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1968

~ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1

. I was uo at seven, Actually, I have not sleptila.te or well

in a .long time and sometimes I have had nightmares within the last

" two weeks, only a very few times since my childhood. But today I

pa.rticularly wanted to be up early to use vevery‘ last minute of it and

oh,' ‘miracle it was a beautiful d'a.y'-_-d'clear_goldeh sun, It was going -

_ t_o chrnb into the 70's, o_r_l.e:o__f_uthe first sunshiny days since Chrietrn‘as'. ‘

I made ihnumerable calls, a lengthy one to Bess and Liz about luncheons
and meetings and lists in Waehiugton, and to Roy and Weezie and Ashton
about'my project of doing over the two baths here. 'And then at 9:30

left for the ranch,' angry to be late, and drove up to the boyhood home

at httle before ten thirty to attend the flrst meetmg-—my f1rst-— of the

Johnson: C1ty Garden Club There were about fourteen women S1ttmg

varound in Mrs. J’ohnson s old best bedroom, Joyce }Wmters_ and Mrs.

Jost from Cypress Mills, and, of course, Jessie and others I did not -

: v‘.recognize‘. Their purpose was’ to decide what to plant in the big" cerhe'nt ‘

.'conta.mers that tb.ey had put out on the streets of .]'ohnson Clty. They

have a.lrea.dy acqu1red them-- three or four inall I thmk-- a.bout two

_ feet high and thirty-six inches across the top and now the questibn is

- what sort of a large shrub'or small tree to plant in them. I had heard

Jess1e say with a s1nk1ng heart that they had about dec1ded to put in - |

legustrum so when they came to a perlod in the dlscussmn I sald as
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Thursday, _Febzl-’uary 1 (Continued)

one member I wanted to get in my word. I hoped whatever they |

put wou‘Id be something _that was native and indigenous and spoke

of this country. And that second, it ought to be somethmg easy to

: mamtam, hardy and not dlsease prone and not requlrmg much care_ :

I ‘because 11:' wouldn't get 1t And then I told them I had d1scussed 1t o

w1th the men who were domg the Job at our house and Mr._ Swanson :

'had suggested f1rst agarita,. Second mountain laurel and gave.them o

all the pros and cons I could th1nk of One of the pros was that

‘certalnly we could fmd all of the aganta_vye want on anybody'sb ranch

P

. and maybe the fnountain-laurel.“_.' One of t_he cons I am sure the side-
- walk philosophers, the domino players, etc. would‘really laugh at

~ the ladies putting out 'anythingy as common, ordinary in' their mind as

agarita and they will certamly get scratched and stuck as they d1g up

: those twenty-four aganta bushes. They w111 probably w1sh they had A
‘never heard of trle. At any rate, 1 had my say and we had an 1nterest1ng o

.back and forth talk about it. It was moved and passed that we -take o

Mr. Swanson upgon his nice offer to plant one for us the next time he~

' was down-- possihly.the middle of next week.: And then Jessie and the
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several Committee mémbers who accompanied him as he dug it up

and planted it would decide whether they were able to do the same and

whether it looked like they wanted it to. Then they could make thei_r .‘

final decision, So we had more coffee and listened to the program. It
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Thursday, February 1 (Continued) - B

was a landscai)e man from the Highway Department of the State
‘of Texas givin—gh'advic;énfc; Mrs. John Housholder on how to 'plari the
‘planting 'aro_u.nd_her house, When he finished I asked him what would |

‘be the'optimurn time for wildflower blobms here in this area. He

séid for bluebonnets between A‘pﬁ;il 5 and 25th, that he had never

seen them this numerous and this sturdy this early and if the rains

: kept upvit was goirig to b.e a gloridus sfpring." On that hépp}; ﬁote I -

left-- an’ effective hour or two I think. _ Out at the ranch making final

-decisions on Formica, wailpaper,‘ paint, and cabinet work andvlig'hts
~and mdst'esbecially a door in Marie's bedroom and bath. ‘It was a
- triumph that we found so_mé of the same wallpaper although that was

“ put up sixteen years ago-and in the children's bath.

‘Roy and I had lunch, I expectifI counted the hours Ihad

sPént"with different individuals in the course of a yeé.r Roy would.

“be the very next to my‘.family; And then we took A delightful littl e

sojdu_rn to the other side of the river to the park to look at the "D'antz -

. E;ouse where, in étripping 1t, they have found a 1obg cabin uri'dernéath,» =

~a floor worn smooth by many genératibhs;- Roy»plé.ns to use this -

paneling, hopefully, in the new visitors' center, stout beams over-

head, big logs chinked with a sort of cefx;ent with a lot of straw in it.

