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T h is  is  the day  I f in a lly  d id  rn y se lf  out of a  p lu sh  v a c a tio n . M a-yellen 

h a d  c a lle d  W ednesday  n igh t, o r  w as i t  e a r ly  T h u rsd a y  in o rn in g , to in v ite  

m e  to com e up to the G reen h o u se , to be h e r  g u es t, fo r  the th re e  o r  fo u r 

days of the long w eekend . She, N eva, B e tty  Ann, and  Jo  B eth  w e re  a l l  

th e i r ,  w eekends w e re  r e la t iv e ly  q u ie t, I  co u ld  have a l l  the fa c ia ls

an d  m a s s a g e ; and a t  n ig h t a  b r id g e  fo u rso m e , and  w o u ld n 't i t  be fun.

One s id e  of m e longed  to go; the o th e r kep t say in g  "B u t I have a sk e d  

M r. H u b b ard  fro m  N atio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  to com e down, and  Roy W hite , 

an d  w e 'r e  su p p o sed  to do som e p lanning  abou t the p a rk , and , a ls o ,  how 

w ill  the s to r ie s  r e a d " i  L uc i b a tt le d  v ig o ro u s ly  fo r m e to go; she i s  

d e te rm in e d  to  sav e  m e fro m  w h a t she  fe e ls  is  f a i lu re  to  indu lge  m y se lf  

enough o r  to e x p re s s  m y se lf  enovgh -  w ith  te a r s  of a n g e r , o r  s h e e r  aban d o n ed  

la u g h te r .  T h a t d e a r  l i t t le  g i r l  is  so  m any  th ings - a  p o te n tia l w r i te r ,  a c t r e s s ,  

o r  p s y c h ia tr is t .

T he d u lla rd  s id e  of m e won. I d id  no t go to the G re en h o u se . A l i t t l e

• p a s t  n ine  th i r ty ,  M r. H ubbard  and M r. M ark  Sagan, fro m  the N a tio n a l P a r k

S e rv ic e , a r r iv e d  and  we w en t o v e r the m a p s  w hile  we h ad  coffee , and  a f te r

, aw hile  R oy W hite  c a m e , ^ d  then , b e la ted ly , I  c a lle d  M ark  G osden. We

to u re d  the p a rk  a r e a ,  w ith  ex c ited  a tte n tio n  to the log c ab in  th a t w as  re v e a le d  
when- ■'
iwacDOcthe e x te r io r  of the dance house  w as s tr ip p e d  off; and  the o th e r  log ca b in  

th a t w as  found u n d e rn e a th  the p lank ing  of the Sw eeney h o u s e r ^ t  w as b i t t e r  

co ld ; w e 'd  com e to T e x a s  hoping fo r  sun , and  y e s te rd a y  th e r e 'd  b e e n  ic ic le s  

^  th re e  fe e t  long , hang ing  fro m  the c is te r n .  T oday, they  w e re  s t i l l  th e re ,  b u t
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m e ltin g , and the w ind  w as s t i l l  cu ttin g . .

R oy  W h ite , and  M r, H ubbard , and  M r. Sagan w e re  a l l  d e lig h ted  w ith

the log  c a b in s , and R oy’s plainsKd fo llow ed  out, on the spo t, so  m uch  b e t te r

th an  th ey  h ad  lo o k ed  w hen C onnie Wf>rth and  I  ex am in ed  them  in  W ashington .

B u t w e a l l  a g re e d  the lo w e r ro o f lin e  w ould  be p re fe ra b le  and  i t  w ould  be

a  h ap p y  so lu tio n  i f  we co u ld  m ove the vending  m ac h in e s  to a  lo c a tio n  on the

e a s t  of the b u ild in g .

