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: This was a day that ran the full gamut of emotion, from tears to

" laughter. A day __of'fgrinding.work and robot hand shaking, and people and

events crowding every hour.

Lyndon was up early, though he hadn‘t gotten to bed unt11 past two thirty, |

" hav1ng breakfast ‘with Secretarles Rusk and McNamara, Clark Cl1fford and ’,_' :

General Wheeler, chk Helms, General Ta.ylor, George, and Walt, and Tom. ‘

And I discovered that we had four more houseguests, the Cec:1l Burneys

.and the Crocket Englishs, who had come _in on the plane with Lyndon. 1 et

called them » and went up 'to'have’ a second cup of coffee with them. And

Carol Burne); gave me —an h'ilarious description of how the usher had gone

‘from room to roomw1th the1r bags in h1s hands, musmg outmde of the door, SR

Whether there‘ was anybody in that room. Fmally, they had been put in the '

. Queen's Room, the only vacant one..

. We are running pr_actioally a2 YWCA on the third floor, with Warr:le Lyon S

and Dianna Hg@dges, and Mary has just left. . ’ RS R -

- Tomorrow, the Governors and their ladies will be her for the style show . 1

I'm haVing for the ladies,v I will need a white dress ‘that will show off the |

: ‘red, “white a.nd blue scarf wivigk Wi'th the "Discover America'" motif,‘. sol

tried on a number, 4chose.one, worked with L1z
" Had a luncheon of__’s’cra.mbled eggs on a tray in my room, and just minutes

before one o'clock, went down to the ushers office,‘ to wait for Lyndon." ITam

usually there, and then when he gets out of the elevator, I fall into step beside
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, 1t was there today.

_ him and w‘e march in for the‘c'eremony, whatever it is, . in the East Room.

o This Ceremony was 'like no other. Lyndon was glwngm the Medal of a

Freedom to Bob McNamara., and saymg goodby. And I was_gomg, wlth ,

conrage s.cre.wed .np, ‘,and ’w_1th determmed hr1ghtness and a tight.hold on
my foclings. " |

., Lyvndaﬁ came‘:ru:shing in to ,bthe Usher's offiv‘ce,--'as‘hee on her forehead.
Somebody sa1d Margxe was in the hed Room, SO we went 1n. And there,
with Marg1e, ‘was daught'er Margie, Mrs. Barrie Carter, and Kathy and o
Cra1g. A surprlse for Bob Marg1e sa.1d She had called them and told
“them’ to come down from school and wherever they were, and in a m‘oment
Lyndon and Bob came m together, and we all went into the East Room. '

- This time, 'the: podiurn,‘was at the end toward the 'elips.e‘., Bob and Margie
and the three chlldren; standmg st1ff1-y..erect in front of massed ﬂags. »

Almost all the Cabinet grouped on the front’rows.. Family-, per sonal friends;'

. Pentagon brass and Under Secretaries, and a big galaxie of nresé.- .

There was an electric feeling in the room, If I have-ever sensed emotion,’

| Lyndon began svnftly.. I;Ie.describ-ea Bob as one of Ame rica's rnost
rraluable pubhc propert1es. I_-ie said, .. that. Amerioa is giving .to the'w.orld,lb. :
and if I‘may be p(ersonal,. I arn giving jto the world;, .the \tery b‘est that we have »‘
win the 'most; importaht war.o’f all, the war against, pov‘erty, .disease; 'igbnoranc:e',b

and hopelessness.' He described the Secretary as an “"intensely l‘oyal,
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brilliant and good man."

For all the great soaring words, I coul_d keep my composure, but that -

- simple word igoOd' almost imdid‘me, and it did not help‘ to look' around the

room. There were stncken faces, and tight composure, and frank tears.

At the end Lyndon sa1d M predlct that 20 years from now, another

' Presidgn: will stand here and say "A revolution of achi_evement_ in the develop-

A

ing_nations began with the appointment of Robert S. McNamara, to the World

- Bank in 1968'"", And then he gave the handsome medal to Bob, and there

was a barrage of pictures, 'and Bob approached the podium, gripping the :

)

. edge, and 1ook1ng around the room..

And then he said, ‘quite simply, "I cannot find words to expreSs W'halt

lies in my heart, and I guess I better re‘spond‘on another occasion.™ .

