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THURSDAY. FEBRU A RY  6

T u e sd ay ,  F e b r u a r y  6, w as  a  fu ll  W ashington  day . In th e  

m o rn in g  I b r ie fe d  m y s e l f  th ro u g h  old t a p e s ,  old no tes  and  c o n v e rsa t io n s  

in  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  m y  in te rv ie w  w ith  H ow ard  K. Sm ith , who i s  w r i t in g  

a  book abou t th is  A d m in is t ra t io n .  T h e re  w il l  be a  f lu x  of th e m  no 

doubt and  m o s t ly  bad . If t h e r e  is  any  light I can  sh ed  to  p o in t  up the  

c o n s t ru c t iv e  s id e ;  th e  hum an s ide ,  I had b e t t e r  t r y .  I  had lunch  on a 

t r a y  in  m y  d r e s s in g  ro o m , r e c o rd e d ,  w ent to  M r .  P e r ' s  fo r  a  c o m b -  

out, r e tu rn e d  to  th e  W hite  H ouse to  w o rk  a t  m y  d esk ,  though  g rogg ily , 

b e c a u s e  i t  ha.d b een  a n  aw ful night. Lyndon and I had gone to  s le e p  

a ro u n d  one o 'c lo c k  and  th e n  s o m e t im e  l a t e r  th e  te le p h o n e  had J e rk e d  

us a w a k e - -  th e  S itua tion  R oom . L yndon 's  vo ice w as  t e n s e ,  e a r n e s t ,  

and  I la y  t h e r e  ta u t  w ith  a p p re h e n s io n  and c o m p le te ly  im p u d en t to  help. 

I t  ran g  ag a in  and ag a in  d u r in g  the  night a t  i n t e r v a l s .  Once I looked  a t  

t h e  c lock . It w as  f iv e  tw en ty  and  a t  s ev en  Lyndon tu rn e d  on th e  light 

an d  th e  r e a l  day  began . T h e s e  m o rn in g s  L a r r y  T e m p le  and B i l l  

B la c k b u rn  have begun  com ing  in  ta k in g  tu rn s  handling  th e  night read in g  

w h ich  Lyndon has-^finished th e  night b e fo re .  F o r  two y e a r s  i t  w a s  . 

sm il in g  J a k e  J a c o b se n ,  b e fo re  th a t  J a c k  V alen ti  and  m o r e  r e c e n t ly  

fo r  a  long w h ile  M a rv in  W atson . He s t i l l  co m es  b u t  not e v e ry  m o rn in g .

So in  th e  m id d le  of th e  a f te rn o o n  I had te a  w ith  s ix  

A m b a s s a d o r s '  w iv e s .  T hey  w e re  e s c o r te d  by V irg in ia  R usk , w ho i s



a s  c a lm  and  u n p e r tu rb a b le  a s  h e r  husband and p r e t ty  l i t t l e  Sy lv ia  

Sym ington . We sa t  in  th e  Yellow R oom , th e  t e a  ta b le  fu ll  of 

d e l ic io u s  th in g s ,  and  Sylvia p o u r in g  w ith  M rs .  M a ilk y a r  of 

A fg h an is tan , f in e ly  c h ise le d  p a t r i c ia n  fa ce ,  gen tle  and  qu ie t.  She 

spoke  l i t t le  E n g lish ,  but h e r  d a u g h te r  L e ila ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  fo r  h e r ,  ■ 

who w as  v e ry  e a s y  in  th e  language . The t h r e e  la d ie s  f r o m  A f r ic a  

M r s .  Ohin of Togo, and  M rs .  Hyde of S i e r r a  Leone, w h o se  E n g lish  

had a  d e f in ite  B r i t i s h  a c c e n t ,  M r s .  B adenga , of Gabon, who c a m e  

qu ite  la te ,  and  no w o n d er  w ith  e ight children, to  get s e t t le d ,  and-only  

V, in  th is  c o u n try  about two w e e k s .  She w as  b r ig h t  and  in te r e s t in g  but

sp o k e 'o n ly  F r e n c h  and  I found i t  d iff icu lt  to  p e n e t r a te .  T he  m o s t  

. i n t e r e s t in g  w om an  of th e  g roup , a  fo rc e fu l  a t t r a c t iv e  w o m an  w hom  

I w ould  lik e  to  know b e t t e r ,  M rs .  M icha low sk i,  th e  w ife  of th e  

