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It was a goOd White House day, I was up at eight, started to the pool.

I asked Lyndon to come with me, and to my delight he did. We talked and

' swam,’ this time I probably only'got 20 turas instead of my_usuai 30, but
I gave myself extra marks for getting Lyndon in the pool. He has wonderful -

‘ about staymg on thls d1et, Zephyr plans the menu, Juamta ﬁgures the calor1es, .

and they Juggle the'menu-1f necessary. They put the card by hlS plate, and -

he sticks to it; and the little chart in the bathroom, by the scales, goes down

: and down. It's about 201 now, such a wonderful difference. But .he does

n_o_tnge\;"the exercise to which he was so vigorously faithful while wevwere -

- home Christmas, : Lol ' R O LT P

. Then Jean Louis came for a hairdo, and under the dryer, I talked to

Liz about my April trip to Texas.

And then- the first real appo1ntment of the day, was Adele Slmpson, M1ss

Treyz, and Patsy (he is a man, in sp1te of the name) In this 11fe, there o

are at least two days, maybe more, in about February, and about Auguslt,

that are devoted ent1re1y to clothes. Today was a part1a1 one, and there are

-at least two women from the world of fashlon, that I've come to th1nk of as

my very special friends, Adele,Simpvson and Mollie Parnes.

' ,A qu1ck 'lookthroug.h her 'spring showing, one selection, ‘several maybes,

and then we had to postpone the rest until tomorrow, because, since I had - -

planned to see her, something had been set that I must be a part of.

- The ceremony in the East Roomfor the National Medal of Science Awards.. _ |

‘I went down a little afterb'12:30, waited for Lyndon at the elevator,' we marched
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the heart..

. understand thern‘v_. But there were ,_some familiar names to me, Edwin Land,“_

. of» the 'scientists and engineers‘ of Johnson,' in '64. o
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‘past the Marine band the batter-y‘ of eameras, into the East.Room, for another

of these ceremonies. So many of them, and this is one, that give a lift to

' This is Dr.. Donald Hornig's show, and is the assistant to the President

for Z~'S¢lence and‘-frechnology:." “The National Medal of Science was eetabliShed .

by an Act of Conéress‘in '5‘9, to provide_r‘ecognition to individuals who make '

outstanding contributions in the physical, biological, mathematical, and
engineering sciences, .T'o'day, the twelve received them for contributions, -

so sophisticated and specialized, that I could hardljr pronounce, much less -

who" had produced the PoIaroid camera, and I had watched him receive the

Medal of Honor here. And Igor Sikoreky, a pioneer in aircra’ft,‘ who

looked like a very dlst1ngu1shed old gnome, and h1s product, the hehcopter,

had, played a. very 1mportant in our l1ves. . And K1st1akowsky, who had been,

a Science D
I beheve,/ adv1sor to Pres1dent E1senhower, and 1ater, I belleve, wa.s one

Lyndon's speech was a great one, I only Qish he had had‘m.ore. t1me
to:s:pemkx study 1t and had dehvered it w1th more passmn, because I knew -

the pass1on was, there, in h1s feelmg that knowledge could free us from our

_ problems, and that these men were contnbutmg to knowledge. :

And after the last medal had been handed out, the beammg Dr. Hornig

Y

beh1nd the podJ.um and Lyndon congratulatlng the rec1p1ents, we then went

in the Blue Room and Ly’ndon had his p-icture made with the 12 recipients' -
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and then began the receiving line..

. There was Bill He.ggerty - he's the sort of man yoil.want g:e greet by .

| throwing your arms around him, and he was just as full of».en’thusia'.em as .

ever,"j- And the nicest thing about the ceremony, is that the families of the

' recipients come in full m‘eaSure,. wives.that are bedecked with oxrchids, .

chil'di-en_of a'.]l"'eges in their pa.rtjr best.” Th'ere‘ was one adorable 'litt'le"- '

giri who loqkedllike she o‘u'g‘.'ht to have her portrait pé.in_ted, in a velvet dress

-

'~ A'small group of Congressmen who are particularly o‘riented ’towards' "

'science, or whose constituents were winnédrs, even including Speaker

McCormack, and Me‘l‘ Laird;

A smeable representa.uon from Space, Dr.. Glenn Seaborg, J1m Webb

‘hlm self Ed Welch - and the scientists who had been on the Pre51dent'

Committee t0' award the Nati_onal Medal of Science.

‘It was, in its highly spe.cialized wé.y, a very s'tar-studded'greup',' and

1 tried'to add to the atmOSphere‘ of ; this 'is a special moment; 2 br'il_l'iant’-_ .
4 moment, because you have done someth1ng great,-by expre351ng all the .
' warymﬂtl_a a,nd appla.use I could. Th1s job ought. rea.lly to be filled by an '

‘actress; there are moments when one needs to be.

