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' . T h is  w as a  good day . I woke r a th e r  la te  bu t fu ll of e n e rg y  and  w ith

th a t fe e lin g  th a t I w an ted  to tack le  m y  w ork . T h a t h as  b een  r a th e r  lack in g  

in  me: th e se  l a s t  two m o n th s . I  do n o t have the z e s t  fo r  the d a y 's  w ork , 

the d e te rm in a tio n  to  g e t the m o s t  and give the m o s t,  fo r  e v e ry  24 h o u rs  

th a t  I  h av e . A nd b u r  d e c is io n , o u r b ig  d ec is io n , th e re  a r e  on ly  days l e f t ,  

a t  the m o s t  a  m o n th , and  I  hav e  the fee lin g  the P u eb lo  in c id e n t h a s  c lo se d  

us in , h a s  ru le d  ou t o u r ch an ce .

I w en t to the sw im rning  pool, h ad  my.,30 la p s , and  then  to M r. P e r* s  

fo r  a  fu ll t r e a tm e n t.  H ad a  c h e e s e b u rg e r  b ro u g h t fro m  the W hite H ouse, 

and  w as b a c k  on the second  f lo o r  by abou t 1:30.

T oday , w e have a n o th e r  p a r ty  fo r  S e rv icem en ; one of the two b ig  r e a s o n s  

; I  w an ted  to  be b ack . L ynda m e e ts  them  and  tak es  them  on a  to u r , an d  I 'm

to jo in  a t  th re e  o 'c lo c k  a t  the th e a tre .

So I sp e n t an  h o u r an d  a  h a lf  a t  m y  d esk , w ork ing  w ith  A sh to n  and  

M a rily n , an d  then  a t  th re e  w as down in  the h a ll  to shake hands w ith  ev e ry b o d y , 

a s  they  f ile d  p a s t .  T he ra n k  is  lo s t  on m e and  I c a ll  them  a l l  M r. T h ey  f ile d  

b y  in  c a s ts ,  c ru tc h e s ,  c a n e s  -  m o s t of them  a r e  v e r y  q u ie t, i t  is  h a rd  to g e t ;

.. r e s p o n s e . ;

in s id e , T ony  M a ta r r e s e  w as m ak ing  loud , co n v iv ia l m u s ic . Once m o re  

I  m o v ed  fro m  tab le  to  ta b le , find ing  m y se lf  a  l i t t le  b e t te r  a t  i t  than  I  w as a t  

f i r s t ;  A good w ay to m ove on is  to  go and ge t a  r e f i l l  fo r  ev ery b o d y , on co k es  

^  . an d  so ft d r in k s , an d  then  a s  I p u t tineaKxa th e ir s  down, sa y  goodby.
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T he one young in a n  who tu rn e d  out to be fro m  c lo se  by  in  M ary lan d ,

I  s a id , " T h a t 's  n ice , I  g u ess  y o u r fa m ily  can  com e an d  see  you, I suppose  

the A rm y  m u s t m ak e  an  e f fo r t  to  pu t people  in  h o s p ita ls  c lo se  to h o m e. " ; ^

He lo o k ed  a t  m e q u ite  s e r io u s ly  and  sa id , " y e s | ,  the A rm y  goes a ll  the w ay  

f o r  y o u ."

A t a n o th e r  tab le  we w e re  ta lk ing  abou t the hom e s ta te  o f one of the b oys^

I th ink  i t  w as G e o rg ia . I s a id  "O h y e s , w hen m y  h u sb an d  w as in  the H ouse 

of R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ; 'a n d 'th e n  the Sena.te, I  u se d  tc rd fiv e  b ack  a:nd fo r th  

b e tw een  T ex as  and  W ashing ton , tw ice a  y e a r ,  and  I*d a lw ay s go th rough  

G e o rg ia ."  And he s a id , "Y ou m entioned  y o u r h u sb an d  w as in  the  S enate . 

W h at's  y o u r  n a m e . " I to ld  him  I w as L y n ck B ird 's  m o th e r . L ady  B ird  

•' Jo h n so n  - s h e 'd  b een  the h o s te s s  w ho 'd  m e t  th e m  f i r s t  today . A nd then

b e c a u se  I  thought I  s e n se d  h is  fe llow  s o ld ie r s  g e ttin g  p r im e d  to te a s e  h im ,

I  q u ick ly  ad d ed  " T h e re  I  s to o d  in  lin e  the w hole tim e , an d  m e t ev e ry b o d y  

and  d id n 't  te l l  you w hat m y nam e w as . " You fe e l  lik e  y o u 'd  do m o s t any th ing  

to p ro d u ce  som e r e a l  la u g h te r ,  som e se n se  th a t they  w e re  hav ing  a  good t im e , 

an d  you fe e l ,  a t  l e a s t  I  do, so  ig n o ra n t ab o u t how to do it .

