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T h is  w as a  day  th a t r a n  the fu ll g am u t of em otion , fro m  te a r s  to 

la u g h te r .  A day of g rin d in g  w o rk  an d  ro b o t hand  shak ing , an d  people  and  

ev en ts  crow ding  e v e ry  h o u r.

L yndon w as up e a r ly ,  though he h a d n 't  go tten  to  bed  Tintil p a s t  two th ir ty , 

h av in g  b re a k fa s t  w ith  S e c re ta r ie s  R u sk  and  M cN am ara , C la rk  C liffo rd , and  

G e n e ra l W h e e le r ,  D ick H e lm s , G e n e ra l T a y lo r , G eo rg e , and  W alt, and  T om .

A nd I  d isc o v e re d  th a t we had  fo u r m o re  h o u se g u e s ts , the C e c il  B u rn ey s  

an d  the C ro c k e t E n g lish s , who h ad  co m e in  on the p lan e  w ith  Lyndon. I 

c a lle d  th em , and  w en t up  to h av e  a  seco n d  cup of coffee w ith  th em . A nd 

C a ro l B u rn ey  gave m e an  h i la r io u s  d e s c r ip tio n  of how the u s h e r  h ad  gone 

fro m  ro o m  to roonriwith th e ir  b ag s  in  h is  h an d s, m u sin g  o u ts id e  o f the d o o r, 

w h e th e r  th e re  w as anybody in  th a t ro o m . F in a lly , they  had  b e en  pu t in  the 

Q u e e n 's  R oom , the only  v a c a n t one.

• We a r e  ru n n in g  p ra c t ic a l ly  a  YWCA on the th ird  f lo o r, w ith  W a rr ie  Lynn 

and  D ianna H gdges, and M ary  h a s  ju s t  le f t.  —  -

T o m o rro w , the  G o v ern o rs  an d  th e i r  la d ie s  w ill be h e r  fo r  the s ty le  show 

I 'm  hav ing  fo r  the la d ie s ,  I  w ill n eed  a  w hite d r e s s  th a t w ill show  off the 

re d , w h ite  an d  b lue  s c a r f  xcisEck w ith  the "D isc o v e r A m e ric a "  m o tif , so  I  

t r i e d  on a  n u m b e r , ch o se  one, w o rk e d  w ith  L iz .

H ad a  lu n ch eo n  of s c ra m b le d  eggs on a t r a y  in  m y  ro o m , an d  ju s t  m in u te s  

b e fo re  one o 'c lo c k , w en t down to the u s h e r s  o ffice , to w a it fo r  Lyndon. I am  

u s u a lly  th e re ,  and  then  w hen he ge ts  ou t of the e le v a to r , I  fa l l  in to  s te p  b e s id e
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h im  and  we m a rc h  in  fo r  the c e re m o n y , w h a te v e r  i t  i s ,  in  the  E a s t  R oom ,

T h is  c e re m o n y  w as lik e  no o th e r , Lyndon w as giving^tsi the  M edal o f 

F re e d o m  to Bob M cN am ara , and  say in g  goodby. And I  w as going , w ith  

c o u ra g e  s c re w e d  up, and w ith  d e te rm in e d  b r ig h tn e s s  and  a  tig h t ho ld  on 

m y  fe e lin g s i

L ynda c a m e  ru sh in g  in  to the U s h e r 's  o ffice , a s h e s  on h e r  fo re h e a d . 

Som ebody s a id  M arg ie  w as in  the  R ed  R oom , so we w ent in . A nd th e re ,  

w ith  M a rg ie , w as d a u g h te r  M a rg ie , M rs . B a r r ie  C a r te r ,  and K athy an d  

C ra ig . A s u r p r i s e  fo r  B ob, M arg ie  sa id . She had  c a lle d  them  an d  to ld  

thern to com e down fro m  sch o o l, and  w h e re v e r  they  w e re , and  in  a  m o m e n t 

Lyndon an d  Bob cam e  in  to g e th e r , and  we a l l  w ent in to  the E a s t  R oom .

T h is  tim e , the podium  w as a t  the end to w ard  the  e lip se . Bob and  M arg ie  

and  the th re e  c h ild re n , s tan d in g  s tiff ly  e r e c t  in  f ro n t of m a s s e d  f la g s .

A lm o s t a l l  the C ab in e t g ro u p ed  on the f ro n t ro w s. F a m ily , p e r s o n a l  f r ie n d s ,  

P en tag o n  b r a s s  and  U nder S e c r e ta r ie s ,  and  a  b ig  g a lax ie  of p r e s s .