' Lyndon was in a desperate hurry, for an imperative luncheon for which

he was late. The receiving line had to go too fast, so when it was over I

went into the State Dining Room, where they were pas Sidg sherry and -

tomato juice, and some salty things. And went fz"ofh;gro'upA to group, visiting - -’

with a-lace collar, - - - . S S e ) T
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a.nd congratulatmg, and feelmg duly rewarded Because the families seemed
their .

thr1lled and happy to be in the White House. And that one of ywoxr own
had recewed a medal ’

Then, upsta.irs where I had lunch- on a tra‘y'. . Lynda came 'in to visit:
P And, _at two o clock began the most 1mportant meetmg of the day. M_.y sitting
w1th Madam Shoumatoff

- Clark Clifford had already seen the portrait, and he had been almost

‘ecstatic, ~'ixzizatcjiér'r"‘:''S'hi‘:{iinnét'to‘ff""’iivét.ci 'r"eéd}“ in the'/Lineoln’ Sitting Reom; the

llght_isv g'oold:'in_ »th_er_e.‘ 1 chd not want to look I gave it the bnefest glance "
andthen satdown -‘in;t.he c_h.‘a1r‘ ‘whe're Iv_conld not s_ee_1t Lynda Blrd came

' m, ar;dexamined 1t very cr1t1ca11y and withva sort of approval that made me
relax; i. and settle into' my chair comkfortably.- Majrbe ‘within the next two K
months I.w111 have a portra1t for the Whlte House. ‘not the 1mportant on‘e,.
that 1s Lyndon‘s, but that step may follow.

Madam Shoumatoff talked eas11y, and 1nterestmgly, qu1te a steady stream

'really, and I fmd myself relaxmg into the chalr. It is as though two separate e

- talents were mvolved the pamters talent of the eye and the hand and the A

’ talent °f the raconteur, who keeps the s1tter mterested and at ease - both BTl

go along rn tande_'m.'
The sitting lasted more than two hours, with a2 10 minute break," and then‘.-,' -
we made a date to‘meet again, I'm feeling e,ncouraged', almostelated'. )

Said goodby, did some more work in my room, tried to take a 30 minute
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nap - these six or seven hour 1ong nights, when Lyndon turne the 11ght

off atyone or t_wo and wakes up again at seven, leave me dull and depleated.

How can he stand it!

- And at fi\}e 'o'clo'ck, I dressed and joined Juanita, Dorothy, ‘and Dr.

Grover; ,and w'ex'it'over to the Smithsonian. ‘,The' public day was over.'

Helen Rlpley met us at the car, a.nd I saw for the flrst t1me, the1r great

- modern, steel sculpture. It was good.,-—.the first such piece I ever really.  .....

liked. ‘and it’s because it's 'well married to th'e building, it is sighted in.
How I hope the H1rschhorn L1brary will be as well done.
., his assistants, =~ =

Dﬂlon had asked three“ of/h1s top people plo.s Mrs. Clapthor, who is -

the curator of the First Lady s Gallery, to go with us. ’I‘h1s we saw first,

' Its_ 14 fe_et ceilihgs, we will never be able to duplicate in the Johnson :
‘Library, thatis, unless we steal a bit of the great hall. I explained that
- we hoped to use a few squ'are"fe'et of the Johns'on Library, to make a

v1gnette -a 11tt1e picture of soc1a1 11fe in the Whlte House, perhaps a State |

Dmner or Lum‘s Weddmg receptmn, or Lynda's weddmg in the East Room. "

We walked through about four gallenes, after the F1rst Lady s, then . |

' the collectlon of campa1gn matenal be glnmng with the banner used in

. Thomas Jefferson s campalgn, r1ght on down to a great b1g Kennedy button. |

‘And'lt's paper mache. figures and a torch 11ght parade, and its real platform

_of a train, I thought it was funny, gay. History, true, and so amusingly

told.
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Ralph Becker ‘has a collectlon of campalgn memorab111a, Wthh he
mlght lend to the Johnson L1brary. He and Juanita have had conve_rsations
. - also ’ T . :
, on the subJect and/he and Mary Lasker, I thmk This in the Smithsonian,
is~part1y his, on 1oan. 7

