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I w o rk ed  a t  m y  d esk , and w ith  A shton , and  the f i r s t  ev en t of the day  

w as  to go to the  C o n g re s s io n a l Club w h ere  the T e x as  d e leg a tio n  w as having  

i ts  m o n th ly  m e e tin g , th is  one w as a  M e m o ria l s e rv ic e  fo r  M e rle  P a tm a n

who d ied  l a s t  s u m m e r .  They a r e  pu tting  h e r  n am e  on a  p laq u e , in  the
■■ ■' ; she

C o n g re s s io n a l C lub, to .w h ich /w as su ch  a  lo y a l m e m b e r .

T h is  m ee tin g  of the T e x as  la d ie s  u se d  tb be the b ig ^ so c ia l e v e n t of 

the m o n th  fo r  m e , fro m  the 12 y e a r s  w hen Lyndon w as in  the H ouse, ajid 

s t i l l ,  though d e c re a s in g ly , fo r  the 12 y e a r s  w hen he w as in  the S enate . A t ■ 

th a t t im e , the Senate D ining Room  b ecam e m y b e a t, to take  c o n s titu te n ts

"for '̂lurich.".... .............................  ........ .

We w e re  a  c lo se  k n it g roup , the Senate la d ie s .  We r e l is h e d  our 

co m p an io n sh ip . If th e re  w e re  any  l i t t le  feu d s , I  d id n 't know it ,  and  i t  w as 

a lw ay s  a  v e ry  p le a s a n tly  a n tic ip a te d  th ing  by bo th  h o s te s s  and  g u e s ts ,  to 

tak e  T e x a s  c o n s titu e n ts  to  the m o n th ly  luncheon  a t  the S h o reh am , o r  the  

K ennedy W a r re n , o r  so m e tim e s  a t  the  C o n g re s s io ia l d u b .

I  m e a n t today , to  s ta y  only  fo r  the  s h e r r y  h o u r  and  the p ro g ra m  . O pal 

3ro£Xi®6 Y arb o ro u g h , w ho is  w ife of the S en ior S en a to r, is  s o r t  of the p re s id in g  

o ffic e r ,, m  e t  m e a t  the d o o r, and  took m e in . The f a m il ia r  fa c e s , a s  L ynda 

w ould  say , ' the H o n ch o s ', w e re  th e re .

R uth  B u rle so n , J .  D. Dowdy, B e r le  P ic k le  - ab o u t n ine m e m b e rs  w iv es  

I  co u n ted , and  a  goodly n u m b er o f fo rm e r  m e m b e rs , b e c a u se  th ey  d o n 't go 

h o m e ag a in , to P o c a te llo , a t  le a s t  m an y  s e tt le  in  W ashington. And I  - I  s h a ll
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r e tu r n  to  T e x a s , Lyndon and  a l l  of u s , bu t I ' l l  a lw ays corne back , on a  

can e , a s  an  old , o ld  lad y , b ec au se  I  love i t  h e re ,  too.

A nd th e re  w e re  a s  a lw ay s , g u e s ts .  I w as in tro d u c e d  a ro u n d  the ro o m , 

h a d  a  g la s s  of tom ato  ju ic e , and then , to m y  s u r p r i s e ,  th e re  w as W righ t,

I  d id  n o t know th a t he w as going to a tten d .

, Ŵ e. w en t in to  the ro o m  w h e re  th e re  a r e  sm a ll s ta tu e te s  of the F i r s t  - 

L a d ie s  w e a rin g  th e ir  in a u g u ra l gow ns, down to and  includ ing  m e . And 

then  R u th  B u r le so n , d e l iv e re d  the lo v e lie s t  m e m o r ia l  to  M e rle  P a tm an .

A nd W righ t re sp o n d e d . Suddenly in  the m id d le  of i t ,  he qu ite  b ro k e  up , te a r s  

came^ to h is.ey ,e .s ,_and  h is  voice, c ra c k e d  and  h e -co n tin u ed  ta lk in g ; qu ite  ■ • - 

s im p ly  an d  m ov ing ly , w ith  the te a r s  ro llin g  down h is  c h e e k s . T h e re  w a s n 't  

a  w om an , I  b e lie v e , who d id n 't  fe e l c lo s e r  to h im  fo r  it , and I 'm  v e r y  g lad  

th a t so m eo n e  a r ra n g e d  the tr ib u te .

