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- 'I_‘exas .Independence Day! And my celebration had been to go to bed

at nine o'clock Friday night, the most superb luxury, valued because it's

SO 1‘31‘8. :

Lyndon ha.d thoughtfully had Jim Jones call rne hack from somewhere
on hrs wh1r1w1nd tr1p to. Texas, and say there was no need for me to eatch
a plane down‘fge::r.. Why dld.n‘t I just meet h1m in Manetta, Georg1a, s0 "
I could spend a le1sure1y evenmg

And I was up early Saturday morning, and out at Andrews and o‘n the

}way to Mar1etta. Read wb1g sacks of E\ead and ﬁle. I arnved on schedule ," S

ten mmutes ahead of Lyndon's plane , and was met by two ladles, the w1£e

of the Commandant of the field, 'and the wife of one of the heads of Lockheed,

who said, "We're ‘so'thrilled we‘re golng to_‘me_et Luci, and Pat, and. the |
: baby. "I lvooke'd at them in protest, and said, V“Ohﬁ no," llucit's'busy:ke_lepin;g '
. house and taking two 'courses at‘the' University, and Pat'.s zvyorking:..“ I donlt_ e
» know how that got started but they are. not commg b” Then I sayv the plane
| la,nchng, and thel hrst person off/ as Luc1‘s agent, but by that t1me I was

'bemg ushered over to the plane myself

Yuk1 led the processmn down, and then came Lyndon, lookmg not at a11

like a man who had left Washmgton yesterday afternoon, flown to Houston

-

and mspected-a‘ man-space flight center, making a speech to the NASA B

em ployees, and then gone on to an old folks home, and another speech, And

- then to a fund raising dinner.for Jack Brooks, where he rnade a rip roaring . -
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speech, and then this'morning,)éck to Manetta. He was swinging along,‘

in hlchf/good sp1r1ts, and r1ght behmd h1rn, in a short sleeved dress?{wthout

a coat," and the weather in the ‘biting 50's, was ;L‘uc1; and Patrick' ca:;rymg' '
Lynn, 'solemn' faced, wearing his ‘blue coat and blue southwester hat, which B

} ‘h1s grandaddy had glven h1m for Chnstmas. B

,' It was a prec1s1on affa1r. We took our seats on a stand w1th probably

a quorum of the Georgla delega.t10n.~. Congressm?,n Hagan//nd Stuckey, :

) _Senator Talmadge, Governor Maddox, and former Governor Ca.rl- Sanders;’

'General.Mc'Connel; officials of Lockheed. ' Ahd out in front, acres/_\'about_
. 20, 000 cheering spectatoré,vbut behind us was the star of the show, the .

-reason for our coming to Marietta, the giant CA-5, almost as long as a -

foo.tball fieid,* its tail sticking up six stqfiee in the air, making-our ‘speaker'vs.' ’
stapd iookb shzall. | And high abovel the enormous ,)(ound Ablacuk 'no.se, two‘. |
little tfny wihdows and the tiny pildots that dire'cted' the 'great' thlng -

Lyndoh made a brief eﬁeech deecribingthe bship' and: ou.r hation.'s" pi:ide
in it. ) It can span ‘the Pacific from Ca11forn1a. to Japan.)i/h a single jurtlp.

A

O And he made a lotﬂgenerousallusmns to the Georgia delegatmn, and especmally

to_ Carl V1ns_on. Seemg h1m /' was for.me)éle'delight of the day. He doesn't . °

“look a day older than when he' left Waehington.

. 'A_nd then /p_t/he great thing rolled out on the field, and the crowd roared,

- ahd Mrs., Harold Brown, the wife of the airforce secretary',‘ vch’ristehed the
- plane/{y pulliszg-‘ a e*ord which cauéed a large red, white ahdblue hanner

- to drop, revealmg the name’ GALAXIE pamted on the s1de.