Through my mind kept ringing the'words - "Seven years, 'seven years'.
I know just a little bit of what it takes out of blood, and bone, and neart.',‘ and -
also what kind of comradeship it forges.

~ Margie was one of the most contained people in the room. And then it

-

 was over and we went i”n_the'Blue Room, to form the receiving line. By
-~ they. came, Clriefﬁ' Justice Earl Warren; the Cabinet, ‘and all such sort of

‘high -level' officials; m'embers:of the Honse, ‘i'ncluding George vMahon, and

even Mendel Rivers; Senators Bob Kennedy and Ted Kennedy and their

wives; Sargent Shrwer, the Byron Whites and Abe Fortas' Generals Chapman
~ Roosevelt

E and Omar Bradley, Averill Harrlman, the Dean Achesons Ahce’ Longworth’;

the. Roger Stevens; and Clark Clifford, who will be sworn in tomorrow.
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We had family picture‘s with Bob and Margie and their. three children.
And then, saying'over,andb o\:rer, "We'll see you when you getlback from
Aspen.' Have _a'»'g'o‘od tirne skiing. '

‘We left and I went upsteirs, ‘and it was‘ alright to ery, and Luci would =

)

o have been proud‘ of me. She holds agresswely to the op1n1on that if you don't

cxy, 1f you don't let off stea,m, 1f you don't get ma.d or la.ugh, somethmg awful

will happen to me, and she rea]ly fears for me.

But it was a short few moments because I had to get into a dress, to

" be photogra.phed with the r_nodels for the "Discover America" style show o

And then to the Library for .pictures_ of the memb“ers o'f'the.Business and

Professmnal Women's group, recewmg from Pres;\dent Mabel McClana.ha.n, "

the Cr1me Preventmn kit, they are d18tr1but1ng to then' 178 000 members

~across the country.

And then, a.t 3 30 there ‘was the second crowd of the da.y. A tea for the ',

: 'ask her 1f she would come and stand in lme w1th me. to rece1ve them. |

- ’-Mrs.; Leonard Wemer, ‘r_the Pres1dent,- presented me -with 'a'book "}here e

: »'"here is a Woman, the hlstory of the organ1zat1on, and then Dorothy' and I

_ stood in the Blue Room ‘and rece1ved the 300 or so members, only a very few e

of whom I'knew. Mrs. Stanley Bregman, ‘from the ‘Woman's National Democratic

Club, and .M‘rs‘.. Wilbur. Coh'e_n,, ‘end Pegg';-r.Goldstein,‘ Mary Keiserling, and '
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e o e e i enn

~tomorrow, -down on the-South -Lawn, - -« = ew o et e e e
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v Jean I.{iritﬁer.":Ne.ither of u.; mentiohed Bob's le;:tef.' Katie Louchhefii"n, '
,'ar.x‘d‘ Dorothy Marks. And s‘e-ve'ral‘ of whom 1 suppose,.‘ were invited 'gu_ests..
' n.oéb rﬁéfbbers.. . Jane F;eerﬁan,' B’egty Furness, ‘Viiginia Rusk énd Eenettaﬁ .
Was};i;ngton: _ | |

_ :Théy WG;_re:a ver:}; inl ar'es.vsed, ’sme;.i'tjiooking grdui), a;r_ld thére‘s( '
ha.r'dlye#efbe‘en a# orgaﬁizatibn. thatlwe"nt..through,- that seeme.d'rﬁof:e g
a;ppreciative and said ;v.o moié warmly. - |

I‘rlinge;:,ed a;xci h;.d téa, and chatted v'v'il:h‘ as‘manyb é.s I' c'c:u.lld..

| I Qas back ﬁpstaifs béfﬁre fiv'e, to vx;drk on the captions fo:‘vth'e Gopd o |
Héu_sekéeéing 'a;ticle; Wit.h‘ .Lliz.‘ Which I fiid,v stfeééhed out 1n t:}-1’e-‘bea.ut;i.ful.:’-wb-_»..,w

| .ca,ﬁ‘épy be@. .. I.t'ls funny hov;} é_x‘haﬁ-s'ti'ng. it is”t;o' simpl} st'and‘ .in line and'Atr)'r ) "