I  r e m e m b e r  the le t t e r  f ro m  one of the o ff ic e rs  th a t c am e  a f te r  the f i r s t  

p a r ty ,  te llin g  u s  th a t the  m e n  h ad  r e a l ly  en joyed  i t ,  th a t th ey 'd  sa id  th ings 

l ik e , "T h e  P r e s id e n t 's  d a u g h te r . You know I thought s h e 'd  be s tu c k  up. S h e 's  

n o t"  . And "W ho e v e r  thought I 'd  see  the  f i r s t  lady  tab le -h o p p in g  and  b r in g in g  

^  m e a  c o k e ."  W ell w e 'l l  k eep  on try in g .

' , T h is  t im e , I  m ad e  n e a r ly  a l l  the ta b le s , by  the tim e  fo u r o 'c lo c k  a r r iv e d .

L ynda h ad  m ad e  h e r  goodby a  l i t t le  e a r l i e r ,  and  a  l i t t le  p a s t fo u r  I w ent down
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to  the D ip lo m atic  R ec ep tio n  ro o m , to jo in .Jo h n  G a rd n e r, fo r  the m o s t 

im p o r ta n t e v e n t of the day , the d ed ica tio n  of the C lin ic a l R e s e a rc h  C e n te r  

a t  C h i ld re n 's  H o sp ita l. ; .....

T o be w ith  h im , w as  v e ry  sp e c ia l  fo r  m e . It w as w hat I  h ad  flow n 

b a c k  fro m  T e x a s  fo r .  As soon  a s  I w as s e tt le d  in  the  l im o u s in e , b e fo re  

w e w e re  ou t of the W hite H ouse g ro u n d s, I lo o k ed  a t  h im  v e ry  s t r a ig h t  an d  

s a i d , ' I  w ant you to  know I 'm  g racefu l fo r  e v e ry  day you w o rk .fo r  the g o v e rn -  

•m ea t, -and I 'm  s o r r y ,y o u 'r e  going,...but I f e e l  y o u 're  going to sorae,thing ct

w h e re  y o u r h e a r t  is  r e a l ly  in  i t ,  an d  y o u 'l l  keep  r ig h t on w o rk in g  in  the 

sam e  s o r t  of th in g ."

He th an k ed  m  e and  sa id , " I  w an t to h e lp  the P re s id e n t ,  and  I th ink  I 

' —■ can . " . '

A nd th en  in  d e s c r ib in g  the  U rb an  C o alitio n , he s a id  so m eth in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  

lik e  th is .  " I t 's  m d d e/o f a  v e ry  d iv e rs e  co n s titu en cy , in  fa c t I  w as the  only  

p e r s o n  they  co u ld  a l l  a g re e  o n ."  I  g a th e re d  i t  w as a  b ig , am o rp h o u s , 

p o te n tia lly  p o w erfu l g ro u p , th a t r e a l ly  n e v e r  go t going.

We w e re  m e t a t  the h o s p ita l  by  D r, P a r r o t t ,  the d i r e c to r ; / a n  e ld e r ly  

c h a rm in g  m  an . D r . M o n tgom ery  B la ir , a f te r  whom the C e n te r  i s  n am ed . ; - . ! 

He h a d  b e en  d i r e c to r  f o r  m an y  y e a r s  and  h e 's  the l a s t  m e m b e r  of the B la ir  

fa m ily  to  liv e  in  B la ir  H o u se . W hat a  leg acy  to  leav e  to  a  c ity  -  y o u r  n am e 

on one of the h a n d so m e s t o ld  h is to r ic  h o m e s, the g u e s t ho u se  fo r  v is i t in g  

C h iefs  of S ta te , an d  a  r e s e a r c h  c e n te r  and  a  c h i ld re n 's  h o s p ita l .  -

T h is  w as one sp ee ch  I  r e a l ly  f e l t  good abou t m ak ing  - I  w as in  tune



MEMORANDUM

c
THE W HITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd a y , F e b ru a ry  27, 1968 P ag e  4

w ith  i t .  S haron  h ad  w r i tte n  a  d ra f t  th a t I  lik e d  a t  once, m ad e  a  few  

c h an g es , ad d ed  m y p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  JLuci th e re ,  so m e f if te e n  y e a r s  

3-go» p r a c t ic e d  h a lf  a  dozen  t im e s , and  fe lt  a t  e a s e  w ith .