This one they will tear dow‘n,A but they will save the material and
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Thursday, February 1 (Continued)

. maybe use it elsewhere in the park, "Then we went on to the old

'Sw§eney house and this was a delight, Thetwo room log cabin with =

a d‘og{'i;r‘ot in'bet_w'even is gmefging from its enclosure of frame and

gingerbread trim and I feel like a real archeologist, - It will éertainly ‘

add character and inter_ekst to the visitor's "é‘gnfei'." I am glad we |

_deéided to build it here so we can incorporate this into it although it
' may hafré ,b'eeri“thé’ ‘wror.lg ‘deici'sion'fr"om t:he' "s’t_:andi)di’ﬁf: -of pri'v‘a'éy“" =
for .thevJéhnsor‘; fa..ni'lbily.‘ It v;ill, I thiﬁk, be fhe fight decisidn for_fhé_
’.'sz;biic. ‘l o |

. Eaék at‘;.‘th'e. ranéh I falked with Mr Wolf a,.bo'u.t -somé changés ‘. :
he is _rnakin'g aﬁd'th‘en left fqr Austin, the day still gl'borio.‘u‘s and driving f

a ple‘ashre, a ciuiét low key da'.y"ttnlis is and how much I am enjoying it,

It is the forerunner of a lifetime of such and how long would I enjoy

'~ them? 1 think_ I would have a{projec‘:ﬂ: a week for the whole i'est of my

life and nothing .é.ver, ¢v>e_r finished satisfactorily.. Shbrtly afteif i -

' reached Luci's, 'Mr. Klein :a,r‘;ived on schedule;and all 6f Luci's little .
' '.menlbleni;’o's from.-;Pa.t“s‘ 'graduatidn from Kindergar.tenl,“ her high' school .
- dégrée; uPatrit;k_L_ynd_on's'birth' certiﬁc_:a..te,‘ which we héa’laid out on

| 'the" floor in a'_c\é,r'efullyv arranged pattern on a piece of paper just the

size of the wall.’ Mr. Klein undertook the transfei‘ to the wall, a .k

project Luci had -had in mind ever since she moved ia in June of last
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Thursday, February 1l (Continued)

. yeai‘.' Now at last it was done. -While I went off to the beauty parior--

'La.r‘ry'.s--for a hairdo and then back just in time to see Luci's.

beautiful baked chicken emerge from the oven, along with a pot of
gree'n ’beans.wi.th' fresh potatoes. Luci is a proud cook. She loves it

and her food is delicious. Meanwhile, we had received an invitation

© from Mr. Kellam to go out and eat Mexican fdod. He refused all
: importunities to éome here instead and so we left for El Rancho, the

' four of us, Patnck bundled up and beg1nn1ng to be sleepy.. We pick.e’d _

up Jesse and took our seat in the crowded little Mex1can restaurant

}looking around and finding familiar faces-- Gladys Gideon and several

others I recognized but couldn't name and Patrick set up a louder and

louder demurral. He was too nervous to eat. Mexican food is an

- addiction and the,r'e is none as good as to what you are us ed to in 'y'ourb
home town so sometime sooner‘ or later I always have to have a'b.ig

- meal‘ of itvand I'enjoyed it with a cold Carta Blance, fdeeling' eelﬁsh .

howaver because Luc1 s1mp1y cannot stand to ha.ve her baby crymg in

pubhc So she and Patnck took turns holdmg h1m and gomg out w1th

'hlm and it was a rehef when we left at the early hour of m.ne, dr0pped |

off and went 'home. That good 11tt1e soul ‘who can be br1ght eyed and

: laughlng until ten o'clock, must occasmnally act 11ke a baby. Back'

at home Luci settled on my’, bed and Patrick was about to say goodnight '
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Thursday, February 1 {Cnntinued}-

when I said sit down and let's talk a while. He did--about his place

in the business. He is the quietest, most easy-going kindly person,

L is very difficult for Jesse, who is in his latter sixties,

to turn loose authority. The business needs young blood, vigor and .
1‘\\

1, alas, know less than nothing about it these days. At least to talk

about it is goed. And when we said goodnight Luci stayed behind a

minute to thank me and to tell me how much it meant to her. She is a

winning little person and it is a joy to visit her here.
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