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I sp en t p a rt o f the m orn in g  lis te n in g  to old  tap es of the few  days I 

r e c o r d e d  b e tw een  that day in  N ovem ber and D ecem b er  7th, w hen we 

m o v ed  in to  the W hite H ou se , and o f the p er io d  around Ju ly  28 , 1965.

T h e se  a r e  the two t im e s  that H ow ard K. Sm ith, w anted  m e to rev ie w  

fo r  h im  -  the m ood , siom e of the sm a ll , p e r so n a l e v e n ts , the backgroun d  

a g a in s t  w h ich  la r g e r  ev en ts  o f the day u n ro lled .

I w ork ed  w ith  A sh ton , had lunch  on a tray , saw  M r. W est about a new  

u sh e r .

A nd then a t two o 'c lo c k , w ent down to the th eatre  to m e e t  the s e r v ic e  

m en . We w e r e  planning th is  for  so m e tim e , B e s s ,  and L iz , and I. W e'd  

b e e n  w anting to do so m eth in g  to en ter ta in  th em , to in clu d e them  in  W hite 

H ou se en ter ta in m en ts  - the retu rn ed  s o ld ie r s  at W alter R eed  and B eth esd a  -  

but w e d idn't w ant it  to g e t in to  the p a p ers  and w e d idn't w ant to m ake s o m e -

thing out of it .

Lynda B ir d  g iv e s  us the d is t in c t  fe e lin g  that they a r e  so r t  of tro tted  

out and put on in  r ev ie w  - and in  a w ay , u se d . She had b een  to the h o sp ita l 

s o m e , and fo r  the f ir s t  s e v e r a l  t im e s , it  had b een  a b so lu te ly  q u iet -  and  

sh e  lik e d  it  and th ey  had. And then it  had su r fa c ed  - m ayb e th ere  w a s  so m e  

o v e r -e a g e r  PR  m an  - and sh e hadn't gone an y m o re .

F ir s t  th ere  w a s the w edding and then th ere w a s C h r is tm a s , and in  

Jan u ary  w e w ent to planning in  e a r n e s t , and h e r e , on F eb ru a ry  7th, w a s  ou r  

f i r s t  o f w hat w e h op ed  w ould  be , a w eek ly  even t.

We thought w e had a good r ec ip e  w hen w e d ecid ed  on brand new  m o v ie s ,  

but w e found that w a s stan d ard  fa ir  at the h o sp ita ls , so  B e s s  cam e up w ith
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the id e a  of a c a b a r e t- lik e  se ttin g  in the th ea tre , l it t le  round ta b les  w ith

c o k e s  and p iz z a , peanuts and p r e tz e ls ,  and a group of about ten a ttr a c t iv e ,

fr ie n d ly  g ir ls  m ovin g  around from  tab le to ta b le , ju st chatting w ith  thenn,

and l iv e ly  m u s ic  by  so m e  p o rtion  of one o f the s e r v ic e  b an d s.

So h e r e  I w a s , stand ing in  the c o r r id o r , a s  you, ap p roach ed  the th ea tre .

The h a ll w as lin e d  w ith  sh ru b s, b r igh t g era n iu m s, and they, c a i ^ ,  about

30 ser ir ice  m en , a  h eavy  p rep on d eran ce of n e g r o s , th ree  or four in  w h e e lc h a ir s ,

s e v e r a l  on cru tc h e s;  a pinned up s le e v e ,  a c la w , an  em p ty  tr o u se r  leg ; and
w ith  ........

ea ch  new  fa c e , an xincertainty a s  to w heth er I should  s t ic k  out m y hand or

n 6t. If y o u 're  new  on c r u tc h e s , can  you take one hand aw ay w ith  e a s e ,  to

shake h a n d s.

Lynda B ird  s lip p ed  in  b e s id e  m e a fter  about the fifth  m an had gone by, 

and sh e w a s  t e r r if ic .  C a ro l Channing cou ld  hard ly  have been  b e tte r . She 

m ad e the a ftern oon  g low  and co m e to l i f e .

A t the en d  of the l in e , w e jo in ed  them  in the th ea tre , w h ich  w as a lr ea d y  

n o is y , and who shou ld  i t  be b u t.T ony M a ta rese , whom  I'd  known s in c e  the 

E lm s . He sa id , " I  w ant ya® to w elcom e^ you  to T on y's P iz z a  P a r lo r . " And  

then h e  w as o ff in to  loud , b ra sh  m u s ic , that changed to sen tim e n ta l, and  

then b egan  to a s k  fo r  r e q u e sts  -  w e had s e v e r a l p lanted .

