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T exas Independence Day! And m y celeb ration  had been to go to bed  

at nine o’c lo ck  F riday night, the m o st superb luxury, valued b ecau se i t ’s 

so  r a r e . .

Lyndon had thoughtfully had Jim Jones c a ll m e back, from  som ew here  

on h is  w hirlw ind trip  to T ex a s, and sa y  there w as no need  for me to ca tch  

a p lan e  dow n^^m tl Why didn’t I ju st m eet him  in M arietta, G eorgia, so  

I could spend a le isu r e ly  evening.

And I w as up ea r ly  Saturday m orning, and out at A ndrews and on the
- ^  u

w ay to M arietta . R ead ^ h i g  sack s of Read and ^ le .  I a rr iv ed  on sch ed u le ,

ten m inutes ahead of Lyndon's p la n e , and w as m et by two la d ie s , the w ife

of the Commandant of the f ie ld , and the w ife of one of the heads of Lockheed,

who sa id , "W e’re  so  th r illed  w e’re going to m eet L uci, and P at, and the

baby."  I looked  at them in  p rotest, and sa id , "Oh no, Luci* s busy keeping

h ou se and taking two co u rse s  at the U n iversity , and P at's  w orking. I don’t

know how that got started  but they are  not com ing. " Then I saw the plane

lauiding, and the f ir s t  p erson  o f f ,^ a s  L u ci’s agent, but by that tim e I w as

being u sh ered  over to the plane m y s e lf .

Yuki led  the p r o c ess io n  down, and then cam e Lyndon, looking not a t a ll  

lik e  a  m an who had le ft  W ashington y esterd a y  afternoon, flown to H ouston  

and in sp ected  a xojartr-space fligh t cen ter , m aking a speech  to the NASA 

e m p lo y e e s , and then gone on to an old fo lks hom e, and another sp eech . And 

then to a fund ra isin g  dinner for Jack B rook s, w here he m ade a  rip  roarin g
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sp eech , and then this m orn in g^ b ack  to M arietta. He w as sw inging along, 

h ig h r^ o o d  sp ir its , and right behind him , in a short s lee v ed  d r e s s^ ^ ith o a tin

a coat, and the w eather in  the biting 50 's, w as L.uci; and P a tr ick  carrying  

Lynn, so lem n  faced , w earing h is blue coat and blue southw ester hat, which  

h is  grandaddy had given him for C h ristm as.

It w as a  p rec is io n  a ffa ir . We took our sea ts  on a stand, w ith  probably

a quorum of the G eorgia delegation .-^  C ongressm |m  Haganr^and Stuckey;r'^ni

Senator T alm adge, G overnor Maddox, and form er G overnor C arl Senders;' 

G eneral McConnel; o ffic ia ls  of Lockheed. And out in front, acres/^ ab ou t  

20, 000 ch eerin g  sp ecta to rs, but behind us w as the star of the show, the 

reason  for our com ing to M arietta, the giant CA~5, a lm o st a s  long a s  a 

football f ie ld , its  ta il stick ing up s ix  s to r ie s  in  the a ir , m aking our sp ea k er’s 

stand look  sm a ll. And high above the enormous,-^^^und b lack  n o se , two 

l it t le  tiny windows and the tiny p ilo ts that d irected  the great fthing.

Lyndon m ade a b r ie f  speech  d escrib in g  the ship and our nation 's pride

in  it .  It can span the P a c ific  from  C alifornia  to Japan^in  a s in g le  jump.Xn
And he m ade a lot^generousCyiusions to the G eorgia delegation , and e sp e c ia lly

i im ,/^ a s  for m eto C arl V inson. Seeing h im ,/w a s  for m e»/the delight o f the day. He d oesn 't  

look  a day o lder than when he le ft  W ashington.

And then great thing ro lled  out on the fie ld , and the crow d roared ,

and M rs. H arold Brown, the w ife of the a ir fo rce  secre ta r y , ch risten ed  the 

C- plane ,X y  pulling a cj^ord, which caused  a large red, white and blue banner

- to drop> rev ea lin g  the nam e GALAXIE painted on the s id e .

Lyn^ had w atched the whole thing/^v^th so lem n in ter e st . Orce, when he
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m ade a few  s m a ll  m urm urs, L uci took him  out, and p resen tly  brought him  

back, quiet a s  a lam b again.

