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I spent part of the mornmg hsten1ng to old tapes of the few days I '

' recorded between that day in November and December 7th, when we-

: moved into the White House,. and_ of the period around July 28, 1965.

-_TheSe are the two times“that Howard K. Smith, wanted'me to review

- forfhim - the mood, som:e ofv_'_the small, personal events, the background

against wiu'.ch lar ger events_ ,of the day unrolleﬂd.
I Worked with Ashton,' had lunch on a tray, saw Mr. West about’a new
usher'.v ',
And then at two .o'clock‘,b.went dow.n‘ to the theatre to meet the'_'sertric’e'

men."”,We' were planning this for-sometime, Bes's‘, and Liz, and'I' We'd :

' been want1ng to do som eth1ng to entertaln them, to mclude them in- Wh1te

House entertainments - the returned soldiers at Walter Reed and Bethesda, - ‘

but we didn't want it to get into the papers and we didn't want to make some-~

- thing out of it. - . -

~Lynda Birdgives us the distinct feeling that the’y are sort‘ of trotted'-.

out and put on m rev1ew - and ina way, used She had been to the hosp1ta.1 o

i .

some, and for the ﬁrst several t1mes, it had been absolutely qu1et - and '

she 11ked it and they had,’ And then it had surfaced maybe there was some R

over- eager PR man - and she hadn't gone anymore. B

: First there was the w_edding and then there was Christmas, ‘and -_in“ -

" .Januarytwe went to planning in earnest, and here, on 'February."?th,‘ was our

first. of what we hoped would be, a weekly event.
‘We thought we had a good recipe when we decided on br’and new movies, )

but we found that was standard fair at the hosp1tals, so Bess came up thh :
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the idea of a cabaret-like setting in the theatre, little round tables with

" cokes and pizza, peanuts and pretzels, and a group of about ten attractive,

1

'then he was off into loud brash mu51c, that changed to sent1mental and

‘friendly girls moving.arou‘nd' from table to‘table, just chatting with them, .’

and lively music by some portion of one of the _serv_ice bands.' S

" So here I"'was,' standing in the corrldor', as you approached the theatre. |

»The hall was 11ned WJ.th shrubs, bright geranmms, ‘and they car&g, about .

30 seriice men, a heavy preponderance of negros, three or four in wheelcha.n's,,

several on crutches a plnned up sleeve, a claw, an empty trouser leg, and ( f
with . ‘
B each new face, an uncertamty as to whether I should st1ck out my hand or o

nbt. If you're new on crutches, ‘can you take one_’ha.ynd’ awaijw‘ith( ease, . t'o”- ‘_

shake hands .

. Lynda Bird sl1pped in bes1de me after about the fifth man had gOne by,

. and she was ternﬁc. Carol Chanmng could hardly have been bette»r. . She

made the afternoon glow}v and ‘come to life,

' At the end of the 11ne, _we _]01ned them in the theatre, Wthh was already

: nmsy, and Who should 1t be but Tony Matarese, whom I‘d known smce the

'Elm s. He sa1d "I want ;mn to welcome)you to Tony s Pizza Parlor. t And

‘

' theu began to ask for _requests - we had several{planted.

v I sat at a table about ten minutes and then moved on. ' Itwas'not easy,

‘one opening always was “"Where are you from.?" and the very first person

whom I asked, was from Austin. There were a lot of soﬁtherners, and out
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of this, three w_ere ;West Vlrglnians. The hardest were at one table, where

there were four negros, one, the worst case of all, was only-half a man.

‘He was ‘bolt upr1ght in his wheelcha1r, and his legs were amputated r1ght at

the h1ps. ‘He and two others, were 511ent,'unmov1ng,- sort of stunned 1ook1ng.‘ ‘

'One was liVely and smiled, and he and I talked animatedly but when I asked :

the others a questlon, they answeﬁd in monosyllables. |
One way to lead - ask "Can I get you another Coke ?"" "How about

some more plzzas. " And then pass thmgs. I sat at about half the tables,

." 1think, and never with Lynda, so I'hope we covered the whole room,

" One young man told'me “They didn't tell us where we were coming; _
If. they had, there would have been a whole 1ot more wanted to come, " .

One table full asked me for ™y autograph and I wrote 1t on the Whlte

‘ House matchbooks.v

About three, Lynda went to the mlcrophone and sa1d that she would

'1

like to 'take them around to see the house. And then tactfully,"anybody

that wants to, can take the sta1rs, or they can follow me. I'm gomg to take

' .the elevator."‘ And so, I sl1pped away. The g1rls had been domg a good

JOb - some from the West W1ng, from Soc1a1 Correspondence, from L1z

- and Bess. off.xce,_ ‘and Marilyn f_rom mine.

" My three o'_clock appointment, Mrs. Harmon,f had already arrived and
was in the Yellow Room. I apologized. without telling her why I was .lat'e.

She'd come to say goodby, after nine years as Ambassador in the United

,States.. they are leaving. - It's quite the wrong way around, that I get to know
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them all, much better, in their farewell call, because this is the only time

" 'we really sit and talk for 30 minutes or an hour, just the two of us. - -

She is one.'of the most interesting. and I think intelligent women I have .