T h e re  w as an  e le c t r ic  fee lin g  in  the ro o m . If I  h a v e -e v e r  s e n se d  em o tio n , ' 

i t  w as  th e re  today .

Lyndon beg an  sw iftly . He d e s c r ib e d  Bob a s  one of A m e r ic a 's  m o s t  

v a lu ab le  p u b lic  p ro p e r t ie s .  He sa id , " . . t h a t  A m e ric a  is  g iv ing  to  the w o rld , 

and  if  I  m ay  be p e rso n a l,  I  am  gi-tnlng to the w o rld , the v e ry  b e s t  th a t we have 

w in the m ost, im porta tx t w a r  of a l l ,  the w a r a g a in s t  p o v e rty , d is e a s e ,  ig n o ra n c e , 

and  h o p e le s s n e s s .  " He d e s c r ib e d  the S e c re ta ry  a s  an  " in te n se ly  lo y a l.
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b r i l l ia n t  and  good m an . " '

F o r  a l l  the  g re a t  so a rin g  w o rd s , I  cou ld  keep  m y c o m p o su re , b u t th a t 

s im p le  w o rd  ‘good* a lm o s t  undid  m e , and  i t  d id  n o t h e lp  to look  a ro u n d  the 

ro o m . T h e re  w e re  s tr ic k e n  fa c e s ,  and  tig h t c o m p o su re , and  f ra n k  t e a r s .

A t the  end , Lyndon sa id , " I  p re d ic t  th a t 20 y e a r s  f ro m  now , a n o th e r  

P r e s id e n t  w ill s tan d  h e re  and  sa y  "A rev o lu tio n  of a c h ie v e m e n t in  the d ev e lo p -

in g  n a tio n s  beg an  w ith  the ap p o in tm en t of R o b e rt S. M cN am ara , to  the W orld  

B ank  in  196 8 '" '. And then  he gave the h an d so m e m e d a l to Bob, and  th e re  

w as a  b a r r a g e  of p ic tu re s ,  and  Bob a p p ro a c h e d  the podium , g rip p in g  th e  

edge, an d  looking  a ro u n d  the ro o m ..

A nd th en  he  sa id , qu ite  s im p ly , " I  canno t find  w o rd s  to e x p re s s  w hat 

l ie s  in  m y  h e a r t ,  and  I g u ess  I b e t te r  re sp o n d  on a n o th e r  o c c a s io n .”

T h ro u g h  m y  m in d  kep t r in g in g  the w o rd s  - "Seven y e a r s ,  se v e n  y e a r s " .

I  know  ju s t  a  l i t t l e  b it  of w hat i t  ta k e s  out of b lood, an d  bone, and  h e a r t ,  and  

a ls o  w h a t k ind  of c o m ra d e sh ip  i t  fo rg e s .

M arg ie  w as one of the m o s t co n ta in ed  people in  the ro o m . A nd then  i t  

w as  o v e r  an d  we w en t in  the B lue R oom , to fo rm  the re c e iv in g  l in e . By 

they  c a m e , C h ie f J u s tic e  E a r l  W arren ; the C ab in e t, and  a l l  su ch  s o r t  of 

h igh  le v e l  o f f ic ia ls ;  m e m b e rs  of the  H ouse, includ ing  G eo rg e  M ahon, eind 

ev en  M endel R iv e r s .  S en a to rs  Bob K ennedy and  T ed  K ennedy and  th e ir
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We h ad  fa m ily  p ic tu re s  w ith  Bob and  M arg ie  and  th e ir, th re e  c h ild re n .

A nd th en , say in g  o v er and  o v e r , ' ’W e 'll see  you w hen you g e t b a c k  fro m  

A sp en . H ave a  good tim e  sk iin g . "

We le f t  a jid  I  w en t u p s ta i r s ,  and i t  w as a lr ig h t  to c ry ,  and  L u c i w ould .

. hav e  b een  p ro u d  of m e . She ho ld s  a g re s s iv e ly  to the op in ion  th a t if  you d o n 't 

c ry , if  you don‘t  le t  off s te a m , if  you d o n 't g e t m ad  o r laugh , so m eth in g  aw fu l ^ 

w ill  h ap p en  to  m e , an d  she r e a l ly  f e a r s  fo r  m e .