And when it  w as over, we a ll f iled  off the stand, shaking hands with  

a ll  the G eorgians, and Lyndon took Lynja in  h is  arms,^''a^d proceeded  to 

ca refu lly  m o\m t into the in ter io r  of the giant plane. A truck could  drive up 

a ram p and into one end, and c le a r  on through and out the other, depositing  

its  m en or m a ter ie l, and so we didj;he sam e. It's like a huge barn in sid e , 

la ced  and ribbed w ith huge cab les of w iring. Lynn w as quite com fortab le’ ' 

in  h is  grandfather’s a rm s, a s  he carefu lly  picked h is  way over the trick y  

floor in g , and Luci w as rea l proud, b ecau se he behaved h im se lf  so  am iab ly . 

What a head sta rt that ch ild  has hadj

As5̂ (^ lit t le  p ast one / 4 e  le ft  M arietta, headed for Puerto R ico , R am ey  

A ir F o rce  B a se . Lyndon asked  G eorge to bring in the new spaper m en, and 

soon there w ere about 15 grouped around him . He in  h is  revolv ing ch a ir , 

and som e eight or m ore to m y right and le ft, a c r o s s  the table from  h im . -

M ax F ra n l^ l and Frank K orm eyer, I think, Sid D avis, and F o r r e st  som ething; 

m any that I didn't know.

He talked and parried their q u estion s, and i t  w as zlvery in terestin g  hour.
_Tom ’ ' \
fiofc Johnson in d u striou sly  took notes/^ there ought to be som e jew els  in  th ose .

rt . ^
I rem em b er one statem ent he sa id . T h eyw ere d iscu ssin g  what som eone had

' ' ■ ’ ' l|' V
told them about h is/\L y n d o n 's^|plans, and he w as d escrib in g  the som eon e.

C



c

C :

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Saturday, M arch Z, 1968 Page 4

"A P resid en t does not talk to anybody m uch,^^ho talks to you. T h ose who 

talk to you m o st, know the le a s t ."  It w as good hum ored, w itty , so m etim es  

in c is iv e , so m etim es  v ery  m easu red  w ords. And the sam e qu estion  asked  

over and over, in  an attem pt to dig out an an sw er. I've sat in  on a  lo t of 

th ese  s e s s io n s , and n ever fa iled  to find it  exciting .

We reached  R am ey A ir F orce  Base^^'a litt le  past f iv e ,- '^  find it  in  the 

7 0 's , and the Commanding O fficer and h is  pretty  w ife , and they drove us 

along the s tr e e ts  lin ed  with Palm  tr e e s , past bougainvil^a and p o in settia , 

and flam boyan, to the P o r ter fie ld  H ouse, w here we w ere to stay . It w as a 

quiet m od est gu est h ou se, with a la rg e , sim ply  furn ished  liv in g  room , t h e "  ’ " ' 

dining room  opening off it. And u p sta irs , three sp a r se ly  furn ish ed  b ed room s, 

for Lyndon and m e, and L uci and Pat, and Lynjp..

T here w as a fee lin g  of holiday in  the a ir . It w as such a delight, to have  

the su rp r ise  of L uci and Pat and Lyn^.

Lyndon w ent off, I b e liev e , with G eneral M cConnell, taking P at with  

h im . And L u c i,^ n d  B ery l Pickle^^^nd I toured the b ase  in a c a r , and went 

down to the beach , w hich, ^ la s ,  w as no S a n ee l Bay. There w as an expanse  

of ragged , sharp c o r a l, dark and forbidding, against which a great, roarin g  - 

su r f pounded. There m u st have been  a storm  out at sea , and not the b ra v est  

would have ventured out into it.

T here w as one sm a ll h orsesh o e  of sand, and the sign  that sa id  "Life 

Guard on Duty a few  lim ited  hours", so  we hoped for tom orrow , but L uci,
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w ith  the ex u b era n ce  of 20, w alk ed  out onto the Scuid, and a  g r e a t  w ave b ig g er

than any of the r e s t , cam e roaring in , w etting h er to the h ip s.

We went back to P o r ter fie ld  H o u se ,/'^ d  w ere p leasan tly  la zy . There  

w ere  12 of u s a t dinner, with the G eneral on m y right, M arie and Juanita, 

and Jake and B er y l, and Luci and Pat. Lyndon had one game of d om inoes, 

but it  lack ed  its  u su a l ca ta iroat quality, b e s id es , at la s t ,  he w as tired .

So it  w as an ea r ly  night and I read N icholas and A lexandra until I w as 

s leep y .

# # # # # # #