E v e ry b o d y  w as a c tu a lly  p re t ty  happy  w ith  i t ,  I  thought; th a t i s ,  the p lan s

fo r  the v is i to r  c e n te r ,  b u t w hen we got b a c k  to the h o u se , and got down to

b r a s s  ta c k s  on w h at the ex h ib it w ould b e , in s id e  the  v i s i to r s  c e n te r ,  we cam e

to a  v a s t  gap . N othing ia  r e a l ly  p lanned . T h e re  i s  no b u d g e t fo r  an  ex h ib it

in  th is  s ta te  p a rk  - ncrdoes the s ta te  p a rk  b o a rd  have any  ex h ib it d iv is io n .

I t  tu rn e d  out th a t they  have one em ployee , a  v e ry  ta le n te d  young g ir l ,  M r,

G osden, who w o rk s  on e x h ib its . M r, H ubbard  sa id  th a t the N a ttio n a l P a r k

S e rv ic e , h ad  fo rm e r ly  h ad  a  d iv is io n  w h e re  they h e lp  s ta te s  p lan  th e ir

ex h ib it fo r  f r e e ,  b u t th is  h a d  b e en  w iped  out in  an  econom y m ove so m e tim e
r a th e r  e m b a \.ra s se d  

b ack . "Now, " h e  s a id , / "  they  could  and w ould give h e lp  to s ta te s ,  b u t they

h ad  to c h a rg e  th em , ” A fte r  m uch  q u estio n in g , and  all. of u s  som ew hat

e m b a ra s s e d ,  i t  tu rn e d  out th a t the S ta te  of T ex as  p ro b ab ly  w ould  have $5, 000

tak en  out of th e ir  c u r re n t ,  annual o p e ra tin g  e x p e n se s , to pu t up som e k ind

of a n  ex h ib it in  th is  p a rk , b u t i t  w ould be co m p le ted  and  re a d y  to do b u s in e s s

p ro b a b ly  ab o u t N ovem ber of '6 8 , b u t th e ,N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e  w ould c h a rg e
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a ro u n d  $2, 500. fo r  an  o v e r - a l l ,  long ra n g e , e x h ib it p lan n ed  fo r  the to ta l 

p a r k ; bu t, th a t, if  the young lady  who d id  w o rk  fo r  the S tate P a r k  B o ard , 

shou ld  com e to W ashington , they  w ould be g lad  to g ive h e r  e v e ry  a s s is ta n c e  

going th ro u g h  th e ir  la b o ra to ry , g e ttin g  id e a s  and  gu idance fo r  e x h ib its .

So, w e s e tt le d  on th is  l a s t ,  but w ith  m e, hoping th a t I  co u ld  so m ew h ere  

f ind  the $2, 5 0 0 ., and d e te rm in e d  to t ry . . . . ;

So the  n e t of the day  w as  no t m u ch . One th ing we a l l  a g re e d  oh, and 

th a t w as  the b e s t  ex h ib it w ould be the o ld  log cab in  i t s e l f ,  fu rn is h e d  in  the 

w ay  of the o ld  p io n e e r  of 1 850 's liv e d . And th a t shou ld  s e t  the tone fo r the 

w hole p la c e .

W esley  h ad  com e in  in  the m o rn in g , so the tab le  w as fu ll  a t  lu nch . M y 

co n tin g en t of p a rk  p la n n e rs , M r. H ubbard , and M r. G osden , and  M r. W hite, 

and  M r. Sagan, J im , and L a r r y ,  and  M a rie , an d  P h y llis , and  W esley , and  

L yndon, an d  I.

A f te rw a rd s , I took m y  g en tlem en  down to the b ir th p la c e ,  and  th en  out 

to the plcine, and  s a id  goodby, w ith  m an y  th an k s.

A nd w ith  R oy  W hite , th ro u g h  the b a th ro o m s  u p s ta i r s .  M a rie , b le s s  h e r ,  

i s  th r i l le d  w ith  h e r  ro o m .

