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I  w as  up  a t  the unw elcom e h o u r of a  l i t t le  p a s t  sev en , to w a tch  my, 

a p p e a ra n c e  in  the T oday  Show. It w en t a long f a i r ly  w e ll. I t  w as  a 

d is c u s s io n  of the  a r t  o b je c ts  and  p a in tin g s  th a t h ad  co m e to the  W hite 

H ouse s in c e  we q u b se lv e s  a r r iv e d ,  and  i t  began  in  the G re e n  R oom , w ith  

m e  s it t in g  on th e  D an ie l W eb s te r  so fa , te llin g  ab o u t the s i lv e r  coffee u rn  

th a t h ad  b e lo n g ed  to John an d  A b igail A dam s, and  i t  w as r a th e r  s tif f  

d o w n s ta ir s .

A nd the seco n d  h a lf , w hen we m oved  u p s ta i r s  an d  w e re  ta lk in g  ab o u t 

the p a in tin g s , w as w a rm e r ,  I  thought, and  m y love fo r  them  c am e  th ro u g h  

I  h a d  done i t  Tinder b a .d "c ircu m sta n ces . I  h ad  m e a n t to im e r s e  m y se lf  in  ' ' r ' ' '  - ‘ 

the fa c ts  and  the fe e lin g s  of e a c h  g ift, on the we^ekend b e fo re  I  d id  the show , 

on a  M onday m  o m in g . I  lik e  to r e a d  and  study , and  be fu ll of a n e c d o te s , 

an d  r e a d y  p h ra s e .  In s te a d , i t  had  b e e n  a  v e ry  bad  w eekend , i t  w as bogged  

down in  gloom  and  in e r t ia ,  and  in  w an ting , a s  the v e ry  l e a s t  I cou ld  do, to 

s i t  an d  l i s te n ,  and  ta lk  to L yndon, an d  so I  d id  no t ap p ly  m y s e lf  to  the p ro g ra m  

T hough  a c tu a lly , I  w as  r a th e r  p le a se d  th a t u p s ta i r s ,  i t  w en t a long  w e ll.

F a i r ly  a r t ic u la te  and  so m e of the w a rm th  and  love I fe e l fo r  the p a in tin g s , 

cam e -th ro u g h , a s  I  lo o k ed  a t  the W inslow  H o m e r, and Sully, an d  the M ary  ' 

C a s s a t t .  ' - ^ :

A nd then , oh h o r r o r s ,  a s  I b eg an  to talk^about the R o b e r t  H e n ri, an d  

tu rn e d  to i t ,  the c a m e ra  w en t b a c k  in s te a d , to the Sully, once m o re . , I  g u e ss  

the H e n r i w ound up on the  cu ttin g  room  f lo o r . I  w as fu rio u s  - we e i th e r  m u s t
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: . fo llow  th e se  th ings th rough  to the v e ry  end , we m u s t have the  r ig h t, o r

we m u s tn 't  s ig n  up fo r  th em . It w as lo o se  and  s la c k , an d  in e ff ic ie n t, and 

I w as a n g ry  a t  m y se lf  and  d isap p o in ted  in  m y s t a f f .^  But no tim e  to m o u rn  - 

I  d r e s s e d  q u ick ly  and  sa id  goodby to Lyndon, and  caugh t the sh u ttle  to 

N ew Y o rk , B e s s  w ith  m e , w e w ent to the H otel P i e r r e ,  w ith  th a t s e n se  of 

. e x c ite m e n t I lin fa iling ly  fe e l  w hen I go to New Y ork .

M iss  T re y z  w as th e re , w ith  c lo th e s  fro m  M arq u ise , and  I d ec id ed  on 

a  s u m m e r  s u it  in  yellow  co tton , an d  y e a rn e d  fo r  two m o re , b u t th e y 'r e  

so  ex p en s iv e  an d  I  g e t s c a re d  w hen I coun t up the p r ic e s .

• I  h ad  a  s te a k  fo r  lunch , M r. S tav ro p o lo u s cam e o v e r , an d  I t r i e d  on 

~s even ing  d r e s s e s  an d  s e le c te d  two, a  p ink  e m b ro id e re d  w ith  f lo w e rs , th a t

lo o k s  lik e  a  B o ttic h e lli  g i r l  dancing  in  a  d e ll; an d  a  c e r i s e  ch iffon . ■

A nd then , w ith  B e s s ,  I  d ro v e  to the D eco ra tiv e  A r ts  B uild ing  a n d  lo o k ed  

fo r  d in ing  ro o m  c h a i r s .  A t K ittin g e r , and  Wood and  H ogan, a n d  B a k e rs .