I  s a id  goodby a l l  a ro u n d  and w as b ac k  in  the c a r  a t  ten  p a s t  one, q u ick ly  

to  the W hite H o u se , w h e re  I h ad  lunch  on a  .tra y . I 'm  a lw ay s  ra v e n o u s  by 

lu n ch  tim e  th e se  d ay s , w ith  no th ing  b u t coffee and ju ice  fo r  b re a k fa s t .

T h en  saw  L iz  and  h e a r d  the l a s t  round , I  hope, of w hat w ithout a  doubt, 

i s  th e  m o s t  r id ic u lo u s  in te rn a tio n a l b i t  I  hav e  b e en  c o n c e rn e d  w ith . T hey 

h ad  d e l ib e ra te ly  t r i e d  to g e t for. the e n te r ta in m e n t, so m eth in g  p le a s a n t,  and  

re liab lfe , and  low  key . W ith the g ra v e  s itu a tio n  in  the w o rld  today , th is  is  

n o t a  tim e  fo r 'd a n c in g , an d  in  aw ay, n o t ev en  fo r  the  g l i t te r  an d  d isp la y  of 

f  m u s ic a l  com edy  o r  b a l le t .  So we d ec id ed  on o u r d e a r ,  r e l ia b le ,  and  so
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ob lig ing  R o b e r t  M e r r i l l  of the M e tro p o litan  O p era . W ell, he h ad  ch o sen  

h is  own so n g s, and  they  w e re  - On th e  R oad to M andalay ; and  fro m  P o rg y  

an d  B e s s ,  I  Got P le n ty  of N u ttin ' .

B ut B e s s  h ad  how led , even  M o rt R ostow  had  w inced , I'nn to ld , .jShould 

. we change  the p ro g ra m  ! It w as a l l  so  r id ic u lo u s . T he P r im e  M in is te r  

;r.ead :the ,pr.Qgram ’ in  the p a p e r  and  sen t, w ord  they  .w ere, h is  f a v o r i t ie s ,  andv^  ̂ ,-̂  

h e  h o ped  w e w ould k eep  th em . A nd so  a t  r e s t .

I  ta lk e d  to M arg ie  M cN am ara  a  ou t the g u e s t l i s t  fo r  the p a r ty  we hope 

to g ive fo r  them  in  la te  F e b ru a ry .  S h e 's  s t i l l  in  the h o s p ita l .  She’d  looked  

. s o ,p a in fu lly jh ijv a n d .d ra w n ,. w hen I!d see n  h e r .  Bob, Says, ''M a rg ie  g e ts  - . .r 

m y  u lc e r s .  ’’

W hen I  lo o k  a t  th em , I  fe e l i t  is  the r ig h t d e c is io n  a l l  a ro u n d , th a t he  

w ill  be  g e ttin g  out the f i r s t  of M arch . M arg ie  sa y s  she w ill  be g e ttin g  out 

o f the h o s p ita l  to m o rro w .

In the a f te rn o o n , I  w en t to D r . T u rc h in ’s and  then  b a c k  a t  the W hite 

H o u se , I  t r i e d  to tak e  a  n ap , b u t in s te a d  took to bed , the s ta c k  of

r e a d  an d  f ile , th ings to  d ec id e  on and  a  l i s t  of te lephone c a l ls .  A m ong them  

a  long  and  in te re s t in g  one to L u c i. I  a sk e d  h e r  to  re m in is c e  ab o u t the 16 

d ay s  fro m  th e  tim e  Lyndon w as sw o rn  in , u n til we m oved  in to  the W hite H ouse . 

H ow did  i t  lo o k  th ro u g h  the e y es  of a  16 y e a r  o ld .

