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~This was a good day. I woke rather late but full of energy and w1th
that feehng that I wanted to tackle my work That has been rather lacking "
in me:-these last two months. 1do not have the zest for the day s work

the determ:.na.tlon to get the most and gwe the most, for every 24 hours

tha.t I have. : And our dec1s10n, -our b1g dec1s1on, there are only days lef t,

' at the most a month, and I have the feehng the Pueblo 1nc1dent has closed

us in, has ruled out our chance.

; _I_”_Vy_eh_tl to the s‘wimming‘ poo_l',- had my. .30 laps, and then to Mr‘. Per','s.',_

for a full treatmeht. Had a cheeseburger brought from the White HOuse, R

" and was back on the second ﬂoor by about 1:30.

g '-~_Today. we have another pa_rty for Servicemen; one of the two big reasons -

I wanted to be back. Lynda meets them and takes them on a tour, and T'm

-to join at three'o'cl'ocl‘c at t_he theatre. .

.. So I spent an hour and a half at my desk, ‘working with.Ashton and

Marilyh, ahd' then at three was down in the hall to shake hands with everybody," S |

as*they. filed past.‘ The ranh is lost on me'ahd 1 call them all Mr. 'I‘hey f11edi '

by m casts, crutches, canes - most of them are very qu;et, it is hard to get -

R response. A

 Inside, Ton'y_Matarrese was making loud, convivial music. ,",.lOn'ce;more e

1 moved from table to table, finding myself a little better at it than I was at

first. A good way to move on is to go and get a refill for everybody, on cokes o

and soft.drinks, and then _as I put thveimxs theirs down, say goodby. -
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The one young man who turned out to be from close by' in Maryland

1 sa1d "That!s nice, I guess your family can come and see you. .I suppose '

“of Repre sentatives;“’and"then' the 'Senate',"’I used td“'d'r'iiie back‘a‘rid for‘th”" e H

the Army-.must:make an effort to put people in hospitals close to-home, ' " 7 o

He looked at m e quite seriously and éaid,' “Yes‘#, the Army goes all the way
for you."
At anotheritable we were talking about the home state of one of the boys.

I think it was Georgia, I _said "Oh yes, when my husband was in the House

between Texas and Wa.shmgton, twme a year, and I‘d a.lways go through

Georg1a. " And he sa1d "You mmtmned your husband was in the Senate.

» What"s" your name. " I told: h1m I was Lyncthd's rnother, Lady B1rd ;

Johuson -'she'd'been the hostess who‘d met them ﬁrst today. And then

. because I thought 1 sensed h'.I.S fellow soldiers gettmg prlmed to tease h1m,

| I qu1ck1y added "The re I stood in l1ne the whole time, and met everybody

and d1dn't tell you what my'name was.'  You feel 11ke you'd do most anythmg
to produce some- re‘al laughter. some sense that they were havmg a good t1me, ,
arxd you'feel at ‘least I do, .so 1gnorant.about how to do 1t.., : |

- I remember the letter lfrom‘One of the off1cere that came after the f1rst
party, telhng us that the men had really en_)oyed 1t, that they'd said thmgs

hke, "The Pres1dent's daughter. You know I thought she'd be stuck up. She s

~not". And "Who ever thought I'd see the first 1a.dy table—hopp1ng and bnngmg

‘me a coke. " Well-we'll keep on trymg.

_ Th1s tlme, I made nearly all the tables, by the t1me four o'clock a.rrlved

Lynda ha.d made her goodby a llttle earl1er, and a l1ttle past four I went down _ '
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‘to the Diplomatic Reception room, to joi;i.John Gardner, for the most .

important event ef the day, the dedication of the Clinical Research Cente'r‘

‘at Children's Hospital.