A few  peop le  s ta r e d  a t  roe an d  w h isp e re d  to th e ir  com pan ion , b u t m o s tly  B e s s  

and  I  w e re  le f t  e n t i re ly  a lo n e  and  conducted  our b u s in e s s  qu ite  h ap p ily  an d  

f a i r ly  qu ick ly .

I  w as b a c k  a t  the h o te l b y  fo u r, h ad  a  good long r e s t ,  r e a d  a  m a g a z in e , 

an d  th en  M r. J a c k  and  E ddie  Senz a r r iv e d ,  an d  I w ent th rough  the r i tu a l  o f 

g e ttin g  m y  h a i r  done up on top of m y  h ead , an d  m y face  m ade up w ith  fa ls e  

e y e la s h e s ,  and  pu t on the b e a u tifu l gold  lam e  c o a t and  d r e s s .  The f a b r ic  

C  h a d  b e en  g iven  to m e by a  v is it in g  c h ie f  of S ta te . I t ’s the s o r t ,  th a t w hen
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you g e t t i r e d  of w e a rin g  i t ,  you can  b u rn  the fa b r ic  and  th e re  w ill be a

re s id u e  of gold  in  the pot, they  to ld  m e ,

I  s tu d ie d  the  g u e s t l i s t  an d  then , w ith  L ynda, who looked  r e g a l  in  a  

w h ite  d r e s s ,  w ith  h e a v ily  b ead ed  s le e v e s , lik e  a  co a t of m a il ,  and  h e r  

h a i r  p ile d  h ig h  on h e r  h ead ; and  C huck, and  B e s s , the fo u r o f u s  w ent to 

M a ry 's  h o u se . T h e re  w e re  p h o to g ra p h e rs  w aitin g  fo r  us a t  the s te p s , we 

p a u se d  fo r  p ic tu re s ,  and  then  in s id e , to the w elco m in g  e leg an c e , the 

b e a u tifu l p a in tin g s , M a tis s e , M onet, U tr il lo , van  Gogh; and  im p re s s io n  

of b r il l ia n t  sp la sh in g  c o lo r  a g a in s t  a  w hite  b ack g ro u n d , and  f lo w e rs  e v e r y -

w h e re .

T h is  is  a  s o r t  of s a b a tic a l  fo r  m e , only i t 's  n o t th a t r a r e  r e a l ly .  I  

go u p  ab o u t tw ice a  y e a r ,  to so m eth in g  gay an d  lo v e ly  a t  M a ry 's .  T h e re  

w e re  ab o u t 30 g u e s ts  fo r  dinnier, m an y  of them  p lanned  fo r  L ynda - the 

Jo h n  F le m in g s ; the young C a r te r  B u rd e n s , in  h e r  ^aas|^KX e a r ly  2 0 's ,  s h e 's  

the y o u n g es t w om an to have e v e r  m ade  the b e s t  d r e s s e d  l i s t .  A nd I, lik e  

e v e ry  o th e r  w om an  in  the  ro o m , took  in  c a re fu lly , the c o v e re d  w iiup  \n^ite  

e leg an ce  and  the s im p lic ity  of h e r  d r e s s .

T h e re  w as A c tr e s s  K itty  C a r l is le (M rs .  M oss H a rt) ; W a rr ie  Lynn, D ick  

A d le r .  L o v e ly  J e a n  M u rra y  V a n d e rb ilt  -  and  I cou ld  thank  h e r  fo r  the  d e a r  

l e t t e r  she  h ad  w r itte n  Lyndon. C h r is  B rody , M a ry 's  s tep  g ra n d -so n , w ho 

h ad  w o rk ed  one s u m m e r  a t  the W hite H ouse. D avid M e rr ic k , and  John  

L oeb , J r .  , L y n d a 's  o ld  beau j and  G ian c a rlo  L u is ie l l i ,  Ann F o r d 's  h u sb an d , 

who to ld  u s  th a t she  w as off sk iing  w ith  C h a r lo tte ,
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I  s a t  on P a u l H o ffm an 's  r ig h t,  w ith  John  F lem in g  n ex t, and  c lo se  to ' 

M r s .  R ic h a rd  R o d g e rs , who, in  a  d e lic a te  fem in in e  p r in t ,  lo o k ed  lik e  sh e  

ought to  be s ip p in g  lem o n ad e  in  a  su m m e r  hou se , an d  ta lk ing  ab o u t the 

c u ltu re  of r o s e s .  A v e ry  p e r fe c t  lad y , and a  c h a rm in g  w om an.