She shou ld  be a  w r i te r .  She sp eak s  so g ra p h ic a lly . I am  try in g  to 

C  b r ie f  m y se lf , to g e t re a d y , to s te e p  m y  m in d  and m y  fe e lin g s , in  the two

p e r io d s  th a t  H ow ard  K. Sm ith w an ts  to d is c u s s  w ith  m e  fo r  h is  book, the
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w eek s r ig h t  a f te r  Lyndon b ecam e P re s id e n t .  L a te  Ju ly  of 65, ab o u t the 

tim e  th a t the d e c is io n  w as m ad e  to go in to  V ie t-N am  w ith  m o re  g ro u n d  

tro o p s .

I  c a lle d  o u r h o u se  g u e s ts  and  w e lco m ed  th e m . T h e  Joe  K ilg o re s , and  

the  S h e rm an  B ird w e lls ; and  l a t e r  the John L y le s .

C h ie f K ing .gave m e a  b r ie f  ru b , and  th e n .it  w as tim e  to ;d re s s  fo r  the : 'oiv 

even ing , in  the ch am p ag n e  s a tin  th a t A dele S im pson  h a d  m a d e , to  go u n d er 

the b e a u tifu l gold  co a t, th a t w as a  g ift fro m  the C h ie f o f S ta te .

J e a n  L ou is  p ile d  m y  h a ir  on top of m y  h e ad  an d  I w as r e a d y  by 7:30 so  

th a t I co iild  h av e  a  few  p ic tu re s  m ad e . I 'm  hoping  th a t  if  I  do th is  ju s t  * -

b e fo re  e v e ry  S tate d in n e r , in  an  evening .d re s s , som e one w ill com e out good, 

th a t I c an  u se  a s  a  s ta n d a rd  p ic tu re  to give aw ay. And I t r ie d  once m o re  to 

ge t a  good p ic tu re  in  f ro n t of the pain tin g  th a t C . R . Sm ith  h ad  g iv en  to  the  

W h ite  H o u se , the  one of the g re a t  T e to n s .

I  l ik e  fo r  the donors_to  keep  on know ing by som e r e f e r e n c e ,  so m e  g e s tu re  

of a p p re c ia tio n , th a t th e ir  g ift of fo u r, th re e , two y e a r s  ag o , is  s t i l l  giving 

p le a s u re  and a p p re c ia te d . , j

We got the w o rd  th a t Lyndon w ould be la te .  I  a lw ays have a  c a s e  of 

'h o s te s s  te n s e n e s s ' a  few  m in u te s  b e fo re  a  p a r ty .

D ean and  V irg in ia , and  the firfet a r r iv a l s ,  w ent in to  the Y ellow  O val 

R oom . I  beg an  to have a  d r in k  w ith  them , and  th en  w as sum m o n ed  to  go 

doym w ith  Lyndon, ab o u t 20 p a s t  8 to m e e t the P r im e  M in is te r  an d  M rs .
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W ilso n  a t  the N o rth  P o r tic o . T h e re  too, w as L ady  D ean, and  I  m ad e  m y  

a p o lo g ie s  to h e r ,  b e c a u se  I d o n 't  know w hat happened  a t  lu n ch  a t  the B r i t i s h  

E m b a ssy  today . No doubt th ey  w e re  giving som eth ing  fo r the P r im e  M in is te r  

an d  Lyndon, who h ad  h ad  a  ta lk  w ith  him  th a t w as su p p o sed  to l a s t  f ro m  11:30 

to one, h a d  s im p ly  ab d u c ted  h im  and  b ro u g h t h im  and  the to ta l p a r ty ,  ab o u t 

14, o v e r  to lu n ch  on o u r second  f lo o r . I  have no id ea  how m an y  m in u te s  - 

n o tic e  he h ad  given  Z e p h y r. Lyndon h ad  s im p ly  knocked on m y  d o o r a  few  

m in u te s  p a s t  one, and  s a id  "C om e out and  m e e t one of y o u r fa v o rite  P r im e  

M in is te r s .  " A nd th e re  they  a l l  w e re , ta lk ing  an d  w ork ing  u n til  p a s t  th re e  

th ir ty .

