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I worked at my desk, and with Ashton, and the first event of the day

" was to go to the Congressional Club where the Texas delegation‘waé having

its _r_nohthly meeting, this one was a Memorial service for Merle Patman

7 who d1ed last eurh mer. They are putting her name on 'a. plé.qﬁe,_‘ in the

she

_Cong':-e_a_s'ional Club, ‘to which/was such a loyal member.

" “"This meeting of the Téxas ladies used'to "be"'the‘hig‘”so.cial event of

the month for me, from the 12 years when Lyndon was in the House, and

- still, though deerea'singly, for the 12 years when he was in the Senate. At

‘that time, the Senate Dining Room became my beat, to take constitutents

. We were a 'c163e knit group, vthe Senate ladies. We rehshed our
com panionship. If there were any little feuds, I d1dn’t know it, and it was

AIvv‘ays. a .very plea.santly a.nt_m1pa.ted'th1ng by both hostess and guests, to

* take Texas constituents to the monthly luncheon at the Shore'ham,'_‘ or the

Kennedy Warreri, : br soi:ne timeé at the Congressimal Elub

I mea.nt toda.y, to stay only for the sherry hour and the prog;em Opa..lt :
.maxxaﬁ Yarborough who is w1fe of the Semor Sena.tor, is sort of the pres1d1ng. |
off:.cer,» m et me e.t the door,.ia.And took me m The fam111ar fa.ces,‘ a.s Ly'nda
v"wohld:say'pﬂ ! the _ﬁqnchos', 'we:e there. |

"'Ru_th Burleson, J . D. D_t_JWdy, Berle Pickle - about nine 'm_ember's Wives{

I counted, and a goodly number of former members'.‘ beeause they don't go |

home agaih, ‘to Pocatello, at least mény »seit_;tle_‘in, Washixigton. ‘And I -1 sha.ii_
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‘return to Texas, -Lyhdon and all of us, but I'll always. come ‘back, ona

‘cane, -as an old, old lady, because I love it here, t;oo,

 And there were as always, guests, I was introduced around the room,

"had a glass of, torjnato juice, and then,',to,rhy surprise, there was Wright, "

1 did not know that he was going to attend.

L Wewent into the room where there are. small statuetes of the First ~ = 7|

\

Ladies Wearing their inaugural gowns, down to and includiﬁg me, And

then Ruth Burleson, delivered the loveliest memorial to Merle Patman.

And Wright responded. * Suddenly in the middle of it, he quite broke up, tears

simply and movingijr‘, with the tears rolling down his cheeks. There wasn't
" a woman, I beiieVe, who didn't feel closer to him for it, and I'm>véry glad
" that someone arranged the: tribute. |

1 sa1d goodby all around and was back in the car at ten past one, qu1ckly .

to the Wh1te House, where I had lunch ona tray. I'm alwa.ys ravenous by -

' lunoh time these‘da.ys, w1th nothing’ but coffee and'juioe'for breakfast, . -

o

_came to his._:};'y_éwé',;"aﬁd his voice; cracked and he .continued talking; ‘quite e

- Then saw Liz énd hea-r':d the last round, 1 hope, of what without a doubt,

is fhe rriost i'idiculoxié viht'erhation'al bit I have been ooncerned with. ‘I‘hey |

rehable, a.nd low key. Wlth the grave sn:ua.tlon in the world today, th1s is

not a t1me for’ danc1ng, and in away, not even for the gl tter a.nd dlspla.y of ‘

musical comedy or ballet. * So we decided on our dea.r, ‘reliable, and s0

.had dehbera.tely tr1ed to get for the entertamment, some thlng pleasa.nt, and j‘ R




| ,'House, I trled to take a nap, puntxlxg: but 1nstead took to bed, the stack of e | A

of the hospital tom o‘rrow.
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obhgmg Robert Mernll of the Metropohtan Opera. Well he had ohosen :

_his own songs, ‘and they were - On the Road to Mandala.y, and from Porgy

and Bess, I Got Plenty of Nuttm’

' But -Bess had hO_WIed, ev_en‘ Mort Rostow had winced,’ I'm told. ;.;YS'houid

. we change the program! It was all so ridiculous. The Prime Minieter :

read the ',pr.ogr_am .in the paper. and sent. word.they were-his favorities, and:: -t

he hoped we would keep them.' ~And so at rest.
I talked to Marg1e McNamara a out the guest 11st for the party we hope

to give for them in late Febru_ary. She s st111 in the hosp1ta1 She‘d looked

.. 8o painfully thin and drawn,. ,v‘th_ein,‘ I'd.seen her. . Bab Says, ! 'Mar g1e ge ts . ,_'v.'_;,,:_,, -

"y ulcers."