I t  w as a  v e ry  c iv iliz e d , b ea u tifu l even ing , d e lic io u s  food, good c o n v e r -

sa tio n . P a u l H offm an ta lk e d  of the w o rld  w ide rev o lu tio n , in  n e a r ly  e v e ry  

a s p e c t  of liv in g , s o c ia l,  c u l tu ra l,  eco n o m ic . P e rh a p s  i t  takes a  b lan k e t 

'p h ra se 'l ik e 'th c L t 'to  ex p la in  w h a t 's  happening  to u s . - .

A nd I  c a s u a lly  b ro u g h t up to John F lem in g , the su b je c t ab o u t a  d o cu m en t 

c o n ce rn in g  the L o u is ia n a  P u rc h a s e .  H ad he h e a rd  of such  on the  m a r k e t?

. Som eone h ad  to ld  u s  abou t i t  and  w e re  even  c o n s id e rin g , v e ry  te n ta tiv e ly , 

p u rc h a s in g  i t  fo r  the L ib ra ry .  I t 's  in  the hands of a  g a lle ry , so m eth in g  

lik e  N e r d le r ’s , I  b e lie v e , and  to m y s u r p r i s e ,  and  I a lm o s t  th ink  to h is ,  

h e  s a id  "S h a ll I te l l  you so m eth in g . T h a t can ie  fro m  m e . Y o u 're  ta lk in g  

ab o u t the E n g e lh a rd s . " I w as , in  p a r t ,  e m b a r r a s s e d .  I w ould n e v e r  h av e  

h im  th in k  th a t w e w e re  try in g  to  p u rc h a se  i t  fo r  l e s s .  And in  p a r t ,  a m u se d  

b e c a u s e  i t  f i t  so  w e ll in to  'I t 's  a  s m a ll  w o rld ’ s to ry .

W ith the ch am p ag n e . C huck ro s e  and  m ade>a to a s t  to M ary , ad eq u a te  / 

and  n o t a s  good a s  I 'v e  h e a rd  h im  m ak e , and  th e re  w as a  to a s t  to the 

P r e s id e n t ,  and  th en  John L oeb ^  ro s e  and  m ad e  a  v e ry  n ice  to to a s t  to C huck, 

id en tify in g  h im  s e lf  a s  one of the 'a l s o - r a n s '.
o th e r

\  And then  a s  we ro s e  fro m  the d in n e r  ta b le , a»ac g u e s ts  began  to co m e .

c
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T h ey  w e re  v e r y  c a s u a lly  in tro d u c e d , and I  am  s u re  I d id  n o t see  them  a l l .  

Q u ite  a  co n tin g en t fro m  the n ew sp a p e r w o rld  - the T u rn e r  C a tle d g e s , an d  

the G a r d n e r  C o w les , and  M a rg a re t  and  C lifton  D an ie l - I  to ld  h e r  we had  

M rs .  T ru m a n 's  p o r t r a i t  and  we m u s t p lan  a  day  w hen she w ill be s u re  to 

com e^ an d  g e t a l l  of the T ru m a n  o ld t im e rs ,  and have a  p a r ty  w hen  we hung 

■it.; ■ ‘ '

A nd G eo rg e  H unt, the e d ito r  of L ife M agazine , w ith  whom L iz  se em e d  

to  sp en d  the even ing .. And :then A rth u r  .and M atilde; and g n o m e-lik e  l i t t le  , 

L e o n a rd  L im e s , w hose p ro b ab ly  b e e n  to m o re  p a r t ie s  than any  hum an  b e in g  . 

i n  New Y o rk . A nd I  re c o g n iz e d  a  f a m il ia r  n am e , R o b e rt M a sse y , a s  the 

a u th o r  of the c u r r e n t  b e s t  s e l l e r ,  N ich o las  and  A le x a n d ra , and  to ld  h im  I 

h ad  bough t h is  book to sen d  to a  f r ie n d , M arg ie  M cN am ara , and  w as looking  

f o rw a rd  to  re a d in g  i t  so m e tim e , m y se lf . He flaBoergasted m e b y  say ing , 

"W eU , I s e n t you a  copy, and  I  got b a ck  a  v e ry  n ice  note fro m  B e s s  A b e ll. " 

I ' l l  g u a ra n te e , i f  som eone h ad  sen t m e. a  book abou t the cvdtiv^ation of ,

c o p ra  and bongo bongo, b e tw een  1896 and  1916, i t  co u ld  have la in  on m y 

d e s k  fo r e v e r  - b u t n o t a  book  I  w an ted  to re a d .

Arid th en  he  fu rth e r  a m a z e d  m e by  say ing , "You re m e m b e r ,  I m e t you 

a t  the ra n c h . I  h ad  com e out to  do a  s to ry  abou t you, an d  I wound up h e lp in g  

you w r ite  a  sp eech , to ta lk  to the hom e eco n o m ics  peoplej' I  th ink  he s a id  

in  D e tro it.  A nyw ay,’ I  got a  iD m in u s  in  m em o ry .