L yndarand  C huck jo in ed  u s  in  the  Y ellow  R oom , and  b e c a u se  we w e re  

a lr e a d y  la te ,  th e re  w as a  b r ie f  d r in k  and  an  exchange of g if ts . A v e r m e i l  

to b acco  box, the P r im e  M in is te r 's  p ipe is  e v e r  p re s e n t;  an d  a  lo v e ly  v e rm e il  

te a  caddy  fo r  M rs . W ilson , to go w ith  the tea  s e t  w e 'd  g iven  h e r  l a s t  Ju n e . 

A n o th e r fam ily  p ic tu re ,, b u t now i t 's  grow n to sev en .

A nd th ey  gave u s  two p r in ts ,  one of H o g arth  th a t L ynda B ird  lo v ed , and  

two b ea u tifu l b o oks, one on E n g lish  g a rd e n s , an d  a n o th e r  on g r e a t  E n g lish  

in te r io rs .- ' ■

I  h ad  opened m y  b e a u tifu l L ib e r  A m ic itia e , to the page on G re a t B r i ta in  

and  h ad  a s k e d  B e a s  to b e  s u re  th a t he  sig n ed  i t ,  m y v e ry  f i r s t  s ig n a tu re  

in  th is  w o n d erfu l p e rs o n a l  p o s s e s s io n  th a t  I  s h a ll  take aw ay  w ith^ m e ,  fro m  

the W hite H ouse .
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A nd th en  we w en t down s ta i r s  and  in  lin e , to rn e e t the g u e s ts  th a t h ad  

grow n to 150. F o r  the  l a s t  th re e  o r fo u r d ay s , B e ss  and  I had  p ra c t ic a l ly  

b een  p ray in g  fo r  a  snow  s to rm  o r  a  f lu ^  ep id em ic . The u s u a l p e rc e n ta g e  

o f r e g r e t s  h a d  n o t com e in . T he law  of a v e ra g e s  sa y s  the n u m b er w e 'd  

in v ite d  w ould  be  b ro u g h t down to below  140, i t  d idn ’t happen . T h e re  we 

w e re , s tr a ig h t  up w ith  150, and  only two s ta ff  m e rn b e rs  in v ited , th a t we 

co u ld  a f fo rd  to a s k  to e a t  in  the m e s s ,  a s  we have done, in  a  p inch , b e fo re .

John  sav ed  the day  b y  fig u rin g  out a  w ay to sq u eeze  in  one e x tra  tab le  

a lth o u g h  i t  w as a  l i t t le  too c ro w d ed  to be g ra c io u s . And w hen Lyndon a s k e d  

m e a t  s ix  o ’c lo ck , having ju s t  b e e n  to ld  th a t W inston C h u rc h ill w as in  tow n, 

i f  w e c o u ld n 't  p o s s ib ly  m ake a  p lace  to in v ite  h im , and  I  had  to say  no.

A nd i t  w as abou t an  hour l a t e r ,  w hen a  couple  c a lle d  say in g  they w e re  

down w ith  the flu , and  B e s s ,  m ira c u lo u s ly  got ho ld  of h im , and  he c a m e , v e ry  

p ink  fac ed , and  young, b u t w ith  th a t m a g ic a l  n am e , a  c e le b r i ty  of the ev en in g .

F ro m  the C ab in e t, the F o w le rs  w e re  th e re ; and Bob, w ithou t M a rg ie , 

s t i l l  in  the h o sp ita l;  and  fro m  the S enate , the H en ry  Ja c k so n s , an d  W allace 

B en n e ts , M ike and  M au reen ; and bo th , yes a c tu a lly  bo th  -  of the J a v i t s .  And 

the B il l  F iilb r ig h ts , B ill, p o lite  and  u rb a n e , and  B e tty  w ith  h e r  h a i r  d raw n  

b a c k  v e ry  tig h t an d  h ig h , an d  looking  qu ite  d is tin g u ish e d .