. When 1 look at them, I feel_it is the right decision all a.round,’. that he

will be. getting out the first of Mar.c:h'.' -Margie s'ays she ‘will.be getting out i

e

P

In the afternoon, 1 went to Dr. Turchm's and then back at the Whlte

4 read and hle, thmgs to dec1de onand a 11st of telephone calls.. Among them .
‘a long and 1nterestmg one to Luc1. I asked her to rem1n1sce about the 16
-days from the time Lyndon was sworn in, unt11 we moved mto the Wh1te Houae. ‘

How d1d it look through the eyes of a 16 year old

She should be a wr1ter. She speaks so graph1ca11y.' Iam try1ng to

brlef myself to get ready, to. steep my m1nd and my fee11ngs, in the two

-per1ods that Howard K. Sm;th,wants 'to discuss with me for his book, the =
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_We.eks right after Lynd;)n becam‘e President. ‘La;te .Jl.];ly' of 65; .ab;:.)utv the

t:im-ev that thé deéisiori was made to go iﬁto Viet4ﬁain with rﬁdre' grognd : o

troops_.- | | | | | |
Icalled our ﬁouée gﬁesté aﬁd Weléorr;ed them, ‘T};e Joe Kinl.:g.or’es,-v a;nt.i‘

the Sherman Birdwells; and later the John Lyles.

‘Chief King .gave me a brief rub,. and then.it was time to.dress for the ©  _wr.

. evening, in the champagne satin that Adele Simpéon had made, to go under
the beautiful _gdld ¢oat;_ that was a..gift from the Chief of State.

Jean Louis piled my hair on top of my head and I was ready by 7:30 so -

that I could have a few pictures made. I'm hoping that if I do this just EESSHURTCUVE W

: before every State dinner, in an 'evening dress, some one will come 6ut good,. Do
. .. . e N N : ' . " . . ] - . ) | "

that I can use as a standard picture to give away. And I tried once more to

get a good piétu:e in front bf the painting that C. R.. Smith had given to the

White House, the one of the great Tetons.

I like for the donors to keep on knowing by some reference, some gesture - e

of v_a.,bpr.éciat‘i.oh',';t};é.f: the1r gift 6f foﬁf, thi'ee;‘.two,yearsz ;go, Ai.'sv- S'till bgivin.g
- plea§1£e~and ai)p-réc‘ia;:ecri. ‘. . ._ o | - ! | s A
‘.'er-- gdt theword thatLy-ndon gw.ouid be. la'._t'e.f I ;lwajrshave a _éé.sé of
.‘.ho;_tfcvas.:s‘t‘ensene"S‘IS' a fe& >nv1”inﬁf:es b-efozl'eﬂa‘_’i).a:rty. | |
- Dean apd Virginia, a;hd the first‘arriva‘,lls, went 4i.n‘to thé "fellow Oval .
Roprh_. I b;gan ;:o };z'tve_ a drink w;th therr-uv, andl'then v'vais summ onéd to .go

down With Lyndon, about 20 'pa_s.t‘ 8 to meet the Prime Minister and Mrs.
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W ilson at the North Portico. There too, was Lady Dean, and I made my

- apologies to her, because I doh't know what‘happened_at lunch at the British
' _Embassy today._ No doubt they rvere giving something for the Prime Minister =

and Lyndon, who had had a talk with h1m that was supposed to last from 11 30

to one, had s1mp1y abducted h1m and brought him and the total party, about

14, ove_r to 1unch on our seCOnd floor. I ‘have no idea how many m1nutes e

notice he had given Zephyr. Lyndon had simply knoeked_. on my door a few -

minutes past one, and said "Come out and meet one of your favorite Prime

‘Ministers. ;F_ And thére they all were, talkihg. ahd working until past three-

.,~th1rty R a . ' o . o s s

Lyndarand Chuck joined us in the Yellow Room R and because we were

| alrea.dy late; there was a brief drink and an exchange of gifts. A vermeil
tobacco box, the Prime M1mster s p1pe is ever present, and a lovely vermell ‘ ‘*

. tea caddy for Mrs., W1lson, to go W1th the tea set we'd g1ven her last June. ,

Another famlly p;cture,. but now 1t's grown to seven,

And they gave us two pnnts, one of Hoga.rth that Lynda Bn'd loved and S

two beaut1fu1 books, one on Enghsh gardens, . and another on great Enghsh

interior s .