I sa t  a t a tab le about ten m in u tes  and then m oved  on. It w a s  not e a sy ,  

one opening a lw a y s  w as "W here a r e  you fro m .? ” and the v e r y  f ir s t  p e r so n  

1 w hom  I a sk ed , w a s from  A u stin . T h ere  w ere  a  lo t  of so jith ern ers , and out
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of th is , th ree  w e r e  W est V irg in ia n s . The h a r d e s t w e re  a t one tab le , w h ere

th ere  w e r e  four n e g r o s , one , the w o r s t  c a se  of a l l ,  w as on ly  h a lf  a m an .

He w a s  b o lt u p righ t in  h is  w h e e lch a ir , and h is  le g s  w ere  am p u tated  r ig h t a t  

the h ip s . He and two o th er s , w e re  s i le n t , un m oving, so r t  of stunned  lo o k in g . 

One w a s  l iv e ly  and sm ile d , and he and I ta lk ed  a n im a ted ly  but w hen  I a sk e d  

the o th er s  a q u estio n ,..th ey  answelffrd in  m o n o sy lla b le a

One w ay to le a d  - a sk  "Can I g et you another Coke ? ” "How about 

som e m o re  p iz z a s . " And then p a ss  th in gs. I sa t a t about h a lf the ta b le s ,

I th ink, and n e v e r  w ith  L ynda, so  I hope w e c o v er e d  the w hole  room .

One young m an to ld  m e "T hey d idn't te ll  us w h ere  w e w e r e  co m in g .

If. th ey  had, th ere  w ould  have b een  a w hole  lo t m o re  w anted  to c o m e . "

One tab le fu ll a sk ed  m e for  m y  autograph and I w rote  it  on the W hite 

H ou se m a tch b o o k s.

A bout th ree , Lynda w ent to the m icrop h on e and sa id  that sh e  w ould  

lik e  to take them  around to s e e  the h o u se . And then tactfu lly ," an yb od y . 

that w an ts to, can  take the s t a ir s ,  or  th ey  can fo llo w  m e . I'm  go in g  to  take  

the e le v a to r . " And so , I s lip p ed  aw ay . The g ir ls  had b een  doing a good  

job -  so m e  from  the W est W ing, from  S o c ia l C o rresp o n d en ce , from  L iz  

and B e s s '  o f f ic e , and M arilyn  from  m in e .

My th ree  o 'c lo c k  appointm en t, M rs . H arm on, had a lr e a d y  a r r iv e d  and  

w as in  the Y ello w  R oom . I a p o lo g ized , w ithout te llin g  h er  w hy I w a s la te .  

Sh e'd  co m e to sa y  goodby, a fter  nine y e a r s  a s  A m b a ssa d o r  in  the U nited  

S ta te s , th ey  a r e  lea v in g . It's  quite the w rong w ay around, that I g e t to know



THE WHITE HOUSE
i  ~  W A S H I N O T O M

^  ' W ed n esd a y , F eb ru a ry  7 , 1968 P age 4

them  a ll ,  m u c h  b e tter , in  th eir  fa r e w e ll c a ll ,  b eca u se  th is i s  the only tim e

w e r e a lly  s it  and ta lk  for  30 m in u tes  or an h ou r, ju st the two o f u s .

She i s  one of the m o st in te r e s t in g , and I think, in te llig e n t w om en  I have

known h e r e . V e ry  q u iet v o ic ed , and v e r y  fo r c e fu l. Som e in te r e s t in g  
B etw een

e x c e r p ts :  Sazoe 60 and 65% of the p eop le  of I s r ^ l  a re  O rien ta l J ew s, th is  

w o rd  ra th er  s ta r t le d  m e , sh e  u se d  i t ,  I think, a s  op p osed  to O ccid en ta l.

I a sk ed  h e r  w h ere  w ere  they fr o m . She sa id  "Y em en, India, E th iop ia ,

Ira q ,"  She sa id , "M any think that the peop le  of I s r a e l  a r e  h ig h ly  sk ille d ,  

l i t e r a te ,  E uropean J e w s . It i s  not so . M any o f th is 60 or 65% of the 

O rien ta l J ew s, have n ev er  eate^ n  w ith  a fork  or sa t on a c h a ir , m u ch  l e s s  

a f lu sh  to ile t . The peop le  o f Y em en , w e re  a b so lu te ly  cut off from  c iv i l iz a -

tion , about two thousand y e a r s  a g o , and they have rem ain ed  in  that sam e  

cu ltu re  or  eco n o m y . A ll that w e have in  com m on  i s  so m e  H ebrew ,, and  

the cu s to m s  o f our r e lig io n . " N e v e r th e le s s , sh e sa id , the p eop le  of Y em en  

a r e  v e r y  q u iet and g en tle  and tea ch a b le , and a re  m aking g rea t s tr id e s ,  

w h e r e a s  the M oroccan  Jew s (and she got a ra th er  w ry  e x p r e s s io n ) ‘w ere  

v io le n t  and argum  en ta tive  and  g iv en  to figh ting  w ith n k n ives. W hen th ey  

retu rn ed  to I s r a e l ,  h er  husband w as g iv en  the p o st a s  head  of the U n iv e r s ity  

o f I s r a e l ,  onefor w h ich . I'd  sa y , h e 's  w on d erfu lly  fitted , and sh e  to h e lp  

h im .