S e c re ta ry  G a rd n e r  w as in tro d u c e d  w ith  the in ev ita b le  w o rd  'e x c e l le n t '.

I  w o n d er if  he fe e ls  ab o u t th a t  w o rd , lik e  I do ab o u t b e a u tif ic a tio n .

A nd then , h e  in tro d u c e d  m e . " I  have had  the good fo rtu n e  to s e rv e  u n d e r  

a  P re s id e n t ,  who h ad  done in c o m p a ra b ly  m o re  fo r  the h e a lth  f ie ld s , than  

'  -any o th e r  C h ief E x ecu tiv e -in  h is to ry ;  " And fo r  th a tT lo v e d  h im . '

A nd th en  he w en t on to sa y  som e things abou t m e , so g e n e ro u s  and  

fu ll of p r a i s e .  I know  fu ll w e ll i t 's  ju s t  w hat I w an ted  to  b e , an d  n o t w hat 

I  am , b u t of a l l  the m en  I know, h e 's  one of those  I  w an t m o s t to  b e liev e  i t .

"  T he au d ien ce  w as s m a ll ,  d o c to rs  and  n u r s e s ,  m e m b e rs  of the h o s p ita l

b o a rd , b u t w a rm , a p p re c ia tiv e , and  th e re  w as th a t s e n se  of ach iev em e  n t in  

the a i r . ' .

My sp ee ch  r e c i te d  b r ie f ly , the h is to ry  of C h ild re n 's  H o sp ita l f ro m  i t s  

b eg inn ing , n e a r ly  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  ago . And i ^ l a i m i n g  the s u c c e s s e s  

o f tech n o lo g y  an d  r e s e a r c h ,  e s p e c ia lly  in  m ed ic in e , I d re w  the p a r a l le l .

" I  f in d  m y se lf  hoping th a t w e, we A m e ric a n s , can  a d d r e s s  o u rs e lv e s  a s  

e ffe c tiv e ly  to the o th e r  i l ls  th a t besfet so c ie ty ; H a rd  c o re  u n em p lo y m en t, 

e d u c a tio n a l in e q u a li t ie s ,  p o o r h o using , c logged  tra n s p o r ta t io n  - a s  we have 

in  the p a s t  to the i l l s  of the hum an  body. "

G
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W hen i t  w as o v e r . D r. M o n tgom ery  B la ir  and  D r. P a r r o t t ,  took m e 

and  John  G a rd n e r  th ro u g h  the new  w ing . T h e re  w as a  s iz e a b le  p r e s s  and 

a  lo t  of p ic tu re s ,  in  the la b o r a to r ie s ,  and  a s  we v is i te d  som e o f the young 

p a tie n ts .  A l i t t le  b lu e  baby ; an d  a  l i t t le  g i r l  being  t r e a te d  fo r  a  m o s t 

h o r r ib le  r a s h .

A nd th en , c lo se  to 5:30, i t  w as o v er and  we d rove  b a c k  to the W hite

H o u se . I thanked  M r. G a rd n e r  fo r  h is  le t te r ;  h e 'd  w ritten m e b e c a u se  he

h ad  no t b e e n  ab le  to a c c e p t the l a s t  th re e  in v ita tio n s  to the  W hite H ouse. ■ -

He h ad  ou t of town sp eak in g  en g ag em en ts , and  he w an ted  m e to know h e  w as

s o r r y .  And I  to ld  him  we m is s e d  h im , bu t we looked  fo rw a rd  to  see in g  him

a g a in , b e c a u se  he w as going to keep  o n  liv ing  h e re ,  w asn ’t  h e . Y es. ,

O ur ta lk  ra n g e d  o v er the w hole f ie ld  of to d ay 's  i l l s .  I  canno t quo te

h im  e x a c tly , b u t I th in k  h is  fee lin g  w as so m eth in g  lik e  th is .  "W e n e e d  to'

change  the w hole c lim a te  of our th ink ing , the se n se  of m ia s m a , fog, p e s s im is m ,

e v e ry th in g 's  w ro n g , w hen r e a l ly  th e re  is  so m uch good th a t is  going on. 
th e r e 's  ■

S o rt of a /n o th in g  to f e a r ,  b u t f e a r  i t s e l f -  s ta te  o f m in d , in  w hich  we se em  to 

b e  tra p p e d . " O r am  I  m ir r o r in g  only  m y  own fe e lin g s .

A t a n y  r a te ,  h e 's  one o f m y  fa v o rite  public  s e rv a n ts ,  a lthough  I  th in k  ■ 

the rough  an d  tum ble  of r e a l  p o li t ic s ,  is  h a rd  fo r  h im .