I had ope‘ﬁed my beautiful‘Liber Am_icitiae,‘ tdo the page .on”Great Britain | IR R

and had asked Bess to be sure that he s1gned it, my very f1rst 51gnamre
in th:.s wonderful personal possess:.on that I shall take away- w1th¢ me, from

the White House.

e s 3 By W e . - i 1 b oy B2 e s et it et s rs s i wemaey o e el W e e
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And then we went down stairs and in 11ne, to meet the guests that had

gvrown to 150. For the last three or four day's,‘- Bess and I.had practically

) ‘been praying for a snow sto_rm or'a flug epidemic. The usual percenta.gel‘""" o

of regrets hed not come in, The law of averages sa.ys the number we'd

1nv1ted would be brought down to below 140, it dldn‘t ha.ppen. There we -
‘ were,' stra1ght up w1th 150 and only two staff members 1nv1ted, that we

"~ could a.fford to ask to eat in the mess, as we have 'done, in a pinch, before.

John saved the day by"ﬁguri‘ng out a Way' to squeeze in one extra table

- although it was a little too crowded to be‘gra;cious. And when Lyndon asked

- me at six o'elbck, having jus"t been told that Wi_nston Churchill was in town,

if we couldn't p'os'sibly ma ke a‘ place to invite him, and I had to say no,

- And it was about an hour later, hen a couple called saying they were

- down wlth the ﬂu, and Bess, mlraculously got- hold of him, and he came, very

pink faced, and young, but with that magical name, a celebr1ty of-the evening.

From the Cabinet, the Fowlers were there; and Bob, without Margie,

still ih the -hospi‘te.l; and fro;o the'Senate, the Henfy Ja:cl-csons,v anjcfi-‘ W.a.ilace‘
Bennets, Mike-a'od Maoreeﬁ; vrand both yes‘ aefuaily botﬁ' - of the ".}a\}its. And
- the Blll Fulbnghts, Blll pohte and urbane, and Betty with her han: drawn
“back very' tight and h1gh a.nd lookmg quite dlstmgulshed |
There was one Governor, Godwm of V1rg1n1a - qulte .a number'of Congre'ss- |

: 'me_n,‘- Barefoot takes care of h1s own; and the Bill McChesney Martins, beca.use

money is very much a subject of the day.
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_ From business there was the Bob Benjamins, cherubic and smiling

‘as always; Mike_Hidotvs, he's chairman of Standard 011 and has quite some
' '_coneiderahle interevs:t in England, we're told. The Stuart.Saundere’:of the
: Penns;,rinanra R.avilroad' and the Tex Thorntons’of Litton Industrie'e.. The
-‘ redoubtable veterans 1n’ pubhc serv1ce, the John McCloys, the George Balls. i o

'Ihe_former senator Padl .Douglas and Mrs. Douglas, both of whom I like IR '

so much.

- We'd invited the Tom Fletchers, number two man in District of Columbia

government; the flamboyant character like the mayor to whom publicity

comes 80 naturally; there's the makings of a rift there and I do not want to .|

see it happen. '

From labor, the Joseph Burns, and others I didn't know well," The John .

v Loebs whom I would hke to cla531fy under the title of old frlends, and Norman - :

Wi_nston. -

From the Pres‘s, Kay,'Graharn - and imagine my amazement when she S

" went'doWn 'thezline, arnong the 1ast, and the Prime Minister turned -to me

o the next moment and sa1d "We are sumg her newspaper for $4O 000 for

| "‘11be1

iy MR 4 vy

And the Carl Rowens, to my surpnse Herb Block, and to my pleasure,

p1xie lookmg B111 Mauldzn a.nd his w1fe. ' .We talked of his mother'— in-law,

. and Santa Fe, and how much I'd hated to miss the party that she and Tony

had gwen together, a barbeque. And of how I had 51mp1y adored to get off

 to Cuernavaca to the house they were rentmg for thlS month and Just as

S . S g o e . SR S S
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they‘we'nt on down the line, they said, '""We're going.', leaving me wondering

whether to Santa Fe, or Cuernavaca.'