To be with him, was very special for me. It was what I had ﬂdwn‘

back from Texas‘fo:; ~_As soon as I was settled in the limousine, ‘before

L we 'Weire out of the White H'ous,e grounds,'s.I looked at him very stfaight and

~ment,--and. I'm .sorry‘-you'fe g.eing,,‘.but.l feel you!re gboing to something

said, "I want you to know I'm grateful for e{rery day you work for the govern-

where sreur_ heart is really in it, and you'll keep‘ i‘ight on working in the

- same sort of thi.ng."' ‘

He thanked me and sa1d ”I want to help the Presudent, and I thmk I

can."x

And then in descr1b1ng the Urban Coahtmn, he sa1d someth1ng approx1mately o "

up

- ‘11ke th1s. ”It's made/of a Very d1verse const1tuency, in fact I was the only ;
: person they could a11 agree on.!'-_ I gathered it was a big, amorphous, ‘

: potent1a11y powerful group, that really never got gomg

andvv :
We were met at the hosp1ta.1 by Dr. Parrott, the d1rector,/an elderly :

cha;:m_mg ;na_n,- ,:Dr.l 'Montgeme;ty B_lan-, after whom the Cer_lter is named.
. He had be_eri djfeeter forigmany Years and he's the last member of the Blaii-' IR
- family'-to live ih'.Blair‘ House. What a legacy tovleave to a'cit}'}- - youi: name

 on one of the handsomest old historic homes, the guest hduee for visiting

Chiefs of State, and a research center and a children's hospital, -

'This was one speech I really felt good "about ‘making - I was i’ntﬁne\";
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with it. ‘Sharon had written a draft that I liked.at:'once, made a few
chariges, a_.dded my pe'rsonal experience with Luci thereb, some fifteen -yeafs

J

Secretary Gardner was introduced with the inevitable word 'excellent'. -

I woﬁde.r if-he_feels_ahodt that word, like I do about beautification. .

"~ And then, bhe introduced me. "I have had the good fortune to serve under

a President, who had done ihcomparably more for'the health fields, than

‘ “-any other ‘Chief Executlve in history.'" * And for tha.t ‘I loved h1m.

And then he went on to sa.y some th1ngs about me, SO generous and

full of praise. I know full ‘well it's just w_hat I wanted to be, a_nd not what o

. Iam, but of all the men I know, he's one of those I want most tofb'elyiefre_ it. S

‘The audience was small, doctors and nurses, members of the hospital .

" board, but warrh',' appreciative, and there was that segse‘of achieveme nt in

' the air. -

" My speech reC1ted bneﬂy, the h1story ofCh11dren s Hosp1tal from its "

L.
begmnmg, nearly a hundred years a.go. : And 1n\c1a1mmg the successes

Lot technology and research, eSpeCIally in medicine, .1 drew the parallel, -

I ﬁnd myself hopmg tha.t we, we Ame ncans, can address ourselves as

'eﬁ'ectl.vely to the other 1lls tha.t beset soc:.ety, , Ha_.rd core unemployment,. .

educatmnal 1nequal1t1es,. poor houslng, clogged transportation - as we have

“in the past to the ills of the human body. "
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When it was over, Dr. Montgomery Blair and Dr. Parrott, took me

- and John Gardner. through the new wing". There'was a sizeable prese and .

a lot of p1ctures, in the laboratones, and as we visited some of the young

pa.t1ents.. A httle blue baby, and a httle girl be1ng treated for a most

Ahorr_ible rash,

, 'And then, _, close"tof'>5:30, it \}Vas. over and we drove back to the White

House, >I thanked Mr. Gardner for his letter; he'd writen me because he

had not been able to aceept the last three invitations to the White House. '
_He ha.dout of town speaking engage"r’ne‘nts, and he wanted me to know he was
sorry.” And I told him we missed him, but we looked forward to eeeing him“

'again, because he was going to keep on living here, wasn't he. Yes: ...

Our talk. ranged over the whole field of toda.y s 1113. I cannot quote

: h1m exactly, but I thmk h1s feehng was somethmg like th1s. "We need to
: change the whole chmate of our thmklng, the sense of miasma, fog, pessimiern,

. everythmg 8 wrong, when really there is ‘so much good that is gomg on.

there's -

~ Sort of a/nothmg to fear, but fear 1tse1f- state of mmd in Wthh we. seem to '

be tra.pped " Or am I m1rror1ng only my ownrfeelings. T

At any rate, he s one of my favorite pubhc servants, although I. th:.nk o

the rough and tumble of real pohtms, is hard for hlm.