B u t i t  w as  a  s h o r t  few  m o m en ts  b e c au se  I had  to get in to  a  d r e s s ,  to. 

be p h o to g ra p h ed  w ith the m o d e ls  fo r  the "D isc o v e r A m e ric a "  s ty le  show  

to m o rro w ,' dow n on the-South  Law n. ■ - •—  . , —. ,

A nd then  to the L ib r a r y  fo r  p ic tu re s  of the m em b ’e r s  of the B u s in e ss  a n d  

P ro fe s s io n a l  W om en 's  g ro u p , re c e iv in g  fro m  P re s id e n t  M abel M cC lanahan , 

the G rim e  P re v e n tio n  k it ,  they a r e  d is tr ib u tin g  to th e ir  178, 000 m e m b e rs  

a c r o s s  the c o u n try . _

A nd then , a t  3:30 th e re  w as the. seco n d  c ro w d  of the day . A te a  fo r  th e  

N a tio n a l C o u n cil of J e w ish  W om en. I had  te lephoned  D oro thy  G o ld b erg , to  

a s k  h e r  i f  she  w ould  com e an d  stsuad in  lin e  w ith  m e , to re c e iv e  th em .

M rs ., L e o n a rd  W ein e r, the  P re s id e n t ,  p re s e n te d  m e w ith  a  book , ^ e r e  

T h ere  ^  a  W om an, the h is to ry  of the o rg an iz a tio n , and  then  D oro thy  an d  I 

s to o d  in  the B lue Room  and  re c e iv e d  the 300 o r  so m e m b e rs ,  only  a  v e ry  few  

of w hom  I knew . M rs . S tan ley  B reg m an , fro m  the W om an 's N atio n a l D e m o c ra tic  ; 

C lub , an d  M rs.. W ilbur C ohen, and  P eggy  G o ld s te in , M ary  K e is e r lin g , and
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J e a n  K in tn e r . N e ith e r  of u s  m en tio n ed  B o b 's  l e t t e r .  K atie  L ouchheim , 

a n d  D oro thy  M a rk s . A nd s e v e ra l  of whom  I su p p o se , w e re  in v ite d  g u e s ts ,  

n o t m e m b e r s .  , Jan e  F re e m a n , B e tty  F u rn e s s ,  V irg in ia  R u sk  and  @ enetta 

W ash in g to n .

T hey  w e re  a  v e ry  w e ll d r e s s e d ,  s m a r t  looking g roup , a n d th e re * s  

h a rd ly  e v e r  b e en  an  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t w en t th ro u g h , th a t se e m e d  m o re  

a p p re c ia tiv e  an d  s a id  so m o re  w a rm ly .

I  l in g e re d  an d  h ad  tea , and  ch a tte d  w ith  a s  m an y  a s  I cou ld .

I  w as  b a c k  u p s ta i r s  b e fo re  fiv e , to w o rk  on the cap tio n s  fo r the Good 

H ou sek eep in g  a r t ic le ,  w ith  L iz . W hich I  did, s tr e tc h e d  out in  the beautifv il -- 

canopy  b ed . I t 's  funny how ex h au stin g  i t  i s  to s im p ly  s ta n d  in  lin e  an d  try  

to g ive e v e ry  one of th re e  h u n d re d  w om en, a  m o m en t of in d iv id u a l in te r e s te d  

a tte n tio n , and  in  m an y  c a s e s ,  to r e c a l l  a  m u tu a l in te r e s t  o r  f r ie n d , o r  w h e re  

w e 'v e  m e t  b e fo re .  J u s t if ie d  o r .n o t, I  w as t i r e d . L iz  a l r e a d y  had  the cap tio n 5  

in  r a th e r  good o r d e r .

Som ebody a le r te d  u s  an d  a t  5:30 we tu rn e d  on the TV and  R om ney  w as 

announcing  th a t he  w as qu iting  the r a c e .  A d ign ified , r e a l i s t ic  s o r t  of 

sp e e c h , he ac q u ite d  h im s e lf  w e ll, I thought.

A t e ig h t, I  d r e s s e d  fo r o u r g u es t^ . G overno r B ran n ig an . T h e re  w as 

su p p o sed  to be ju s t  the th re e  of u s , an d  s e tt le d  m y se lf  w ith  som e w o rk , to 

w a it  fo r  th em , and  i t  w as 9:20 b e fo re  Lyndon a r r iv e d ,  b r in g in g  the G o v e rn o r.