^  She spoke of the p r e s s ,  in  the v e r y  w ays I m igh t have u se d . T hey

w e r e  a b so lu te ly  fr e e  in  I s r a e l, and gave poor E sh k o l a g rea t d ea l o f-trou b le ,
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in  fa c t , a l l  o f the go v ern m en t, any govern m en t. I b e lie v e  sh e sa id , th ere

a r e  60 p a p ers  in  l i t t le  I s r a e l.

W ell, it  w as a  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  hour and I w as s o r r y  to s e e  h e r  g o .  I

hope w e sh a ll  m e e t  aga in .

T hen  I w ent in  and su ccu m b ed  to the lu xu ry  of a  nap, n e a r ly  two hou rs

and it*s g r e a t  b a lr r ^  T h e se  n igh ts I am not s le e p in g  m u ch  and I d rea m ,

s o m e t im e s  n ig h tm a res , so m e tim e s  ju st  a lon g , lon g  d ream  about I'm

lo s t  and going from  robm  to rbbiriV and can 't find  m y  w ay.

But poor Lyndon -  he turns out the lig h ts , so  la te , and w a k es up so

e a r ly . S o m etim e s  I th ink the g r e a te s t  co u rage  i s  ju st  to g e t up in  the

m o rn in g  and s ta r t  tack lin g  i t  aga in .

I put on the b lue d r e s s .  I'd w orn  to L ynda's w edding, and w en t to

C la rk  and L ib b y's r ec e p tio n , that han dsom e h ou se  on M a ssa c h u se tts  A venue,

w h ere  w e have atten ded  a good m any o f the r ec e p tio n s  s in c e  Lyndon's d ays

in  the Senate. The f ir s t  w ere  for the sp e a k e r . I knew  th ey 'd  be th ere  and

th ey  w e r e , the g rea t ra ft of T ex a n s, o ld  W ashingtonian S o c ie ty  p e o p le , and

A m b a ssa d o r s , c h ie f ly  L atin  Am e r ica n .

L ibb y w a s lo v e ly  in  la c e  and o r ch id s , and C lark , kind and sw e e t , a s

a lw a y s . It*s the s o r t  of thing that I n ev er  go to .a n y m o re , and it  w a s  r e a lly

'but
too crow d ed  to do any r e a l  ta lk in g , x30xb ecau se'it w as su ch  a ch an ge from  the  

l i f e  I le a d , i t  w a s ra th er  fun to have a w ave of fa m ilia r  fa c e s  b ea r  down on  

Q m e , ea ch  w ith  a fr ie n d ly  sen te n c e , probab ly in co h eren t, that w a s  drow ned

" out by  the n ext.
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I s ta y ed  about 40 m in u tea , and then s ta r ted  for the M cN a m a ra s . T hey  

w e r e  g iv in g  a p arty  fo r  the C lark  C liffo rd s, but M arg ie  had not b e e n  ab le  

to le a v e  the h o sp ita l.

I a r r iv e d  a few  m in u tes  b e fo r e  Lyndon, Bob took m e  around . T h ere  

w as B a rb a ra  J a ck so n , and he sa id  sh e  w as standing in  for  M a rg ie . T h ere  ' 

w e r e  the h ead s o f the s e r v ic e s ,  the R o sto w s -  E ls ie  to ld  m e  about h e r  v i s i t  

to D a lla s , to SM U , w h ere  sh e had b een  part o f the s e m in a r , so m eth in g  

about w om en  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  public l i f e .  H er d e sc r ip t io n s  of the stud en ts  

w e re  both e x c it in g  and h op efu l, and a l it t le  fr ig h ten in g . I so m e tim e s  w ond er  

how  I happen to have two d au gh ters who g ive  m e so l i t t le  c a u se  to be fr ig h ten ed  

about th em , e ith e r  th ey  or th eir  fr ie n d s ,

B a rb a ra  sa id  she w ould  be h e r e  in  M arch  fo r  aw h ile  and sh ou ld  sh e  c a l l  

m e . Y es in d eed , I w ant to keep  in  touch w ith  h e r .

W e^stayed about 30 m in u te s , and then cam e back  to the W hite H ouse and  

c a lle d  M ary and Sam H ouston; who ate  dinner w ith  u s , q u ie tly .

. T hen I got C h ief King and did  so m e e x e r c is e s  and had a  rub.

# # # # # # # # #  ' :
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