I had JuSt an hour t° w:nd “P the day's work, and then to meet my guests. R

' When Ihave a free evemng, I like to make use of 1t to do some th1ng gay and

fun, with the people that 1 mos tly work with, and ask for extra hours and time

awa;r' from their husbands and"ehildren, and on leisure. So I had invi't’edi
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| B‘és"s-'an'd Tyléz;, and Liz ba.nd‘ Lés, #nd_Sharoﬁ f‘rancis and her husband,: and
Sifpdﬁe, "and‘;‘Ba.rbaré. .Kee'hn, Dr Hurst was a house guest andi aéicéd .Irv‘_
_ Dugéa.n, ;arid_bthis ma;dg .kus‘x eleven, | |
' They béé&n cor‘fhling"at 6:30, : We met in the Yeiloxx; Room, had Aa drink;' -
a.bn;l ihen-ﬁe chbeé .up sidé; for bg;v}.ing. w]’rﬁ‘cizh:fnost.'of usd1d But ;ﬂﬁes s; )
| : ' é.mnd Irv; ‘e.mld' ;)ne: cﬁ: two b_.theré v;/ent‘ smmmmg ' Idid 'faillfly well, tﬁc;ugh
Dr. Hurst beat me. | | R
vBack on t‘h_e‘ seéond flodr a li.ttle past eight, we vhad a g§dd Bﬁffet 'supp'er,' o
~ Zephyr's fried 'chickéﬁ-»which I almost never have, ‘and roast beef, and ’waldcsr_.‘_f*' .
: v:.é;ail':‘ad. 4 |
| C?oube_d _caqualiy in the West Hall‘-with TV tablnes, | it_;vas a ver.y
' Ainte.'vres_tfiu_xg“ évening_. Sha;;on's ﬁusba.iid is an arctic exp_lorei'. ‘He t%iked
| ..,-?;bout his t_ri.vp‘s',. the rnain"thi’ng that I rememﬁef is tha.t_ DET had i)een f§un<i -
: in the bpdieé of penguins; .t'h'at:far from I;he edge of the wo.‘rld.
1 \&as ‘a‘sking hirp ‘wh'a.t"wa's thg usé olf 'éxéloring fhe_ ar‘ctic_, and he _was}
expllaininhg'to ;nq that.“v;/.e.‘ ébuld lea:p tﬁiﬁgé about our er;_vironmént, Weathe;r,_
"ﬂ'ieiwhole ecology. Th131s .‘dyne 6f:£hgm. .

About '9:'3;0'.we went down to the theatre and saw Live fg_r_ Life v;ith'Yves. e

:Mbntand, which is préttjmuch a waste of tifne. Withl. this crowd,'.'l should
_ ha;ve either had a superb movie, or just talk. These, the people I .work‘v
with most, and whatever I produce, is the product of thei:o_.- mind, _é.nd my

Y

("' - own toge'fther?'and it's-well'for us to trade »t':hinking_land'judg‘efnent,‘ 1n jusﬁ




- MEMORANDUM _ .

THE WHITE HOUSE

" WASHINGTON

MIueSdaY' Fébruary 27, 1968 . o L .,Page 7.

i} happy, relaxed way.

~ Dr. Hurst was the hit of the evening. He's everybody's favorite,

5 _Wel'said goodnight about 1 1:3 0 and I read myself to sleep with Nicholas

'é_rid Alexandra, being ohiy dii:nly' aware when Lyndon came in, after 2 o'clock -

in the morning. -~ .

It had been a full day for him, and When I réad the paper, I fo,uh‘dv that v

Luci had accompanied him to 'Dallas. She'd said, "I was thrilled to death

when é‘a.'dd‘y asked me. Ihated to see him gc: alone, " ‘How like"her to be

‘aware that goiﬁg back to Dallas wouid be hard for daddy. This is his; first

time there, since November 63.

" He went to an REA me'qting.. it was a brief trip, for a good reason, and

‘it was wise, I think,._ to break the barrier a.bout’ Dallas, in just this way.
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