' -' '-We saw many intereSting things. *The electric.outlets actually seem

“to be JU.St a gr1d below the marble ﬂoor, with the poss1b111ty of pluggmg i e el

every 16 feet'in a vast checkerboard

:D1110n kept on saying ”Variety, Variety"; | A srnall between'vfull of
8 objects, and then“a room setting, and th’en pos.tersh'- but 'there.were m;'
RS - mov1es, either b1g or l1tt1e. ' I was charmed by 1t and 1f the Johnson L:.Lb.rary
should emerge 50% as good I thJ.nk I would be happy. |
I spent an hour a.nd a half in all, gomg at last to a room called "Past1rnes
~ of Pres:.dents"', a combrnatlon of photoe, and objectst-. Theodore Rooseyelt‘s
r1f1e and skns, Lyndon's saddle. o |
Then’ when we emerged irom the Smlthsoman. there, saﬂing _high iﬂn the
.sky, up‘ above the -modern‘ ‘s:cutlpt\.tre, was a full rnoon.' And Juamta .‘ie_aid,.
"'.'I‘hat accounts ”folr all the loony 'letters we've been gettmg. | It hapbens over -
A.'V\‘r:e".thanked_'them all anq‘. drove back to' the White‘iHeus"e, and Juanita had
' “What,»’may turn ont to be an'.eﬁccellent idea. She sa1d ”Under the stacke, why

can't we Just steal a few feet, and extend the ceﬂ.mg on up from the 8 or 10

R S ‘ that it now is, to at least 14. I think we should-at least pursue it. a
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' Back in the White House, I got Paul Fisher to start,”Gone with the

‘Wind" again, second half, and .Mary and I watched for about hatf an hour..A

Then came a call that Lyndon was com ing, with a friend of mine. It turned

out to '.be C. R.‘-Sr.nith, who came:in, walking jauntily, with that air of .

, ‘ac»hiev'err'sent that it_'am h_aopily familiar With, and he se.id, "Meet your' new

Secretary of Cornrne_ rce." -And~ that"c‘rn's’tyi gentlernen; v himself, -had a

‘very warm smile on, 1 congramlated Lyndon, and told C R. how happy

- I'was that he was going to join the Cabinet;

Then we had dmner. 301ned by Mary and Sa.m Houston, and Mane.

P T e

I thanked C. R for the brochure he had sent me, on des1gn for electrlc ,
transmiesion lines. vAll the electric companies hxlx; Seemed, had .commissioned ‘
Hen_ry'vl’)rey‘fu.s to dre.w up eorne handsome destgns, that might take the heat :
off ot the‘rn; the pubhc cllamor:to vgo underg.‘round with tr"ansmi;_s‘s‘ion lines.

' I‘remember how I'd 'otten said that(themost imnreesive'thinge athout -

New York were its bridges', those slender, - graceful silver threads a.c'ross :

the ‘,r.ive"r", and so, perhaps, it‘s‘ not impossible to get some grace, some .

interest in the se~transrnission lines as they. stride across 'the continent. s
At least, 1t's an 1nterest1ng chmate when the 1ndustry starts try:mg.

The talk at dmner was mostly about gettmg tourism to the United States.

: _And then C. R. had to lea.ve to catch a pla.ne, and Mry and I went: r1ght back

~ down to the theatre, and for another hour and twenty mmutes suffered through

the C1v11 War, ‘and the love story of Scarlett and Rhett.
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' And then, back upstairs, I had so\m_e’exercises and a massage, and

'went to bed a little before 12,

Actually, I guess the most 1nterest1ng thmg of the day, was an event

_ that I had not part1c1pated in at all, When I‘returned from the Smithsonian, h
- the second ﬂoolr ha]l was full of act1v1ty and walters, .a. noise commg from
o "_x': ‘the- Yellovr Room.lv Lyndon sent for me and as 1 got to the door, he said,
: "And here's the younges't one of them all, “: introducing me to a r.oom _fuil

of peoéle, mostly Quite 'jroun"gl‘l thought. | I‘ saw ha.rdly any familfar faees - '.

 John Steele \of' Time,; Tom Johnson, I think. I simply said'hello and left.. o

1 ‘r_ealize thie' muet be the "ﬂiime group. I had heard Lyndon plannmg
it, in a br1ef hurr1ed sentence, 1nterspersmg 1t between n1ght readlng,

giving out dlrectlons to one of the young fnen in the morning. Tlme, Inc. "

had sponsored the gathermg of the Pres1dents of the Un1ver51t1es Sltudent |

' Bomee; vand I thmk,'-_ a f_ew Coflege ed1tore .thrown in.‘-. »fI‘hey’ were‘meeting

iln" VWa'shin_gton‘ to be hrie_fed by various offic:’ta.le and Lyndon has‘ oromieed ; ‘

'to-'meet thhthem. And h1e d;rectlons to 3111,. or Ma.rvm; or whoever. it

wa.s, went some thtng hke thfst "You ought to get the W'hlte House Fellows-
,,_over’to see' 'them‘.‘ You ought to ask all the- young staff -( and he rattled them L

off) come 1n and ws1t w1th fa.rst one and then another, and then after they've . T

had about 30 mmutes or an hour there, 1'11 come in a.nd talk to them, ‘and

they can ask quest1ons. I want them to gee some of the ‘young folks that

.help run this place,"

Later, I heard reports that indicated an exciting, 'productive,-' wondexrful
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