A m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  P o la n d .  She had p ie r c in g  b lue  eyes  and  s e e m e d  

to  be  ta k in g  in  ev ery th in g .  I ta lk e d  to  h e r  about th e  heavy  P o l i s h  

c o n c e n tra t io n  i n  o u r  own l i t t le  T en th  D is t r i c t  and o y e r  T e x a s .  She 

s e e m e d  to  know a g r e a t  d e a l  about i t  and w hen we sk ipped  to  th e  

su b je c t  of a r t  she  s a id  th a t  th e  d e a le r s  t e l l  h e r  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  now, 

in  T e x a s ,  so m e  heavy  b u y e r s  in  th e  a r t  f ie ld  f ro m  w onderfu l  p r iv a te  

c o l le c t io n s - - fu n n y  th a t  th e  w ife of th e  A m b a s s a d o r  f r o m  P o la n d  should  

be  te l l in g  m e  about a r t  c o l lec t io n s  in  T e x a s .  She w as  s o r t  of a
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b r ig h t ,  a l e r t  woman, and  i f  sh e  w e r e  a  c i t iz e n  of o u r  c o u n try  I 

w o u ld ^ ry  to  ge t h e r  in t e r e s t e d  in  w ork ing  fo r  th e  D e m o c ra t ic  

P a r t y .  And t h e r e  w as M rs ,  K im  f r o m  K o re a  in  h e r  na tive  d r e s s ,  

a  d ign ified  h an d so m e  w om an, bu t h e r  E n g lish  not v e ry  good, I 

to ld  h e r  how sh ocked  and in c e n se d  we w e re  a t  th e  a s s a s s in a t io n  

a t te m p t  on th e  life  of P r e s id e n t  P a r k  and how glad  w e  w e r e  th a t  he 

w a s  a l l  r ig h t .  And t h e r e  w as p r e t ty  l i t t le  M r s ,  A pacon  f ro m  T h a ilan d , 

su n n y -faced ,  v e ry  fe m in in e ,  w e a r in g  a  p ink  and g r e e n  T h a i  p r in t .

She s a y s  th e y  have only b een  m ak in g  th e  p r in t s  fo r  abou t te n  y e a r s .

(^ ; A f te r  a  w h ile  I changed  s e a t s  w ith  V irg in ia  and  l a t e r  w ith

—' B e s s  so I could  m o v e  a ro u n d  th e  ro o m  and ta lk  to  each  lady . I t  w as

a  p le a s a n t  enough m e e t in g .  S o m etim es  I have a  w ild  im p u ls e  to  say , 

fo r  in s ta n c e  to  th e  lady  f ro rn  K o re a ,  t e l l  m e  w h a t 's  on you r m in d  the  

m o s t .  I  took  th e m  on a  to u r  of th e  L in co ln  Room , th e  Q ueen’s Room , 

T r e a ty  R oom  and  M r s .  M icha low sk i ask in g  m o s t  of th e  q u e s tio n s  and 

s a id  goodbye a  l i t t l e  p a s t  fo u r .  T hen  th e r e  w e re  two m o r e  b r ie f  

m e e t in g s ,  th e  f i r s t ,  to  m e e t  D r .  P e r s i a  C am p b e ll .  She and B e tty  

F u r n e s s ,  th e  p a n e l  who w ould ta lk  to  us a t  ou r  next W om en D o e rs  

L u n c h e o n - - th is  one on c o n s u m e r  p ro b le m s  and e v e ry th in g  m u s t  be  

p r e p a r e d  f o r .  We had a s k e d  h e r  down h e re .  L iz  and  s o m e  m o r e  of 

^  th e  s ta f f  had spen t seven  h o u rs  ta lk in g  to  th e  two of th e m  about how we
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could  m a k e  th e  m o s t  out of th e  luncheon. W hat p o in ts  w e should 

t r y  to  ge t o v e r  fo r  th e  p r e s s  to  e l ic i t  f r o m  th e  o th e r  l a d i e s .  How 

cou ld  w e u se  th is  fo r  a  to o l  to  e x p r e s s  th e  A d m in is t r a t io n 's  a im s ?

And I c a m e  in  a t  th e  end to  m e e t  h e r  and ge t  m y  own b r ie f in g s  and  

e x p r e s s  a p p re c ia t io n .  E v e ry th in g  has to  be w o rk ed  a t  b e fo reh an d .