, known here. Very quxet v01ced ‘and very forceful. .Some interesﬁng

Between

'. ex;cerpts. Smxoe 60 and 65% of the people of Isrgl are Or1ental Jews, this

word rather startled me, she used it, I think, as opposed to Occ1denta1.

"I asked her where were they' from. She said "Yernen,'"hldia,“ 'E"Ehiopbia, C

 Irag." She said,. "Many think that the people of Israel are highly skilled,

literate, European Jews. It is not so. Man')r of this 60 or 65% of the

' Onental Jews, have never eate&,n w1th a fork or sat on a chalr, much less

a flush toilet.” The people of Yemen, were absolutely cut off from civiliza-*' |

tion, about two thousand years ago, and they have remained in that same

culture or economy. All that we have in common is some Hebrew, and

the customs of our religion. " Nevertheless,- she said, the people'of Yemen |

-are very quiet and gentle and teachable, and are makmg great stndes, -

,' Whereas the Moroccan Jews (and she got a rather wry expressmn) were

e v1olent and. argum enta.twe and g1ven to ﬁghtmg w1th'».:knives. When they

' returned to Israel her husband was: given the post as head of the Um.vers:.ty

of Israel omfor whmh, I'd say, he s w0nderfu11y f1tted and she to help

’hn‘n. .

She spoke of the press, in the very ways 1 might have used. They"

. ;kfere absolutely free in israel, and gave poor Eshkel a great deaiof; trobuble,b v.
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in faét; a]..l oAf‘Athe gov.erl"xmexit',i ahy government, I bbelievev shé said, thefe :
are 6_Q.pape;rs in little Israél. |
.::V.\féll, it wé.s-" a very inte'fééting hour and 1 was.-sor_r'y‘ to see,hei ’gd.  I.
hope'v__we. sha.ll»v’x‘niele‘.\t aga_.ih. S |
Thenl wentln and .succ;ﬁz"i:)bfe'd _t'o thie' luxu_ry‘ of a naé,v. nei‘a.'rly twé.hoﬁ.rsv 3
apd 1t‘ ?greatbalmtThese niéhts Ia.mnot éleeping" 1;nuch and .Ik_Adxlieatxm. | o

sometimes nightmares; sometime s just a long, long dream about I'm

“lost and going from room to roory, and can't find my way.

Buﬁ poor Lyﬁdbh - he. tﬁ.;ns ov;t';the lights? 'so late, _and nges ut)' 'so‘
e;rly:‘ Sqmg tinjgvs I thlnk .thé ‘gfe;test é;grége is Just t§ get up in _tiw '.
rribrﬁiﬁg and start .ta.ckliﬁ‘g"'it‘ 'a.ga.in.‘ B
1 put on th.e'.blue dfeés; I'd v;/oirn to Lynda's v&.reddi.ng, é.nd ﬁvent to
Cla.rk ‘a‘nd Libby"‘s réégption, .t:hat.h'andsoﬁne hoﬁse on._Massachuisetits 'Avenﬁe, o

where we .hafve attended a good many of the;‘réce‘ptions since Liyndon's dayé

" in the Senate. The first were for the épe_aker, I knew they'd be there and

they were, the great raft bf:‘fI'exans, old Washingtonian Society people, and

: Ambéfs':s;av,doré; chiefly Latin Ame rican,

’Libby was ‘loyyely in lka.cgk' and orchids,"éhd'Cla‘.rk, kind and éWeét,‘ as
alwajié; It ‘sv thek sort of thing that I new'rer'go to,anymolre,' and it .Was_ feally E

too crowded to do any real talking, xsxxbecause it was such a change from the ' .-

" life I lead, it was rather fun to have a wave of familiar faces bear down on

me, each with a friendly sentence, .probabljr incoherent, that was drowned

out by the next.
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I stayedabout 4O'rn1nutes,. and then eta.rted'for the McNarnaras. Th."ey, .
were giving.av.party for.th.e Clark Cliffords, ‘but Margie had not been able" o
to leave the‘ ’hos‘p.ital. B |

Iv'a'rrived: a‘-fewtninutesbefox_-e L'yndo‘n,. Bob took me .arou'nd‘. ' There

wa's-Barbara:Jac':kson, and hé‘ eaid she was Standing in forf Mafgie. There ( o

| . were. the heads of the serv1ces, the Rostows - Elsie told me about her visit
v‘to Dallas, to SM U,V where she had been part of the seminar, something

‘about women participating in public life. Her descriptions of the 'students'-'> .-

were both exciting and ho"peful and'a little 'frighteh‘in'g." 1 s’ometimes wonder

vhow I happen to have I:wo daughters who g1ve me SO 11tt1e cause to be frlghtened

about them, e1ther they or the1r fr1ends.

'.Barbara said she 'would be here in March for awhile and should she call .~

- me. Yes indeed, I want to.ke'ep»in touch with her.

::- Wezstayed ahout30 minutes; and then came back to the White ‘House and
called AREX Mary and Sam Houston, who ate dlnner w1th us, qu1et1y.

N Then I got Chlef Klng and d1d some exerc1ses and had a rub
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