T h e re  w as one G o v ern o r, Godwin of V irg in ia  - qu ite  a  n u m b e r of C o n g re s s -

m en,' B a re fo o t ta k e s  c a re  of h is  own; an d  the B ill M cC hesney  M a rtin s , b e c a u se  

m o n ey  is  v e ry  m uch a  su b je c t of the day .

c
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F ro m  b u s in e s s  th e re  w as the Bob B en jam in s , c h e ru b ic  and  sm ilin g  

a s  a lw ay s; M ike H idow s, he*s c h a irm a n  of S tan d ard  O il and  h a s  qu ite  som e 

c o n s id e ra b le  in t e r e s t  in  E ngland , w e 'r e  to ld . T he S tu a rt Saixnders of the 

P e n n sy lv a n ia  R a ilro a d ; aiid the T ex  T h o rn to n s  of L itto n  In d u s tr ie s .  T he 

re d o u b ta b le  v e te ra n s  in  public  s e rv ic e ,  the John  M cC loys, the G eorge B a lls .  

The f o r m e r  s e n a to r  P a u l D ouglas and  M rs . D oug las, bo th  of whom I like  

so  m u ch .

W e'd in v ite d  the Tom  F le tc h e r s ,  n u m b er two m an  in  D is tr ic t  of C o lum bia  

g o v e rn m en t; the flam b o y an t c h a r a c te r  lik e  the m a y o r  to whom p u b lic ity  

c o m e s  so n a tu ra lly ;  th e r e 's  the m ak in g s  of a  r i f t  th e re  and I do not w ant to 

se e  i t  happen .

F ro m  la b o r ,  the Jo se p h  B u rn s , and o th e rs  I  d id n 't  know w ell. The John  

Lioebs w hom  I  w ould  lik e  to c la s s ify  u n d e r the ti t le  of old f r ie n d s ;  and  N o rm an  

W inston . ..

F ro m  th e  P r e s s ,  K ay G rah am  - an d  im ag in e  m y  a m a z e m e n t w hen she  

w en t dow n the  lin e , am ong the la s t ,  an d  the P r im e  M in is te r  tu rn e d  to m e  

the n e x t m o m en t an d  sa id  "W e a r e  su in g  h e r  n ew sp a p e r fo r $40, 000. fo r  

l ib e l .  ; -V-v

A nd the C a r l  R ow ens; to  m y  s u r p r i s e  H erb  B lock , and to m y  p le a s u re ,  

p ix iB -look ing  B il l  M auld in  an d  h is  w ife . We ta lk ed  of h is  m o th e r - in - la w , 

and  Santa F e , and  how rnuch I 'd  h a te d  to m is s  the p a r ty  th a t she an d  Tony 

h ad  g iven  to g e th e r , a  b a rb e q u e . A nd of how I  h ad  s im p ly  a d o re d  to g e t off 

to C u e rn a v a c a  to  the ho u se  th ey  w e re  re n tin g  fo r  th is  m onth , and  ju s t  a s
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they  w en t on down the lin e , they  sa id , " W e 're  g o in g ." ,  leav in g  m e  w o n d erin g

w h e th e r  to Santa  F e , o r  C u e rn a v a c a .

A nd o u r o ld  f r ie n d  M ax F r ie d m a n , who d isa p p e a re d  fro m  the W ashing ton  

scen e  fo r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .  He sa id , "You know I 'v e  b e en  s ic k . " A nd in d eed  

he lo o k ed  i t .  He ad d ed  th a t fo r  som e m o n th s , h e 'd  b e e n  pu tting  to g e th e r  a  

book  on the c o rre sp o n d e n c e  b e tw een  J u s t ic e  F ra n k fu r te r  and  F D R . I h ad  

r e a d ’i t ,  in  p a r t ,  and  i t  w as a  r e a l  s e rv ic e .  He is  now  s ta r t in g ,  he to ld  m e , 

an  au to b io g rap h y  of J u s tic e  F ra n k fu r te r .

B e s id e  o u r  th re e  house  g u e s ts , th e re  w e re  a  few  o th e r  T e x an s  -  the 

C e c il H aydens f ro m  H ouston; Judge A lfre d  H ern an d ez , f o rm e r  P r e s id e n t  

of the L u la c 's ;  the Bob S tra u s s ' fro m  D a lla s .

F ro m  the e n te r ta in m e n t w o rld , J im  B ack u s, and two of the c o u p le s , 
w ho , i t
tbacfxiiXBt s e e m e d  to  m e  w ere, ad d in g  m o s t  to the p a r ty , an  a n im a te d  c o n v e r s a -

tion , c r e a t in g  a n  a u ra  of in te r e s t .  D r. an d  M rs . W hitney Y oung, an d  o u r 

own L ynda and  C huck.