F ro m  fr ie n d s  in  the D esign ing  w o rld , cu te  M rs . R ic h a rd  R a in e s , A d e le 's  

d a u g h te r . M oUie P a rn e s  and  h e r  son; an d  s e v e ra l  who a r e  h e lp in g  us put 

on the s ty le  show , fo r  the G o v e rn o r 's  w iv es . N ancy W hite of H a rp e r s ,  and
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I  th ink , E le a n o r  L a m b e rt.  The Bobby S arnoffs w e re  th e re ,  an d  the E d w ard  

W arb u rg h s ; D. S teven C u r r ie r ’s m o th e r; and  E d  an d  A lice  W eis l, E d

looking  v e ry  w e a ry  and  say ing  th a t he  w as g e ttin g  d isc o u ra g e d  ab o u t public  

s e rv ic e .

A nd M rs . E n id  Hawk, th an k  goodness I r e m e m b e r  the fo u n ta in s , and  '

w as  q u ick  to sp eak  ab o u t them , an d  she  eq u a lly  q u ick  too say  how d e lig h ted

she w as to be p r iv ile g e d , a s  she e x p re s s e d  i t ,  to pu t so m e  fo u n ta in s  on

the e l l ip s e  w h e re  they  w ould f ra m e  the J e f fe r s o n  M e m o ria l and  th e  W hite

H o u se . .

T h e re  w as M a r ie tta  T re e , we ta lk e d  abou t the b u s t  of S tev en so n  a n d .

the p re s e n ta t io n  to the W hite H ouse.

. . A nd som e of M a ry 's  r e g u la r  b a c h e lo rs  - D onaseg i O b e lin sk i; an d  M a jo r

A lex an d e r S e v e rsk i; and  G e n e ra l C o lte r ;  and a t t r a c t iv e ,  young E d. D u r re l l

S tone, J r .  - b u t by  f a r  the m o s t  in te re s t in g  m o m en t of the  ev en in g , fo r  m e ,

w as  w hen I s e tt le d  down on the couch  w ith  John L oeb. . S o m etim es  you can

fe e l  i t ’s q u ie t, even  i f  th e re  a r e  100 peop le  a t  the p a r ty . He s a id  so m eth in g

th a t I  s h a ll  r e m e m b e r  w ith  p le a s u re ,  " I n e v e r  s e e  a  p ic tu re  of you I  l ik e ,

and  then  w hen I  s ee  you, I  w ish  th e re  w e re  a  good p ic tu re .  T h e re ’s som eo n e
B ea to n

.1 w an t you to m e e t  h e r e .  " A nd he in tro d u c e d  h im , C e c il  h e ’d done

the s e ts  arid c o s tu m e s  fo r  M y F a i r  L ady , bu t I  r e m e m b e r  h im  a s  the p h o to g ra p h e r  

who do es  the Q ueen  an d  a l l  the ro y a l fa m ily . And John  Loeb sa id , " I 'd  lik e  

to  a r r a n g e  fo r  h im  to com e down to the W hite H ouse and m ak e  a  p ic tu re  of 

you. W ould you g ive him  som e tim e  ?" W hether i t  e v e r  h appens o r  no t, I
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s h a ll  fe e l, ab o u t h im  w anting  to , lik e  a  ch ild  w ould fe e l  ab o u t g e ttin g  a  v e ry

b ig  lo lly  pop.

He an d  P e te r ,  an d  I ta lk ed  ab o u t the tim e  we h ad  d in n e r  in  the Abe 

F o rtas*  b a c k  y a rd , w ith  the M cN am aras  and  Lyndon. And L ynda h a d  co m e , 

b r in g in g  C huck, f i r s t  tim e  I  h ad  e v e r  b ee n  a w are  of h is  p r e s e n c e .  And a l l  of 

u s  w e re ,  I  th ink , w o n d erin g  a  l i t t le  about it.

T h e re  w as m u s ic , b u t m uch  m o re  c o n v e rsa tio n  th an  d an c in g . I  saw  th a t  

M ary  had  p lan n ed  a  m id n ig h t su p p e r , w ith  sm a ll  ta b le s , on the  f i r s t  f lo o r  

liv in g  ro o m , b u t a  l i t t le  p a s t  tw elve , I s a id  goodnight, an d  w en t h o m e, leav in g  

the C a rp e n te r s ,  and  B e s s , and  W a rrie  Lynn, and  L ynda and  C huck, fo r  the ■ 

la te  h o u rs  a r e  fo r  the young.

And b a c k  a t  the h o te l, I  r e a d  m y se lf  to  s le e p . .

# # # # # # # # '