' Lynf had watched the whole thmg/ th solemn 1nterest. Ome, when he o
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a ramp and into one end, and clear on through and out the other, depositing
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made a few small rn‘urvmurs,_ Luci‘ took him out, and presently brought him.-
back, quiet as a lamb again. L

-And when it was over, we all filed off the stand, shakmg hands W1th

_ a.ll the Georglans, and Ly-ndon took Lyn;x in his arms/a/d proceeded to

' ca’refully mount mto-the 1nter1or‘ of the-.giant plane-. A truck could drive up: ..

its men or materiel, and so we didthe same. It's like a huge barn inside, -

laced and ribbed with huge cables of wiring. Lynn was quite comfortable’

in his g'r;and.father's arms, '_as he carefxilly picked his way over the tricky

- floormg, a.nd Luc1 was real proud because he behaved h1mse1£ so arm.ably. :

PR Y -~ e Y

What a head start that child ha.s had.l

MQ’httle past one/<;ve left Manetta, headed for Puerto Rico, Ramey

- Air Force Base. Lyndon asked George to brmg in the newspaper men, and

rin et s o 14 Oy 4 ¢

soon there were about 15 Agrouped around h1m. " He in his revolving chair,

and some eight or more to rny right and left, across th'e table frorn him,
Max Frankpl a.nd Frank Ko;;éneyer, I thmk Sid Daws, and Forrest som eth1ng,"_‘

‘ many that I chdn‘t: know. -

He talked and pa-ned thexr quest:.ons, and it was ﬂvery 1nterest1ng hour. |

Tom .- : S 4 :
Bab Johnson mdustnously took notes/\ there ought to be some _]ewels in those. o

. : B 7y ',
I remember one statement _h'e sa1d. _Thteyw ere discussing what someone had
told them about his/\Lyndon's/lplans,‘ and he was describing the someone,
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-_qu1et modest guest house, w1th a large, S1mp1y furmshed 11v1ng room, the *
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"A Pres1denl: does not talk to anybody much,?/ho talks to you. Those who

'talk to you most, know the least.' It was good humored, w1tty,‘ sometmnes
' incisive, sometimes very'measured words. And the same question asked
~over and over, in an’attempt'to'dig out an answer. I've sat in on a lot of

these sessions; and never failed to‘ﬁrid_it exciting,.

We reached Ramey Air Force Base,}?’a/ little past five/otg find it in the

70's,' and the Co_mrhanding Officer and his pretﬁy wife, and they drove us

" along the streets lined with Palm trees, past bougainvil%a and poinsettia,

and ﬂamboyan, to the Por‘terfield House, where we were to stay. It Was a

dm).ng roorn opemng off it. And upstan's, ‘three sparsely furmshed bedrooms,

for Lyndon a.nd me, and Luci and Pat, and Lm

There was a feehng of hohday in the air. It was such a delight, to have

'the surpnse of Luc1 and Pat and Lym;.

' Ly-ndon went off I be11eve. ‘with General McConnell takmg Pat w1th

hlm. - And Luc1 and Bery'l P1ck1e/nd I toured the base in a car, a.nd went

. vdown to the beach, Wthh, flas, was no Eaneel Bay. There was an expanae : '

. of. ragged sharp coral dark and forbzddmg, agamst wh1ch a great, roarmg

surf»pounded. There must have been a - storm out.at sea, and not the bravest -

E would have ventured out into it

T.here was one small hdrseshoe of sand, .and the sign that said "Life

Guard on Duty a few limited hours”, S0 we h0ped- for tomorrow, but Luci,

RIS RTIT FUrRTI




RN

T

"Sa;tufday,' Marc.:h'Z,' 1968 . . R R L Page 5

' MEMORANDUM :

. THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON

- than any of the rest, came roarmg in, wettmg her to the h1ps.

We went back to Porterfleld House and were pleasantly lazy.

with the exuberé.nce of ZO, waiked out onto the sand, and a great wave bigger

The re’

' 'were 12 of us at dmner, w1th the General on my nght, Marie and Juamta,

, a.ncl Jalne and Beryl and Luc1 and Pat, Lyndon ha.d one ga.me of domlnoes."

but 1t lacked 1ts usual cutthroat quahty, besudes, at last, he was t1red

So it was an early night and I read Nicholas and Alexandra .until I was

sleepy.
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