T h a t  i s ,  i f  i t  i s  any  good. Then  th e  next w as  a b r ie f  and  p le a s a n t  

rtieetirig o v e r  a  cup of te a  in  the  L ib r a r y ,  one of m y  fa v o r i te  ro o m s .

T h e  b r ig h t  fa c e d ,  e a g e r - e y e d  l i t t le  g i r l  Anne L a z a ru s ,  who i s  th e  

f i r s t  r e c ip ie n t  of a  s c h o la r s h ip  g ra n te d  by  a  J e w ish  L a d ie s  g roup  to  

a  w o m an  s tu d en t  a t  Y vesh iva  U n iv e r s i ty 's  s t e r n  co lleg e .  The 

s c h o la r s h ip  e n ab le s  th e  s tu d en t to  s tudy  so m e  fa c e t  of p o v e r ty  and 

i t  i s  nam ed  in  honor of m e .  Anne L a z a ru s  w as  a c c o m p a n ie d  by 

M r s .  N athan  W a d le r ,  th e  N ationa l P r e s i d e n t  of th e  W o m en 's  g roup .

It  w a s  a  happy m e e t in g  b e c a u s e  Anne w as  so fu ll  of th e  buoyant o p t im ism ,  

a  fe e l in g  th a t  she  could  m a k e  so m e  l i t t le  co n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  a t ta c k  on 

p o v e r ty .  W hen I a s k e d  h e r  w hat sh e  w as d o in g --w h a t  she  w as  studying ,

I  w as  a  l i t t l e  d am p en ed  th a t  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  got into, so m u ch  

d e p a r tm e n ta le s e  until  she  b eg an  to  launch  on how in  s tudying  one 

p a r t i c u l a r  s e g m e n t  of th e  J e w ish  popu la tion  th a t  l ived  in  W il l ia m sb u rg ,  

p a r t  of New Y ork  I su p p o se , w as  q u ite  a  low in c o m e  g ro u p . They  

n e v e r th e le s s  had a  v e ry  low r a t e  of ju v en ile  de linquency . Im m e d ia te ly  . 

y o u r  m in d  ju m p e d  to  fa m ily  a u th o r i ty - f a m ily  c lo s e n e s s .  T h a t  w as  i t
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sh e  thought. Ah, bu t how to  t r a n s l a t e  th is  into th o se  se g m e n ts  of 

th e  p o p u la tio n  w h e re  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  th o s e  g e n e ra t io n s  of f i l i a l  s tr e n g th .  

We had t e a .  Bob K nudsen  took a  p ic tu r e ,  I d isp a tch e d  th e m  on a 

to u r  of th e  W hite H ouse  w ith  m y  e a r n e s t  th an k s  and high hopes .

T h e a  t h e r e  began  undoubtedly  one of th e  fu n n ie s t  in te rv ie w s  

s in c e  I have  b een  in  th e  W hite H ouse, A young lady  f ro m  S p o r ts  

- I l l u s t r a t e d  who w an ts  to  ta lk  to  m e  about bowling. We ta lk e d  in  the  

l i t t l e  L in co ln  S itting  R oom . I t  w as e a sy  and if  any th ing  can  be  

inno cu o u s ,  s u r e ly  i t  i s  bow ling. And th en  w e w ent o v e r  to  th e  a l le y  

Q and  m e t  two p h o to g ra p h e rs  and  Bob K nudsen  who took  p ic tu r e s  and

1 bow led  a v e ry  b ad  f i r s t  g am e  and then , to  m y  o verw helm ing  s u r p r i s e ,  

an  a lm o s t  s t a r  second  g am e  fo r  m e - -  174. I  se ld o m  m a k e  it .  

U n fo rtu n a te ly ,  th e y  w e r e  only tak in g  p ic tu r e s  of m e  and not of the  

b a l l s  a s  th e y  fe l l .

B ack  on th e  second  f lo o r ,  I  had  two long c o n v e rsa t io n s  with 

D r .  G ro v e r  about th e  L i b r a r y . I t r y  to  do a  l i t t l e  w o rk  on i t  about 

tw o days  o f  ea c h  w eek . And then , w ith  a l if t ing  h e a r t ,  put on m y  b la c k  

la c e  d r e s s  w ith  th e  p r e t ty  w h ite  bow a t  th e  neck and w ent o v e r  to 

L y n d o n 's  o ffice . We w e r e  going out to  d in n e r  w ith  th e  M o n ro n ey s . It 

i s  one of th e  n ic e s t  th ings  th a t  happens to  us once o r  tw ice  a  y e a r .  We 

