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C 1968

THURSDAY. FEBRU A RY  1

I w as  up a t  sev en . A ctua lly , I have not s le p t  la te  o r  w e ll  

in  a long t im e  and  s o m e t im e s  I have had n ig h tm a re s  w ith in  th e  l a s t  

two w e e k s ,  only a  v e ry  few t im e s  s in c e  m y  childhood. But today  I 

p a r t i c u la r ly  w an ted  to  b e  up e a r ly  to  u se  e v e ry  la s t  m in u te  of i t  and 

oh, m i r a c l e  i t  w as  a  beau tifu l  d a y - -  c le a r  golden sun. I t  w as  going 

to  c lim b  in to  th e  70^s, o^e  of th e  f i r s t  sunsh iny  days s in c e  C h r i s tm a s .

I m a d e  in n u m e ra b le  c a l l s ,  a  leng thy  one to  B e s s  and L iz  about luncheons 

an d  m e e t in g s  and l i s t s  in  W ashington , and to  Roy and  W eez ie  and  A sh ton  

about m y  p r o je c t  of doing o v e r  th e  two b a th s  h e re .  And th e n  a t  9:30 

le f t  f o r  th e  ra n c h ,  a n g ry  to be  la te ,  and  d ro v e  up to  th e  boyhood hom e 

a t  l i t t l e  b e fo re  t e n  t h i r t y  to  a t te n d  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g - - m y  f i r s t - -  of th e  

Jo h n so n  C ity  G arden  Club, T h e re  w e r e  about fo u r te e n  w o m en  s it t in g  

a ro u n d  in  M r s .  J o h n so n 's  o ld  b e s t  b e d ro o m , Jo y ce  W in te rs  and  M rs .  

J o s t  f r o m  C y p re s s  M il ls ,  and , of c o u rse ,  J e s s i e  and  o th e r s  I  d id  not 

r e c o g n iz e .  T h e i r  p u rp o s e  w as to  dec id e  w hat to  p lan t  in  th e  b ig  c e m e n t  

c o n ta in e r s  th a t  th e y  had pu t out on th e  s t r e e t s  of John so n  C ity . T hey  

have a l r e a d y  a c q u i re d  t h e m - -  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  in  a l l  I  t h in k - -  about two 

f e e t  h igh and  t h i r t y - s i x  in ch es  a c r o s s  th e  top and now th e  q u es tio n  is  

w hat s o r t  of a  l a r g e  sh ru b  o r  s m a l l  t r e e  to  p lan t  in  th e m . I had h e a rd  

J e s s i e  sa y  w ith  a  sinking  h e a r t  th a t  th ey  had about dec ided  to  pu t in  

le g u s t r u m  so w hen  th e y  c a m e  to  a  p e r io d  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  I  s a id  as
c
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one m e m b e r  I w an ted  to  g e t  in  m y  w o rd .  I hoped w h a te v e r  th e y  

pu t would be so m eth in g  th a t  w as na tive  and ind igenous and  spoke 

of th is  co u n try .  And th a t  second , i t  ought to  be som eth ing  e a s y  to  

m a in ta in ,  h a rd y  and  not d i s e a s e  p ro n e  and not r e q u ir in g  m u ch  c a r e  

b e c a u s e  i t  w o u ld n 't  ge t i t .  And th e n  I  to ld  th e m  I had d i s c u s s e d  i t  

w ith  th e  m e n  who w e r e  doing the  job  a t  o u r  house  and  M r .  Swanson 

had  su g g es ted  f i r s t  a g a r i t a .  Second, m ou n ta in  l a u r e l  and  g a v e . th e m  

a l l  the  p ro s  and  cons I cou ld  th ink  of. One of th e  p ro s  w as  th a t  

c e r ta in ly  w e could  find a l l  of th e  a g a r i t a  w e w an t on anybody 's  ra n c h  

and  m a y b e  th e  m o u n ta in  l a u r e l .  One of th e  cons I a m  s u r e  th e  s id e -

w alk  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  th e  dom ino p l a y e r s ,  e tc .  w ould r e a l ly  laugh  a t  

th e  la d ie s  p u t t in g  out any th ing  a s  com m on , o rd in a ry  in  t h e i r  m in d  a s  

a g a r i t a  and  th e y  w il l  c e r ta in ly  get s c r a tc h e d  and s tuck  a s  th ey  dig up 

th o se  tw e n ty - fo u r  a g a r i t a  b u s h e s .  T h ey  w il l  p ro b a b ly  w ish  th e y  had 

n e v e r  h e a rd  of m e .  At any  r a t e ,  I  had m y say  and we had a n  in te r e s t in g  

b a c k  and  f o r th  ta lk  about i t .  I t  w as  m oved  and p a s s e d  th a t  w e tak e  