To be a good g u e s t is  an  a r t .  F i r s t  you a c t  lik e  you a r e  hav in g  a  good 

tim e  an d  then  you t ry  to s p re a d  i t  a.round.

We sq u ee ze d  o u r w ay in  to the c ro w d ed  S tate D ining R oom . T he P r im e  

M in is te r  w as on m y  r ig h t  w ith  T ru d y  n ex t, and  then D ean, and  then  a t t r a c t iv e  

M rs . S tu a r t  S av inders, whom  I  lik e  so m u ch . A nd W illiam  Jen n in g s  B ry a n  

D orn ; and  M rs . F le tc h e r ,  and  Scoojp Ja ck so n ; M rs . Bob S tra u s s  and  S ir  P a t r ic k .

T hey  a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  tw osom e to  s i t  be tw een . Some s n a tc h e s  o f 

c o n v e rsa tio n . T he P r im e  M in is te r  to ld  m e th a t he loved  be in g  on TV an d
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c o n v e rs ly , d id  n o t lik e  m ak ing  a  public  sp eech . I  g a th e re d  th a t m ean s  

lik e  on the c o u rth o u se  s q u a re . T h is  ^sscx h e re ,  in th e  S tate D ining R oom , 

he  c a l le d  a  p r iv a te  sp e ec h . Of h is  opponent, " If  a  m a n  is  not m a r r i e d  by  

the tim e  is  51, we a s k s  q u e s tio n s , in  o u r  co u n try . " Of young W inston 

C h u rc h ill,  "He w as ru n n in g  fo r  P a r l ia m e n t,  you know, tho he  lo s t ,  I  w ould  

say  th a t he h as  so m ew h at m o re  (he m e a n t in  ab ility )  than  h is  f a th e r ,  and  . 

a  g r e a t  d e a l l e s s  th an  h is  g ra n d fa th e r . " A t one p o in t, he lo o k ed  a c ro s s  

a t  h is  w ife , and  r a i s e d  h is  g la s s ,  an d  a  v e ry  n ice  lo o k  p a s se d  b e tw een  them  

and  h e  tu rn e d  to  m e  an d  sa id , "She w as w ork ing  fo r  $5 a  w eek , a  6teno 

ty p is t ,  an d  I  w as doing (and i  fo rg o t w hat he sa id  he w as  doing), and  we 

n e v e r  thought th a t we w ould be som e day  d ining in  the W hite H o u se . "

He w as v e r y  in te r e s te d  in  the H ouse i ts e lf ,  and  a sk e d  a  lo t  of q u e s tio n s  

ab o u t the room  s .  A nd th en  of the Singing S trin g s  he  sa id , " I  w ou ld ,fly  

a c r o s s  the A tlan tic  ju s t  to h e a r  th em . W henever p la n s  a r e  b e in g  m ade to 

co m e o v e r , an d  the d a te  is  s e t ,  then  I s t a r t  looking fo rw a rd  to th is  p a r t  

o f the d in n e r ."

He spoke of Lyndon, a s  Lyndon, and  he c a lle d  m e L ady B ird , the only  

o th e r  c h ie f  o f s ta te  th a t I  know of, th a t had  done i t  y e t, w as P r im e  M in is te r  

H o lt. He w a rn e d  m e  th a t h is  to a s t  w as going to be qu ite  long , and  q u ite  

s e r io u s ,  an d  th a t B ill  F tilb rig h t w o u ld n 't lik e  i t .