A nd then , hav ing  w iped  th e ^ e e n h o u s e  ou t o f m y  m ind , w en t r id in g  w ith  

Lyndon an d  W esley , and  a  l i t t le  p a s t  s ix , the K rim s  a r r iv e d ,  and  A . W. and  

the five  of u s  d ro v e , in  happy  r e le a s e ,  \m til d a rk . T he sun h ad  b e e n  begun  

to co m e out in  the la te  a fte rn o o n , and  i t  w as w arm in g  up a  l i t t le .  Lyndon 

h ad  gone sw im m in g  a  tim e  o r  two. T he bubble , so o ffen siv e  fro m  the h ighw ay.
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o r  the a i r ,  is  q u ite  fu n c tio n a l an d  i t s  e a r n e d a 'p la c e  in  m y h e a r t ,  b e c a u se  

L yndon g e ts  e x e rc is e  n e a r ly  e v e ry  day . H e-has su rv iv e d  one of the 

s e v e re  t e s t s ,  conning to the ra n c h  w h e re  M a ry 's  cooking is  so d e lic io u s , 

and  s tay in g  on h is  d ie t.

T on igh t we h ad  f r i e d  c a tf ish , an d  M a ry 's  su p e rb  c o rn b re a d , and L yndon . 

a te  se n s ib ly .

J$ the long  New Y e a r 's  v a c a tio n  w as a  tim e  of the b r id g e  to u rn a m e n t, 

th is  w eek en d  is  the tim e  of m o v ie s . L a s t  n igh t, i t  w as the Sound of M usic ; 

to n ig h t. D r. Z h irv ag o , fo r  the seco n d  tim e ; and  we s t i l l  have m o re  fo r  

S a tu rd a y  an d  Sunday,

• A nd the m en  a r e  hav ing  a  m a ra th o n  dom ino to u rn a m e n t. Lyndon an d  

A. W . an d  a l l  th e ir  ta lk , th is  tim e  a g a in s t  W esley  an d  M elv in  - w ith  A r th u r  

an d  Sam  H ouston  look ing  on. T hey  p lay ed  in  the Y ellow  S ittin g  Room  and  

Lyndon an d  A . W . k ep t up a  runn ing  b a r r a g e ,  c a lc u la te d  to u n n e rv e , f r u s t r a te ,  

and  confuse  th e i r  opponen ts.

L u c i and  P a t,  andxins L yn a r e  h e r e ,  and Lyndon is  d e lig h ted  in  b e in g  

the  p a t r ia r c h .  I h a d  L u c i s e n t  bu t som e c lo th es  fo r  l i t t le  P a t r ic k ,  a n d  he 

h a s  them  t r ie d  on, an d  we a l l  s i t  a ro u n d  in  g lee fu l d e lig h t. He is  now tu rn in g  

lo o se  an d  w alk ing  a l l  a c r o s s  the ro o m . L u c i in s is ts  he can  co u n t up toaaaSbc 35 

s te p s ;  and we a l l  c lap  fo r  h im  u n til  h e  f in a lly  s i ts  down w ith  a  k e rp lu n k !

I  hav e  s to p p ed  ho ld ing  m y  b re a th  abou t Sam H ouston , an d  s e tt le d  in to  

a  c o m fo rta b le  s a tis fa c tio n . Lyndon in c lu d es  h im  in  m o re  and  m o re  th in g s .
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"C om e down and e a t d in n e r w ith  u s "  L is te n  in  on a  p o li t ic a l  m e e tin g . F ly

to T e x as  w ith  u s .

He h a s  m ad e  f r ie n d s  w ith the ch ie fs  an d  the d o c to rs , and  is  i t  too m u ch  

to hope he h a s  tak en  a  new  le a s e  on l i fe .  I  s h a ll  t r y  to cue h im  in  to w o rk in g  

on the L ib r a r y  so m e .

W hen D r. Zhivago w as o v e r , I w en t to b ed  and r e a d  N ich o las  and  

A le x a n d ra , in  m y  lo v e ly  new  ro o m , now c o m p le te , a t  l a s t ,  w ith  the so ft 

g re e n  ru g  and the b o o k ca se s  f illin g  w ith  the books' * '