M r .  Sw anson up on  h is  n ice  o ffe r  to  p la n t  one fo r  us th e  next t im e  he 

w as  d o w n --  p o s s ib ly  th e  m id d le  of next w eek . And th en  J e s s i e  and  th e  

s e v e r a l  Comcmittee m e m b e r s  who a cco m p an ied  h im  a s  he dug i t  up 

and  p la n te d  i t  w ould  d e c id e  w h e th e r  th e y  w e r e  a b le  to  do th e  s a m e  an d  

. w h e th e r  i t  looked lik e  th e y  w an ted  i t  to .  T hen  th ey  could m a k e  th e i r

' f in a l  d e c is io n .  So we had m o r e  co ffee  and l is te n e d  to th e  p r o g r a m .  It
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w as  a  la n d sc a p e  m a n  f ro m  th e  Highway D e p a r tm e n t  of the  S ta te  

of T e x a s  giving a d v ice  to  M rs ,  John  H ousho lder  on how to  p la n  th e  

p lan tin g  a ro u n d  h e r  house .  When he f in ish ed  I a sk e d  h im  w hat w ould 

be  th e  o p tim u m  t im e  fo r  w ild flow er  b lo o m s  h e re  in  th is  a r e a .  He 

s a id  f o r  b luebonne ts  be tw een  A p r i l  5 and 25th, th a t  he had n e v e r  

s e e n  th e m  th is  n u m e ro u s  and th is  s tu rd y  th is  e a r ly  and  i f  th e  r a in s  

k ep t  up i t  w as  going to  be  a g lo r io u s  sp r in g .  On th a t  happy note  I 

l e f t - -  an  e ffec tiv e  hour o r  two I th ink . Out a t  th e  r a n c h  m a k in g  f in a l  

d e c is io n s  on F o r m ic a ,  w a l lp a p e r ,  p a in t ,  and cab in e t  w o rk  and l igh ts  

and  m o s t  e s p e c ia l ly  a  d o o r  in  M a r i e ' s  b e d ro o m  and b a th .  I t  w as  a  

t r iu m p h  th a t  we found so m e  of th e  s a m e  w a l lp a p e r  a lthough  th a t  w as 

p u t  up s ix te e n  y e a r s  ago and  in  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  ba th .

Roy and  I  had lunch. I expec t i f  I counted  th e  h o u rs  I had 

sp en t w ith  d if fe re n t  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  c o u r s e  of a  y e a r  Roy would 

b e  th e  v e r y  next to  m y  fa m ily .  And th e n  w e took a  de ligh tfu l l i t t l e  

s o jo u rn  to  th e  o th e r  s id e  of th e  r i v e r  to  th e  p a r k  to  look a t  th e  Dantz 

h ouse  w h e re ,  in  s t r ip p in g  i t ,  th ey  have found a  log cab in  u n d e rn ea th ,  

a  f lo o r  w o rn  sm o o th  by m an y  g e n e ra t io n s .  Roy p lan s  to  u se  th is  

p an e lin g , hopefully , in  th e  new v i s i t o r s '  c e n te r ,  s tou t beeims o v e r -

head, b ig  logs ch inked  w ith  a  s o r t  of c e m e n t  w ith  a  lot of s t r a w  in  i t .  

T h is  one th e y  w il l  t e a r  down, but th ey  w i l l  s av e  th e  m a t e r i a l  and
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m a y b e  u se  i t  e l s e w h e re  l a  th e  p a r k .  Then  w e  w ent on to  th e  old 

Sw eeney house  and th is  w as a de lig h t.  T he  two ro o m  log cab in  w ith  

a  dog t r o t  in  b e tw een  is  e m e rg in g  f r o m  i ts  e n c lo s u re  of f r a m e  and 

g in g e rb re a d  t r i m  and  I fe e l  l ik e  a  r e a l  a r c h e o lo g is t .  It w il l  c e r ta in ly  

add  c h a r a c t e r  and  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  v i s i t o r 's  c e n te r .  I  a m  g lad  we 

d ec id ed  to  bu ild  i t  h e r e  so we can  in c o r p o ra te  th is  in to  i t  a l though  it

m a y  have beeii th e  w ro n g  d e c is io n  f r o m  th e  s tandpo in t of p r iv a c y ...... ..

fo r  th e  Jo h n so n  f a m ily .  It w ill,  I th ink , be th e  r ig h t  d e c is io n  f o r  th e  

p u b lic .