And our old friend Max Fr1edman, who d1sappeared from the WashmgtOn e

" scene for sever_al years. He sa1d "You k.now I‘ve been Sle. " And mdeed

he looked it. He added that for some months, he'd been puttmg together a

' book on the correspondence between Just1ce Frankfurter and FDR I-had

an autobiography of Jv’u'stice“Frankfurter._
. : - B o o
Beside our three house guests, there were a few other Texans - the
Cecil_i Haydens.frorn Houeton; Judge'Alfred Hernandez, former President

S ey d Y

of "t}ié“"ﬁdlé“c’i:é'; 'tﬁé"’ﬁ'c}%’é{;éﬁé} v }:'.-'6;;“15;1153., o

"From the entertamment world Jim Backus, and two of the couples,

- who, it

shatclaad seemed to me were. a.ddm.g most to the party, an a.m.mated conversa- -

tlon, creatmg an a.ura of mterest Dr. and Mrs. Whltney Young, and our .

own Lynda and Chuck

'I‘o be a good guest is an art. »First you aet like youare having a _good"

time andth'enfyou ‘.try to spread. it around.‘

‘We .squee‘zed.our way 1n to the crowded State Dining Room. | The_ Prime

‘ Minister wa's:on“my'right with Trudy next, and then Dean, and -then attracti\te T

» - Mrs.» Stuart Saunders, whom 1 11ke 50 much And W1111am Jennmgs Bryan -

: Dorn, and Mrs,. Fletcher, and ScoorJackson, Mrs. Bob Strauss and Slr Patnck

A They a very interesting twosome to sit between,’ Some snatches of

conversation, ‘The Prime Minister told me that he loved being on TV and ‘

e apee e o L e e ety P L3 e S e o
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conversly, did not like ma.k"mg a public vsvpeech. I gathered that means

like on the courthouse s'qua.re.‘ ‘.This y=ax here, inthe State Dining Room,
he called a private speech. Of his opponent, "If a man is not married by

the time is 51, we asks questions, in our country. - Of young Winston

' -Chu’rohill,h »‘;He.‘wAas running ,for'Parliarne nt, YOu know, tho he lost, I'would

say that he has somewhat more (he meant in abilitjr) than his father, and

a grea.t deal less than his grandfather.'" At one. point,' he looked across .
at his wife, and raised his glass, and a very nice look passed between them -

and he turned to me and said, ''She was working for $5 a week, a Steno

' typist, and I was doing (and I forgot'What he said he was doing), and We EEREP. ;1." '

‘never thought that we WOuld be some day'dining in the White House. "

He was very mterested in the House itself, and asked a lot of questmns

- about the rooms, And then of the Smglng Str1ngs he -said, "I would ﬂy

across the Atlant1c Just to hear them. Whenever pla.ns are bemg made to

come over; -and,the date is set, then I start looking forward to this part

' of the dinner;l"' o

He spoke of Lyndon, as Lyndon, and he called me Lady B1rd the only

other ch1ef of state that I k.now of that had done it yet, was Pr1me Mm1ster |

'Holt. . ' He warned me that h1s toast was going to be’ quzte long,«and qulte e

»senous, and tha.t Bill Fulbnght wouldn't 11ke it.

- And on the other 51de, the conversation was interesting. - I was discussing

the foot tracks of the Great Britain that I had seen in our travels. New

Zealand, Australia, Malasia - many places. And Sir Patrick said, "On the

P VT T T e T e P Pt . NS S £ L A e 1 £ o = pian S chinns 4 e e
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whole, it would, perhaps have been better for the world if we could have '
-stayed around a little longer "

I spoke of some of the good thmgs England had 1eft behmd ~ the start1ng

of C1v11 Serv1ce, the common language. In his answer he sa1d, _”'I‘here s .

_ no gratitude in internano'nal affair_s. "

1 find it impressive and admirable the way the Britishers I know, look

with a cool clarity, lack of bitterness, a sort of detachment at the breakup

- of the British Empire.

’ Idyndoﬁ's teaet was, long toe, too long I tno'ug.ht, _l:.:ut‘i’t was a beautiful -
toast. ;llked the lines" ”TheAme ri:ean:andﬁiritien_,peolqles _are net‘sno'rt _. . -
' distane.e c_rusa‘der_s..‘ We are 'Qeteran cam'lpaig.ners.n‘ot‘ arnateuxk"s,‘ and never
quiters, " He said, ”.We‘vhave enermeus confidencedn 1A:hek charaeter ovf‘tne |
‘.Am‘er-ican peeplle and their ability to understand vand master triai; '..'