Q have d in n e r  w ith  t h e m - -  in  th e i r  g a rd e n ,  i f  i t  i s - s u m m e r .  I was

• „ s u r p r i s e d  and  r e l ie v e d  th a t  Lyndon w as  r e a l ly  going. We a r r i v e d  la te .
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found m o s t  p le a s a n t  com pany  one could  hope to  a s s e m b l e - -  M a rn y  

and  C la rk ,  C a r o l  and  Abe, d is t in g u ish e d  M axw ell T a y lo r  and  h is  

w ife  and  th e  B i l l  W h ites .  M a r ia n  and M ik e 's  house  i s  a  b e a u t i fu l  foy 

f o r  fun, a  d is t in g u ish e d  c h a rm in g  house . T he w hole  g la s s  w a ll  th a t  

opens  on to  th e  g a rd e n ,  C h in ese  s c r e e n .  One of th e  fa m ily  b ro u g h t  

i t  f r o m  China, b e au tifu l  ja d e  h e re  and  th e r e ,  a  m e la n g e  of a r t ,  a  good 

d e a l  of i t  o r ie n ta l ,  a v e ry  m o d e rn  pa in ting , quain t,  gay, C h inese  

c h i ld r e n ,  h e r  own g ra n d d a u g h te r  in  a  c o s tu m e  of R e n o ir  an d  a  v e ry  

good p o r t r a i t  of M a r i ly n ’s g ra n d fa th e r  and  h e r  g r e a t  g ra n d fa th e r .
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( Som ehow  th a t  sp e a k s  v o lu m es  to  m e  and th e  w hole  h o u se  w a r m e d

w ith  th e  p ic tu r e s  of th e  f ig u re s  of W ashington  life th e y  had known 

th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s ,  inc lud ing  P r e s i d e n t  R o o sev e lt .  I t  w as  j u s t  th e  

s o r t  of evening w e n eeded . Nobody h u r r ie d  us in to  d in n e r  o r  a t  a n y -

t im e ,  W hile  w e had a  d r in k ,  Lyndon w as  in  e a r n e s t  c o n v e r sa t io n  w ith  

th e  G e n e ra l .  And th e n  th e  m o s t  d e l ic io u s  d in n e r  an d  I w as  g lad  to  

s e e  th a t  Lyndon enjoyed i t .  He had a d h e re d  s t r i c t l y  to  th is  s t r in g e n t  

d ie t  of h is .  He has  held  h is  w eigh t down to  about 203 o r  4 . He 

d o e s n 't  get h is  e x e r c i s e  s in c e  h is  r e tu r n  f ro m  th e  r a n c h ,  bu t I th ink  

i t  i s  th e  m o s t  en o rm o u s  e s p i r i t  de C orps  of w ill  th a t  he could  s t ic k  

Q yt to  h is  d ie t  d u r in g  th e s e  h e l l ish  days . T h e re  w e r e  no f o r m a l  t o a s t s ,

{ bu t o v e r  co ffee  w e j u s t  b egan  to  ta lk .  O ur h o s t  s i t t in g  d o w n - -  a  w a r m .



s t ro n g  to a s t  and  th e n  a ro u n d  the  ta b le  C la rk  and  Abe add ing  h is  

h u m o r  and  M arn y  sw ee t and s e n t im e n ta l  and  Lyndon who sa id  th e  

m o s t  s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd ,  s im p le  and yet, s o m e h o w , tou ch in g  th in g s ,

"I a m  glad t h e r e  i s  one h ouse  in  th is  tow n w h e re  I  c a m  co m e w ithou t 

ge tting  in to  t r o u b le  o r ge tting  in  th e  p a p e r s  o r  ge tt ing  m a d  and  ta lk  

and  laugh w ith  good old f r ie n d s  and  ju s t  r e jo ic e  in  co m p an io n sh ip  

and a  fu ll  h e a r te d  to a s t  to  o u r  hos t  and  h o s te s s .  " I t  w as  a  de ligh tfu l 

t h r e e  h o u r  r e p r i e v e  and  w e le f t  e a r ly  and  w ent back  to  th e  W hite 

H ouse  to  o u r  d ie t  of ta fo n  and  w hey and th e  P u e b lo  w ith  f r a c t io u s  

fa c t io n s  e v e ry w h e re .  S o u theast  A s ia ,  th e  Senate , s e g m e n ts  o f o u r  

own c o u n t ry .
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