We s a t  down fo r  d in n e r . The G o v ern o r h a s  v e ry  b ro w n  ey es  an d  v e ry
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w h ite  h a i r ,  p a rc h m e n t lik e  sk in , and  the l iv e l ie s t  m a n n e r . He re m in d s  

m e of C a r l  E s te s .  You canno t m en tio n  a p e rso n  o r  an  ev en t, th a t he 

d o e sn ’t know an d  have som e s to ry  ab o u t. He w as a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  p e rso n  

an d  I co u ld  n o t, to save  m e , d ec id e  w hat I r e a l ly  thought ab o u t h im ,

Lyndon c a l le d  Sam H ouston  and  in v ited  h im dow n fo r  d in n e r . He do es  

i t  m o re  an d  m o re .  I t  i s  a  k in d n e ss  p a s t  p r ic e .  Sam H ouston  d r in k s  up  - 

the p o lit ic a l ta lk , w hich ra n g e d  o v e r  G o v e rn o rs , and  p ro b le m s  and  n a tio n a l 

' . . , i s s u e s .

A l i t t l e  b it  b e fo re  e lev en , to  m y g re a t  d is c o m fo r tu re , Lyndon sa id , 

" L e t 's  d r iv e  ou t to M arv in  W a tso n 's ,"  knowing, th a t to m o rro w  is  a  s h e e r  

^  to u r  de fo rc e ,  and  th a t he*s got a  b u sh e l of w o rk  on the b ed  w a itin g  fo r  h im .

I  s a id , "N o, i t 's  e lev en  o 'c lo c k . " B ut he g a th e re d  u s  up , lik e  a  w h irlw in d , 

an d  out ,we w en t to  Bob K e r r 's  lo v e ly  h o u se , on the w ooded kno ll aboce the  

P o to m a c . '

M arv in  and  b e a u tifu l l i t t l e  M arian , w ith the d em u re  l i t t le  b la c k  v e lv e t 

sch o o l g i r l  d r e s s  w ith  the w hite  bow, w e re  w aiting  fo r  us a t  the f ro n t  d o o r. 

And the B u fo rd  E llin g to n s , D ick  H ughes, and  young G o v ern o r D ocking of 

K an sas  w ith  h is  s tr a w b e r ry  b lond  w ife; and  a  couple of o u r  s ta f f  m e m b e rs ,

, w e re  hav ing  co ffee  an d  c a k e , n e v e r  a  d ro p  of l iq u o r a t  M arv in  W atso n 's  

■ h o u se . ■ ■"

A nd a l l  the m en w e re  g ro u p ed  to g e th e r  in  s e r io u s  c o n v e rsa tio n , and  a l l  

(~ the  la d ie s  to g e th e r . B e tty  H ughes e n te r ta in in g  u s  and  w hat sh e  had  to sa y  w as
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r e a l ly  a  th r i l l in g  th ing . S h e 's  leav in g  e a r ly  in  M arch , to go in to  a  h o s p ita l  

fo r  fo u r  m o n th s . She w ill c o m p le te ly  s e p a ra te  h e r s e l f  f ro m  h e r  l ife , and 

c o n c e n tra te  only  on getting  h e r  p o te n tia l d ia b e te s  a n d  h e r  w eig h t p ro b le m s , -  

g la n d u la r  o r  w h a te v e r  th ey  a r e ,  u n d e r  c o n tro l.

She show ed m e  p ic tu re s  of a  young g i r l  who h a d  lo s t  70 pounds u n d e r 

th is  d o c to r ’s c a r e .  I t w as a  m ir a c le ,  /

A nd she is  going to w r ite  a  book w hile s h e 's  doing i t .  It*s d a r in g , a n d  

e x c itin g , and  v e ry  w ise , I th in k . I 'm  th r i l le d  fo r  h e r .

She sa id , th a t she h ad  m ade a  s im p le  s ta te m e n t ab o u t i t ,  a  fa c t,"b e c a u se i 

she sa id , " if  I d id n 't , peop le  w ould sa y  I 'd  h ad  a  n e rv o u s  b reak d o w n , o r gone 

up to  take the a lc o h o lic  c u re . " In sp ite  of h e r  200 p lu s  p o u nds, she i s ,  to 

m e , ju s t  abou t the m o s t in te re s t in g  of the 50 g o v e rn o r 's  w iv es  - A nd I c a n 't  

w a it to s e e  h e r  com e b a c k .

I t w as a f te r  one o 'c lo c k  w hen we re a c h e d  the Wh.ite H ouse, an d  I  w as 

SHxpHscHjsBdc s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  lig h ts  on in  the  E a s t  R oom , lig h ts  on in  the 

R ed  an d  G re e n  R oom . A p p aren tly  they  w ere  r e h e a rs in g ,  n o t f o r  one, b u t 

fo r  two e n te r ta in m e n ts  to m o rro w . The Style Show and  F io re l lo .

W hat a  m a rv e l  B e s s  i s .

■ V ■ # # # # # # 1 # :

G