There was just one light moment, in speakmg of the enterta1nment, referrlng
to the

and sung a duet. You sing‘God Save,t}iiQueen:, and I"li sing God 'Blees America, "

- 'Harold Wills.en"ﬂs toast.aISO wa:s leng and gré.ve. He backed Lyndon’

San Anten{eivferenula. Snoke of how 1n Moscow laet month, he'd explamed to
ti;é Ru:e sian".leaders, .p.rom1sed that onee there! e a move' toward peaee,ﬁ the -

: Briitd"s‘h will play their full part, 'betn in negotiations and fec'onsﬁructien' in
VYietu-'l.\Iam. - Told Lyndon‘that his restraint in handlin..g the .i?;’ue}alo incident,

will earn tribute from reasoning men everywhere, and indeed, from history..

e AL b g ey, e T A o, Y P Ty e 3 e s e e e 4 ey e et L
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He's an excellent publie Speaker, 1 think, although he insists on calling.

" this a private speech.

It was a rather late hour when we left the dinner table, and went for

, liquers and.coffee.. into the Red Room, and there dear Dean, ;made his - .

‘excuses and departed quietly, . i.understand this cornpletely, _with the long o

alna snatch of conversation with Mrs. Wilson, she was speaking of .

:car,npaigning BE in their country, and said, that one time they were in a car,

-that was being roCked by angry stﬁdents, .who were a.lso beating on the windows 4.

Well, we've had most. everythlng in this country, but not quite that yet
Then, ‘we went'm the East Room and with a very few words, I introduced

Bob Mernll Veromca Tyler - I had a dehghtful moment when Bob Mernll

: ,had come down the rece1v1ng lme. and we ‘had laughed 31mu1taneously. I had |
' "sard, ."You and Ihave a penchant for crises.
Hxs great, thr1111ng v01ce, f:.lled the room, wrth the Gershwm songsﬁand
T the Road to Mandalay. A EVerybody who'd ever heard of Klplmg, remembered

and loved And then Veromca Tyler sa.ng some songs from Puccmr and Shubert

".- and Monatl. And then a duet. Rodgers and Hammerstem's You'll Never Walk

. Alone. I thought Bess had shown great, good taste 1n her selecnon of entertam.-

ment agalnst the ,hackground of today 8 tenmons and gravities. . And Bob Mer_rill

e
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as always, was so obl1g1ng. - The four of us went on 'the stage when it was

over and there were pictures, and then ‘Lyndo_n' summ oned up Hubert and

‘ Mur"_iel_.,' he always doee'this, and then we took the Prime Minister out in.

" the hall, champagn_e Was passed, 2 little brief conversation, and then I _

said goodmght at the door; -as 'Lyndon took them out to the car. =

R 'He‘went'ﬁp’qnickly,‘ s'aying ‘to-the -few around him; '"I've got to get " S L.":,gz.;.

- ' .
back to Khaisan."

And I followed about 12 15 - the Joe K11gores Jomed me, Jane lookmg

a little girl ina headband,.. so content and happy,‘ 11v_1ng back in Aus t1n, Joe i

"‘vha'v_inga-wondefful law practice, -and servingas- a"Regent on the -Unive_rsitym‘.-@«w‘- ~

Boai"d,' and the 'childfen gfowing up in that dear tov‘vn.‘ . No,b'ackward glanc_es |
to 'Cong.ress‘ :tor_ them !"‘ . | | '

"‘And the Joh;nie fLy»lee,'. whom I 'discov_efed actnaliyt are neighhors‘not_ ’
12 m11es va'VWa?,in t‘he.'bhiu country, with a ho'm‘e‘ over t.ow‘a:vd Blanooi,. .where L

'they spend.some time each su.mmer; and a good many weekends."l John; 'too, '

: cast not a 31ng1e backward glance toward those years 1n Congress.' ‘

And Dell and Sherman B1rdwell who enJoyed the evemng more, I thmk )
'.‘than nearly enybody. We'd sent them all up guest hsts and 1d done some
-.rearrangmg of the1r seatmg, ‘50 that they would be by' people I thought l:hey
would be 1mpressed with, and find c0mpan1onab1e. B | . !

. _We had a.Apl'easant‘ hour -of ta.lking. Te.xas and old times, jand ineyitabiy

.]'ohn Connally -_.and Joe Kilgoz._-e put an .end to 1t a!]_;it.tle..' past. one, when- he -

rose and said goodnight.-
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