And on the o th e r  s id e , the c o n v e rsa tio n  w as in te re s t in g .  I  w as d is c u s s in g  

the fo o t t r a c k s  of the  G re a t B r i ta in  th a t I  had  seen  in  o u r t r a v e ls .  New 

Z e a la n d  A u s tra l ia ,  M a la s ia  - m any  p la c e s . And S ir  P a t r i c k  sa id , "O n the

MEMORANDUM



c

r

c

MEMORANDUM

THE W H ITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y ,  F e b r u a ry  8, 196S.? P ag e  10

w h o le , i t  w ould, p e rh a p s  have b een  b e t te r  fo r  the w o rld , if  we co u ld  have

s ta y e d  a ro u n d  a  l i t t le  lo n g e r . "

I spoke of som e of the good th ings E ng land  had  le f t  beh ind  -  the s ta r t in g

of C iv il S e rv ic e , the com m on lan g u ag e . In h is  a n sw e r  he sa id , " T h e r e 's

no  g ra titu d e  in  in te rn a tio n a l a f f a i r s .  "

I fin d  i t  im p re s s iv e  and  a d m ira b le  the w ay the B r i t i s h e r s  I  know , lo o k

w ith  a  co o l c la r i ty ,  la c k  of b i t te rn e s s ,  a  s o r t  of d e tach m en t a t  the  b re a k u p

of the B r i t i s h  E m p ire .

L y n d o n 's  to a s t  w as long  too, too long I thought, b u t i t  w as  a  b e a u tifu l

to a s t .  I  l ik e d  the l in e s  "T h e  A rn e ric a n  and  B r i t is h  p eo p le s  a r e  no t s h o r t

d is ta n c e  c r u s a d e r s .  We a r e  v e te ra n  c a m p a ig n e rs  n o t a m a te u r s ,  and  n e v e r

q u i te r s .  " He sa id , "We have en o rm o u s  confidence in  the c h a r a c te r  of the

A m e r ic a n  peop le  and  th e ir  a b il i ty  to u n d e rs ta n d  and  m a s te r  t r i a l .  "

T h e re  w as ju s t  one lig h t m o m en t, in  speak ing  of the e n te r ta in m e n t, r e f e r r in g  
to  the ; .

/  r id ic u lo u s  'f la p ' o v e r the ch o ice  of so n g s, he sa id , "We m ig h t have c o m p ro m is e d  

and  sung a  d u e t. You s in g  God Save the Q ueen , and  I ' l l  s ing  G od B le s s  A m e r ic a . "

H a ro ld  W ilso n 's  to a s t  a ls o  w as long and  g ra v e . He b a c k e d  L y n d o n 's  

San A ntonio fo rm u la . Spoke o f how in  M oscow  la s t  m on th , h e 'd  e x p la in e d  to 

the R u ss ia n  le a d e r s ,  p ro m is e d  th a t onee th e r e 's  a  m ove to w a rd  p e a c e , the 

B r i t i s h  w ill p lay  th e ir  fu ll p a r t ,  bo th  in  n eg o tia tio n s  an d  re c o n s tru c t io n  in  

V ie t-N am . T o ld  Lyndon th a t h is  r e s t r a in t  in  hand ling  the  P ueb lo  in c id e n t, 

w ill e a rn  tr ib u te  fro m  re a so n in g  m en  e v e ry w h e re , and  in d eed , f ro m  h is to r y .
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H e 's  an  e x c e lle n t public  s p e a k e r , I  th ink, a lth o u g h  he in s is t s  on ca llin g  

th is  a  p r iv a te  sp eech .

It w as a  r a th e r  la te  h o u r w hen we le f t  the d in n e r tab le , an d  w en t fo r  

l iq u e r s  and  co ffee , in to  the R ed  R oom , and  th e re  d e a r  D ean, m ad e  h is  

e x c u se s  an d  d e p a r te d  q u ie tly . I  u n d e rs ta n d  th is  co m p le te ly , w ith  the long 

h is to r y  of the Lyndon Jo h n so n s  doing the  sa m e , d u rin g  the E isen h o w e^ ,.y ea rs .

a ln  a  sn a tc h  of c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  M rs . W ilson , sh e  w as sp eak in g  of 

cam p a ig n in g  h & in  th e ir  co u n try , and  sa id , th a t one tim e  they  w e re  in  a  c a r ,  

th a t w as b e in g  ro c k e d  by a n g ry  s tu d e n ts , who w e re  a lso  b ea tin g  on the w indow s 

and  the s id e  o f the c a r  w ith  s tic k s ,  and  th a t jshe w as actua^^ . , , .

W ell, w e 'v e  h ad  m o s t ev e ry th in g  in  th is  co u n try , b u t no t q u ite  th a t y e t. 