. to giﬂre évei_y one of thljee_- hundred wbmen, a"moment of individu;l'intéreéte'd
attentiony, aﬁd .in'many ¢asés, 'fo re§a11 a fputual intérest o.{- friend,l or wher.e'_ -
‘weA've met bevi;o.rve'.’ .'J.us‘tified or mnot, I w.as’. ﬁred. Liz alreadSr '};ad the 'ca.ptic'cns'“ o
in rather ‘g.cAJQd' ojrder; o

Séméboay aierted us afrid.at_S:3O we turned on the ‘i‘V and R.c‘>r.r‘1'n<.a43‘-r‘1‘w'as |
au:lxvnouncing.}t‘h';at.:' h(efwas q‘u..ivtiﬁg’.the. ‘1‘~a;:e'.. A dignifi'ed‘,_ .rea.lis‘tic sortof
speééh, he“a;céuite’d him s‘e.lf‘ :w.e.ll,ir I thought, "
.Abt ei'ght,'. I ciiessed"fdr oui g'u.esitﬁ, Cc;véz;ﬁor _Brar;nigan. ' Tixe_i'e_ was
sx‘xppos.ed to bev just the three. (;f us, and seétled mysélf with éome work, to
w?tit f_or’ therr;,. énd it was 9:20 before Lyndon arrived, bringing t_:he’Governo‘r. f

(\ ' '_ We sat down for dinner... The Governor has vevry. brown eyes and very '
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whlte ha1r, parchment like skln, and the 11vellest manner. He ,rer_ninds

me of Carl Estes. You cannot mentlo_n a person or an event, that he

“doe enft 'know 'afnd h'a."\;e ‘some story about. He was a very i‘ntleres‘ting pe rson

and I could not, to save me, decrde what I really thought about h1m.

Lyndon called_. Samv Houston and invited himdown for dinner. - He does

it more and more. v Itisa kindness past price. ' Sam Houston drinks up -

issues.

the political talk,‘ which ra.nged over Governors, and _problems and national

O,

" A little bit before eleven, ,t<'> my great.discornforture‘, Lyndon“ said,

' "Let'é drive out to Marvin Watsou's;" knowing. that tomorrow is a vsheer_

tour de force, and that he's got a bushel of work on the bed Waitiug for »him.’ |

I said, _”‘No,' it's eleven o'clock." But he'ga.thered us up, like a whirlwind,

‘and out we went to Bob Kerr'_s"lovely' house, on the wooded knoll above the b

Mazvin and beautiful li't,‘t];e Marian. with the demure iittle black Velvet o

'SCh°°1 g1r1 dress Wlth the wlnte bow, were wa1t1ng for us at the front door. e

 And the Buford Ellmgtons, Dxck Hughes, and young Governor Dochng of

R _Kansas w1th hxs strawberry blond w1fe, and a couple of our staff membe rs,

were hav_:.ng coffee and cakev,; never a drOp of liquor at Marvin Watéon‘s
house.

“And all the men Were grouped together in serious conversation, and all

the ladies together. Betty Hughee entertaining us a.nd_'.wha.t she ha,d. to‘ say was
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really a _thr1111ng thing. She's 1eavihg early in March, to go into a hospital'

.‘ for four months. ~ She will 'cpmpl'etel'y éepa.rate herself from her life, and

glandular or whatever they are, under control.

L '-.'she show:ed me piétui‘eé of a y.‘o‘ung girl who had lost 70 pounds under

‘this doctor's care. It was a'miracle,

" And she is going to write a book while she's doing it. It's daring, and

~ exciting, and véry wise, 1 think . I'm thrilled for her.
' ’._fShe said', that She had méde"é; sifnpie statémerit about it, a fact,"'becauée, '

she.said "1f o d1dn't, people would say I'd had a nervous breakd0wn, or gone

1'1p"to ta.ke the alcohohc cure. " In Splte of her 200 plus pounds, she is, to

me, Just about the most 1nterest1ng of the 50 governor s wives - And I can't

 wait to see her come back.‘ :

- It was after one o'clock when we reaéhed the White House, and I was

suxpeErIkmk surprised to see lights on in the East Ro'om', : 1ights‘ ort in thé‘

- Red and Greeﬁ Room. Appa.rently they were rehearsmg, not for one, but

- for two Yente'z"}taizim.ients ‘tomorrow. The Style Show and F1orello,_'_' o

. What a mé.rvel'Bess is, -

O HEREEERE

.concentrate only on getting her potential diabetes and her weight problems, .




