n ly  s ta r te d ,  a n d  w e p r o m is e d  to  m e e t  a g a in  

in  so m e th in g  l ik e  tw o w e e k s .

A nd  th e n  I  w o rk e d  w ith  A sh to n  a n d  B e s s  - an d  th en , w e w e n t dow n to 

th e  th e a t r e  to s i t  on s to o ls  an d  le a n  o v e r  th e  tin y  b o x  lik e  s c r e e n  an d  lo o k  

a t  the  r a w  f ilm  of L y n d a  a n d  C h u c k 's  w ed d in g . I t  w as  b e a u ti fu l  - the 

p h o to g ra p h y  w a s  a  d re a m  an d  the  s c r i p t  so u n d ed  good en ough . I  h a d  r e a d  

a lm o s t  a l l  of i t ,  a n d  I  l e f t  the r e s t  fo r  L y n d a , a n d  C h u ck , a n d  B e s s ,  to  u s e  

th e i r  b e s t  ta s t e  cind b e s t  ju d g e m e n t on , b e c a u s e  I  w a s  c a tc h in g  the  s e v e n  

o 'c lo c k  p la n e  f o r  T e x a s .  '  '

I  w e n t b a c k  u p s t a i r s  a t  s ix  and  p a c k e d  m y  s t r a w  b a g , e v e ry th in g  I  , 
on

th o u g h t I  c o u ld  w o rk /a t  h o m e . I  h a d  a l r e a d y  k i s s e d  L yndon  goodby  in  h is  

b e d ro o m , a n d  le f t ,  c lo s e  to  6 :3 0  fo r  D u lle s  a i r p o r t ,  to o k  the B ra n if f  f l ig h t  

to  D aU aa . L o  a n d  b e h o ld , M asrtT 'and  P h il ip  B a ld w in  w e re  a b o a r d ,  a n d  

a f t e r  I 'd  h a d  d in n e r ,  I  a s k e d  th em  to  co m e  up  a n d  jo in  m e , an d  w e ta lk e d  

a b o u t the  ju d g e sh ip , a n d  S e n a to r  Y a rb o ro u g h 's  in t r a n s ig e n c e ,  h e  a b s o lu te ly  

w i l l  h o t c o n f irm  P h i l l ip .  H e i n s i s t s  on  a  m a n  w ho w a s  h is  c a m p a ig n  m a n a g e r ,  

an d  so  t h e r e 's  a  s ta l e m a te ,  an d  the  d o c k e t i s  p ilin g  u p . We ta lk e d  of th e
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p o s s ib i l i ty  of a n o th e r  J u d g e s h ip  h e r e  in  W ash in g to n , a n d  P h il ip  i s  in t e r e s t e d .  

W e ta lk e d  o f the  g r a v e y a r d  a t  S c o t ts v i l le .  T h e y 'v e  done so m e  p la n tin g  fo r  

m e  th e r e .

I t  w a s  a  p le a s a n t  f l ig h t  a n d  a  r e l i e f  a f te r  the  h a r d  d a y 's  th in k in g . We .

r e a c h e d  D a lla s  a  l i t t l e a f t e r  n in e  th a t  t im e . D ale  w a s  th e re  in  the  K ing A ir

a n d  w e flew , u n e v e n tfu lly , to  A u s tin , a r r iv in g  a t  L u c i’ s an d  P a ts  a  l i t t l e

b e fo re  e le v e n . We lo o k e d  a t  Khiix 'c h e r u b s ' a s le e p  in  h is  b e d . Talkfed to

t u c i  a n d P a t .  A nd so  to b ed , w o n d e rin g  m e a n w h ile  -  How w a s  the  o p en in g

g o ing  - th e  F o r d  T h e a t r e  in  W a sh in g to n ?

A nd a s  u n s u r e  an d  w o r r i e d  a s  I  h a v e  e v e r ^  b e e n  a b o u t the  c o u r s e  the
■ . i n

L i b r a r y  is  ta k in g . I  am  try in g  to  p la y  a  ro le  in  a  fie ld A v h ich  I  h a v e  v e r y  

l i t t l e  b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  no a u th o r i ty .  T r u e ,  I h av e  s tu d ie d  i t  f o r  m a n y  t r i p s  

a n d  a  good  m a n y  h o u r s ,  b u t i t s  a  w h o le  p ro f e s s io n .  T he  s im p le  f a c t  is  th e r e  

i s n ' t  an y b o d y  b u t m e , how  c o u ld  L yndon , a n d  so  I  h a v e  to .

: # # # # # # # #
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