T hen , we w en t in  the E a s t  Room  a n d  w ith  a  v e ry  few w o rd s , I  in tro d u c e d  

Bob M e r r i l l ,  V e ro n ic a  T y le r  - I  h ad  a  d e lig h tfu l m o m en t w hen Bob M e r r i l l  

h ad  com  e down the re c e iv in g  lin e , and  we h ad  laughed  s im u lta n e o u s ly . I  h a d  

s a id , "Y ou and  I h a v e  a  pen ch an t fo r  c r i s e s .  "

H is g re a t ,  th r i l l in g  v o ic e , f i l le d  th e  ro o m , w ith  the G e rsh w in  songs ajid 

the R oad  to M andalay . E v e ry b o d y  w h o 'd  e v e r  h e a rd  of K ipling , r e m e m b e re d  

an d  lo v ed . A nd th en  V e ro n ic a  T y le r  sang  som e songs fro m  P u c c in i an d  S h u b ert 

and  M onati. A nd th en  a  duet, R o d g e rs  and  H am m er s te in 's  Y o u 'll  N ev e r W alk  

A lone. I  though t B e s s  h ad  show n g re a t ,  good ta s te  in  h e r  s e le c tio n  of e n te r ta in -

m e n t a g a in s t  the b a ck g ro u n d  of to d a y 's  ten s io n s  and  g ra v i t ie s .  . And Bob M e r r i l l
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a s  a lw ay s , w as  so ob lig ing . The fo u r of us w en t on the s tag e  w hen i t  w as 

o v e r  an d  th e re  w e re  p ic tu re s ,  and  then  Lyndon suxnm oned up H u b e rt and 

M u rie l, he a lw ay s  does th is , and  then  we took the P r im e  M in is te r  ou t in, 

the h a ll ,  ch am p ag n e  w as  p a s se d , a  l i t t le  b r ie f  c o n v e rsa tio n , an d  th e n  I 

s a id  g o o d n i^ t  a t  the d o o r, a s  Lyndon took them  out to the c a r .  :

He w en t up qu ick ly , say ing  to -the few  a ro u n d  h im i " I 'v e  go t to g e t 

b a c k  to K h a is a n ."

A nd I  fo llow ed  ab o u t 12:15 - the Joe K ilg o re s  jo in ed  m e , Jan e  looking  

a  l i t t l e  g i r l  in  a  h eadband , so co n ten t and  happy , liv in g  b a c k  in  A u stin , Joe  

"having a  w o n d erfu l law  p ra c t ic e ,  an d  se rv in g  a s  a  R eg en t on the U n iv e rs ity -  

B o a rd , an d  the c h ild re n  grow ing up in  th a t d e a r  town. No b ac k w a rd  g la n c es  

to  C o n g re s s  fo r  th em !

A nd the Johnnie L y le s , w hom  I d is c o v e re d  a c tu a lly  a r e  n e ig h b o rs  n o t 

12 m ile s  aw ay  in  the h i l l  co u n try , w ith  a  hom e o v e r to w ard  B lan co , w h e re  

th ey  sp en d  so m e tim e  each  s u m m e r , and  a  good m an y  w eek en d s . John , too , 

c a s t  n o t a  s in g le  b a ck w ard  g lance to w ard  those  y e a r s  in  C o n g re s s .

A nd D ell auad S h erm an  B ird w e ll, who en joyed  the ev en ing  m o re , I  th ink , 

th an  n e a r ly  anybody. W e'd  se n t them  a l l  up g u e s t l i s t s  and  I 'd  done so m e 

re a r r a n g in g  of th e ir  se a tin g , so  th a t th ey  w ould be by  peop le  I thought th ey  

w ould be im p re s s e d  w ith , and find  co m pan ionab le .

We b a d  a  p le a s a n t h o u r of ta lk in g  T ex as  and  old  t im e s , and  in e v ita b ly  

John  C onnally  -  an d  Joe  K ilg o re  pu t an  end to i t  a  l i t t le  p a s t  one, w hen  he 

ro s e  and  s a id  goodnight.

# #  # # # # # #