B ack  a t  th e  r a n c h  I  ta lk e d  w ith  M r .  W olf abou t so m e  ch an g es  

he i s  m ak in g  and th e n  le f t  fo r  A ustin ,  th e  day  s t i l l  g lo r io u s  and d r iv in g  

a  p l e a s u r e ,  a  q u ie t  low key day th is  i s  and  how m u c h  I a m  enjoying i t .  

It i s  th e  f o r e r u n n e r  of a  l i fe t im e  of su ch  and how long w ould I en joy  

th e m ?  I  th ink  I  w ould  have a  p r o je c t  a  w eek  fo r  th e  w hole  r e s t  of m y  

l i fe  and nothing e v e r ,  e v e r  f in ish ed  s a t i s f a c to r i ly .  S h o r tly  a f t e r  i  

r e a c h e d  L u c i 's ,  M r .  K le in  a r r i v e d  on schedu le  and a l l  of Luci*s l i t t le  

. m e m e n to s  f r o m  P a t ’s g ra d u a t io n  f ro m  K in d e rg a r te n ,  h e r  high schoo l 

d e g r e e ,  P a t r i c k  L yndon 's  b i r th  c e r t i f i c a te ,  w hich  w e had la id  out on 

th e  f lo o r  in  a  c a re fu l ly  a r r a n g e d  p a t t e r n  on a  p ie c e  of p a p e r  ju s t  th e  

s iz e  of t h e  w a l l .  M r .  K le in  undertook  th e  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  w a ll ,  a  

C ,  p r o je c t  L uc i h a d  had in  m in d  e v e r  s in c e  she  m oved  in  in  Ju n e  of l a s t

c
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y e a r .  Now a t  l a s t  i t  w as  done. W hile I w ent off to  th e  beau ty  p a r l o r - -  

L a r r y ' s - - f o r  a  h a ird o  and  th en  back  ju s t  in  t im e  to  s e e  L u c i 's  

b eau tifu l  b aked  ch ick en  e m e rg e  f ro m  th e  oven, a long w ith  a  p o t of 

g r e e n  b ean s  w ith  f r e s h  p o ta to e s .  L u c i i s  a  p ro u d  cook . She lo v e s  it  

and h e r  food i s  d e l ic io u s .  M eanw hile , we had r e c e iv e d  a n  inv ita t io n  

f r o m  M r.  K e l la m  to  go out and ea t  M ex ican  food. He r e fu s e d  a l l  

im p o r tu n i t ie s  to  co m e  h e r e  in s te a d  and  so w e le f t  fo r  El R ancho , the  

fo u r  of u s ,  P a t r i c k  bundled  up and  beg inn ing  to  be s le e p y .  We p icked  

up J e s s e  and  took o u r  s e a t  in  th e  c row ded  l i t t le  M ex ican  r e s t a u r a n t  

looking a ro u n d  and finding f a m i l i a r  f a c e s - -  G ladys Gideon and s e v e ra l  

o th e r s  I r e c o g n iz e d  but co u ld n 't  n am e  and P a t r i c k  s e t  up a  lo u d e r  and 

lo u d e r  d e m u r r a l .  He w as too n e rv o u s  to  ea t .  M ex ican  food is  an  

a d d ic t io n  and  t h e r e  i s  none as  good a s  to  w hat you a r e  u sed  to  in  your 

hom e tow n so s o m e t im e  so o n e r  o r  l a t e r  I a lw ays  have  to  have a  b ig  : 

m e a l  of i t  and  I en joyed  i t  w ith  a  cold  C a r ta  B lan ca ,  fee l in g  s e l f i s h  

how ever b e c a u s e  L u c i  s im p ly  cannot s tand  to  have h e r  baby  c ry in g  in  

p u b lic .  So sh e  an d  P a t r i c k  took  tu rn s  holding h im  and going out w ith  

h im  and i t  w as  a  r e l i e f  w hen  w e le f t  a t  th e  e a r ly  hour of nine, d ropped  

off and  w en t hom e. T h a t  good l i t t le  sou l,  who can  be b r ig h t - e y e d  and 

laughing  un til  t e n  o 'c lo c k ,  m u s t  o c c a s io n a l ly  a c t  l ik e  a baby . B ack 

a t  hom e L u c i s e t t le d  on m y  bed  an d  P a t r i c k  w as  about to  say  goodnight

1968
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when I sa:id sit down and let's talk a while. He did- -about his place 

in the business. He is the quietest, most easy-going kindly person, 

.• 

t is very difficult for Jesse, who is in his latter sixties, 

to turn loose authority. The business needs young blood, vigor and , 

( 
. \\ 

I, alas, know less than nothing about it these days. At least to talk 

about it is go0d. And when we said goodnight Luci stayed behind a 

minute to thank me and to tell me how much it meant to her. She is a 

winning little person and it is a joy to visit her here. 
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