I  h ad  ju s t  a n  h o u r to  w ind up  the d a y 's  w ork , and  th en  to  m e e t m y  g u e s ts .

W hen I  have a  f re e  even ing , I lik e  to m ak e  u se  of i t  to do so m eth in g  gay  and 

fun, w ith  the peop le  th a t I  m o s tly  w o rk  w ith , and  a s k  fo r  e x tr a  h o u rs  and  tim e  

' aw ay  fro m  th e ir  h u sb an d s and  c h ild re n , and  on le is u r e .  So I h a d  itivi ted
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B e s s  and  T y le r ,  and L iz  and L e s , and  S haron  F ra n c is  and  h e r  h u sb an d , and 

S im one, an d  B a rb a ra  K eehn, D r. H u rs t  w as a  house  g u e s t and  I  a sk e d  I rv  

D uggan, and  th is  m ad e  u s  e lev en .

T h ey  b eg an  com ing  a t  6 :30. We m e t in  the Y ellow  R oom , h ad  a  d r in k , 

an d  th en  we ch o ee  up s id e s  fo r  bow ling , w hich m o s t of u s ^ d .  But B e s s , 

and  I rv  and  one o r  two o th e rs  w ent sw im m ing . I d id  f a i r ly  w e ll, though 

D r. H u rs t  b e a t m e .

B ac k  on the seco n d  f lo o r  a  l i t t le  p a s t  e ig h t, we had  a  good b u ffe t su p p e r , 

Z e p h y r’s f r ie d  ch ick en  w hich  I  a lm o s t  n e v e r  hav e , and  r o a s t  b ee f, and  w a ld o rf  

: s a la d .

G rouped  c a s u a lly  in  the W est H all w ith  TV ta b le s , i t  w as a  v e ry  

in te re s t in g  ev en in g . S h a ro n 's  h u sb an d  is  a n .a r tr tic  e x p lo re r .  He ta lk ed  

ab o u t h is  t r ip s ,  the m a in  th ing th a t I  re m e m b e r  is  th a t DET h ad  b een  found 

in  th e  b o d ie s  o f p en g u in s , th a t f a r  fro m  the edge of the w o rld .

I w as a sk in g  h im  -w^at w as the  u se  of ex p lo rin g  the a r c t i c ,  and he w as 

ex p la in in g  to m e  th a t we cou ld  le a r n  th ings ab o u t o u r en v iro n m e n t, w e a th e r , 

the w hole eco logy . T h is  i s  one of th em .

A bout 9:30 we w ent down to the th e a tre  and  saw  L ive fo r  L ife  w ith  Y ves 

M ontand, w h ich  is  p re t ty  m u ch  a  w as te  of tim e . W ith th is  c ro w d , I  shou ld  

hav e  e i th e r  h ad  a  su p e rb  m o v ie , o r  ju s t  ta lk . T h e se , the people I  w o rk  

w ith  m o s t,  an d  w h a tev e r  I  p ro d u c e , i s  the p ro d u c t of th e ir  m in d , and  m y  

own to g e th e r , and i t 's  weU fo r  us to tra d e  th inking  and ju d g em en t, in  ju s t
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a  h appy , r e la x e d  way^

D r. H u rs t  w as the h it of the even ing . He*s e v e ry b o d y 's  fa v o r ite .

We sa id  goodnigh t ab o u t 11:30 and  I r e a d  m y se lf  to s le e p  w ith  N ich o las  

an d  A le x a n d ra , be in g  only  d im ly  a w a re  w hen Lyndon c am e  in , a f te r  2 o 'c lo c k  

in  the m o rn in g .

It h ad  b e e n  a  fviU day  fo r  h im , and  w hen I r e a d  the p a p e r , I  found th a t 

L u c i h a d  a c co m p a n ie d  h im  to D a lla s . She’d sa id , " I w as th r i l le d  to d e a th  

w hen daddy a sk e d  m e. I  h a te d  to se e  h im  go a lo n e . " How lik e  h e r  to be 

a w a re  th a t going b ack  to D allas  w ould be h a rd  fo r  daddy. T h is  is  h is  f i r s t  

tim e  th e re ,  s in c e  N ovem ber 63.

He w en t to  an  REA m e e tin g , i t  w as a  b r ie f  t r ip ,  fo r  a  good re a so n , an d  

i t  w as .w ise , I  th ink , to b r e a k  the b a r r i e r  abou t D a lla s , in  ju s t  th is  w ay.

■ # # # # # # #
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